I'maza [IsTOM MpUHIIECCH OBITM TYMaHHH, KaK OYOTO CKBO3b HUX MPOTJIsSAbIBala ObIMKa mevyanu. OHa
e[lBa JlepxKalla B pyKaxX CTakKaH C BOAOH, TEeJIO0 BCe ellle OpoXKasio OT HeJaBHero HanageHusd. PaHa Ha
medye, HaHeCeHHas HaeMHUKOM CepeOpsTHOTO PaHTa, ellle He 3aXKuja, Jaxke I0CIe BMenaTeIbCTBa
3onotoro [TogconHeyHrka. CMyTHBEIM B3IJISA0M OHa CKOJIb3HYJIa 10 Hor U ero cemeoe, u,
CpHIBAIOIIMMCS TOJI0COM, IIpoiuenTtana: — CraTyc [1Toi 3¢pupHOM NPUHIIECCHL... OHa MepPTBa?—
Takue HOBOCTU cel¥ac pacIpOCTPaHIIOTCI 10 AKafleMI4eCKOMY rOpofy, Ciofia yKe IpuObIBaoT
MMIIEPCKUE COMNMaTH A7t obecrieyeHns 6e301acHOCTU. — HoM OTBETHUIT CIIOKOMHO, BCIIOMUHAS
coOwITHS TIpoIIenlIel Houu. Korga nmpuHIecca MpoCHyach U MOHSJIA, YTO He yMepJiia, HO BCe
CUUTAIOT ee MEPTBOU, ee [yllla OXBaTalld IPOTUBOPEYUBEIe YyBCTBa. Cle3bl TEKNIU HenpeprlBHO. OHa
IyMalia o cTapiieM 6paTe, KOTOPHIM OTIIPABUII €€ CIOfia, O HallagaBIIKNX, KOTOPLIe IPUILIIU 3a HEl...
Ee B3rnsapg 6nmyxnan Mexny AnHanu3ou u HoeM, 1 oHa, CPEIBAIOIIMMCS T'OJIOCOM, TIPOAOJIKMIIa: — I
o0si3aHa BaM XKH3HbBIO, ¥ 3a 3TO... 1 Oyny BeuHo OmaromapHa!Ee cnaboe Teno MOMBITAIOCh MTOOHSTHCS,
yTOOBI MOKJIOHUTHCS. MaTh Host, 9BenuH, ¢ 6€CIIOKOMCTBOM IMOMAOIITA K Hel. [IgTas uMmnepckas
IIpuHIlecca, oOpamasich KO BCEM IIPUCYTCTBYIOUIUM, ITPOIOIKUIa: — 1 He X04y CITUIIKOM HOJIT0
o0peMeHsATh Bac BcexX. Ecu Bce CUMTAIOT, YTO 51 yMepa, TO 51 OyOy CUUTAThCS MepTBOM! MHe 1pocTo
HY2KHO IIPOBECTH [OeHb UJIU OBa, IPeXae 4eM g CMOT'y IOKHHYTh AKafileMU4eCKUM Topof 1
ncye3nyThb.I'maza [1aToi IupHOM IPUHIIECCH ITOKPAacHENH, TaK KaK OHa He X0TeJla BO3BpAIlaThC B
HmnepaTopckuii ropon. Eit xoTenock, 4TOOB HOBOCTb O €6 CMEPTHU OCTaBasiach rmpaBmoi. OHa Ooibliie
He xoTeJla 60pBOLI 3a BIACTh, HEe XOTeJIa MOIUTHKY, MHTPUT B1arocioBeHHEIX, KOTOPhIe KaxKoaIu
BJIACTH ¥ CHJIBI TI060# 1eHo#! OHa MpocTo... XoTena Mupa.— YUymib! Bel He cenaeTe HY IIary 3a
IIpefesbl MOel IBEPU B TAKOM COCTOSTHMHU. BBl MOXKeTe 0CTaThCS 3[IeCh TakK [I0Jro, KakK 3aXxoTure! —
