Lox! Loxk! Ilok! ITok!

3BYK KOIIBIT 3By4aJl Ha paBHUHAaX. [[Boe MyXKUWH, exalIl Ha JIOIAaIX, C CEPhE3HEIM U CllerkKa
BLICOKOMEPHEIM BHIpaKeHUeM JIALA.

Bckope, BOaneke, mokasanach KPernocThb, OKpyKeHHasl BEICOKUMY KaMeHHBIMU cTeHaMu. OHU OBICTPO
mpuOBITM K BOPOTAM, BO3JI€e KOTOPHIX OBIIM OBe OalllHu, YTOOH Hab0gaTh 3a €UHCTBEHHBEIM B
KPEIOCTU IIPOXOA0M.

"Kto BrI? [IpuuynHa Baimiero Bu3uTta?" Myx4rHa B OfleXe CPEeOHEBEKOBOT0 COIiaTa Kpruydall
KOMaHOHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

Bcaguuku ornyctunu Opa3msl gommanei. OOWH U3 HUX [IOCTAJ IepraMeHT, Ha KOTOPOM Obljia evaTh
KpPaCHOY OTHEHHOU ITUIBI C KOPOHOU Ha I'0JI0BE U 3arOBOPUI. "MBI IOCTTaHHUKY U3 CTOJIULIBI, MBI
30eCh, YTOOHI IOHECTH IIPUKa3 UMIepaTopa".

Comnpar 0e3 TUIIHKUX CJIOB OTKDEIJI BOPOTa U OTIIPABUJI HECKOJIBKUX KOJIJIET COIIPOBOZKOATh
IIOCJIIaHHUKOB B CaMoOe€e 6OJ'ILI.HYIO KOMHAaTY B KPEIIOCTH, KabuHeT KOMaHOHupa.

Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi OHU IPUOLUIH K KaOuHeTy. [IBa OXpaHHUKA, 00JTaUEHHEIE B TSIXKeNyio OPOHIO,
CTOSITTH BO3JI€ IBEPH, HaxKe IIPOCTO CTOSI TaM, OHM M3Tydalid THETYIIYIO aypy.

Hwuyero He cKa3aB, MOCITaHHUKHT IIPOCTO PA3BEPHYJIN IIEPraMEeHT C Me4YaThI0 UMIIE€PaTOopa. OCMOTpeB
IMePraMeHT, OXpaHHUKU KUBHYJIN, 1 OOVH U3 HUX TPHU2KOBI ITIOCTYYaJll 110 OIBEPH.

"BrycTtu ux". M4rkuyi, HO B TOXe BpeMs BJIaCTHLIU I'0JIOC ITOCTIBIIIAICS U3 KOMHATEHL.

OxpaHHUKY OBICTPO OTKPHUIH IBEPh U IOCJIaHHUKY BOLIIN BHYTPb. TaM, B KOMHaTe, OHU YBUIEIH TO,
YTO CUJIBHO UX YIUBUIO. MOIOOOM YeI0BEeK CU[IE]T 3a CTOJIOM U HeOpeKHO MUl Yai.

Y Hero Ovlmu OJIMHHBIE YE€PHBI€ BOJIOCEI, KOTOPLIE ITPHUKKUMAJIUCHh K €TI0 CIINHE. OH HOCHUIT YUCTHIU
OebIi XanarT ¢ OJIMHHBIMUA PYKaBaMHU U B COYE€TAaHUU C €r0 HEZKHBEIMHU YE€PTaMU JINIla U YePHBIMHU
T'/la3aMH, €ero BHEITHOCTE MO2KHO OBLII0 0XapaKTepu30BaTh TOJILKO KaK HEYEJIOBEYECKYIO.

OpHako uX IMIOKMPOBAJIO He ero BHEIIHOCTD, a ero IMoBefeHue 1 aypa. HecMoTps Ha TO, 4TO OH
IIPOCTO CHOENI, MOTSATHBasA Yak 0e3 3a00T, OH UCTOYAJl BeIMUECTBEHHYIO0 U HEOTPa3uMYyIo aypy, KakK y
JIeTeHOapPHBIX 0€CCMEPTHHIX.

"Tak 4TO Ke IIPUBEJIO [T0CIaHHUKOB UMIIEPATOpPa B 3TOT OTHANIEHHBIN, OTaCHEIN U 0eCIIJIONHBIN
perruoH?" MyxXK4rWHa CIIOKOMHO CIIPOCHUJI C YIIBIOKOI.

YcnrimiaB 3T0, OOUH U3 IIOCIaHHKUKOB BHIIIEN BIEpPe[ ¥ BHITAIIMI APYTOM IepraMeHT U MPOTSHYI ero
C ONYILIEHHOM T'0JIOBOM.

"Macrtep JIto, moxanyicra, IPUMUTE 3TO". YBaXKUTEIBHO IIPOTOBOPHUJI ITOCTIaHHUK.

JI1o B3s1JI IEpraMeHT, pa3BepHYII ero ¥ Havasl yuTaTh. CHavyasa ero uio ObJI0 CIOKOMHBIM, HO KOTIa
OH NIPOYHUTaJ KOHEI] TepraMeHTa, ero poT U30THYJICS B YIIBHIOKE.

