- 4 TYT He MIYTKHU WYYy, - pa3apaxkE€HHO COOOIIMIT OH, BO3Bpalllasi MHe 00Jiee yCTpalIaloniui XMYPhIit
B3rysia. Hy, s BCé paBHO He CMOT OBl 3a[IeTh €I'0 YYBCTBA CBOMM IIOJTHBIM OOUIBI B3TJISIOOM.

- He monuMaro, 3auem Tebe TOTr{Ia TOBOPUTH TaKoe?

- HOTOMY YTO KJIMHOK IIPUHAOJIEXKUT Tebe, - CKa3aJl OH. - 4 XPaHUJI €r0 BCE€ 3TU I'OOBI, U TEIIEPDb
HaCTaJlIO BpeMsa Tebe B35Th OTBETCTBEHHOCTD U IIPUHATE €TO0. OpHako, ecTh eH.Ié HECKOJILKO BellEH,
KOTOPEBIE€ THI OOJIZKEH Y3HATH, IIPEXKOe 9YEM A IIepeaaM Tebe 3To 6eCHeHHOG COKpPOBHUIIIE, - €T0
HOpMaJ'ILHLII;I T'Jla3 Cy3HUJICA Ha MEH4, 6YI[TO IIBITAACh IIPO2KEYb BO MHE IOBIPY, YTOOBI YBUOETH MOIO
AOynry, CKPBITYIO IO IIJIOThIO U KOCTAMMU:

- Bo-miepBhIX, THI BCerma momXKeH aepxaTh [lecub CymbOnl pu cebe. Ecnu meMOoHEI, IIpeciiefyolme
Te0s1, 3aBIafeI0T €10, MBI BCe MOXKEM YMEPETh, U 9TO OYAET 0 TBOEH BUHE.

Hukakoro nmcmxonorudeckoro JaBieHus, ara.

- Bo-BTOpPEIX, He cMel OBITH U3JUIITHE CAaMOYyBEPEHHBIM, XopoIo? Hanuuue y Tebs opyxus He
O3HAYaeT, YTO THI B IIOJIHOM Oe3omacHocTu. Cremno 6pocaTbcs B OUTBY 0e3 cTpaTeruu - riymo. 1 He
BaXKHO, JOCTATOYHO TBEPAAs TBOS KOXa WUJIH HeT.

4 TBEPHOO KMBHYI, IOKa3aB, YTO IPHUHSIJ 3TO K CBeIeHUI0, HO, YECTHO r'OBOPS, I COBCEM HE
BOCIIPMHHUMAJI 3TO BCEPhE3. 3aUeM MHe BCE 3TO ceruac? f ke He coOUpaloch B OuxKaiIIee BpeMs
CcpaxaThCs C apMuel NeMoHOB. M, oueBunHO, [I:XKepeMu TOxKe 9TO 3HaJI. BCE, 4To OH MHe pacckasar,
BCe 3TU NIPeNyNpeXaeHUs U IPUKa3kL... CKOpee BCEro, OH paccka3ajl MHe 3TO JIUIIb pafu
6e30MaCHOCTH... UJTU IIPOCTO, YTOOH! HAMTyTraTh MEHSI.

- EcTb emé yka3anusa?

- Eme OIOHO, - OTBETUI H}KepeMI/I. -4 X0o4y, YTOOBI cefyac THI TIOCIIyIIall MEHSI BHUMATEIILHO:
3dlIOMHH, HUKOI'Ia HE oOHaXaM 9TOT KJIMHOK.

YT0-TO OBIITO 0OCOGEHHOE B TOM, KaK €r0 T'0JI0C CTall TIy0OKUM ¥ MPadyHEIM, @ ero I'ojioBa CIerka
OIyCTHJIACh, U3MEHUB €T0 B3TJIsA Ha 00jiee BEIPA3UTENIbHEIN: 3pauKy rj1a3 6JIecHyIH, OTpaxkas CBET
ot namMeHu (akesna. Ero Bum, Ka3anock, OMUIIETBOPSIII CaMy CYIIHOCTb CEPBE3HOCTH... ¥ 9TO
TIOTPSICIIO MEHSI.

¢ He MoOr faxe 3agyMaThCsS O TOM, OBUIH JIM MIPABAOY €ro Cj0Ba. MO KOCTH MIHOBEHHO ITOXOJIOMEIH,
U 5 TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK MO€ JIMII0 MeiJIeHHO OJieHes0, B TO BpeMs Kak cepille 3abuiioch Jallle,
HarpeBas I'pyab. A BCKOPe U IIOT Hayall BHICTYIIATh Y MeHs Ha 10y .

- [ToueMy... THI 3a0CTpUJI BHUMAHUE Ha 3TOM?..