ronoc Matepu Host u AHHanu3k pa3fajcs B TUIIMHE, U ee Tlla3a HallOJHUIKCh cle3aMu. ['nans Ha
JKaJkoe COCTOsTHME IIPUHIIECCH], OHA He MOTJla OCTaThCS PABHOAYIIHOK. MaTepUHCKUY UHCTUHKT
B3$1J1 BepX. — EC/Iu BBl HE XOTUTEe BO3BpallaThCs B UMIIepaTOPCKYO CTOMUILY U XOTUTE OCTAaThCA B
HEU3BECTHOCTH ITO[ MPUKPBITUEM, TO UTO MOXKET OBIThH JTyullle, 4yeM 00uTesb c1aboi CeMbU B
AkapemuueckoM ropoge? Iloxanyucra, He YyBCTBYUTE, YTO BHL B TATOCTh.['0JI0C DBENIUH 3Bydall
MSATKO ¥ ycloKarBalole. OHa fiepKaJjia ToJ0By cina0oi MPHUHIIECCH, U Ta, B OKPYXKEHUU 3TON CEMbH,
KOTOpas CTajla OJisi Hee eqUHCTBEHHOM OIOPOM, He CMOra cliepkaTh ciie3. OHa Oblyla ToxoXka Ha
m00y10 0OBIYHYIO HEBYIIKY, OCTABIIYIOCS 0€3 MOOoepKKKU 1 3aIuThl. HolM B3TIISIHYI Ha CBOETO OTIa, U
WX B3TJISObI BCTPETUIHCh. OHU 0OMEHSITHCh MOTYAJIMBBIM B3TJISIOOM, ¥ KaXKOBIM U3 HUX B3TOXHY,
TIOHMMas BCI0O CEPhe3HOCTh CUTYaIluu. AHHAIM3a TPUCOENUHUIACh K CBOEN MaTepH, YTOOH YTEIITUTh
[TaTyio mpuHLIecCy, KOTOPYIO BCe cTanu Ha3wBaTh Poy3.Korga mnau ctux, Hoit He cMor coepXxaThCcsa u
3aiaj BOIIPOC, KOTOPBIY MYy4uJI ero Meicin:— [logeMy KTO-TO OCMENUIICS HamacTh Ha Bac? Bce
HMCTOPUU, KOTOPHIE 5 CHBIIIAN U3 MMIIepaTOpCKOM CTOMUIIL, TOBOPST O TOM, YTO BOJIS dPUPHOTO
¥MIepaTopa LapyT Haf TpeMs KOHTUHEeHTaMHU, YTO eTr0 BIUSHUE PAaCIPOCTPaHSIETCS 10 BCEM

ero MaMbl ¥ AHHaJU3El, HO eMy OBIJI0 Bce paBHO. OH BCTPETUIICS B3TJISAIOM C IEBYLIKOW, KOTOPYIO
crac. OHa MocMOTpesia Ha Hero ToayOsIMHU I'1a3aMy, U ee pelleHue OBII0 MPUHSATO 3a CUUTAaHHbBIE
cexkyHOel. OHa yMaJia O TaliHe, KOTOPYIO 3HAJIK TOJIBKO BBICIIKE 3IIEJIOHB MIMIIepaTOPCKOM CTOIUIIEL.
HaeMHMKM TakKOro paHra IIOCJHaHHl K HEH... 3TOT CEKPeT JonkKeH ObITh pacKpriT! U, coOpaBIIKCh C
AyXOM, OHa IIPOM3HECa MIOKUPYIOLIKE CII0Ba, KOTOphie Hoil M1 HUKTO APYTrOM B KBApPTHUPE HE OXKMUAall
yCIbIaTh:— Mo oTell... bupHLIH uMIepaTop gaBHo noru0.I'POM!— HeocnopruMas BoJjist, KOTOPYIO
OH YCTAQHOBHJL... €T0 BJIACTh Hal DPUPHEIM 1IapCTBOM, KOTHa OH XBacTajiCsd abCOJIIOTHOM BIACThIO...