"CKaXXuTe ero BeJIMYeCTBY, YTO II0KA OH CAEPKUBAET CBOE o0elllaHKe, eMy He CTOUT HU 0 UEM
BOJIHOBAThCA. Moxkerte untu!" Ckasan Jlio.

[TocnmaHHUKY C yBaXKeHUEM YIIUIH, B TO BpeMs KaK OH IIPOAOJIKaJll HaclaXaaThCs YaeM U TUXO
B3[OXHYJL.



"HakoHeI-TO IPUIIO BPeMs... HaIel0Ch, Ha 9TOT pa3 g CMOT'Y HAUTHU OTBET".

Ha BepiirHe TOpHI, Ha Kpal CKaJlbl, CTOSITT CTapUK.

OH OBIT ofleT B GeJlyio ofeKay KOTopas CcTajla Cepo U3-3a I'Psi3u. Y Hero OBIIHA Cefible BOJIOCHL,
MOPIIMHUCTAS KOKa ¥ aTPOPHUPOBAHHbIE MBIIIITHL.

Ero ¢urypa Obiyia HACTOIBKO XYI0#, UTO Haxke HeOOJbION TOPHEIB BeTPa, CKOPee BCETo, ONIPOKUHET
€ro, OMHaKo, KOTJa CUJIbHBIM TOPHBINA BeTep OYJI B €Tr0 HallpaBlIeHWH, eMy KaKuM-TO 00pa3oM
yHdaBaJioCh HEIIOIBUKHO CTOSITh.

Ero rmasa CMOTPEIIN Ha O6H.II/IprIe 3E€MJIM BHU3Y, HAClTaKOasChb BEJIMKOJIEITHEIMHA ner3axamu. OH
BRIITYCTHUIJL OJIUHHBIN 1 FHYGOKI/IfI B3M0X, HAIlOJTHEHHHIH pa304dapOBaHuEM, ITI€YAJIBIO H...
6e3HaJIe}KHOCTBI-O.

"Moé BpeMs MeMCTBUTENBHO NMPUII0? MoxXKeT OBITh, TO, UTO S MCKall... HUKOT{la He CYIIeCTBOBAJIO..."
[TpoGopMOTas CTapHK.

"JTtomu, 3Bepu, KOPOJIEBCTBA, UMIIEPHH... KAKUMHY ObI BEJITUKMMHU OHU HY OBITH... OHM HUYTO I10
CPaBHEHUIO C PEKOM BpeMeHH... faxe 51", CTapuK rOBOPUII C TAKUMU CUIBHEIMU 9MOIIUSIMHU B I'0JI0CE,
YTO ero XpPyIKoe TeJI0 HaYMHAaJIO JPOXKaTh.

OH BCIIOMHHUIJI BCE, UTO ImepexunBail: JETCTBO, IIOOPOCTKOBAA XKHU3HBb, B3POCIad XKM3Hb U CTAPOCTE. On
BCIIOMHMNIJI, KaK CpazKaJICid B CaMbIX OIIaCHBIX MEeCTaX.

Korga maxxe camble MOTYIIECTBEHHbBIE U CBUPEIIbe 3BePH CTapaiuch u3beratsd ero. Korma maxe
MMIIePaTOPH IPOKaJIi B €ro MPUCYTCTBUU U KJIAHSIIUCH eMY.

TeMm He MeHee, BCe IIPOILJIO U OBIJIO MTOTEPSIHO... er0 CHJIa, BIIACTh U MPOXKUTAS XKU3Hb, HATTOMUHAIH
eMy o ci1abocTtu u 6ecCUIuy, KOTOPBEIe OH UMeJl 10 TOro, KakK BCTYIuUTh Ha boeBoii ITyTs.

OnHY U3 CaMBIX BaXKHBIX IIPUYMH, KOTOPHIE 3aCTABUJIK €T0 MOUTH 110 3TOMY KOBapHOMY, HO
3aMedaTeIbHOMY My TH.

OH cHOBa B3[OXHYJI, IIOCJIE YeT0 ero TejI0 BHE3aITHO Havyasl0 HarpeBaThCs. ITO OBIII0 HACTOJIBKO
MHTEHCHBHO, YTO OTOHb BEIXOISIIHN M3 IOP KOXKY, ORICTPO PACIIPOCTPAHUIICS M OXBATHUII BCE TEJIO,
BOJIOCHL ¥ OfIeXKAY.

HecMmoTpst Ha TO, YTO €r0 TeJI0 TOPesio, ero JIUI0 He BEIpaXKaio HuKakou 6omu. Ero TEMHEIE T1a3a
CMOTpsIIe Ha He0Oo, BCe ellle BHITIISIOENN KaK CIIOKOWHOe 03epo. Ero Teno moyepHesno ¥ Havaio
pacchIaThCs, TOCTEIIEHHO CTAHOBSCh IIEIIJIOM.

Cpopguu ropsimel cBede, KOTopas SpPKO TOPUT IIpexkfe YeM IOTYXHYTh, €T0 TEJI0 TOPeJIo, Mpexae 4eM
OH, HAKOHeEII, UCYe3, a eT0 OCTAaHKH Pa3BesIIUCH 110 BO3AYXY, BO3Bpallasick 00paTHO B KOJEIOE b Heba
U 3eMJIH.
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