- [ToTromy 4TO, - CHOBa Hayvas [[XKepeMH. - 3TO XKMU3HEHHO BaXHO 3HaTh. Kak Tonbpko [TecHb CymbObI
IIOKHHET HOXKHEI, HE COMHEBAIOCh, Te0sI 00513aTEJIbHO OXBATUT KECTOKOCTD, M €CTh O0JIbIIas
BEPOSITHOCTH TOTO, YTO Thl HE CMOXKEIIb COIPOTUBIIATHCS HENIPEOLOINMOMY KeJJaHU0 Pa3pyIInuTh
BCE, YTO OKpyXkKaeT Te0s.

['0TOB MOKJISICTHCS, MOE Cepflle KaK OyATO MOTsAKee0 Ha HECKOJIBKO KAJIOTPaMM II0CJie TOTO, KakK S
YCIIBIIIAI €ro CJIoBa. MOM MBICTTH 3aIlyTaJIUCh, U 5, XOTh yOel, He CMOT IOHSITh, IIOYEMY OTBET
Kene3mara Tak Ha MEHS IIOBJIHSIII.

4 xoTen OvI TOBepUTH B 00paTHOE. X0oTel Obl Y3HATh, YTO OH ITPOCTO COJITal, COYMHUB 3Ty UCTOPHIO,
YyTOOR! MOAIIYTUTh HAJ0 MHOM. Y3HaTh, 4TO 3TO OBLIIa BCETO JIUIID 3aI037asiasi IepBoanpebcKas



IIyTKa, KOTOPasAd 3alljla CIMIIKOM OaJIEKO.

Ho Mot pa3ym mmpomoKai gepxkaTh 9TH CJI0Ba B yMe. [ToueMy-To ¥ MeHs ObUIO OIIYIIEeHUE, YTO Y
3TOT0 YeJIoBeKa HET MPUYMH BpaTh MHeE.

- {1 He MMOHMMaAIO... 0 YEM ThI TOBOPUIIIE...
¢ emBa cMoT HaWTH B cebe CHUITEI CHOBA 3aroBOPUTH ¢ 2Kenme3amaroMm. Ha Kaxmoe Moé

CJIOBO OH BCerga HaxOOuJl yApy4awliuil oTBeT. bel u oH MouM BparoM? Kaxkpbwli pa3 s 3agaBajics
3TUM BOIIPOCOM.

- IIpocTO BO3bMU KIMHOK, XaHAKO.

¢ IpOTSAHYT CBOM [poXKalllie PYKU U IIPUHSIT OPYyKUe, BCE elllé mpeOrBast B COMHEeHUX. M MHe
COBCEM He [la/li BpeMeHH, YTOOEl MOPaJIbHO IIOATOTOBUTLCS K CIIEAYIOIIUM JeHCTBUSIM: IIOKA 5
HETIOABUKHO CTOSIJI, KAK MpaMopHas cTaTys, [[:KepeMu Hallesl croco0 3aKpenuTh KJIMHOK Y MEHS Ha
CIIMHE C TIOMOIIBIO 3allaCHOM JISIMKH, CIIEIIMaIbHOTO 3a2KUMa U Taphl TPOYHBIX KYIITAKOB.

- Bor, - HaKOHell IPOM3HEC OH, CAeNaB LIar Ha3af. - Temepb Tebe OyfeT nerde HeCTH Med.

¢ He 3HAJ, YTO U CKa3aTh. Tak UTO 5 IIPOCTO HEYBEPEHHO MTPOU3HEC TUXO0e "criacubo" 1 IOBECUTT
roJioBy. f1 OBIJT CJIMIIIKOM HalyraH, YTOOb CHOBa BCTPETUTHCS C HUM B3TISIH0M. MHe OBITIO CTPAIIHO
chenaTth 4To-Tu00 MM faXke CKa3aTh 4TO-HUOyOb. Med Telleph Ka3aJjics TsAXkKeJlee U olacHee, Kak
OynTO OH HaYaJl BRICACKHBATh MOIO KU3Hb ¥ 9HEPTHUIO C KaXKIHIM MTHOBEHUEM.

"OTBETCTBEHHOCTH" CKa3all OH, Xax. 4acTb MeHSI CKpUBUJIaCh OT OTBPALleHUS NIPY 9TOM MEIC/IU. MHe
00 3TOM HUKTO He TOBOPUJI PaHee. Hu pa3y B Moel XKU3HU HUKTO HE IPeAynpexaan MeHs
TOTOBUTHCS K YEMY-TO HACTOJIBKO HEJIeIOMy. BC€ CIy4Yunochk CIUIIKOM BHE3amHO. 1 0TYasiHHO
HyKJaJCcsl B TaliM-ayTe.

