IIBa mHS IIpoJIeTeJIn HE3aMETHO C Te€X II0P, KaK OH Ha4dall HaO/II00aTh 3a CBOeH J0o0BIUel, M OH
IIpHUIIEe]I K BEIBOOY, YTO OH He IIPeaCTaBJIAII YT'DO3HI.

HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO OH 3HAJI, YTO OJI€JHOKOKHUY YeI0BeK He ObLI CBSI3aH C 3THMHU CYIIeCTBaMH,
KOTOPEIE TOT{Ia PACTOITAJIK €r0 TOPHOCTh, OH BCe ellle OblJT 0OCTOPOXKeH. 1o 9TOl mIpuYnHe OH
HECKOJIbKO [Hel Ha0monas 3a 6J1eMHOKOXKUM I0HOIIeH, HaOmomas 3a HUM U3jajeKa, U3 CBOero
JIOTOBA, HO HAKOHEI[ OH JBUHYJICS.

fUed00nmmoze[.Jom
JlemssHOM OpakOH OBUHYJICS.

Opdeti, KOTOPHIN HECKOIBKO IHEH Ha3af YIriayOIisacs BO BHYTPEHHIOI YacCThb ITOCJIE PacCTaBaHUs C
Karyeii, BHe3aIllHO II0UyBCTBOBAJI CUJIbHOE [aBlieHNe, HallpaB/ieHHOe Ha Hero, Kak Oy[To Ha Hero
HaBaJIuIach OTPOMHas BHICOTA.

B HebGe mosiBUIOCh 0UeHb O0JIbIIOE 3BePh-UCTOK, 3TO ObLT JBeHAAIIaTUMETPOBHIM eASHON OPaKoH, y
Hero Obljla Tapa T'MTaHTCKUX KPHUTBEB, 9TOT JIEASHOM APaKOH OBLT YMCTO-0€I0T0 1IBETA, €T0 T'/la3a
ObLTH royOBIME, Kak ronyboe HeOoO.

C Hebec oH cmoTpen Ha Opdes; oH GBI CITOBHO BiambiKa. Korma on siBuncs, Opdeit mouyBCTBOBAI,
KaK Ha HETo IaBUT €ro BJIaCTh, a TEMIIepaTypa yraa Ha HeCKOJIbKO IrpafycoB. Ho OH elre muITacs
ITPUTBOPSITHCS.

"Cue 1apb XBaJUT TS 3a TO, UTO He 6exKaJjl, KOorma y3pen cero mnaps". JIegsHo# JpakoH 3ar0BOPHUIIL.

Opdeit mobnemguen oT yxkaca. OH maxke Havaa APOXKaTh; €I0 HOT'M IOJKOCHIIMCH, KOT{Ia OH H300pa3uI
UCIyraHHOTo. Ha ero nuile ObIIO HAMMCAHO, YTO OH IOHUMAJT — KyHa Obl OH HU Toties, JlegssHou
OPaKOH IIpeciemoBast Okl ero.

Topp (Tak Ha3Ban cebst IEPBOOLITHEIN 3BEPh) HE CMOT CKPBITh CBOIO PAfOCTh, KOTTla 3aMeTuJ, Kak
IOHOIIIa TPeMeIeT OT CTPaxa; OH YyBCTBOBas ce0sl HallyraHHEIM Iepel HUM, OTYasHUe IIPOHU3EIBAJIO
ero CyuecTBo. Toppy HpPaBUJIOCH 3TO YYBCTBO; EMYy HPABUJIOCh HAbOII0aTh, KaK IPOXKUT ero Ho0kua,
KOI'7la OHa CTaJIKUBAeTCs C HUM, a I'/la3a ee MOJIHH yKaca. OH MOT peliaTh UX Cyab0y; 3TO OLIyIIeHHe
0110 TOKOOHO ClTafiKOMy HEeKTapy, OT KOTOPOT0 HEBO3MOXKHO yCTaTh. ITO BHI3EIBAJTIO 3aBUCUMOCTE.

