Opdeii, 3amackupoBaHHbi o CTedaHa, 6eCCOBECTHO 3asBUIT 3TO, ¥ BOLIAPUIACH TUIIIMHA.

OH mocMOoTpen Ha XKeHUUHY neper coboii. OHa Toxke 3aMacKupoBanach. E€ IpHUpOHbIE CBETIHIE
BOJIOCHI U I'Jla3a CMEHWINCh Ha PhIXKKE BOJIOCH U Kapue I'ja3a, HO JaxXke TaK OHa He MOTJIa TOJTHOCTBIO
CKDBITh CBOE IIPEKPACHOE JIUIIO.

TuimuHa TPOMOIKaach, TOKa OHU CMOTPEINH APYT APYTY B riIa3a.

I/IMHepanI/II_Ia Jlunusa He 3HaIa II049eMYy, HO 9TO-TO B 3TUX ACHBIX CUHHUX I'Jla3dX BIIEKIIO eé. B Hux
Oblyla TaMHa. Hakowner1, oxa OIIyCTHJIa I'OJIOBY M CKa3alla:

— JTOT yOIIIOMIOK, 9TO BCE M3-3a HEro0, — THUXO BEIPyrajaach UMIepaTpuua JIuaus v OMPOKKUHYIa elé
OHY YalllKy BUCKH, CJIOBHO € 3TO ObIIIO HYXKHO, YTOORI 3ar0OBOPUTL. — M 3Ta II/II0Xa, OHa KaK
TapakaH, He JXeJlaeT coaBaThCs. [TPOKIIATHE.

Opdeii npocTo cunen psamoM ¢ Hel u ciymian, ynsbascs. OH TOJIBKO UTO YCIIBIIIAN, KakK OHa
IPOKJIMHaET MHOTUX JIIofel. KoHe4HO, UMEH OHa He Ha3blBaja.

Ona maxe IIPOKIJIsJia ero. OpHako yaille BCEr0 OHa IIPOKJIMHAJIA 3TOT'0 YeJIOBEKa, CBOETr0 My2Kd.

XOTs OHa U IIPOKJIMHAJIa MYXYHUHY 60HBH.IYIO Y9aCTh BpeMEeHHU, OH OBIT He €IUHCTBEHHBIM, O KOM
TOBOPHJIa UMIIepAaTPHUIIA. Bo3Mo0XHO, OHa cuyuTamna, 4TO Op(beﬁ He 3HaeT, KTO OHa4, II03TOMY Oalld
BOJIIO HaKOMMUBIIEMYCs HETOOOBAHWIO X Ha4Yalla U3JIMBATh BCE CBOU 06I/IJIBI.

OHa ockop6J1siyia CBOIO CEMBIO, TOBOPSI, YTO OHU HE IIOMOTJIM, XOTS IIPEKPacHO 3HaJIU, YTO
IIPOUCXOIUT.

Kak u nmonaraetcst xopomemy cnyuaresnto, Opdeil TeprnenuBo BEICIYIIUBAI €€, IIPePhIBasCh JIUIIh
[IJIST TOTO, YTOOBI YTEIIUTh UJIK COTJIACUTHCS C ee CJIOBAMU.

Tak OH IMOCTENIEHHO 3aBOEBHIBAJI €€ JOBepue, I00yXK/asi ee TOBOPUTH OOJIbIIE.

Coenatsb 3TO OBLIIO HECJIOKHO M3-3a HEIHEIIHeTo cocTossHus Jlunuu. Ee 3allluTa ociabya u3-3a BCETO,
4YTO IIPOUIOIIIO BO ABOPIIE, IIOSTOMY OHa CTaJla HEMHOI'O Pa3roBOPYMBEE; K TOMY XKe ObLT erre
aJIKOI'OJIb.

XoTs BHayase OHa MOBOJIbHO HEOXOTHO 00CY2KIajia CBOM JTMYHEIEe MPO6GIEMEI C HE3HAKOMEBIM
YeJI0BEKOM, HO Ha CAMOM [IeJie e¥ OB Hy2KeH KTO-TO, KTO MOT OBl €€ BHIC/TYIIATh. ITO OBLT JIUIIb
BOIIPOC BPEMEHH, IIpeXke YeM OHa Hadajia TOBOPUTH 060 BCEM.

Kpome Toro, Opdeii mpexkpe Bcero OB XOPOIIUM CIIyIIaTeNIeM, ¥ YTO HeMaJloBazKHO, OB TEM, KOTO
oHa 6oJbIlle He BCTPETUT II0CJIe 3TOM HOYHM (TaK OHa AyMalia), TaK 4TO el He Hy>KHO OBIJIO OIlacaThCs,
4YTO OH O HEU IoAyMaer.

