— Yto?! Y-uTo 3TO0?!

MeTTe cena psAmOM CO MHOM.

— 39T0C CeBepa... u3 jieCa, - CKa3ajla HpI/IH C XOJIOOHBEIM BEIPpA2KE€HHEM JINIIa, TO2KE CEB.

Y™, mouyeMy oHU 00€ CIlaly PSIOM CO MHOM, KaK OyITo 3TO OBIJIO CaMOM eCTEeCTBEHHOM BeIbio B
Mupe?..

Hert, ceriuac BaxXHO He 3TO.

— ...Bo3M0XKHO, y OXOTHHKOB 3a pabaMu eCThb OTHeNibHasd cunia. [JlaBaiiTe MOUIEM U TOCMOTPUM.

— Ha!

— Ia!

W BOT MBI HANlpaBUJIUCh K CTOPOXKEBOU OallHe.

A moToM H&6HIOJ1&TGJ'[B 3aMeTHJI HaC U IIOBBICUII T'OJIOC:

— 4 4gto-To Bumen B necy! Ouu 6biir OrICTPee M06oro 3Bepsi! OHM MPUGIUKAIOTCS C CeBepa U
HAIPABJISIOTCS B HAIILy CTOPOHY!

— BricTpee m060r0 3Beps... MoxkeT OBITh, 9TO UX KaBaJepus, - MPEIIIOI0XKMII s, ¥ Torga MeTTe
Cpasy ke MOBLICHUIIA I'0JI0C.

— HewmennenHo npuroroBbTech K 6010 ! Te, y KOT0 eCTh HaBEIKU CTPeNIbOBI U3 ap0asneTa U Xeje3Hbe
KOIIbSI, OTIIPaBISUTECH Ha ceBep!

KumxuHbe HeMeIJIeHHO Hadalli MeliCTBOBATh.

— MEI TOXKE [OIXKHEI OTIIPABUTLCA Ha CEBEP.

— Ia, Cop Oxomya! - orBeTusna Upus, cxxuMmas pyKosiTb Meya.

U BOT MHEI OTIIPABUJIUCE B CEBEPHYIO YaCTh OJEPEBHH, YTOOBI BCTPETHUTE TOT'O, KTO eI U3 jeca.

MerTTe nopHsIa CBOM apOaneT u mpobopMoTaa:



— 41 cABIy UX TOTOT... HO... UX COTHH?!

— Jla. Y He TOIBKO 9TO, OHK MPHUOIMAKAIOTCS C TAKOM CKOPOCTHIO... - CKa3asa Mpus, moT cTeka C eé
nba.

— Tak MHOTO...

4 mpepmonararn, 4To 3To OblNa UX KaBaJlepHus.

Primapckuit OpmeH MOT ocnaTth e€, y3HaB 0 cmepTu [ad.

OpmHako BCEro B OpfieHe HaCUMTHIBATIOCh THICSYa pPHIIapei.

W 60BpIIMHCTBO U3 HUX OBITM OTIPABIIEHHI B 3KCIEOUIIMY Ha 3amaj, 4ToOs mo0equTs OaHOUTOB.

4 coMHeBasiCs, 4YTO OHUA MOTJIM TaK BHE3aIlHO HpI/IfITI/I.

MoxeT ObITh, Y OXOTHHKOB 3a pabaMu Oblyia CBOSI COOCTBEHHAS KaBaJlepHs...

Ecmu GBI OHU TONBKO COOMPATUCh aTAKOBATh, MBI MOTJIM OBI MCITONTE30BATh TY Ke TAKTUKY, UTO U
BYEpA.

Kpome Toro, y Hac OBIJIO IATHAECAT apbaseToB ¥ TPUALIATE KeJIe3HBIX KO, KOTOPHIMYU BJIafeu
KUATKUHHL

9Toro, HeCOMHEHHO, 6110 OB 60JIee YeM HOCTATOYHO, YTOOH OTOUTHCS OT Bpara.

OpHako 3BYKH, KOTOPHIE JOHOCUIIACH IO MOUX yIIeH, He ObUIM TeM 3HAaKOMBIM 3BYKOM JIOIIafiel,
TOMYYIIUX 3EMITIO.

OHu OBLIM HAMHOI'O CBETJIEe U THUIIIE.

Y MetTe OBLIH CBOU IIpencTaBJIEeHud O TOM, YTO 3TO MOXKET OBITh.

— 9T0T 3ByK. O60pOoTHU?!