Y6uB 1oHo111y, TOPp MIaHUPOBAJ BEIPBATh EI'0 TPEKPACHEIE aJlble TJ1a3a, MPeXkae YeM CheCThb ero
TEeJ0. A KOrfja OH YCIIEITHO JOCTUTHET 5-T0 YPOBHS, TO Oy[IeT UCIIOIh30BaTh 9T I'Jla3a B KAUECTBE
yKpalleHus, Ipexk/e YeM CHOBA OTIIPaBUThCS B LIeHTpaNbHEIA PETUOH, YTOOB OTOMCTHTD.

"Topauck, 4emoBeK, Thl CTaHelrh 00eqoM 9TOr0 KOPOJIs, YacThio MeHs", - ropao o0bsiBuil Topp, u,
yBU[EB, KaK YeJI0BEK CHOBa 3a/ip0KaJl, OH UCIBITA elle 60Jblle TOPHOCTH.

Cpa3sy xke mocie cBoero 3asiBneHus: Topp 6pocuics Ha Opdest KorTeM, TOTOBEIN 00€3TIaBUTh
TIOCJIETHETO.

Opuako Topp pe3Ko OCTAaHOBUIICS, KOTHa yBUAe, Kak Opdeit CMOTPUT Ha HEro. ITo ObUT He B3TJIAL
3arHaHHOM J0oOLIYM, a B3I OXOTHUKA, KOTOPHIH YCIIEIIHO 3aMaHuI CBOO XKEPTBY, IPUTBOPUBIINCH
cnaboi.



Topp moYyBCTBOBAl, KaK €ro Cepflie YIII0 B ISITKH, KOT{la OH YBU[IEN 3Ty CIEHY.
'On onaceH'.

Bo BTOpO¥ pa3 3a COTHM JIET OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI CTPAX, TSI Ha QUIypy, KoTopas Oblla HaCTOJIBKO
MaJjia, YTO Ka3aJioch, OH MOT Pa3[aBUTh €€ OMHUM HOTTEM.

OH mombITancs B3/METETh MPSIMO B HEDO.

Opdeti, KoTOPHIM MOJTYAI C CaMOT0 Hadajla, HaKoHell, ABUHYICSA. OH GBICTPO COKPATU PAaCCTOSHUE
MeXKIy HUMH 10 TOTro, Kak Topp CMOT I0-HacToseMy c6exkaTh.

C3amu Hero Havyasno (GopMUPOBATHCS MHOXKECTBO JIEASHHBIX CTPEL.
Topp He Mor He OPOCUTEL Ha HUX 0€CIIOKOMHEBIN B3TTIS.
«JTH NefIsiHbIe CTPEJIbl JOCTATOYHO CUJIbHEI, YTOOBI IPOOUTE MO0 KOXKY».

Cawm siBIIsisSICH TTONTb30BaTeneM JlemssHOM Maruu, Topp CMOT ompenenuTh 9T0. OH 3HaJ, YTO JOIKEH
KaK-TO UX OCTAHOBHUTG.

«He CMOTPH Ha MEHA CBBICOKA, YEJIOBEK>.

Topp KpUKHYI, IpeXke YeM BEIIOXHYTh JIEASHOE OhIXaHHWEe, KOTOPOE CTOJIKHYJIOCH C
TPUOINKAIOUMMUCS JIEASHBIMY CTPEJIaMH.

*Bam*

[Tocne CTONKHOBEHHUS ABYX aTak mpou3olien 60biioi B3psB. Korga Topp mogyMani, 4To Temnepsb OH
CMOKEeT OQUCTaHIMPOBATHCS, IIPEK]IE YeM IIPernogaTh 3TOMY YeJIOBEKY X0polunii ypok, Opdelt co3man
elle ONHY IMOPLUIO JTEeOTHBIX CTPEIl.

«Hwuuero Ce6e, 9TOT YeJIOBeYEeCKUN YPOBEHEL COIIOCTAaBHUM C MOHM, YTOORI TaK JIETKO KCIIOJIb30BaTh 9Ty
TEXHUKY>.

Topp nogymar mpo ce6si, HaOTHSASICh TPEBOTOM.
OH TONBKO YTO BBIAOXHYJI, IIO3TOMY HEe CMOXKET CHeJiaTh 3TO B OnuKalilliee BpeMsi.