K tomy ke Opdeli He 3HaI 0 ee MUYHOCTHU Kak ummnepatpunsl UMnepuu Bpaxapuc, cunbHenmen
MMIIepUM Ha YeJIoBe4eCKOM KOHTHMHEHTE, TaK UTO JlaXKe eCJId eMy He ITOHPAaBSTCS HEKOTOPhHIE U3 ee
CJI0B, 9TO He OymeT uMeTh 3HauYeHus. C TAKUM HaCTPOEM OHa MOXKET BHIIIJIECHYTh BCE CBOU
pa3o4yapoBaHusl.

Breszanno Opdeit mouyBcTBOBa 03agu cebs KOro-To; OH 3HAJI, KTO 3TO, HO BCE XK€ PeIInI
TIPUTBOPUTHCS.

"Jem MOTY IIOMOYB, MUCC?" - CIIPOCUJI OH.



Ona 3710 mocmoTpena Ha Opdes 1 cka3ana: "BcraHbTe, oXanylcTa. 9TO MOe MeCTo."
"V3BUHUTE, HO 3TO HE IIOJIy4uTCA".

"B yeM meno? { mpocTo pa3roBapuBalo C 3TOM MPEeKpacHOU gamou 3meck”, - cripocun Opden, rnsaas
Ha Jlumnnuio.

"Heyxemnu g He MOTY 3TOr0 ceaTh?"

Jlunnua, Ka3anoch, OHMTA, YTO MbTancs cKa3ath Opdeii. [ToToMy cTuCHYa 3y0H], B3TJITHYIA Ha
yyXkKakKa U MaxHyJla PyKOu.

— YuTu: orcTaHb OT Hac. { ceityac roBopio ¢ rocnoguHoM CTedaHOoM.

— VI3BUHUTE MEHS, HO, CyHapbIHs, He CTOUT TaK OJIM3K0 HAaXOOUTLCS C APYTUM MYXKYUHOM. Bam Bempb
CIemyer...

— IIpekpartu, Jlea! — cHOBa npou3sHecna JIunnua; Ha 3TOT pa3 e€ HEyIOBOILCTBUE NIPOSIBUIIOCH
SIBCTBEHHEM.

— 3aTKHHUCH, MBI HUYETO IIJIOXOTO He fefaeM, mpocTo OecemyeM. CTymait cebe, Uay MOUTPaK.

— ITonumaro. Ho 6ympTe OCTOPOXKHEI, TOCIIOXKa. — [leByIlKa 110 uMeHu Jlea B3[OXHYJIa U OTOIIIA
IPOYb, 6ECIIOKONHO ITOCMATPHBast Ha HUX.

Brupouewm, nepeq yxomoM oHa obepHynack K Opdero u He3aMeTHO mogMurnyna emy. Opdelt egsa He
paccmesincs BCIyX. JTa AeBYIIKa... el OH HOoJKeH OymeT CIIPOCUTH IT03Ke, KaK YOaloch ed CTaTh
CIyXKaHKoM JIMJua U 3aBoeBaTh €€ JoBepue J0 TaKOW CTEeIeHH.

Mex TeM omacenus JIunnua mo oTHomeHuio K Opdero 3HaYUTETbHO 0CIa0In.

Teneps, monuBas HAUTKY, OHU 0XKUBIIEHHO OecemoBanu. OH maxke cOUIICS CO CYETA, CKOIBKO KyOKOB
OHa y2Ke BHIIHIIA.

Bue3zamnHo JIunmra mpou3Hecia To, 4ero 0OBYHO He TOBOPHIIA.
«3HaellIb, 9T0 He caMoe XyAllee; 3TOT YOIIOOK [OJIr0e BpeMsl MeHs laXKe He Kacascs».

Hactynuna tumuHa, npexge yeM Opdent npousnec: «4to? Kak oH Mor Tak noctynuth? C Takou
KPaCUBOU XKeHIIMHOM, Kak TH. OH 3aCilyXuBaeT HaKa3aHUs».

Hakownemn, JIunnmua moHsisa, 4To cOONMTHY A IUIIHET0; HO YTO IOofeslaelllb, Ce/laH0 — He BOPOTUIIb.
Omna 3aKaTua rja3a, KOrfa yciblmana cioBa Opdes.

«YMeellb TH TOBOPHUTE CIIadKHE PEedn. Bce MYZXKYMWHBI ODWMHAKOBEI». Jlunnua ckasarna, YYBCTBY4A
OTBpallleHre K MYyXK4YHMHaM; OHHU IIPOCTO CTaa0 X KMUBOTHEIX.

