«B yem meno? 3to KnaHa 3ameTuna Mo€ noxuoe 3710? Ho... [Taxke eciu 3TO Tak, HEKOTOPHIE BEIU
KaXyTCS CTPaHHBIMU ?»

*Ckpum*

[Toka st 06IMBaJICS XOJOOHBIM ITIOTOM OT 3TOM HETOHSTHOM CUTYyalluy, BAPYT KTO-TO OTKPHLI IBEPh U
BOILIIETT B MOIO KOMHATY.

— ... O Ooxke, BHI yKe yCTpauBaeTe BeUEPUHKY I10 CITy4daio THS POKIEHUS?

— Jlegu CepeHa, Kakoe y Bac 3[1eCh [1eJ10?

CepeHa, KoTopas cMoTpesna Ha KiaHy ¢ ocTpeiM 671eCKOM B r'jla3aX, ECTECTBEHHO, Cejla PSIOM CO
MHOM, Korfia KiaHa HaxMypuiach ¥ OTBETUIIA C YIILIOKOM.

— CeropgHs 5 MpUIlyla HABECTUTh CBOET0 XKEHMXa Ha OeHb POXAeHus. ECTh 1M B 3TOM 4TO-TO
HelIpaBUIbHOE?

— ... Opeu Kak pa3 Bel CO MHOW BaXKHEIKA Pa3roBOP.



— HecmoTps Ha 9T0, BBl IPUTOTOBUIIA TOPT KO THIO POXKIEHUS?»

— ... JT0 nofgapok jopny Ppeto 3a TO, YTO OH CIlaC MEHS Ha JHAX. ITO COBIaAieHUE, YTO 3TO
COBIIAJIO C ero gHeM poxkpaeHus. B mobom cnyuae, nenu CepeHa, rpybo npephiBaTh Pa3roBop.

— 41 3apaHee OOTOBOPHUJIACE O BCTpede. UeI0BeK, KOTOPHIM IIpePEIBaeT 3Ty BCTPedy, 9TO Bhl, Balie
BricodecTBO, TpeThsl UMIIEPATOPCKas MpuHiiecca. BepHo, Opeir?

CepeHa ynbIOHYachk ¥ BCTynuia ¢ KimaHoi B OMTBY HEPBOB, U, TS Ha HUX 00euX, s CKasaal TUXUM
TOJIOCOM.

— ... Moii genp POXOeHus 9epe3 IBe HEeOeJIn.

— IlpocTuTe, HO 3TO HEBO3MOKHO? Moii HHGOPMATOP CKa3asl MHE...

— O 60oxke, pa3Be Bbl TOJIBKO YTO HE CKA3aJlM, YTO 3TO COBIALEHUE, YTO €T0 [eHb POXKIEHHUs COBIIAT
C BAIlIUM IIPUXOIOM?



3aTeM KiaHa ¢ 03alaueHHBEIM BEIPAXKEHHEM JIMIla THXO0 3aKphljIa POT, KOTA yCIIbIIIaa
KoMMeHTapuu CepeHnl, u CepeHa, KOTopas IIPUCTAIbHO CMOTPEsIa Ha Hee, IIOBePHYJIach KO MHE |
CKa3asa.

— Ceropus TBOY meHb poxaeHus, ®peii. KaxkeTcs, Thl 3051, IOTOMY YTO GBI CTAIIKOM 3aHSAT
6opnboii ¢ apmuert Kopons [1eMOHOB?

— ... X!

CepeHa cKasaja, 4TO 5 CpaxKarscs ¢ apmueid Koposns [JeMOHOB C yBepEeHHBIM BRIpakKeHUEM JIHIIA,
UTHOPHUPYS OTpaHudYeHue «Bo3M0oKHO», KOTOpOe ST HaJIOKUJ Ha Hee, ¥ U3-3a 3TOT0 5T CHOBA
HCIYTaJICs ¥ XKIaJl, I0Ka MOSBUTCS CHCTEMHOE OKHO...

— XM? YTO CIIy4unocs?

— ...H-auyero. Huyero takoro.



HO‘-IeMy-TO CHCTEMHOE OKHO 00JIbllle He MOSBIISIOCE.

Kak pa3 Korga s COGI/IpaHCH B30PBATHCA M3-3d CUTyalluH, BXOOHAA OBEPE CHOBA OTKPHIIACH, XU KTO-TO
€elIe BOIIIEI.

