— Makc.

Mo03KHO CMOTPETh YacaMH ¥ He HaWTU B Makce HUYEro 0COOEHHO HeOOBYHOT0. BeoKyphIii MabyuK,
Ha ToJIOBe y HETro0 CHjesa KOMHa I'PSA3HO-0IOHAMHUCTHIX BOJIOC, @ U3-II0]] YCTAJIbIX BEK BBHITJISIbIBAIIN
HA4YEM He IIpuMedaTe/ibHble Kapue rina3a. CKpoMHOe Xy[olaBoe TeI0CI0XeHNe ITOAPOCTKa
CKpBIBajia YepHas GyTOOIKA U CUHUE OXKUHCHL.

— Makc. OO6paTu BHUMaHHUE.

EMy HY2KHO OBIZIO CIIaTh KaK MOXKHO [OJIbIIIE, KOTTa OH MOT 3TO CHeJaTh. [Iociie MIKOIE eMy HYXKHO
OexaTh Ha paboTy, a 9TO 3amepKajo Okl ero mo monyHour. YeM Gosbllle YacoB OH MOT PaboTaTh, TEM
JIyd4Ile, TaK Kak 3TO 03HAaYaj0, YTO OH MOT HEMHOT'O [OJIbIlIe OCTAaBaThCS B CTAPOM JOME CBOUX
ponutenel. be3 Hero eMy OblJI0 ObI HEKYA UATH.

— Makc!

Korpma ero uMs mpoopasu IpsiMo eMy Ha yX0, MOJIOIOY YeJTIOBEK YyTh He yIajl CO CTyJa Ha II0JI, eClu
Obl He 3anenuics 3a Kpau j1abopaTopHoro crtona. OH 06HapPYXKUII, YTO CTONKHYJICS C pa3fpazxkKeHHBIM
B3TJISIIOM CBOEH ImapTHepIH 1Mo jadopaTopuu. [TIOHSTHO, TOCKOIBKY OH ITHITAJICS B3OPEMHYTh
TIOCpeay 3afaHus,

Bce, uTo Makc Mor cfenarth, 9T0 OPOCUTh Ha Hee U3BUHSIOMIUMCS B3I, HuKakux
n3BMHeHUN. HuKakux u3BuHeHu. — M3BuHM, Bap0, — CcKa3all OH C efiBa pa3IUYUMBEIM aKIIEHTOM.

BonbIMHCTBO MapHei pafoBanuch Okl 1 00OPCTBOBAJK B TaO0paTOPUU, KOTHA Y3HAX OBI, YTO OHU
OoynyT naptHepoM 1o nabopatopuu bap6aps ['opmoH. C Ipyroi CTOPOHEL, OHA, HOJIKHO OBITE,
YyBCTBOBaJa, 4TO paboTa ¢ HUM nofo0Ha BOJIOUEHHUIO SKOps. BhIIo Kanb, OHa Obl/la COBEPIIEHHO
HEBEPOSATHOM.

IMHHBIE PRIXKKE BOJIOCH], IOTPSICAOIINE 3eJIeHbIe I'1a3a U TeJI0, COYeTaloIeecs co BceM 3TUM. K
cozkaJieHHnIo, Makc 3HaJjl CBOM IIIAHCHI HA YTO-TO JaJIbIIe TOTO, YTO OHA 3HAET ero UMs; T'Ie-TO 110
COCE[ICTBY C «MU3EPHBIM IIAHCOB» U «IIIAHCOM CHEXKHOTO Iapa B amy». OHU TOYHO He ObLIH
Opy3bsiMu. [Jaxe CKa3aThb, YTO OHU 3HAKOMBI, OBITIO HATSIKKOM.,

Ia, oHa Oblyla BEJTUKOJIEIIHA, HO TAaKUM [eBYyIIKaM He HPaBUJIUCh TaKue MTapHH, KaK OH. Y Hee ObITH
JIydlIe OIeHKH, OHa Obllla caMoi CIIOPTHUBHOM IEBOYKOM B IIKOJIE, Oblla OoYephio KOMHUCcapa
monuimy ['oTaMa u 1mocie 3aHsATul nogpabaTreiBana B «BaH MHOacTpuc».