Korga TOpp CIIEIHO IIBITAJICA ITPUOYMATh, KdK BBIMTH U3 3TOT0 3ATPYOHUTEIIbHOT' O ITIOJIOZKEHU I,
JiesdgHas CTpeJla C HEOCTaHOBUMBIM MMITYJIbCOM BOH3HMJIIACH B €TI0 TEJIO.

"Kyx...!

Topp BCKpUKHYI OT 60/IH, Ie[AsTHON 0CKOJIOK, Ka3asioCh, BOH3UJICS B €70 KOCTU, U UMEHHO B 3TOT
MoMeHT Topp, KOTOPRIM HUKOTa He OBLT HEJOBOJIEH CBOUM OOJIBIIINM TEJIOM, HE MOT He
IIOYYBCTBOBATh, YTO OH OBIT U3JIUIITHE BEJIUK.

'‘Kyna on pemncsa?'
Topp 3apman cebe Bonpoc, moromy 4yto Opdeil BHE3ATHO UCUE3.

OH nosBucs B He0e, U B eT0 pyKe OBIII0 TpeXMEeTpPOBoe NefsiHoe Konbe. OH MeTHY JIefigHOe KOIbe B
Toppa.



[MTocnegHu# TOYYBCTBOBAJ TTTyOOKUIM KPU3UC U TYT K€ yIapuil XBOCTOM, YTOOBI OTOUTD JEASTHOE
KOIIBE.

XpycT!!!
Pa3spasncs 3ByK, u JlefgHOe KOIIbe Pa3JIOMUIIOCH HAJBOE, & XBOCT Toppa Toxke OBIJT TOBPEkKEH.
"Tax! [TpoKnATHE, MENIKUH yOIIIONOK.

Kak ToipKO OH IOYYBCTBOBaJ 00/ B XBOCTE, TOPP Pa3BEPHYJIICS ¥ B3MaXHYJ KOT'TeM, YTOOH
otOpocuth Opdesi B CTOPOHY.

Teno Opdes neteno Ha OTPOMHOU CKOPOCTH U BPe3asoch B JIeggHyI0 ropy I103agu Hero.
Bywm!

Ynap ObUT HAaCTONBKO CUJIBHBIM, YTO FOpa PyXHYyJa, HO BEIpaxkeHue julla Toppa He CTasio JIydlle.
Opdeii ycrien MpOH3UTh €My OOUH TJa3, IPexk/e YeM ero OTIPaBUIIU BPe3aThCs B JISOTHYIO TOpY.

OH gepxKaJjl CBOM OCTaBIIMNCS I'Jla3 Ha Ky4e pa3pyLIeHHBIX JIEASHbIX TOP.
[Maru!!

Kak u oxuganock, Opdeii BEIIIEN, CIIOBHO HUYETo He mpou3oInio. OH faxe YXMBUTBHYJICS; He ObLITO
HUKAKKMX TPABM, KPOMe eT0 Pa30PBAaHHHLIX YEPHHIX OleXK, a ero 6eas Koxa IO0M ONeXOoun
BBITJISIZIEJIA XOPOLIIO.

Bripaxenue nuila Toppa moMpaydHeso; Kakoe MOIIHOe PU3UYEeCKOe TeJO.
Topp ucmneiTan Mok, Korga B3rnsuyn Opdero B rinasa.
«YenoBeK? DTO YEJIOBEK?»

Topp yKe [OBOJILHO [IOIT0€ BpeMs IpaBujl BHyTpeHHUM XpeOTOM, U OH ITOBHAAJ MHOXKECTBO JIIOEH,
31p(OB U axkKe OEMOHOB.

OH TakXKe 3Hal, 4TO JIOIH, KOTOPEIE MOT'JIX I[OGp&TbCﬂ [0 3TOT'0 MeCTa, OBLITM BCE OYEHB CUTTbHBIMU
JIIOOBMHU, HO JaXXe OHHN OBLIJIM BCET0 JIUIIb OITHOKAMH.

He BaxXHO, HACKOJIBKO IIpeKpaCHBIM OBLIT YEeJIOBEK, OJisd Hero OH OBIJI BCETO JIUIITh MypaBBéM, KOTOpOro
eMy CYXKIOEHO ChECTh.