«Huuero momo6HOr0, y BCEX HAC €CTh OTIUYHUS, HallpuMep, pa3Mep. Peus Begs 00 3TOM, HE TaK JIU?».
BeccTreigHo 3asBun Opdei.

«Dy-¢y-dy! Becemnbiil THI TapeHb, U HATJIHEIN BLOOABOK».

<<Bnar0napfo 3a II0XBaly, MO Jiegu», — OTBETHUII OH C YHBI6KOfI.



«Jlypaxk, s He XBamio Te0s».

IIBoe mpopmomKanu cyactiubo 6onrtats. Hy, ckopee, Opdeii TepnenuBo ciyiian ee 00JITOBHIO,
HEKOTOpoe BpeMs yTelnasd ee. OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO IIOCJIe IPOBEOEHHOTO C HEMl BpeMEeHU HefloBepHe K
HEMYy MOYTH JocTurio gHa. OHa cTana 6ojiee pPa3roBOpPUYKBOM, 60JIee OTKPHITOM; OHA Jake IOLUIyTHIa
C HUM.

Tak u cnemoBasmo 0XkumaTh, Benb JIunnus, Oyoydu uMIepaTpuIe, TomKkHa Oblla COXPaHSTh CBOIO
KOPOJIEBCKYIO OCaHKY, U y Hee He ObII0O HUKOTO, C KeM OHa Morjia OBl TOTOBOPHUTHL Ha PaBHBIX. Kpome
TOTO0, OHa OblJTa M30JIMPOBaHA BO ABOPIIE; MYXK [IaBHO He ITOCEIasl ee TIOKOU II0CJIe TOM aBapHHu.

B moBepineHue Bcero, XKeHIMHA, KOTOPYIO OHa cuuTasa npobeMoii, Teneps Oblna OepeMeHHa; 107
Oymyuiero pefeHKa - Maab4MK, YTO 03HAYAJI0, YTO OH MOT YIPOXKaTh MOJI0KEHUIO ee ChiHa. Bce 3TH
BEIIM CO3Mla/ii B HElt MOMEHT C1a00CTH.

Y korma aTa caboCTh MPOSIBUIACh, OHA BCTPeTHna ero. [IpuBIeKaTeIbHIA MOJIONOM Yell0BexK,
KOTOPBIF BHICITYIIIAJI €€ MPOO0JIeMEBl ¥ YTEIINI, He IPUHAMAs BO BHUMaHKe ee CTaTyC: OH Jaxe
GbnupTOBAJ C HEl; OHa YyBCTBOBasa Cebs XKeJaHHOH IOCJie JOITOT0 BpDEMEHHU, Yero OHa HaMePEHHO
HCKana.

Ons Jlunuu 3T0 OBIZIa BO3MOXKHOCTH BHIIIJIECHYTh BCE CBOM pa3odapoBaHus. bojee Toro, claukue
cnoBa yterenus: Opdest co3maBanu [Ijs Hee HITIO3UI0 KoMdopTa. Bee aTu Bemwm ObIY MOTOOHE
HapKOTHKY [JIS Hee; OfHaXKOHl TOTPo00BaB 1X, OHa X0Tejia Okl Bce Gosblile U 00Jbile, U UMEHHO 9TO U
OBLLIIO ero Iebo.

BHeszanHo JIunus crpocuina.

"CredaH, 4eM TH 3aHHMaeIbCcsa? 1 3Hal0, YTO HEBEXK/IMBO 3alaBaTh IOMO0HEIE BOIIPOCH], HO S IIPOCTO
X04y HeMHOro Te0s y3HaTh".

Bort u Bce, oHa maxe Hadasa Ha3bBaTh €r0 10 UMeHU. TH y2Ke Hadaja agarth, Mos jenu. Opden
YNBIOHYJICS, TIpeXkKe YeM OTBETUTE.

"fd?  Kymel, CTpaHCTBYIOLIUY TO TaM, TO TyT. YeM 5 TOPrym, 5 IOKa He CKaXy, HO IIJITaHUPYIO
OCTaThCS 3[eCh Ha HEKOTOPOoe BpeMs. 4 06110 3TOT TOpof, ¥ y MEeHS 3[IeCh MHOTO CBS3eii".

"IToruMato. Pa3 BaM ITOHPABUIIOCH, TO CTOUT 3[I€Ch OCTAThCSA U OCMOTPETLCA", - IpedIoxuna JInmus.
Opdett ynbIOHYIICS, YCIIBIIIAB €€ CIIOBA.