OH OBII BCETO JIUIIL CHIHOM KAaKHX-TO HeymaBHINXCA KOMMEPYECKUX YYEHEIX, KOTOPHIX Y2K€E He OBILTIO B
2KUBLIX.

Bap6apa B3moxHYy/a 1 MOKayasia I'oJI0BOM, YKa3kiBasl Ha SKCIIEPUMEHT IIepe[l HUMH, KOTOPHIM OHA yKe
3aBepinuiia. — Bce B mopsigke. 9To Ha caMoM fiesie ObIcTpee 6e3 BCeil 9TOM HEeYK/TI0kKel COBMECTHOM



paboTEI. — OHa IIOCTyYaJsia 10 MaKeTy Ha 1a00paTOPHOM CTOJIe, KOTOPEIMA OBIT IIOJTHOCTHIO 3AI0JIHEH,
JKeCTOM TOKa3kBasi MakKcCy, 4TOOB OH HAITKCAJI TaM, Te JOJIXKHO OBIJI0 OBITH €r0 UMs, — ... SHAEIIb,
ecyy OBl THI HEMHOT'O TIOCTapPaJICs, KTO 3HAET, Ha YTO ThI ObII OBl crioco0eH? f Bujiena TBOU OLIEHKH.
TEl Jaxke He yYUIIbCS.

Makc paccMesinics 4 ¢ 61arogapHOCTRIO Hamucall CBOe UMS Ha CTpaHule. —f 04eHb CTapaioCh.
[ToBeps MHe. — y HET0 He OBIJIO BpeMeHU YUYUThCsI. EMy efiBa ymaBajoCh HaUTH BpeMsi, YTOORI
cOemnaTh JOCTATOYHO JOMAIITHUX 3aJaHui, YTOOR COXPAaHUTh MPUTUYHBIN CpeqHu Oar.

Bap6apa mopzkana ryosl, HO HUUero He cKa3aja. M3-3a «BHEKJIaCCHBIX» [eJl OHa Obllla OYeHb
BHUMaTEJIbHA K TOMY, YTO IIPOMCXOOUI0 BOKPYT Hee. OHA MPeKpPacHO 3Haja, YTO MakC MoTepsii
CBOMX poOuTesiel, mociemHero 0ojee MOyrofa Hasaf, JaXe ec/Ii OH HUKOT[a HUKOMY He TOBOPHII
00 9TOM ¥ faxe He coo01man 06 3TOM JIIOISIM B IIKOJIE, KOTOPHIE 00513aTeIhHO MOIKHEI OB 3HATD,
YTO 3TO MPOu30I10. OH MPOCTO IPOITYCTHUIT HECKOJIBKO MHEH IIKOJIB M BEPHYJICS 063 TPOMeIIeHus.

Ho 9TOT MIKOMBHBIN PUTM Hadajl YXYAIIAThCS, TOTOMY YTO eMy HY2KHO OblIo o0ecreyuBaTh cels. Y

Hero He Ob110 cembu B [lITaTax. OH mepecTas 3aHUMATHCS CIIOPTOM M [laXKe IepecTas KaXK/Ibli JeHb
XOIUTH B MKONTy. OH HUKOTHA He IIPOCUTT O TIOMOIIY U Jaxe He [laBajl HUKOMY IIOHSTh, UYTO OH OMMH,
13 TOPOOCTH UIIM 110 KaKoi-nmubo Apyroi npuyuHe. M BceM OBIIO HamieBaTh. OTO OBUI HE TOT TOPOT,

[IJIST TOMOIITH.

[Tpo3BeHen 3BOHOK, 1 MaKC BCTaJl paHbllle Hee, CXBAaTUII ITAKeT U IOJIOKHUII PYKY el Ha IIJiedo,
TPOXO[Ist MUMO, YTOOH ciaTh. — Cracu00, ¥ eCJIH 5T MOTY YTO-TO CHENaTh I03xkKe, s OyIy JOKeH
Tebe.

