HepeBo oxuno?! 31o HopManbHO! [TOCKOIBKY 3TO CBAIIEHHOE PacTeHNe 37Tb(UIICKON Pachl, OHO
SIBJISIETCS] YHUKAJTBHEIM 00BEKTOM, KOTOPHIN OOBIYHO CJI0KHO YHUYTOXKUTH. [laXke eciu OHO
IIPEBPaTUJIOCh B KaMeHb, KaKON-HUOYIb 3710[el CMOXKET ero akTUBUPOBaTh, IOMOYUBIINUCH Ha HETO....

Cro TimaTenbHO ocMoTpena [IpeBo 2Ku3HU 1MOCye TOro, Kak Juaep OPYHUI0B C CEPbe3HBIM
BHIPA;KEHMEM JIMITA BEICKA3aJl CBOIO TEOPHIO B IIePBHIH pa3. OmHAKO OHA He 00JIafaeT TAKUM Ke
IapoM, YTO U APYUIEl, OHa BHUMATEIbHO U3YUYUJIa €T0, HO HUKaKUX U3MEeHEeHHUHN He 00HapyXKUIa.

B TOT MOMEHT ManeHbKUY MTPUHI] BEPHYJICS TPHUOOOIPEHHBIM IIOC/IE TOTO, KaK CHOBAa COBEPIIUII CBOIO
manocTh. Cio ORICTPO MOATAIIMIA €T0 K JIepeBY U yKa3ajia Ha Hero, IIPOru3Hecs: «JM, COIISK, ThI
OLIyIaelllb, YTO IePeBO KakK-TO K3MEHUI0Ch?!»

«H3menumnocs?!», - ®eipyc 3aMaxajl CBOMM XBOCTOM, ITP0oOeKaBIINCH BOKPYT HETO, ¥ CMYIIEHO
OTBETHIL. - «{] He BUXKY HUKAKUX U3MEHEHUY, YTO He TaK?»

«JIpyunsl cKa3aiu, 4TO AePeBO BEPHYIOCH K XKU3HU», - CIo ITo4ecasa CBOM mog6opofok. - «Ho
Io4YeMy Xe g He MOTY YBULIETh KaKue-Ti00 N3MeHeHUs ?»

«OHu Bcerfa BeflyT ce0s CTpaHHO, KaXOHIM pa3, Korga ropopsrt, Hy Cio, IpeKpaTy 0 HUX TOBOPUTh...
4 X04y ecTh, 51 X049y eCThb», - OH TYT XKe PBaHyJI K MECTy TOTOBKHU Iiepel TeM, KaK OTOPYEHHO
00epHyThCA. - «CI0, THI He TOTOBHIA?!»

«I'oTOBUIIa».

«Torga roe ema?!»

«4 yxe noenal»

«... A rme Mos OpIHA...»

«TEl He BepHYJICS BOBpeMs, U IT03TOMYy 5 oThela ee Kcso Barw», - npousHecina Cro, Ipe3peHHo
B3TJISHYB Ha Hero. OHa roBopuiia eMy, IPUXOOUTH BOBPEMs, UTOOLI OH YCIIEJI IIOKOHYUTE C eoU U
Je4b CIaTh, HO OH NIPOMOJIXKAJ 3aiupaTh replora B MOCJiefHNE OHU 1 [I03TOMY ITO3IHO BO3Bpallaics
KaX[bIi Beuep.

[deTeii He cnenyeT GanoBaTh! Tebe HYKHO ITOKa3aTh UM, KTO 37iech 6occ!]

depnpyc, pacniakaBIIKCh, YCHYJI KaK MOXHO CKopee. Ha crnenyromui feHb OH IIPpeBPaTUil CBOIO
3JI0CTh B MOTHBAIIMIO ¥ BREIIKBAI BCIO CBOIO memnpeccuio Ha CraiiHa, B TO BpeMs Korma Cro B3sifia CBOIO
MeTIIy ¥ CTajla JieTaTh BOKPYT fepeBa. Ha 3TOT pa3 oHa oOHapyXkuja KakKo#-TO 3eJIeHbli OTPOCTOK B
IIEHTPe KPOHHI lepeBa. ITO OBIIIO HE IT0X0XKE Ha MUCTOK, a 00JIbllle HAallOMUHAIO GopMy MXa.