Ho aToT yenoBek OB IPYTUM.

— Yemnogek...! Kakoro uépTa TH Takoi!? Tl He yenoBek. KTo ke TH Torma? — B3peBen Topp.

— Jlaxe s xoTen OBl 3HAThH 3TO, — IMOXKaJ m1edamu Opdei.

Topp ¢ HEBePOSITHOM CKOPOCTHIO Opocuncs K 6e3msaTexxHoMmy Opdeto. OH B3MaxHYJ KOTTSIMHU, HO TOT
C JIETKOCTBHIO YBEPHYJICS OT aTakKu, IMOUTH He ABUTasicb. OH CXBATUJ XBOCT Toppa roJIbLIMU PyKaMU U
PACKPYTHII €r0 TPUK[IHI, Tpexkae ueM 6POCUTL TUTAHTCKOe Teslo Toppa B CTOPOHY ONuKaule TopH.



*Babax*

Topp Bpe3a’sics B rOpHLIH cKJIoH. CHavaa ropy pasHecso Bapebe3ru, a IoToM u caMm Topp
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI JIETKOE T'OJIOBOKPYXKEHMUE.

OpmHaKo OH He MOT OCTaBaThCS Ha MECTE, IIOTOMY 4YTO IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KdK HpI/I6J'II/I}KaeTC$I Op(befl

Topp pa3sepHynca u ynapuil Opdest XxBoCTOM €O Bcel cuibl. Opdert CKpeCTUI pyKH, 3allULIasiCh OT
aTakd.

Ero oTmiBEIpHYJIO Ha OBEHaALaTh METPOB Ha3ap. Kak ¥ B IPOILILIY pa3, OH OCTAJICSd HEBPEAUM, a ero
omexpa Obllla pa30pBaHa B KITOYbS.

Topp OBITT YBEpEH, YTO 3TOT YesoBeK OblsT 6e3yMeH; OH IJIaHUPOBAJ BCTYIIHUThL C HUM B GU3UUECKUN
KOH(MUKT. Topp 06e3yMest OT 3TOTO OTKPBITUS; 9TOT HUUTOXKHBIM 4eJIOBEK OBbIJI TOX0XK Ha TeX
CYIIEeCTB, 4TO OBITM TOTHA; OH CMOTPEJ Ha HEro CBBICOKA; OH HaMeKaJll, YTO MOXKET CpPazKaThCs C
ToppoM, UCITONB3YsT TOJTBKO CBOI0 (GMU3UYECKYIO CUITY; HUKaKasl TeXHUKA He HyXKHa.

Topp B3peBen B 0e3ymMuy, 1 €ro rjia3a HaloJTHUIUCE KaX a0 KpoBu. OH HallpaBUJl CBOM KPOBaBBIN
B3rsn Ha Opdes 1 3aKpuyan:

"He 3a3HaBaiics, 4eJI0BEK".

Topp TyT XKe aTakoBasn Kaiina, uCIIonb3ys CBOU KOT'TH. UeI0BEK ¥ MyTHPOBABILINY 3BePh CpaXKaliCh
Ha MIPOTSIXKEHUM HECKOIbKUX METPOB, pa3pylias BCE Ha CBOEM IIYTH.

Ha orpomuoM Tesie Toppa OBIZI0 MHOXKECTBO PaH, B TO BpeMs KaK BepXHssd 4acTh Tena Opdes Obiia
oOHaxeHa U 663 eIUHOM LIAPANWHEI, a €r0 PYKH OBIIU CIerkKa KPpaCHBIMU K3-3a MTOCTOSTHHBIX
pa3MaxuBaHuy ¢ Toppom.

"OH MOHCTp..."

"3ayeM THI IPUTBOPSIICS c1abbrM? YTOOR ITOCMESTLCS Haf 9TUM KoposeM?" - ciipocui Topp ¢
HEHABUCTHIO, cBepist Opdess CMEPTOHOCHBIM B3TJISIIOM.

C ppyrot ctopossl, Opdeil HUKaK He pearnpoBajl Ha CMEPTOHOCHBIY B3TJIAM Toppa; ero OTBET ObLI
KOPOTKUM:

"TloToMy 4TO 3TO OBLIIO 3a6aBHO".