— 4 npocTo papa Oblyla TOMOYb, — HEYBEPEeHHO cKa3aja bap6apa, risas, Kak OH YXOOUT. B KoHIIe
KOHIIOB, 3TO HEe e€ MeJIo.

XXX

Ianexo 3a mBa Yaca HOUM Makc BOIIIeJI B CBOI0 KBAPTUPY U 3amep 3a co6oii gBephb, 6POCKUB PIOK3aK y
IBEpH U IJIIOXHYBIIKCH TAI[OM Ha JUBAH, MaXKe He CHSIB CHadasa 00yBU U IOJIHOCTHIO
ITPOUTHOPUPOBAB 3aIIMCKY, MTOACYHYTYIO €My IIOf OBEPh B €T0 OTCYTCTBUE. ET0 JOM mpencTaBIsi
co00¥ POCTYI0 OMHOKOMHATHYIO0 KBaPTUPY. ITO OBIJIO HE COBCEM B XOPOIIIeH YacTH TOPofa, HO MOTJIO
OBITH M XYyXKeE.

OH moppeMart TpY 4Yaca, IIpexkae YeM IIPOCHYThCA U cnabo nogHaThes. Ellle Ba Yaca o TOro, Kak
€My HyKHO OBLIIO BCTaBaTh B LIKOIY.

Co B3moxoM Makc orjisaesn CBOI0 TEMHYIO KBapTUPY, B KOTOPOU BCe ellle HaXOOUJIOCh TO U CE elre IO
TOTO, KaK ero OTell yMep IIecTh MecsieB Ha3af. OfiHa TOJTbKO MBIC/Ih 00 3TOM 37IHJIa €ro, HO 3TO OBII
IPUTYIIJIEHHLIN THEB. B rHEBa, C KOTOPHIM ThI 3HAJI, YTO HUYET0 He MOXKeIllb [T0AeaTh.

Ero mats u oteng 06a OBIIH KOMMEpP4YECKHUMU YUEHBIMHU, KOTOPHIE 3apa6aTbIBaJ'II/I Ha 2KHW3Hb, KOI'la OH



OBLT MOJIOXKE, TPOEKTUPYS U padoTast C KOMaHOAMH Haj TeXHOJIOTusIMU, KoTopele «STAR Labs» u
OpyT¥e TeXHOJIOTHYeCKue eHTPHl IPoJaBajy 3a OrPOMHbIe IeHbr'u. Ho B OUH IpeKpacHHIH JeHb BCe
9TO KOHYHJIOCH, ¥ BCE CTaj0 TsxkensM. Ho OHM HMKOrma He mepecTtaBaiu pabotats. OHU O0bIe
paboTanu, yeMm oOpalllajy Ha HET0 BHUMaHHUeE.

A moToMm oHH 06a yMepiId, ONUH 3a APYTMM, He CIIMIIKOM HajeKo OpyT 3a apyroM. Ho ux paboTa
3abpaja uX y Hero 3afoiro o cMepTtu. OH OTOPYHUIICS, HO HeHamonro. [IoToMy 49To [jis 3TOTO He
Ob17T0 BpeMeHu. Mupy ObIIIO HallJieBaTh Ha TBOM OIPaBHAHUS.

OHH OCTaBU/IM €T0 Ha CaMoTro ce6s, He YUYUTHIBAs KaKUX-T100 HellpeaBUIeHHbIX

06cTosiTennbCTB. HUKaKuX KOHTAKTOB C KeM-JT00, KTO MOT OBl IIPUHSTH €T0 UM TOMOYb eMy. Hu
neHer, 4ToObl TOMOYBL MY BEIKUTh. HU offHa cucTeMa He cpaboTasa. AToro OLIJI0 AOCTATOYHO, YTOOH
3aCTaBUTh €T0 CMESIThCS, eC/IH OBl 9TO He OBIJIO TaK XKaJKo.