OO0OpOTHU - 3TO JIIOAM, ¥ KOTOPHIX OBLIM YEPTHI BOIKOB.

OOBIYHO OHM BEITJIAOEJIN KaK OOBIYHEBIE JIIOOHW, HO IIpeBpPallalliChk B O4YEHb II0OX02KHUX Ha BOJIKOB



CyHieCTB, KOrga CpaXKaJiIuCh UJIN OXOTUIIHCE.

Ha 10KHBIX TEPPUTOPUSX KUJI0 MHOT'O IIOJIYJIIOfEN.

U s cipian coolOimeHust 00 000POTHSX, KUBYIITUX 30ECh.

— Wpusi. KupKuHB 1 000POTHHU B IJIOXUX OTHOIIEHUSIX?

— Hy FOBopﬂT, YTO MBI YaCTO BOEBAJIM M3-3a 3eMJIH, HO 9TO OBLIIO OoJiee cTa IeT Hasapn. Cenyac y
HaC HET HU4ero, Kpome 9TON MaJIeHbKOMU OEPEeBHHU, U II03TOMY 5 CJIBIIIY O HUX TOJIBKO TOr'ma, KOT'dad UX
BUOAT B JIeCY.

MeTTe KUBHYJIa B OTBET Ha €€ CJI0Ba.

— 4 ToxXe BUAena ¥X B JIeCy, HO MBI Pa30IIIKuCh 0e3 mpouciiecTBuil. KTo-To eIle u3 mepeBHU CKa3zall,
YTO OfHAXK[Ibl OHHU ITOfIpaKCh Ha KyJlaKaxX ¢ 000pOTHEM U3-3a HOOBIYH, HO 3TO He IIPUBEJIO HU K
KaKOMYy KPyITHOMacCIITabOHOMY CpaKeHHUIo.

Y o6eux cTopoH OBl HeGONbIINE TEPPUTOPUHU, U TIO3TOMY He OBbIJIO TPUYHUH AJIST CTOIKHOBEHUS... U
€CJI¥ OHM OPaJIMCh Ha KyJlaKaX, ¥ 9THX 000POTHEH, BEPOSTHO, TOXKe He OBIIIO XOPOIIEro OPYXKHUS.

Omnmn, OOJIZKHO 6BITB, XKHUBYT TOM 2Ke XKHM3HBIO, YTO U KUOXKWHEL.

— OpgHako, IoYeMy OHU 3[€eCh cervac?

Bo3moxH0, 6eqHOCTE IIPHBETIA X Clofla, YTOOHI ITOTPAOUTE.

— B mo6oMm crydae, MBI HOKHBI OBITh TOTOBHL CTPEJIATH B HUX, KaK TOJILKO OHU MOSBSTCS! -
KpUKHYy/Ia MeTTe, U KUIKKHBI 3aKpUYaji B OTBET, IepxKa apOasieTsl HaroToBe.

B T0 ke BpeMs U3 JiIeCa BRICKOYHUIINA TEMHBIE TEHU.

OHu OBITA CEepPHIMU BOJIKaMH.

Ho He mpocTo Kakoii-To BONK. OHU ObIIM OrPOMHBIMU. He OBIZI0 HUKAKUX COMHEHUH B TOM, YTO OHU
OBl 0OOPOTHSIMH,

W TO4YHO Tak ke, KaK KUOKUHLI, OHU BRITJIAOENIN XyIObIMU U ocnabJIeHHBIMH. OpmHAaKo YTO-TO emé OBIIIO
He TakK.



Bce oHUM ObLIM TOKPHITEL KPOBBIO.

HekoTopkle faxke HECTTH OPYTUX 000POTHEH, KOTOphie OblIK C/Tabbl ¥ B 4EJIOBEYECKOM 00IUYLE.

3aTeM S BCIIOMHUJI CJIOBaQ, KOTODEIE l'aut ckaszan HpOI.T.U'IOI;I HOYEIO.

YTO-TO 0 IIOUMKE KOT'0-TO CO 3BEPUHBIMU VIIIaMU... U YOUICTBE €€.

— Hpusa. BoaMoxHO, OHH...

— Tak>e momBepriIKuCh HallageHUI0 OXOTHUKOB 3a pabaMu.