Korpa s1, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, CMOT IIOJHSTE I'0OJIOBY, TO 00HAPYyXKu, 4To [[2KepeMu yxKe YIIET,
IIPUXBATUB C CO60M (akes - eIMHCTBEHHBIN NCTOYHUK CBeTa. Mo# XKHUBOT CKPYTHUJIO OT 6ECIIOKOMCTRA.
4 momo3peBas, 4TO Ha 3TOT pa3 OH He coOMpaeTCcs IOMOYhL MHE BHIOPAThCS U3 KPOMEIITHOW ThMBI, U Y
MeHs HeT [Ipyroro BhIOOpa, KpoMe KaK HaWTu MyTh Ha3aj caMOMYy.

Tskeno B3OOXHYB OT 6€3BICXOMHOCTH, 1 Hadajl IPOABUTATHCS I10 ITaMSITH B CTOPOHY ABEPH IIaXKOK 3a
IIa’KKOM, TI0Ka HaKOHeIl He YTKHYJICS B KOPUIOPHYIO CTEHY, a JajIblile MPUCIOHUICS K Hel CIIMHOM.
OHa OblyTa XOJIOMHOM. A elé CHIPOH U IIepoxoBaToi. Takoi ke, KakK ¥ I0JI. g Hayasl OCTOPOXKHO
IIePeCTaBIISITh HOTY B CTOPOHY, CTapasich He oOpalllaTh BHUMaHNE Ha HETIPUSITHOE OIIyIIeHNe U3-3a
Meua, KOTOPHIM BOABIIKMBAJICS B MOIO CIIMHY, HApsSAy C HEeIPeKpaIlaloUMCs IIOCTYKUBaHUEM. ..
TIOXO0XKMM Ha CTOJTKHOBEHME YbUX-TO KOTTEelM C KaMeHHBIM II0JIOM IT0f MOMMH HOTaMH. ..

IToxoxe, g O0oblIe He OLLI ONUH.
- 3opaBCTByUTE?..

Ha moit 6eccTpacTHEIN, HO BCE XKe ONMM3KUM K TaHUKe, IEI0T HUKTO He OTBEeTHII. MoM rojioC B KaKo#-
TO MOMEHT [iaXKe IIpeBpaTUIICA B 9X0, MHOXKECTBO pa3 0TpaxKasCh OT CTEH KOPUAOPA, U YOapuil MHE B
yuu. Y Korpma s yxKe IogyMal, YTO MOXKHO 3a0BITh 06 3TOM U IIPOIOJIXKUTE UATH, KaK BAPYT YTO-TO

CXBATUJIO MEHS 3a JIOOBIXKKY CBOEM MaJleHbKOM, CIIOBHO JE€TCKOU, PYKOU, TOJIBKO CJIUIIKOM IIYIINCTOU.



- 9T0 Bcero nuiib 1, [abpuans, - mpoMypyarn ronoc. - He Hy>KHO TPEBOXUTHCS.
- f He 3HAIO, KTO THI.

- A THI moragamcs.

- THI - TOBOPSAIIHNY KOT.

- bunro.

- Ox, mpocCTo yXKe yOerTe MeHs, KTO-HUOYIb.

T'onoc, 6YATO pa3malomIuiicss B MOEH TOI0BE, IIOCMESNICS Ha Hajl MOoel Ipock00i ¥ BCKOpe jama
ocnabuyia XBaTKy Ha MOEH JIOJBIKKE.

- THI BEITISIAWING HAMPS2KEHHBIM, XaHaAKO, - 3aMETUJIO CYIIEeCTBO, Ha3kBawllee cebs 'abpuanem. - 4
yOuBNEH. Y MeHs ObLIO MHEHUE, YTO Thl, TUTIA, XpaHUTEIb TeHel u Bcé Takoe, U Oymellb YyBCTBOBATh
ce0s1 KoM(opTHee B TEMHOTE, HEXKEJIM Ha CBETY, HO, I0X0XKe, g omudcs. VICKpeHHe U3BUHSIIOCH.
Xouens, goctaMm Tebe paken?

- 4 OBl CHaYasa X0TeJl y3HaTh, KEM THl Ha CaMOM fieJie SIBJISIeIIbCs, HO JTafiHo, ¢haKell ToXe MHe
HYX€eH.