*Bam, Oam!*

Pa3pancs rpoMKu# 3BYK, ¥ 13-3a 3TOr0 BOCIIOMUHAHUS 0 IPEeObINyIlell BpeMeHHOU IIKae
3aI0JIOHUIIA MOU pa3yM, U S IPUTHYIICS.

— C mHEM pOoXIeHUs~!



Ho Ha MeHs ymanu He B3pBIBbI MaHH uiu 60M0, a KOH(eTTH, u 9T0 Ilepro 3amycTuia ux ¢ SpKou
yNBIOKOM Ha JHIle.

—...Vrx!

[leprnoi, KoTOopasi moYyeMy-To yibibanach, OTKpEUIa POT, Korga Knana u CepeHa yCTaBUIKMCh Ha Hee,
TIOKPHITYI0O KOH(METTH, 1 OHa Opocunach Blepeq U 3aKpudaria.

— 4 npowy npoienus!

Ona u3BuHUNach nepeq Knanou u CepeHol, cHUMAasi KOHGETTH, IPUNUIIIIKE K UX BOJI0OCAM, YacCTh 3a
YacThlO, ¥ BOPYT IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha MeHS U CKa3aja.

— Ax, BEPHO, PA3B€ 3aBTPA MBI HE PEIINUIIA TIOUTH B IIPHIOT, YTOOBI OBITH BOJIOHTE€PaMHU BMeCTe?

— ...3HauuT, 310 OBIJIa Ta BaXKHas BCTpeYa, Ha3HaueHHas Ha 3aBTpa, 0 KOTOPOM TH roBopuJi, Opei.



— B#I, uTO BB cOOMpaeTech gefiaTh CO CBoe paboToil B CTYOeHUYeCKOM COBeTe?

3ateMm Knana u CepeHa OOTHOBPEMEHHO XOJIOOHO ITIOCMOTPEJIM Ha MEHI.

Ho na stot Pa3 g CHOBa IIPpOMOJI4adJl, HeJOoyMeBad, Io9eMy OKHO HITpa(ba He BBICKOYHIJIO, a KOIr'Ja
AJEBYIIIKHN CTaJIM HEJOYMEHHO CMOTPETh Ha MEHs, IBEPEL CHOBA OTKPHIJIACE.

— Y-yTo0 npoucxopurt... [Iouemy 37eCh TaK MHOTO JIFOLEN. ..

Ha aToT pa3 MpuHa 0CTOPOKHO BOIIIJIa B KOMHATY, TaK Kak 5 ObIJT 03ala¥eH 3TUMHU HEOXKUIaHHEIMU
IIePeMEeHHBIMU,



— Hy... B-Bo3bpMu 3T0.

ITocne monrou TIay3bl OHa BHITAIIWIIA ITIAKET C II0OJaPKaMHt U IIPOTAHYIIAa UX MHE.

— 3-3T0 3a IIOMOIINb MHE Ha OHAX B JUCHUIIJIMHAPHOM KOMHUTETE... [d.

OCTOpPOKHO MPUHSB €€ MOMIapPoK, 5 03KECTOUMIICS OT CJI0B, KOTOPBIE OHAa ITPOA0JIzKaja TOBOPHUTS.

— T-torpa... g moupy.

— ITocToii!

Bckope WpuHa, BCSI B XOJIOMHOM II0TY, OBICTPO IOTIBITaIach BEIOPaThCS M3 KOMHATEL, HO [leprot,
CXBATHBIIAS €€ 3a PYKY, MOTalllKja, I0OTOM ycafuia i cKa3asa.



— He Hapo Tak, maBaii BMECTE OTMETHM €T0 JeHb POXAeHUS, MuUCcC MpuHa!

— B-BmecTe?

— Jla! Yem Oornblile, TEM Becejee Ha TAaKOH BeuyepuHKe!

Korga Hepnom CKa3saJia 3TO BeceJsiM ToHOM, KnaHa u CepeHa 3aKallIsguch. TeM BpeEMEHEM
Hepnom, KOTOPasdA TYIIO CMOTpPeJla Ha HUX OBYX, HAKJIOHHWJIA I'OJIOBY U CIIPOCHIIA.

— 3pmech 4To-TO He TakK? Brl m10x0 ce6st uyBcTByeTe? Ecu Bbl OOJIbHEL, ST MOTY MCIIOIh30BaTh CBOE
HCIleneHue...!

