"f1 Tak nepekuBasa 1U3-3a TOro, KTO MOT Clofla BJIOMUTLCS, HO 0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO 3TO JEeUCTBUTEIHHO
Oblyia HeBeCTa Mpaiaos... 4 ObUT yBEPeH, YTO KypPcoBasi MApMOHETKA ITHITAETCS MEHST 00MaHyTh".

Jlopn SHBU HaxMypHuJl OPOBU U HAaCMEIIMBO TIOCMOTPEN Yepes 1iedo MelicoHa Ha KiiokBy.

['ma3a prIKEBOJIOCOM EBYILKY CTaIM JIEASHEIMYU, ¥ OHA CXKaJjla PYKYy ¢ 6eicOombHOoM OUTOM Tak
CUJIBHO, YTO KOCTSILIKHY T1ajiblieB 1106eieNiu, TOTOBSICh HAHECTH yaap...

"V Tebs mony4unach CuibHas MapHOHETKA, HO 5 BCE PABHO He 0000PSI0, UTO THl APYKUIIL C MOUM
CHIHOM".

Jlopa SHBU cOenaln KMCloe BeIpaXkKeHue Jula.

"IloJIKeH N 1 HallOMHUTD Tebe, 4To X0Ts [Ipaiifsl Bce elre SBNISIOTCS OfHOM U3 I'JIaBHBIX CEMEH,
pa3Hulla MeXay HaMU HeCpaBHUMaA".

Teneps HacTanma ouepenb KTOKBE HAXMypPUTh OPOBH.

YT0-TO B C/IOBax JHBU HE COOTBETCTBOBAJIO CUTYaLlUH.

Kpsubeppu cobupanachk IPOJIOMUTL EMY TOJIOBY CBeTsIencs: 6ericO0IbHOM 6UTOM, a OH oOpalrancs C
Hel KakK C HaJoe[JIUBLIM Pe0OEHKOM, TOMMaHHBIM 3a IaloCThIO...

"Tck...! Y Te6s rna3a TBOero OTIIa... IIPOIIJIO yKe TPHU rofia C TeX Mop, Kak Tebs MO4YTH CTEPIIU C JIUIa
3eMJId, HO ThI TaK ¥ He Hay4uJICs CMUPEHMUIO, a?".

Jlopn SHBU C OTBpallleHHEeM IT0Kadall T'OJIOBOM.

"OrTel, KaK TBEL MOT TakKoe cKa3aTh...! MaTts KimtokBe 1..."

MelicOH B3[IOXHYJI U OTOABUHYJICS B CTOPOHY, CTApasiCh IOJTHOCTBIO 3aTOPOAUTLCS OT PHIZKEBOIOCOMN
IEBYIIKH.

OH 3amHyJcs, KOrfia caM YIOMSHYJ HOYb, KOrfia OBIIM TOJIOfHbIE BOJIKY, X UCITYTaHHO B3TJISHYT Ha
Kmoxksy.

"...yMep B Ty HO4b! [ToueMy ThI Takas 6ecuyyBcTBeHHad?!"

MeMCOH CTJIOTHYJI CIIIOHY U 3aKOHYHUIT ()pa3y C PEUIuTETbHBIM BEIpaKeHUEeM JIHUIIA.

...TyT mo K/TIOKBEI OIIIIO, YTO TPOMUCXOMUT, ¥ OHA UyTh HE pacCcMesiiach BCIyX.



9To0 Oblyla Ta XKe CUTyalusi, YTo U ¢ XpabprmMu Meyamu.

[Tocrne nepe3arpy3ku CUCTEMEBI BeCh MUP cuuTal KiokBy Oecrione3Hoi n3banoBaHHOM IeBYOHKOM, He
MMeIOIell HUKAaKUX IIePCIEeKTUB.

U 0TS OHa He CKphIBajia CBOEr0 "HOBOT0" MOBEEHUS, BCE XKe He TaK MHOTO JII0fiel II0BEPUIIU
IIOKa3aHUSIM CBUETENeH.

Jlopn OHBY He Bes cebs CTpaHHO, OH IIPOCTO Besl ce0st UMEHHO Tak, Kak 3acTaBUla ero JyMaTh
CHCTeMa - KakK COIUISAK, He IPeCTaBIAIIINY HU Majledllled yrpo3sl!

C TakuMm OTKPOBEHHEM OHaA ITOYTHU MOT'JIa IIPOCTUTE €ro HeHPOCTI/ITeHBHHI;I IMOCTYTIOK.

[Touytwn...

Ho moka 410 OoHa peniniia, 94TO BEIT'OJHEE OCTAaBUTh €0 B ZKHWBEIX.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, UCCIIeloBaHNe 0COOHSIKA II0YeMYy-TO BCe ellle He OBIII0 3aBEPIIEHO. ..

A KTO MOXKeT 3HaTh 3TO MECTO Jy4diie, 4eM CaM TI'JiaBa CeMbH..."?