BOpyr KTO-TO IOMOIIEN ¥ YTO-TO MPOIIENTaNl eMy Ha yX0. BeIpaxkeHue ero jauia CHenanoch
UCIIyTaHHEIM, a IIOTOM OH ITOTIPOCHJTI 9TOTO YeJIoBeKa YHTH.

[Tocne sToro Opdeit BUHOBATO MOCMOTPEN Ha JIMINIO U IPOU3HEC:

"ITpouly mpolleHus, IpeKpacHas Jeqy, HO MHE HyKHO OTJIy4UuThCsa. HeMHOro CpoYHEIX fen”.
"Pa3 Tak, Torga upute", - Mpou3Hecsa OHa Clerka HefoBOJIbHa.

"Crnacu00, BO3bMUTE 3TO".

Ckasas 970, Opden mepenan ex Cepbru U3yMPYIHOTO IIBETA.



"Yro 9T0?" - pacTepsHHO crpocuna Jlunusa. OgHO meno - paccka3aTb eMy HEMHOTO O CBOel HCTOPHH,
HO COBCEM [APYTOe€ - faTh € YTO-TO MPHU nepBou BcTpede. OHa He U3 TeX OeBYIIEK.

"Ox? OTO mOJapoK OT MeHs. ITU CEePbr'U UCIOJIb3YIOTCS [AJIS CBSA3U, HO UX AEUCTBUE OTpaHUUYUBAETCS
cronuien. 3a eé mpenenaMu oHU He OymyT paboTtaTs”, - 00bsicHUI Opdeit.

"XpaHuTe UX, 1 CHOBa CBIXKYCh C BaMM II0CJIe BO3BpallleHus. £ X049y CHOBa BaC yBULETh. HafietocCh, Bb
He oTKaxkeTe MHe".

JIunus Kakoe-TO BpeMsl Mojdaja, peXkae YeM HafeTh CEepbrH.
"Bbl mpekpacHH", - coenan el KoMmIuMeHT Opdeii.

"3aMoyuTe, BH IPOXOAUMeLl", - mpophldasa JIunus, CMyTHUBIIKUCE OT TOTO, YTO BCE ellle IPUHsa ero
II0JIapoK, XOTS U MOfyMaJia, YTO 3TO OBIJIO IelIeBEIM XO/I0M, YTO OHa He HACTOJIBKO AelleBa.
2KeHIIMHHI - CYIIeCTBa, KOTOPHIX TPYAHO IOHSTh.

"Bl TaK ¥ He CKa3aju MHE CBOero uMeHu", - ckasan Opdeii, MOTOMY YTO TOJIBKO YTO BCIIOMHUJI, YTO
He 3HaeT ee UMeHH, UMs, KOTOPOe OHA MCII0JIb30Bajia MOM 9TUM IPUKPHITUEM.

"0, ato Mapusga".
"TIpekpacHoe ums. [Jo ckopoi BcTpeun". Ckazan Opdeii.

Eme opHa Ha3Bana ero npoxoguMiieM. OH YCMeXHYJICS, IpeXae 4yeM yUuTH. [lepBoii, KTO Ha3Baia ero
Tak, ObllIa OMes, KOrga OH JoOMBAJICS ee.

OcraBmuce 0fiHa, ©UMIepaTpula JInnmsa fOTPpOHyIach OO0 CepeXeK U cKasasna: "dTo CO MHOU
npoucxogut? f maxe ckasajia eMy CBOe BTOpPOe uMs".

Ona mokayarsia roj0BOu Iepen TeM, Kak CKa3aTk:

«YT0 K, HAYEro 3a30pHOTO 5 He fenato. K ToMy ke, OH caM BUHOBAT, Opocusl MeHs. S cama 110 cebe;
IIPOU3OIIIJIO JIUIIb TO, YTO IIPOU3OIII0, ¥, MOXKET OBITh, B OYAYIlEM HAUETo He TIPOU30UIET>.

[Tocne sToro umnepatpuiia Jlunua u ee cnyxatka Jlea (Hua mog npukpeiTHEM) yeXaaud U BEPHYIUCH
B 3aMOK.

[IsTHa@LATHI0O MUHYTAM¥M 11032K€ U3 CBOET0 YKPHITHS Bhimiea Opdeii ¥ IOCMOTPEN B CTOPOHY 3aMKa,
MMEHHO 0COOHSK JIUINHU, U YXMBIIBLHYJICS, ITocie Yero yien. 2Kpebuii 61 6poineH. CKOpo OH ee
yBUOUT. Mirpa Havyamace, ¥ 9T0 OyOeT 3aXBaTHIBAOIIE.

BruManue! 3TOT mepeBon, BO3MOXKHO, €II€ HE TOTOB.

Ero crartyc: uget mnepesop
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