OHa cockpe6J1a MOPOIIKOBY0 CyOCTAHIIMIO ¥ TIOMECTHIIA €€ B CTEKJISTHHBIA COCY/, 3aTeM BEPHYACh C
HUM Ha3af, YTOOBl U3YUHTh ee comepkanue. Korma HOUHOM KJIaH MPHUINEST UCCIeI0BaTh ePeRo,
IIOCKOJIBKY 3TO OBIJIa X OYepenb, OHA MOMPOCHIIA UX [T03BATh APYUIOB M, K TOMY K€, OTIIPABUTh KOTO-
TO /IS aHAJIM3a 3TOM CyOCTaHIIUMU.

Jlupgep KoMaHAE APYUIOB He3aMeqIuTeIbHO OTIpaBuics K Cio, KOrfa yCbllan HoBOoCTH. Clo Haiuna
YacTh CyOCTaHIIMU, ¥ OH BBIMIUII 9TO, HE 3afiyMbIBasick. OHa [IO/IT0 OXKKIasia, IT0Ka OH MPOTJIOTUT, HO
II0TOM OHAa He BEITEpIIEeNia U cupocuina: «Hy kak?»

«J10BOIIbHO BKYCHO, HaJlell MHe ellle 3TOT0!», - OH YIBIOHYJICS U IIOTPSIC ITyCTOX COCY.



Koo », - C10 MOJT4a BBITAII[AJIa CBOU KMHXKaI U B3MaxHYyJIa JIe3BHEM B BO3[yXe, TOBOJIEHO OJIM3KO0 OT
ero meun.

«4 IOy4y», - OH OBA2KIObI KAIIJIAHYJI X YCIIOKOUII €€, a IIOTOM IITPHUHAJT Cepbe3HBIIZ BHUO ¥ KUBHYVII.

«CuTyauus 0oBOIbHO 0M3Kas K TOMY, YTO 5 TpefcKa3kiBai. Mox monoH Yactuil 2Ku3HHU, U 5 BIIOTHE
yBepeH, 4To [IpeBo 2KU3HU IENCTBUTENHHO NPOOYIUIOCH>.

«[Ipobymunocs?! TyT Ke HEeT HUKAKUX 37b()OB, TaK YTO, €CTIU OHO NPOoOyaunocs?!», - HaXMypusiach
Cro. - «OT0 KakK-To CBA3aHO ¢ MaHa KaTtaknuamom?»

«BeposATHOCTH JOBOJILHO OOJbIIAS».

Cio Gblyta HEMHOT'0 paccTpoeHa. Eciu nonaraTbcs Ha JIOTUKY [IPYHUIOB, TO BO3poxkaeHue [IpeBa
2Ku3Huu OBINIO KAaK-TO CBsI3aHO ¢ MaHa KaTaknmu3moMm, HO 9TO OBIJIO He eT0 IPUYUHOM.

«Ecmu 65l 31bQH y3HaIU 00 3TOM, OHU OBUIHM ObI pafibl 3TOW HOBOCTHU», - CKa3aJl JIUep APYUIOB,
KOTOpPBIY OBLT BOBCE HE PA3049apOBaH, a B3BOIHOBAH. - «Jlake eCTM OHU MOKUHYJIU MUP THICSYY JIeT
Ha3aJl, KOHTUHEHT HYU Pa3y He BUMEN UX IepeIBUKEHUN, 1 MHOTHE [laXke ITOO03PeBaloT, YTO OHU
BBIMEPIIH..... Ho Kak Tonbko [IpeBo 2KH3HU 03KUBET, BeJIMKA BEPOSITHOCTD, YTO OHO MOXKET ITOIapPUTh
JKM3Hb HOBEIM 3J1b(aM, ¥ JIereHJapHas paca cMorjia Okl BOSPOOUTHECS BHOBBY.

(TL: 3HAYHUT, TUTPHI MOSBIISIOTCS U3 SUII, a 37Tb(BI PACTYT Ha AepeBe KaK QPYKTEHL.)

«[a, ma....», - B3poxuyna Cio, Tak Kak BO3MOXKHOCTh TOT'0, UTO OHA HE BEPHETCS B €€ POTHON MUp,
cTasa ete GoJbIIe.

[CTonbKO Miofelt TpaTAT TaK MHOTO BpeMeHU Ha 0e3yCIelHoe UcclefoBanue NpuyuH MaHa
Kataknmu3ma, HeyKeH 5 3aCTPSHYT TyT Ha BCIO OCTABIIYIOCS XXKU3HL?! ]

Jlupep OpyuIoOB HaKOHEL 3aMeTu1, 4To ¢ Cio OBIJIO YTO-TO He Tak: «MHe KaXKeTCsl, YTO Tl He pafa?!»
Cio 6pocuna Ha HEro THeBHBIY B3rJAA: «Torga Halioyu MHe IPUYUHY OBITH CYaCTIUBOU?!»