[Tocne Moero TSXKEIoro B3moxa O0JIbIIAS YaCTh KOPHOOPA OCBETUIIACE... HO CBET JepxKajcs 0IHu3K0 K
II0JIy, OCBelllasl JIWIIL HUKHIOW ITOJIOBUHY Kopraopa. M melCTBUTENIbHO, Y MOUX HOT IOCTIYIITHO CUfEeN
KOT, [IOBOJTbHO ITOKAYMBask XBOCTOM Tyfa-ciofa. Ero Mex B OCHOBHOM ObIJT YEPHBEIM, HO
IIPUCYTCTBOBAJIU U CBETIIO-CEPhIe KPATMHKHY, TOX0XKHEe Ha YACTHYKK CepeOPSTHOM BT, a BO PTY Y
KOTa [IepKaJics TaKoH ke, Kak y [:xxkepemu, pakes, TOTbKO HEMHOTO IIOMEHBIIIE.

- Ax, XaHaKo, 9T0O yXe CIIUIIKOM, - ©3[aJl CMEIIIOK KOT, OOHAKO er0 YeJlI0CTh He CABUHYJIACh faXke Ha
CaAHTUMETp. I HUKaK He MOT MOHSTh, KaKMM 00pa30M OH pa3roBapuUBaeT cO MHOM. Tak 4YTO ST CIIPOCHUIT
ero 00 3TOM.

- TenmenmaTus, 4TO Xe ewé? - orBeTul1 KOT. Koneuno. Kak s BooO1ie He moramancsa? - He okaxkelrs MHe
ycnyry? IToHecu MeHsT Ha pyKax, ToKa Mbl ufiéM. UToOBI T 3HAJI, y MEHS 0CTajlach TOJILKO OHA
KU3Hb.

4 ycraBuicst Ha ['aOpuasns, MbITasgCh pasrajfjlaTh ero HaMepeHus Yepes OIUTEeNTbHbIM 3pUTETbHBIN
KOHTaKT, HO BCKOp€ PEeIINJI, 4TO 3TO Oecrojie3Ho. Tak 4To S HaKJIOHUJICS, IIOJHS KOTa Ha PYKH, 1
HayvaJl Me[JIeHHO UTH, YTOOHI OTOHB OT (hakesa He 00KET Koro-nubo 13 Hac.

['abGpuanb 0Ka3ascs, Ha YOUBIEHUE, MATKUM U TEIIHIM. [ToKa 51 HEC ero, ST Hayall BCIIOMHUHATh, KaK
CUITBHO XOTeJI UMEeTh CBOET0 COOCTBEHHOTO KOTa, Korma OBl pe0EHKOM.

Kak TO/NbKO MBI HOCTUTTIA BEPIIKHEI JIECTHUIIBL U BHIIIIA U3 TEMHOTHI, 51 BHIIYCTUII KOTa U3 PYK.
3aTeM OH MOJHSII TOJIOBY, YTOOBI MHE OBIIO JIerde 3a0paTh V¥ HEro ¢hakesl ¥ BEPHYTh €T0 B IepKaTellb.
K Tomy BpeMeHH, KOTfa 5 yKe 3aKOHYHI ¥ coOpajiCs UCKATh CBOMX HOBBIX 3HAKOMBIX, JIEBUH C
IIPUBET/INBOM YNIBEIOKOM y2Ke CTOSITT Ha KOJIEHSX Iepell KOTOM U I'OTOBUJICS CXBATUTh €T0, IIHPOKO
PACKpHIB PYKH:

-Tent6! 4 motepsin Te6s1, TpPUSATEND!

- OTHYCTI/I MeHsd, ouTd! - B3BU3IHYIJI Faﬁpnanb. OH Havaa U3BUBATHCS, IEITASCH BEIPBATHCA M3 XBATKH



JleBuHA, ¥ MOBOJILHO JIETKO HOOUIICS ycrexa. - {1 He TBo# nmuToMen! CKOIBbKO pas3 emié tebe
TIOBTOPSITh? MeHs 30BYT ['abpuanb. S 0TKa3kBaloCh, YTOOL KO MHe oOpaliaauck, Kak K Kakoi-To
MEJIOYH.

OH X0ogun KpyraMu BOKPYT MEHSI OKOJIO AECSATU CEKYH], 3aTeM CeJl PSIOM C MOMMU HOTaMHu,
IOTJISIOEIBAS Ha [I2KepeMu C MOmO3PUTEeILHEIM OTOHBKOM B rita3ax. OHM o0a 3HaIM YTO-TO, Yero He
3Has 9. Ho HU OfMH He cKa3aJjl HU CJioBa. Yepe3 HEeCKOIbKO CeKyHp [Ixkepemu, JIeBUH U s YBULETIY,
KakK KOT TIIOJHSAJI JIally ¥ HECKOJIBKO pa3 IIOCTy4YaJl 1o MOJy.

3aTeM OH Havall XKOaTh.
U emé XKOoaTs.

U BCKOpe MOE 3peHue MOTrPy3uI0Ch BO TEMY.
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