*Ckpum*

Korpa IIeproi ¢ 06ecriOKOEHHBIM BEIpaxkKeHUEeM JTulla cobupanach UCIOIL30BaTh CBOIO CBATYIO
CHUJTy, OBEPb CHOBA OTKPHIIACh, U KTO-TO ME[JIEHHO BOIIIEI.



— Ax, mucc Kanna Toxke 31ecs!

[Tepnou 6eICTPO cxBaTUIa KaHUI0, KOTOpas MoJjida CMOTpeJia Ha Hac, ¥ ycafuia ee, a 3aTeM
3arosopuia ¢ Kinanoit 1 CepeHoy, KOTOPBIE BHITIIAEN IT0OaBIeHHBIMU.

— Torpa gaBaiiTe HAYHEM 9Ty BeYEePUHKY!

‘-Iepe3 MI'HOBEHHE 3aXKT'JIMCh CBEYHU Ha KOIIIa4YbeM TOPTE.

— XMMMM, C THEM PoxOeHusd, nopa Ppen.

—B CJ'IGJIYI-OH.II/Iﬁ pas3 00s13aTENTbHO CHavana Iorosopu co MHOM...

— 4 yBepeHa, uTo bor ComnHIla ToXe [0MKeH OBITh CUACTIUB CEeTOmHS!



— ...Ilo3gpaBnsro.

IToka g cmoTpen Ha cBeuH, KimaHa, CepeHa, ®@epront u MpuHa MO3APaBIsaiIn MeHs, HO 1 He MOT
3aCTaBUThH Ce0s BITISAHYTh Ha HUX.

«...CucTteMa, KaaKoe Thl HUYTOXKECTBOY.

HOTOMy 4TO 51, HAKOHEII, ITOHAJI, YTO 3TO 3a CUTyallHd.

[TocKONBKY ST He pearupoBasl Ha CIeHbl, KAKUMHU Ol 00JIe3HEHHBIMY OHU HU ObITH, VICIIbITaHKe
CHCTeMEH PENInIIO I0Ka3aTh MHE PAjlOCTHEHIE CIIEHHI.

Bonee Toro, oHO peniniio IMoKa3aTh MHE COoOBITHE MOETO THS pOxXaOeHusi, KOTOPO€E IMPOUIOIIIIO OmI,
ecJiy OHI 5 TIOoIIeT CTaHOAPTHBIM ITYyTEM.



— Opeu? Tol B mOpaake?

— Toi cerogus Begens ce0st CTPAHHO.

— Jlopn @peii? Bel O0NBHEL?

— ... Uto cnyuunocs?

Korpa s ommycTHI TOJIOBY U ITpoMoJjidal, ['eporHu CTany CMOTPETh Ha MEHS C TPEBOTOW U OfiHA 3a
IPYTOM CIIpallliBay O MOEM CaMOYyBCTBUH.

«Her... Moe peinenue 61710 TpaBUIbHEIM... Ec/iu Ol 5 ITOIIENT 110 9TOMY IIYTH, S MOT OBI OBITH
CYaCT/IUB B 3TOT MOMEHT... Ho B KOHIIe KOHIIOB Bce Obl moru6iu... Tak 94T0 Moe peleHue
ompenesieHHo OBIO...»

4 roBopun 3to cebe, OTBOAS B3TJISAA OT HUX M OKMAasi, KOTHa MOM pa3yM CHOBa MPOSICHUTCS,
IIOTOM...



— KOHBIN TOCTIOOVH, 3aAyHATE CBEYH.

— ... Kanusa?

[Ipexpe 4eM s yCIlesl 9TO 0CO3HaTh, KaHUS MOMIOIIa KO MHE U CXBaTHUJIa MEHS 3a I1JIe4o, U MoKa
OHa TOBOpHJIa C yNIBIOKOM Ha JIHIlE, S CIIPOCUII €€ C BhIpazKeHUEM, ITOTHEIM ITOI03PEHNUS.

— TBl IPOHUKIIA B MOU COH?

— B®I cTOHAM B X0JI0OHOM TIOTY 10 CAMOM I'TyOOKOM HOYH, II09TOMY 51 pPeIlljia BCTPETUTHCS C BaMH,
HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO 3HaJa, YTO 3TO I'Py6o.

— ... ¥B3gox*.

[Ipu 3THX CI0Bax 51 TOCMOTPEN Ha TOPT C IIPUKJIEEHHOMN Ha JIUIlE BECEON YIBIOKOH, a TOTOM
CepeHa, cuneBIas psioM CO MHOM, BOPYT YIBIOHYIach U CKa3ana.



