"YepT... 4TO TPOUCXOOUT?"

OmpaBUBIIUCE OT OIeTIeHeHUs, 1 OBICTPO BHITAIINMII MeY U CIIOKOMHO OTJISIIeNl CBOe OKPYKeHUe.

MHue HY2KHO OBITIO COXPaHATH CIIOKOMCTBHE. f He MOT IIO3BOJIMTh SMOIUSIM B35Th BepX Haa co0o0i1, KaK
9TO OBIIO B IIPOLIJIOM.

IIny.yy'..ll

BrImOXHYB, 5 IOMBITAJICS ITPOAHAIU3UPOBATh MPOUCXosiee. B HacTosIee BpeMs MBI ¢ KeBuHOM
HAXOOUIKUCH B JIOBYIIIKE BHYTPHU IIPOCTPAHCTBEHHOTO U3MEpeHus, He UMesl HU MaJIeUIIero
IIpefCTaBIeHUs 0 TOM, KTO Hac Ipecienyet. bonee Toro...

...OT0 He OBITIO TeM, UTO HOJIZKHO ObIJIO IPOU30UTH B POMAHE.

U cHOBa PeaIbHOCTE U CIOKET OBLITH MCKaXKEHHI.

Ewe 60ee TPEBOXKHEIM ObIIT TOT (DaKT, YTO 3TO MIPOUIOILIO, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO HUKTO HE 3HAJI, YTO
ML ¢ KeBuHOM cobupanuch Ha xpebeT KnelToH.

...KTO-TO MOJIXKeH OBLI UATH 3a HaMu XBocToM. Ho KT0?

[TepBoe MMsI, KOTOPOe IIPUIII0O MHE Ha YM, KOHeYHO X)e, [unbepT, ToT, ¢ KeM KeBrUH coBCeM HeOaBHO
BCTYTIHI B KOHQIIUKT... HO I OBICTPO OTOPOCUIT 3TY MBICIIb.

I'unbepT ceyac HaXOOUIICS MMOJ CTPOTUM HalOIlofeHueM HEKOTOPHIX ITpodeccopoB. IToaTomy mo6oi
ero mar ObIJT KpaliHe pUCKOBAHHBIM. Ecu KT0-TO HalimeT KeBuHa MEPTBLIM, IEPBEIM, Ha KOT'O
o0patsT BHUMaHue, OymeT I'unbeprt... ¥ OH 3TO 3HaI. [103TOMY 3TO HE MOT OHITH OH.

...eCJIH 9TO OBINT He OH, TO KT0? Murens [Tapkep?

"Txxx..."

YemM Oorblire st OyMall 006 9TOM, TEM OOJIBIIE IIPpUXOOHUII B 3aMeIIaTeJIbCTBO, d XMypPO€ JIUIIO
CTAHOBUJIOCE BCe Gojiee XMYPEIM.

"It0 mpoucxomut?"

[TocMOTpPEB B CTOPOHY OIHOTO M3 JOMOB BrayiekKe, KeBUH HAIpaBU/ CBOM M€Y B Ty CTOPOHY, KOTIa
KPACHBIM OTTEHOK OKYTaJI TeJlo ero Meva. [1ocje 3TOro OH KPUKHYI



" BeIxomu, g 3Hal0, 4TO TH TaM IpsAYeIses”.

"Kekeke, II0x0xe, TH Hac Hailen".

YcmMmexasich, U3-3a OQHOTO M3 IOMOB I10Ka3aJioCh YepHoe t-IeJ'IOBeKOl'IOJZ[OGHOG CyaieCTBO C IByMSA
POraMu Ha I0JIOB€ U KPLIJIbSAMHU, ITIOX02KMMHU Ha KPBIIIbSA nequeﬁ MEIIIHN.

"Iemon!"