TaM OBITT OIMH BOJK, KOTOPHIY OBINT MEHBIIIE OCTAJIbHEIX, HO OexKaJjl Blepeau. 3aTeM OH OCTaHOBUIICH,
KOT[a yBU[EeN Hac.

prrHe BOJIKHK TO2K€ OCTaHOBHUIJIMCH, a 3aT€M MaJIEHbKHE BOJIKH IIOIIJIM K HaM OIHH.

— llenvTecs!

— MertrTe, mogoxkpau. f myMaro, 4TO OHU XOTST IIOTOBOPUTS.

Vpus coenana mar BIOEpeN.

A moTom ofivH MalleHbKUU BOJIK CKIIOHUJICS nepen Upueid.

— BbI, 0omKHO OBITE, U3 mieMeHu OeHperns... [loxkanyiicTta, He MO/ OBl BB IPOIYCTUTH HAC Ha 10T?

Totoc OB MOJIOIBIM ¥ Ka3aJICs HEOIBITHRIM, KOT/Ia [IeJI0 JOXOMMIIO M0 O(PUITHATEHOTO Pa3roBopa.

Wpus KuBHYyJa U Cpa3y Xke OTBeTHUsa:

— Y Hac ToXe HEeT HaMepPeHUs CpaXkaThCs C BaMM. BRI MOXKeTe IMPoiTH, ecnu XxoTuTte. Ho uTo
CITy4YUIIOCH?

— Jlromy Hamany Ha Hac... Eciu BB ocTaHeTeCh, Ha BaC TOXKe HamaayT. Bel monXKHB 6eXKaTh Kak...

Ho IIpexne 9eM 060p0TeHB yCiieJl 3aKOHYHUTh, C3aiy, I'Ne BEIPHUCOBLIBAJICA JIE€C, IIOCIIBIIIAINCh
ToJioCa.



Ha 3TOT pa3s s1 0OTYETIUBO CIIbIIIAN JIOMIAAUHBINA TOIOT.

He xone6msch, Upust 3akpudana 000POTHIM:

— Bce BB, uguTE MOKa croga!

MeTTe mocmenrna BO3pas3uTh.

— H-Ho, [Tpunuecca! Ouu!..

— HekoToprle U3 HUX paHeHbl! MBI HE MOXKEM MTPOTHATh UX!

Haxe ManmeHbKHY 000pOTEeHD OB MOPaXKEH, HO OH OIYCTUJI TOJIOBY CO cloBaMu «Crnacubo» u
IIpHUKa3ai JPYruM 000POTHSM BHIUTH BIEPEL.

Kak TonbKo mocnefHu 13 000POTHEN BOIIEN B IePEBHIO, 5 YCbIIana Kpuku «Xbsg-xa!», Korpga u3-3a
IepeBbeB BEICKOYHUIN BCATHUKH.

OHU OelCTBUTEILHO OBITM KOHHBIMH OXOTHHKAMH 3a pabaMu.

U Bcero ux OBLIIO OKOJIO OBAMLIATH.

— Ot Hac HUKYy7a He meTbes! CoOaKy MOMKHBI TOBUHOBATLCS CBOUM X03sieBaM-TiofsiM! Xax?

Korpa oHu exanu BEPXOM, I'lTa3a OXOTHHKOB 3a pa6aMI/I PaCHInpPUIInCE.

B 3TOM He ObIJIO HUYETO YOUBUTENBHOI0. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, UX BCTPETHUII PSAM apOareTYNKOB.

4 IIOCKOJIBKY OHH €XaJlk C TaKOW OOJBIION CKOPOCTEIO, JIOIIagy HEe MOTJIM CPa3y OCTaHOBUTHCH.

— MerTTe, MBI MOZKEM HCII0Ih30BaTh 3TUX JIomane. ITompo0yiiTe HalleTUTLCS Ha BCAIHUKOB.

— ITonana! LlenbTech BO BCAOHUKOB, a He B Jiomagei! Orous!

B 9T0 MrHOBEHME KUIXKWHE HaxXKald Ha CIIYCKOBEI€ KPIOYKH ap6aHeTOB, " CTPEJIbI II0JIETEIIN Bnepén.

— I'npsa-ax?!

— A-aprx?!



W BOT Tak KUOKMHEI YHHUYTOZXKAJIKM OXOTHHUKOB 34 pa6aMI/I OOHOT'O 3a OPYT'HM.

Kak TOnbKO BCe OXOTHUKH 3a pa6aMH TMany, KUI2KWHEBI 3aKpHU4Yalid, 2KECTUKYIIUPDYA.
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