YT0 OH cOOMpACs [eaTh, CTAaTh MOAOIEYHEIM rocygapcTBa? K uepty aro. YcrHOBNEeHUE? Het u
maHca. EMy OBUTO IIeCTHAAATH, TAK YTO GBUIO CIMIIKOM II03THO, YTOO 3TO cpaboTasio, faxe eCiu
OH IeMCTBUTEIIBHO XOTEJ OB YeT0-TO TAKOTO, YETO OH COBEPIIEHHO TOYHO HE XOTE.

W Temeps 0CTATOK JHEW eMy IPUAETCS TPATUTh Ha TO, YTOOH 3apaboTaTh TO, YTO OH MOXKET,
cnydaiiHeiMu 3apaboTkamu? Ele mo Toro, Kak OH CTaj JOCTATOYHO B3POCIIBIM, YTOOR MMETh IIAHC Ha
ycrnex? HeT. Ecnu oH coOuparscs macTh, TO 3TO IIPOU30IIIO OB TOTOMY, YTO OH COBEPIIHII OBl CBOU
cOoOCTBEHHBIE TIIyIbe OMMUOKY, YTOOR 0Ka3aThCs B KOHIIE B siMe. Byob IPOKISAT ero Bo3pacT, OH
coOupascs HauTH BBEIXOJ.

XBaTuT mepbMa. [laxke eCciiyd OH KOTa-HuOYOb MOCTYIIUT B KOJIIEOXK, 4To Torga? OH Jaxke He CMOXKeT
OIJIaTUTH IIpoe3a. He Torma, Korga OH XKW Kak ceilyac.

Bckouus, cTUCHYB 3y0Obl, Makc IiefieyCTpeM/IeHHO TONHYJI ¥ Hadall PHIThCS BO BCEM, IO Yero MOT
IOTSIHYThCS, YTO, KaK OH 3HAJI, IIPUHA/JIEXKA0 ero poguTtensM. HabpocaHHbIE 3aMeTKH,
He3aBepIeHHbIe IPOEKTH, KOTOPHIE ObUIM OJ1s1 Hero He 6oJiee 4eM TapaOapIIuHOM, U pPa3TuYHbIEe
YaCTH, KOTOpPbIe B KAKOU-TO MOMEHT BpeMeHU MOT/IM OBITh UCIIOJIb30BaHHI [JI1 CO3aHus 4yero-nuoo,
HO Makc He MOT HU B yeM pa3obpaThcs.

BHYTpI/I OJIHOI7I KOMHATHI, KOTOPYIO OH OEJIUJI C OTIIOM, OH IIOPBIJICA B I.T.IKa(I)y, AIOIUKaX, BO BCEM, UTO
MOT 3arJIAHYTh 34, 100 UJIX BHYTPBG, YTOOBI HAUTH YTO-TO CTodI11ee.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OH HATKHYJICSI Ha KeHC, KOTOPHIH IaX, KakK OTHOCUTEIbHO HOBHIM U BRITIISMIEN
BaxXHEIM. OH OIpefie/IeHHO He BUEJI er0 PaHbIIe, HO OMSTh XKe, II0CJIe TOro, KaK OHU Iepeexau u [0
TOTO, KaK ero oTel] Hauaj 00JIeTh, OH He IIOMHHJI, YTOORI BOOOIIE YTO-TO 3aMedasl. Bce 3Ty Belu
BpAIaIiCh BOKPYT PabOTH €0 0TIIa, ¥ ero paboTa MPHUBOAUIIA €T0 B IPOCTD IIPU MBICITH O HEH.

OH OB TAaK PacCTPOEH, YTO eBa 3aMEeTUJI CKaHep OTIIeYaTKOB IaIbIIeB Ha MTepeiHel MTaHeNu, 10
KOTOPOMY OH ITPOBEJT OOJIBIIKUM ITAjIbIIEM, B Pe3y/IbTaTe Yero Ke#c ¢ MUMeHneM OTKPBIICS, K eTo
Oomnbiomy yauBineHuio. OTKPBIB Ke#c, OH 00HAPYKUIT CJIOKEHHBIN KOCTIOM U IPyTHe MeJIKue
WHCTPYMEHTHI.