— XM, KaxXeTcd, 5 [MoHJIa, YTO 3TO 3a CI/ITyaI.II/IH?

— ...CepeHna?

— 3abynb 00 3TOM U 3aAyi CBeuH. f B MOpSIOKe.

FOBOPH 9TO, OHa CJIETKa CXBATHJIAa MEHA 34 JIEBOe€ IIJIeHdO.

— B-BHL... JTO 5 IpUHECHA TOPT.

Torma KnaHa, KoTopas TOKpacHesa, TIy00Ko B3MOXHYIa U CKa3aja 9T0 00UKEHHO.

— ¢ He IOHMMaIO, YTO IIPOHUCXOOUT, HO... Ppeit, 3amyH cBeun. 1 He yBepeHa, HO S AyMalo, YTO TaK
Hafo.

— Ara! Jlaxe bor Connua... Het, maxe s Tak gymaro!



— ...YTO THI menaelns, He 3aQyBasi CBEYn?

Bce, KTO cuesn BOKPYT MeHs, mom0aapuBany MeHs. Kakoe-To BpeMs 51 CMOTpeIl Ha HUX, a 3aTeM,
3a/lyB CBeYH Ha TOPTE, IPOOOPMOTAB PO CeOs.

«...OnpenenesHo, s chesan BEPHEIN BEIOOD».

*Qyyy!*

B TOT MOMEHT, KOTjIa ITOTac/Ik CBeYH, 5 MoiMas cebs Ha TOM, YTO TYIIO CMOTPIO Ha IIOTOJIOK CBOEH
CIIaJIbHH.

— 41 3apaHee 3aKaxXy B [IeKapHe TaKOU Xe AU3aliH.

— ... Cmacu0o.



[Tocne TOrO, Kak g OTBeTUN KaHnu, KOTOPas TUXO F'OBOPHIIA PSIAOM CO MHOH, S CTall CMOTPETH B
OKHO.

— ... Takas rammonuHaIusa He Tak YXK H IIJIOXa.

JIyHHas HOYb Ka3ajach HeoOBYaiiHO SPKOM.

— Ax...



Tem BpemeHneM CepeHa, KOTOPOU IIPUCHUIICS TOT XK€ COH, YTO ¥ BCEM OCTalbHBEIM [ TTaBHEIM
TepOXHSM, IPOCHYJIaCh B OOHO U TO K€ BPeMs U TYIIO CMOTpeJsa B OKHO.

— ... Bcé 370 OBIJIO CHOM.

[Toka o6pa3 @pesi, KOTOPHIY 3ayBajl CBe4y C TaKOM SPKOM yIEIOKOM, KaKOW OHa HUKOTTIa paHbIlle He
BUZETIa, IPO0IKal MeIbKaTh Iepef ee rina3amu, CepeHa, KoTopas Obljla yBepeHa, YTO CETOIHS OHa
OobIlle HE CMOXKET CIaTh, B3TOXHYJIA U BCTajla C KPOBATH, YTOOHI IIOYKUTATH KHUTY...

— CyKa, TH faxe MPOCHIIaenbcs Kak-T0 CTPaHHO, Aa?

Korpa Xo3giika baliHy BHe3amHO 3aroBopujia ¢ Her psaAaoM ¢ Hel, CepeHa IIMPOKO OTKPHIJIa r'jla3a u
mocTasa Beep.



*BaMm!*

—Au!

Opnako Xo3suka bamnau 6bICTpO yaapuia ee IoCoXOoM II0 I'0JIOBE U 3aroBOpuiia C YXMBIJ'[KOI;I.

— TBost maMsaTh BepHYyJack? Torma cKaXku CBOMM IIITHOHAM, YTOOBI OHU ITEPECTAJIN PACIIPOCTPAHATh
CIIyX# 0 MOUX C1aboCTSX.

— XM...

CepeHa, CXBaTHUBILASICS 3a TOJIOBY, KOTZla OHA HEKOTOPOEe BpeMsi CIIOTHKalach, BCKOpPE
npo0opMoTasa C I0BOJIbHOM YIILIOKOM.

— O®pei, s 3HaNA, 4TO Tak Oymer... Bo3aMoKHO.



— ... MoxHo Bompoc?

Xo3suKa bammHau, KoTopas CMOTPEN Ha Hee C pa3apazKeHueM, IIOCIenTHo 3agana CepeHe BOIPOC,
noka CepeHa HalpaBisaiach K CBOEMY CTOIY.