CTaJsio KUCIBIM. YTo 3TO Takoe?! SpupHOe I[apCTBO, KOTOPOE, KaK OH AyMaJl, ObIJI0 MUPHBIM T10T,
IIpaBlieHNEeM MOTYIeCTBEHHOTO MMIlepaTopa... Ha CaMOM [iejie BOBCEe HET, TaK KaK UMIepaTop Ha
caMoM fese MepTB! CIUIIIKOM MHOTO BOIIPOCOB POUJIOCH B €ro rojose. OH 3rOMCTUYHO AyMall, Kak
BCE 3TO MOBIHUSET Ha ero 0e33a00THYI0 XKU3HbL!— OTO OB CEKPET, KOTOPHIM MOSI CEMbSI XpaHUIIa
TIOCJIeIHYE TObl, HO IIPUHSATHIE IPOTUB MEHS MePHl 03HAYal0T, YTO HOBOCTH [IOKHEI OBITH
o0HapomoBaHH, ¥ MOAYMHEHHbBIE KOPOJIA U3 OPYTUX PETHOHOB MOTYT Ha4yaTh JeiCTBOBATh. — ... !
TpeBora HamoyIHWUIIA T'/la3a BCex ciayuarened. Bouapunace tumuHa. ['onoc Host 3a3Bydan cHOBa: —



3aueM? 3aueM pa3Bsi3biBaTh KOH(PIUKT, faxe eClu... IPUpHLIYA uMnepaTop yMep?OH 0CTOPOKHO
chopMynupoBan cBol Bompoc. Poy3 BEITEp/Ia Cle3kl ¥ yCTaso yibibHyIack. Ee ronoc 3a3BeHen, Koraa
oHa cOpocura elre ogHy 60MOy B YMBI 3TUX ITIOCPEICTBEHHHIX CYIeCTB.— OHU CTPEMSTCS K
MMIIEPCKOU CTOJIHULe, KOTOpas [0Tepsijia CBOEr0 CUJIbHEUIIEero 3aluTHUKA, [I0TOMY 4YTO TaM eCTh
pas3yioM B U3MEPEHUN BHICIIETO PaHTra BO BceM DGUPHOM napcTse. — ... | — Pa3nom usMeperus
panra JUAMAHT, B KOTOpHIY IPOHUK MOU OTeIl ¥ IIOJIy4YXJI COKPOBUIIA, TI03BOJIUBILILE €MY
MIOOHATHCA OaXKe BHIIIE 3TOr0 YPOBHA U gocTuyb panra [IJIATHUHA... Koponu U3 Opyrux peruoHoB
XOTSIT 3aBJIafleTh COKPOBUIIIAMHU B 3TOM pa3jioMe, UTOObI yBEIMUUTH CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO

cuny. 'POXOT!TlosiBUIKUCh MIOKUPYIOLIME OTKPOBeHU. Holl T0YyBCTBOBaJ, Kak €ro CO3HaHUe
pacmmpsieTcs, ¥ pUcyeTcs ropasno 0ojiee IpaBaKBasl KapTHHA HOBOTO 1[apCTBa, B KOTOPOM OH
oka3zascs! B KoHIle KOHIIOB, BCe CBOAUIIOCH K BIACTH U IpeuMyInecTBaM! B mpomiom SpupHbIi
MMIIepaTop NMPOHUK B IOTPSICAIOMIKY Pa3/IoM U3MePEHHU S, PUCKYS CBOEH XKU3HBIO, YTOOHI MOJTYYUTh
OecrieHHble Harpagsl. Ero cuma Bo3pociia, ¥ OH CTaJjl JIyYIIMM 3KCIIEPTOM B 3TOM LiapcTBe. Ilocie ero
HeOOBSICHUMOM CMEePTH APyTHe 3aX0TeJIM 3aI0JIyYUTh TOT XKe pa3jioM u3MepeHus. B Onuxaiiiiem
OymyiieM KpoBb IIOTE€YET PeKOH, B TO BpeMs KaK OHU OyIyT CTPEMUTHCS K 9TOMY Kiany!
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