[ToaToMy BMeECTO TOTO, YTOOH HamacTh, KimokBa ociabuia XBaTKY ¥ IIOCMOTpeJia B CTOPOHY, Clie/iaB
CepauTOoe BhIPAXKEHUE JIUlla.

"Me¥CoH, g 3Hal0, 4To TeOe HPaBUTCS 3Ta [IEeBYIIKa, HO OHa HEOCTOMHa TeOs".

Jlopn SHBH, Ka3aock, ObIT JOBOJIEH peakieil Kpaubeppu 1 MOCMOTPEN B I'/la3a CBOEMY CHIHY.
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B ero rosnoce He GbIJIO HU KallJId OOBIYHOM XOJIOOHOCTH, YTO 3aCTaBUJIO MelicOHa B3APOTHYTH B
3aMeIaTesbCTBe.

"Tlocse TOro, KaK s yCJbIIIaja TBOM MaJIeHbKUM Pa3roBOp, 1 MOT'y CKa3aTh, YTO OHa JITYHbS, U OYEHb
mjioxad jaryses. Ho..."
Jlopn OHBU yXMBIIBHYJICS, HO 3aTEM €r0 JINI0 CTajio KPOTKUM, ¥ OH IIOCMOTPETT Ha ABEPh B KOHIIE

Pa3BETBIIAIOIIET0CS KOPUIOPa.

"...BO3MOXHO, 3TO IIpeKpacHas BO3MOXKHOCTE..."



mpoOopMOTal OH PO ce6sT ¥ HAMPABUIICS K OBEPH.

3aTeM OH MaxHYJ PyKoit MelCcoHy, 4TOOHI TOT CJIe[IoBasl 3a HUM.

"Tr1. [leBymka IIpatigca. d gam Tebe manc. oy v MPUCOEOUHUCEH K CBOEH KYKJe-TPYITy HaBEPXY.
Ecnu BaM OBOMM KaKUM-TO 00pa30M yIacTCs IPOXKUTE OCTATOYHO [OJT0, YTOOL MBI BEPHYIIUCH, S
3a0yny 06 3TOM BTOpXKEHUM".

HOpJI 9HBU HaCMEIIINBO IIOCMOTPEII Ha KJ'II-OKBy, He YOOCTOUB €€ B3TIAO0M.

"...Melic, THI CJIBIIIAJI CBOEIO OTIIa, uou".

KiiokBa nerousko TOJIKHYJIa BII€Ppen HEPEIIUTEJIbHOT O Meiica u YyThb HE OTIIPpaBUJIa €ro B IIOJIET.

He moTpymuBiuch 6GoJIbille HUUETo CKa3aTh, PhIZKeBOJIOCast AeBYIIKa MIPOCTO BCTaja ¥ MOIIa K
BEIXOZly, KaK OyZITO HefCTBUTENIbHO HaMepeBasach CAeNlaTh TO, YTO cKalan el Jlopa JHBH.

"Crapmas cecTpa..."

"CBIHOK, UOu cioma".

MeiicoH mBUTAJICS B3a[ U BIIepe[l, He B CHUJIaX BHIOPATh, 3a KEM €My CJIe[l0BaTh, HO UMEHHO ero OTell,
a He KimokBa, 06epHYJICS ¥ CHOBA TI03BaJl €T0.

Yro Kacaetcs KioKBE, TO OHa IIPOCTO OCTAHOBUIACH IIEpPef MyCTOX ABEPHOM PaMoi, IofabIle OT
I0JIST 3PEHUS OBYX OHBH, U CTajla XKAaTh.

Ortel1 ¥ CHIH BCTa/IM Iepef 0ObIYHOM Ha BUM JBEPHIO 3a PEIIETKOIM.

Jlopn 9HBU MOJHSI PYKY U IOCTy4all.
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T'onoc, 3By‘-IaBH.II/II7I CIIMIIKOM PaAOCTHO OJisd 3TOTIO MECTa, IM03BaJl U3HYTPH, a 3aTEM IIOCIIBIIIAJICA
mopox u 6BICTpBIe IIary.

Bckope mBeph OTKPHUIACH, U MTOSIBUIACH XKEHIIMHA.



C MUHHMATIOPHON GUTYPOH U ATUHHEIMU TEMHO-PYCHIMHU BOJIOCAMU OHa Obllla HEBEPOSITHO KPACHBa,
CTIOBHO (hesl C KapTUHHL.

Iaxe ee mpocTas ofiexka He MOTJja CKPBEITh 9Ty KPacOTy U TOJIbKO ellle 60osbllle TOgYepKuBaa ee.

Ona IIPOCTO HE MOT'JIa OBITH OOBIYHEIM YEJIOBEKOM...

...JJa OHA ¥ He OLLIa UM.

I nUHHBIE 3a0CTPEHHBIE VIIK, TOPYAIHe U3 ee POCKOIIHBIX BOJIOC, SICHO TOBOPHUJIM O TOM, YTO OHA -
37bQ.

"PambyTan!"

Onbduiika 3aAbixanach.