KoM06uHe30H? ITa MBICIIL O0JIee YyeMm pa3aopazxKalia €ro, Korga OH BEITAIIIXUII €TI0 XU IIOCMOTPEII Ha
Hero. OH HEPBHHUYAJI U3-3d TOIr'0, YTO YTO-TO HaWOeT UJIM 4YTO €0 BRITOHST U3 [OMa, X B UTOTe Halllesl
KOCTIOM.

9T0 OBIIIO TEMHO-3€JIeHOE 1IeJIbHOE 00U C MOPUCTHIMU BOJIOKHAMU ¥ MATKHAM ITOKPHITHEM BOKPYT
CyCTaBOB KOHeYHOCTel. CHapyXu OHU OBINTM TBEPMHI, KaK METAJI, HO BHYTPU UX MOXKHO OBIIIO JIETKO
OBUTATh, II03BOJISAS Bllafenblly THYTh uX. OH ITOKPHIBaI KaXKAyI0 YacTh €Tr0 Teja J0 BTOPOro CyCTaBa
IaableB.*

*T1.I1. KocTioM moKa3aH Ha 00JI0KKaX.

— VX... Kak-To Tyro, — ImpoBopyaa Makc, 4yBCTBYs, KaK KOCTIOM CJIMBA€TCS C KaXIbIM YTOIKOM U
IIeJIbI0 Ha €ro Tejle, Jaxke MeX[y IajibllaMy PYK U HOT, U OLIYINaJ0Ch HEIIPUATHOE

TIOKaJbIBaHue. Pe3kuii, Kak 6yTO BCe ero TeJo MOABEepraaoCh OMHOMY IIOCTOSTHHOMY yHoapy ci1aboro
37IeKTpUYecTBa. TeM He MeHee, OH OBICTPO IIPUCIIOCOOUIICS K HEMY, IIJIOTHO U yA00HO, KaK BTOPOH
KOMIIIEKT KOXM. OH IOYTH YyBCTBOBAJ CeOST T'OJIBIM.

Xopoio. Mtak, kocTioM. OTnuuHo. Eciu 66l OH OeWCTBUTENIBHO MOT YTO-TO AeJlaTh, TO €My MOTJIO
IIOBE3TH.

Ho korpa oH nogymarsn o0 3TOM, OH ITOYYBCTBOBaJI ce0s... Ha CaMOM fefie TPeKPacHO. YIbIOHYBIINCE
9TOY MBICIIH, OH TIOATIPHEITHYJI HA I[BITIOYKAX U UCKPEHHE [TOBEPUJI, YTO HUKOIT]a He YyBCTBOBAJ cebst
TaKuM JETKuUM. Kak 6yaTo Bec ero Tejia O4YTH He CyIiecTBOBaj. YyBCTBYS, UTO OH MOXKET IIOUTH U
BBIUT'PATh COPEBHOBAHME I10 CII9M-AHKY, OH MOAMPHITHYJT ¥ BPe3aJsiCst TOJI0BOM B IIOTOJIOK.

YmaB Ha 1071, OH 3axXaJl POT, IPUKYCUB A3BIK. — Aaxx.

[ToMuMmo 60JH, BazKHO OBIJIO TO, YTO OH OaXKe He IIbITaJICA CepBéSHO IIPBITHYTE. OH efiBa OTOpBaAll
ITaJIbIBI HOT' OT 3€MIJIH.

... 4T0 370 OBINT 332 KOCTIOM? OH 4yBCTBOBaJ ce6s MpeKpacHo, ¥ BCe, YTO OH [iesiajl, OILIYIIaaoCch
nydure. Kak? 3To ObIJI0 I0X0Ke Ha YTO-TO U3 KOMUKca. Kak mepBas clieHa KaKO#i-TO UCTOPUHU T'eposi.

Ho 65110 B TOM, uTO Makc He OBl KAKMM-TO T€POeM, B OH He X0Tes ucTopuu. OH MPOCTO XOTeNI KUTh
6e3 3a00T.

U oH ObIn JOCTAaTOYHO MOJIOH, YTOOHI OyMaTh, 4YTO BCeE ﬂeﬁCTBHTeHBHO MOKeT OBITh TaK IIPOCTO, KakK
OH X04erT.
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