3aMeTHB TMYHOCTD BHIIIEMIIETO CYIIEeCTBa, Bech 061Uk KeBuHa naMeHuncs. Ero Teno 3agpoxario, a
Ha JIMLE BHICTYIIUIX BeHBl. KpacHBIM OTTEHOK BOKPYT HETO HEKOHTPOJIUPYEMO YCUJIUIICH.

"f1 yobto Bac Bcex!"

"ou, ycnokoucs!"

3aMeTuB HEYPaBHOBEIMIEHHOCTDb KeBuHna, s 6I>ICTp0 HAIIPABUJICA B €TI0 CTOPOHY B HaleXOe YCIIOKOUTDH
ero.

CocrostHue KeBuHa ObIJIO HE 0YEHb XOPOIIIHM.

Ero HeHaBUCTb K leMOHaM OblJla Ha IPYroM YPOBHE, TaK KakK ero pasyM ceiiyac OblI 3aTyMaHEeH
TOJIBKO SIPOCThI0. EC/u OH ceiiyac ke He BO3bMeT ce0s B PyKH, BCe MOXKET ITOUTU HallePeKOCSK.

OpHako, KaK TOJIbKO g IIofyMasi, 94T0 KeBUH BOT-BOT B30PBETCS, OCTAHOBUB MeHs pyKou, KeBuH
r1y00KO B3[IOXHYJ U CKa3all:

"®yyyyy... 1 B IOpAOKe".

BCKOpe II0CJIE TOT'0, KaK OH CKa3all 3TO, KpaCHBIfI OTTEHOK BOKDPYT €T0 TeJla CTa6I/IJ'II/I3I/IpOBaJ'ICF{.

"“Tr1 yBEpeH?"

KuHyB, KeBUH cTajl HeCPaBHEHHO Cephe3Hee, TS Ha JeMOHA B BO3yXe.

"Ia... boyee TOTO, Yy HAC eCThb MpobjeMa IIocepre3Hee”.

Kaxk Tonpko KeBuH 3aKOHYUIT TOBOPHUTH, CJIIOBHO IIO KOMdH€E, U3 HUOTKYyOa IIOABUIINCH
MHOT'O4YHMCJIEHHBIE YEPHEIE FYMaHOI/IJIOHOJIOGHBIe CyIlieCTBa C KPEIJIbAMUA nequeI‘/’I MBI ¥ POraMU Ha
TOJIOBE.



Ha nuiiax KaXkmoro U3 HUX MOSBUIACH U3BPallleHHas 37100Has yiasl0Ka, 1 OHU CMOTPENH Ha Hac
o0ouX, KaK Ha CIIeJIBIH TIJIOM, TOTOBHIM K yIIOTPEeOIeHNUIO.

"Kto Tebs mocman?"

XOJIOOHBIN U 6833MOHHOH&J’ILHH§I ronoc KesuHa, KOTOprfI CTOsJI Ha CBO€EM, HE o6pa1_ua5{ BHHMAHUA Ha
TOJIBKO 4YTO ITOABUBHINXCA NEMOHOB, Pa3HECCA 110 OKPYTeE.

"KTto mocnan Hac...?"

B3rnsiHyB Ipyr Ha ApyTra, JEMOHHI B BO3AyXe IIPOCTO paccMesiuch Hayl KeBuHOM.

"Keke, mo4eMy MHI IOJIKHE TOBOPUTH TeOe?"

"Brl BCero JIMINb Hallla J00kYa, KaKoe IIPaBo BBl KMeeTe CIIPAlInBaTh, KTO MBI TaKue'".

"TIpocTo CTO¥ TaM THXO ¥ II03BOJIb HAM IOJIAKOMUTELCS TO0OH".

KuHyB, KeBUH MOCMOTpPEN Ha IeMOHOB B Bo3ayxe. VX OBIII0 0K0JI0 MSTHaALIaTH, 60jee TOro, mo
Kojie0aHusIM, KOTOpble OHU UCITyCKanu, KeBUH MOT CyAuTh, YTO OOJIBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX UMEJIM PaHT .

"Xyyyy... 04eHb XOpOIIOo".