— { He 3HaIO, YTO, YepT BO3bMHU, THI IIEITACIILCA COEeNaTh... Ho Kak maneko TH 3TO BGHHaHI/IpOBaHa?

— Tonbko [0 ctoma. HaunHas ¢ 9TOT0 MOMEHTa, 3TO HeM3BeCTHas 0071acTh, KOTOPYIO 5 TOXKE He MOTY
TIPeICKa3aTh.

CepeHa, IIPpsAMO OTBETHUB HA BOIIPOC, HAIIKMCaJlla IIMCbMO CBOMM IIIIKMOHAM, ITOCJIE YEero IIPOaOJIZKHIIA
TOBOPHUTE.

— ... Utak, HaM HYKHO NIpAAyMaTh HOBHIH IIJIaH.

Habmiomast 3a Hell co clerka 3aMHTPUTOBAHHBIM BhIpaXKeHUEeM JuIlla, X03s11ka balrHu nopouina K
Hel, 4TOoOBI IIPOBepuUa CofepKaHue NUChMa.



— AX, mo3xe s X04y, YTOOBI THl BOCCTAHOBHJIA MOY BOCTIOMUHAHUS TAKUMM, KaKUMU OHU OBITTH
paHbIe. ITO HOIKHO OLITH A7 Te0S MyCTSIKOM, BEPHO?

— 4TO!?

— W ¢ 3Toro MomeHTa g Xouy, YTOOBI THI IIpuXoaguiia KO MHE B 3TO BpeMdA KaXXObIM TeHb, YTOOBI
BEPHYTE MOU BOCIIOMHWHAHMUS.

— D-3Ta rHUJIAS MaJleHbKad...!

Ho korga CepeHa CIIOKOWHO MOIIPOCUiia 00 3Toi Heslemnou yciayre, Xo3siiKa balllHu B THeBe MOAHSA
CBOU IIOCOX...

— ... Ecnu 3T0 ucbMO He JOMOET OO0 MOUX IIMHOHOB, PaHO UK MO3OHO BCE TBOU CEKPETHEI CTAHYT
HN3BECTHEBL HMHepI/II/I.

— *B3mox*...



Korpa CepeHa mepepaia MUCbMO COBe, X0341Ka baliHau onycTunack Ha CTYJI C YAPYYEHHBIM
BHIPaXKEHUEM JIUIIA.

— Hoquy TBI 3aCTaBJIsA€IIb MEHA OeJIaTh TAKUE CyMadCIIEeOIIne BEIn?

Xozguika baurau cripocuna ¢ 06MKeHHBIM B3rIsgoM, 1 CepeHa THUX0 MpobopMoTaja B TYHHOM CBETE.

— ... Eciiu 1 xouy o6manyTh Bora ComnHIla, y MEeHSI HET APYroro BeIOOpa, KpOMe Kak AeldCTBOBATh
1I0CJIe HACTYIJIEHUSI TEMHOTEL.

— *B3mox*...

Xo3siika balrHu mokadasa rojIoBOM U IPOMoIKaja IIy00Ko B3ObIXaTh, KOTHA YCIBIIIama 3T0. [ToToM
OHa yBH[IeJla MKChMO, JIeXKaBIllee y Hee Ha CTOJIe, ¥ MOTAHYJIach K HEMY, HaXMYPHUBILIUCE, HO...



— ... THI He moMXKHa IIPOCMATPUBATE YYyXKHUE BEIIU.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOT[la OHa IIOofoIIa K HeMy, CepeHa BRIXBAaTHIIa MMCEMO U3 €€ PYKH U II0CMOTpPeIIa
Ha Hee. OHa CIIPOCHIIa C BEIpaXXeHUEM JIIla, KOTOPOe MPEeAIoIarano, YTo 3TO HeCIpaBeIIuBo.

— YT0 B 9TOM TaKOr'0 BaXKHOI0?

— B atom?

3aTeM CepeHa cjleTkKa HaXMypuiaach U OTBETHIIA.

— EguHCTBEHHAs IIepeMeHHas.

3atem TIOBEPXHOCTH KOHBEPTA, KOTOPYIO CepeHa Ha4dalla MeIJIEHHO pPa3benaTh HYHHOfI MaHOH,
3aCBE€THUJIAaCh, OTKPBIBAs 30JIOTYIO II€49aTh Knansr.
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