«3M, HY..... ONIb(EI CMOTYT BEPHYTHCS HA KOHTUHEHT....»

«4l ¢ HUMU He 3HAKOMa, II03TOMY MHe BCe PABHO BEPHYTLCS OHU UJIA HET».

«39... Torma Bo3poxnenue [IpeBa Kus3Hu....»

«M KakuM 00pa3oM pacTeHre UMeeT KO MHe OTHOIlIeHue?!»

«.....», - OH CHOAJICS, TaK KaK BUMeJI, YTO OHa NEeMCTBUTENIbHO He pearupoBasla I0JI0KUTEIbHO HU Ha
OIOHY HOBOCTB, TaK UTO €My HUYETro He 0CTaBasloCh, KpOMe KaK MOJHATh CBOM PYKU U coaThes: «Hy
xopomro! §1 He 3HAI0, MOYeMy ThI pa304apoBaHa, HO APYHU/IEI TOTOBE IOMOYE Tebe, eciu Tebe 4To-
HUOYOb HYKHO».

«Crmacu60», - C1o OblJIa ClierkKa TPOHYTa, U, B IPUHIIKIIE, Pafia, YTO OHU NOOPOBOILHO MPOTSAHYIU e
PYKY TIOMOIIIY, fake HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OHU He 3Ha/IH, B 4eM Ipobiema.

«EcTb ellle ofiHa Belllb, KOTOPYIO 5 TaKXkKe [I0KEeH cKa3aTb Tebe. MBI HaMepeBaeMcCsl IOKUHYTh 9TO
MEeCTO 3aBTpa».



«.... [Touemy?!»

«Ha caMoM pene, Ml y2Ke laBHO NIPUHSJIK 3TO pelieHrue. HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO MBI He 00HAPYXKUIH
npuyuHy MaHa KaTtaknin3ma, Mbl MOKEM 3aBEPUTh, YTO YPOBEHDL MaHHI B JIECY CTajl CTAOUILHEIM, U
momo6HOro MHIIMOEHTa O0JIbIlle He MPOU30UIET, 10 KpaliHel Mepe, B OnukKauire THCIYY JIeT.....
[Tockomnbky [IpeBo 2KU3HU BO3POAUIIOCH, fake eCIu KTO-TO IIOK0JIe0IeT MaHy 3[eCh, eCTECTBEHHEIE
YacTuirel [IpeBa CMOTYT IORABUTH JII00YI0 TOJ00HYI0 aKTUBHOCTE. 10 ITpaByie ToBOpS, g yKe 00Cyaun
3TO C 4JIeHaMM CBOeM KOMaH/IbI, ¥ MBI IPUHSIN 3TO pellleHue ellle BUepa. f mpuiliesn ciofa 0T4acTH,
YTOOBI TOMPOLIATHCS C TOOOH....»

[@*%#! He ymuBUTENIHHO, YTO BBl ITOOOEIIANN «IIOMOYb». Ha camMoM fiesie, BB IIPOCTO [IaeTe IMyCThie
HaOeXOH...... ]

«He TONMBKO MHI ITIOKKAAEM jec. MBI paccKa3aiud OCTaJIbHEIM O TOM, 4TO [IpeBo 2KKU3HU 0KUJIO, U OHU
TOXKe PEeLINuJId YUTU. MHe KaXeTCs, 4YTO OHU CKOPO JOJIKHEBI IPUUTY MOIPOIIAThCA», - IPOAOJIKIIT
TUAep OPYUOO0B, OOKIaabiBas NOOIsSHKY Cro.

[BepHo, mocyie BeIX0fa Ha OQUINATIbHYI0 MUCCHUIO, BBl JOJIKHBEI OTUUTATHCS IIepefi CBOUMU
HayvaJlbHUKaM¥, HE3aBUCUMO OT Pe3yIbTaToB....] Cio 3aKycusa ryosl U MOTyIuIa TOJI0BY, TIPOU3HECS:
«ITo3mpaBnsio BaC C HaX0XAEHUEM UCTUHEI, XKeJlal0 BaM CUaCTIUBOTO ITYTH».

I1.C. HpOCTI/ITe, 4TO Tak gonro... Ceccus u gena COBCeM 3aMOTalH.
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