"IlaBail MOKOHYUM C 3TUM", - foOaBun OH; eMy BCce paBHO CTaHOBHUJIOCH CKYYHO, TaK KakK 3TOT 3BEpPb
ObLI He Tak CHJIeH, KakK OH AyMaJl; 03KKUAaeMoro 3a0aBHOTr0 00s1 He IIPOU30IIIIO.

Topp pemun nocTaBUThL BCe Ha CBOIO CIIENYIOIIYI0 aTaKy. Ero grixaHue OBITIO TOTOBO K HOBOMY
TPUMEHEHUI0; OH OTKA3kIBaJICS BEPUTh, UTO €TO JbIXaHUE MTPOUTPAET.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, flaXKe [PyTHUe MOTYIIeCTBeHHBIE 3BePH U JIIOAX He CMOTJIH TPOTUBOCTOSTE €T0
IBIXaHUIO, KpDOME 3TOT0 CYILIECTBA, OCTABIIETOCS HEBPEIUMbIM.

He3zaBucuMo 0T TOT0, KaKOM cuior 00afas 9TOT YeJI0BEK UIIM HACKOJIBKO KPEIKO ero pu3nieckoe



teno, Topp OvLN YBEPEH B cBoel mobefie.

Pppp!

Topp Havyan MaKCMMallbHO KOHIIEHTPUPOBATh CBOE ObIXaHUE.

On IJIaHUPOBAIl IIOCTABUTE CBOIO 2KU3Hb U CMEPTE B OOHY aTaKy.
3aTeM

OH BBIJOXHYJI CBOe mbixaHue B Opdes, KOTOPHIM gepaKall B pyKe KpacHBIM Mey; ero ria3a Obuiu
3aKPHITHL.

OH 6e3 CTpaXa CTOJIKHYJICSA C HaBUTAIOIINUMCA JIEOAHBIM ObIXaHWEM; BHE3allHO €ro MaJIMHOBEIE I'JIa3a
OTKDEINIXCE, CJIEA0OM 3a 3TUM €ro Med ceiiall IBUXKeHNe, CO3[1aB MaJIMHOBYIO BCIIBIIIIKY.

Meu ymapun Tak 6bIcTpo, 9TO TOPp maXke HE 3aMETHUII, Kak OH gBUrascs. OH YBUAEN TOJIBKO, KaK ero
TefisTHOe JhIXaHMe PacCeKaeTCs HaJBOe, a 3a HUM U eT0 TeJlo.

Topp, moBenuTensb C BETUKUMHU YCTPEMIIEHUSIMH, YMEepP BOT Tak. ETo mocienHel MBICIIbIO OBITIO, YTO B
3TOM MUPE BCerfla HaugeTcsl KTO-TO MOTYIIleCTBeHHee Te0sI.

[Tocne Toro kak oH Y6I/IJ'I JIeJaHOTr0 OAPAKOHa U 3a6paJI ero KpucCTajimdyeCkKoe aapo, 4ucCjio aBe
THICSTYH OBITIO 3aMMCAHO Ha eTo HAPY4YHBIX YacCaX.

Opdeit mocmotpen B rmybuny sigpa. OTTyOa 3a HUM CJeOUI KTO-TO IIOMCTUHE MOTYIIeCTBeHHBIH. OH
TIOYYsIJI 9TOT0 YeJjl0BeKa, OOHAKO TOT He 3HaJl, YTO ero ob6Hapyxkumu. OT HEro UCXOOUTIa YyKaast
SHeprus, 3acTaBigBIIas KpoBb Opdest KUTETs.

B TOT ke MUr yronku ero ry0 IogHSIJIMCh BBEPX, OH Ip0oOOpMOTaI:
— HHTepecHo.

BCKOpe OH HIaTrHYyJI B IIPOCTPAHCTBO U KCYES. 3T10 IMMyTeleCTBHEe 0Ka3aJIOCh He TAKUM CKYYHEIM,
KaKMM OH M3HadaJlbHO cebe mpencTaBIIsll.

Baumanue! STOT epeBon, BO3MOXKHO, €Il€ He TOTOB.

Ero craTyc: ugéT nepeson
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