Ee ymumm nomepruBaiucse, a IMI0 CBETIENO0, KOTla OHa CMOTpeJIa B I'/la3a BEICOKOMY YePHOBOJIOCOMY
MYXKUYUHE.

"¢ umero B BUAY, nopA OHBHU! 30pPaBCTBYH, YTO IPUBEJIO Tebs cioga?"

Ho xak TOIBKO OHA MOHSIIA, YTO OH HE ONUH, 371b(uiiKa MOCIENIHO H3MeHUIIa CIIoco® oOpaIreHus K
HEMY U Iepellljla Ha BeXK/IUBYIO peyb.

"3ppaBcTByii, Canak. brarogapsi HEKOTOPHIM HENIPEOBUAEHHBIM, HO B UTOTe YOaYHBIM
00CTOSITEILCTBAM, ST HAKOHEI-TO CMOTJIa IPUBECTH €0 CI0Jla, He BBI3BAB BO3MYIIEHUS OCTAJIbHBIX
YJIeHOB MOel ceMbu".

00bsicaun JIopn OHBHU U MOJIOXKUII PYKY Ha mIedo MeiicoHa.

Yo KacaeTcs camoro MelcoHa, TO OH CTOSIJI Ha MeCTe, IIOTEPSB lap Peyy U IMIMPOKO PACKPHIB I'la3a,
TS0 Ha CHACTIMBOTO 971b(a 3a PEeIIeTKOu.

910 OBlna anmbduiicKas clyKaHKa U3 er0 BOCIIOMUHAHUH.

"On...”"

9nwdwuiika, Canak, HaKJIOHUIIA T'OJIOBY B JIETKOM 3aMellIaTeNNbCTBE U IIOCMOTpPeNa Ha I0HOIIY.

Ee cobcTBeHHEIE Y JEPHYIINCH, KOTr'da OHa 3aMeTHJia €ro HEOOBIYHEIe 3d0CTPEHHBIE YIIIX, a KOTrda
OHa ITIOCMOTpEJIa €My B I'lla3ad, TO B3APOrHyJIla U B IIOKEe IIPUKPEHIJIA POT.



"M-MelicoH...?!"

Ona 3appIxanach, U KOHYUKHU €€ yIIeU ONyCTUJIUCE.

Ona IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha JIOpHAa OHBU OONBIIMMHU, ITOJTHLIMU CJI€3 TJIa3aMHu.

"PaMOyTaH... 3TO... OH IeHCTBUTENHHO...?"

Canak Hayana OPOXKAThb.

"Ha. 9To Ham Macon".

Jlopr 9HBY NOOTBEPANUII, KUBHYB I'OJIOBOM C MATKOM YIHIOKOM.

"Meticon! Mot pebenok!"

Carnak Hayvasa IIakaTh 4 IIPOTAHYJIa PYKH.

*clang*

"V-kpsa!"

He 06pa1_uaﬂ BHUMAaHHUA Ha PELIETKY, OHA IIOIIbITaIaCh 00HSTD KOPHUYHEBOBOJIOCOT'O IOHOIITY, HO,
O0YEeBUOHO, METAJIJI OCTAHOBUII €€, 1 B UTOTE€ OHA M37ajia MUJIBIN JKAJIOOHBIN 3BYK.

"Camak!"

Jlopm 9HBU 1 MelicoH OLICTPO CpearupoBasy U MOIOIIIH K pelleTKe.

"Caak, Thl JOJIKEH OBITH OCTOPOXKHEE..."

Jlopg OHBY MATKO YIBIOHYJICS, IPOCYHYJI PYKH MEXKIY IPYThsIMU U OEIUKATHO OTBEJI B CTOPOHY
BoJiocH Callaka, IIPOBEPSISs, HET JIU TIOBPEXKIACHUIH.

"BrI... BB MOSI... MaTh...?"

PoOKO crpocunn MencoH.



Canak u PamOyTaH yOquBIeHHO IIOCMOTPEINH APYT Ha APyra, a 3aTeM CHOBa Ha MelcoHa.

"Meiicos...! Tol y3Han mMeHq...?!"

"VMHBINE MaJTbuYUK".

Onu 06a IPOSIBUNIA OT'POMHYIO PafioCTh B CBOEH peakIuu. ..

Ho 6vin KTO-TO, KTO BUAEJI 3Ty TPOraTEJIbHYIO CIEHY M HE Ka3aJICAd TPOHYTEIM.

"JepToBa... BEPOIOMHAA mIIioxa...! "

JIapc, KoTopast MpeKpacHO BUesa MPOUCXOsIee, BTSIHYIA BO3AYX U SIPOCTHO 3abopMoTasa cebe mop
HOC, Kycas T'yOBI 10 KPOBH.

II...?II

W x0Tg ManeHbKas CY4aCTIHBas CEMbS U3 TPEeX 4YEeJIOBEK €€ He YCIIbIIIalla, KnrokBa, y KOTOpOfI yum
CBETHUJINCH OT HaBbEIKaA 06Hapy}KeHI/I5{, ommpeneneHHO yCIIbIIIala.
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