I'nmy6oko BrmOXHYB, KeBUH yCUNIUT XBATKYy Me4a, a KpaCHbIM OTTEHOK BOKPYT €ro Tejla pa3ropenics,
KaK KOMeTa, afaomias B He6o. [Tocie 3Toro oH MOJIHOCTHI0 0CBOOOIMII CBOE [JaBeHNe PaHTa .

"¢ He 3HA0, TIOYEMY THI Halle/JIUJICSA Ha MEeHs... HO THI [T0XKaJleellb 0 TOM, YTO Halmall Ha MeHd.
Oco0eHHO TOCIIe TOTO, Yepes3 YTO S TOJIBKO YTO Impomen”.

[TouyBcTBOBAB maBieHue KeBrHa, MEMOHHI faXKe HE B3OPOTHYIIM. YCMeXasiCh, CaMbIi I'JIaBHHIHM IEMOH,
KOTOPHIN IOSIBUJICS TTEPBBIM U KOTOPHIM, ITOX0XKe, OB JIMIePOM I'PYIIIHI, MEIJIEHHO ITOTIaguil CBOM
non0opoIoK, Habmonast 3a KeBuHOM CBepxy.

" Keke, KeBun Bocc... ThI JOBOJILHO TIOMYJISIPEH CPEAU HAc, HEMOHOB... HO, K COXKaJeHUI0 s Te0s, ThI
He SIBJISIeIIbCS Hallley T'JIaBHOM 1eIbio".

Haxmypusiiucse, KeBrH onemuni. 3aTeM OH IIOBEPHYJI F'OJIOBY B MO0 CTOPOHY.

"Xm? 4?2



[ITpOKO PACKPHIB I'J1a3a, s yKa3as Ha ceOsl.

[ITupoxko ynbibasich, BCe IEMOHB 00paTUId CBOe BHUMAaHNE Ha MEHS.

"KeKkeke... THI, I0MKHO OBITh, Pen [loBep".

[ITaruys Brepen, nuaep AeMOHOB IIPSIMO Ha3Bajl MOe MMs, ¥, CJIOBHO packaT rpoMa, Mo# pa3yM
MTHOBEHHO IIPHUIIET B CMSITEHHE.

Yro?

Yro npoucxogut? Kak oH y3Ha, KT0 A? [1elCTBUTENIBHO JIX OHU NIPECIIefoBaIu MeHs?

Munnuox BOIIPOCOB BO3HUK B MO€M T'0JI0Be, IIOKA S B IIIOKEe CMOTPEJI Ha JeMOHOB HaJ0 MHOH.

He npunoMHio, 4TOOH ST KOTHa-HUOYIb IPOBOLIMPOBAJI IEMOHOB - HU 3@ 4TO.

OCTaHOBUB CBOM MBIC/TM HA 3TOM, MO Pa3yM ITOMYasCs BCKayb, TPOUTPHIBAS B YM€ MHOTOYUCIIEHHEIE
CIIEHapuH.

Yewm panbiiie s gyMan 06 9ToM, TeM 60Jbllle 0CO3HaBaJl CBOI0 CaMOHaIeTHHOCTh ¥ CAMOYBEPEHHOCTE.

.4 melCcTBUTENLHO PaHbIIEe B3aUMOJECTBOBAJI C AEMOHAMHU.

He omgun pas, a mBaXk[mwL.

OnuH pa3 ¢ 6apoHoM OBepbiaz B OA3eMeNbe, U ellle ONUH pa3 ¢ MaTpuapxoM, Korga s yousn
Onmauaxy, X0Ts U KOCBEHHO.

Pa3MHIIIIsSsS TaKUM 00pa3oM, Bce Hayasio CXOMUThCS. Eciiu Bce OBIIO MeHCTBUTEIBHO TAK, KAk S
myman, To nu6o MaTtpuapx, 160 IBep6a HALeTUIUCh Ha MEeHS.

...Temneps BCTaBaJl TJIaBHBIM BOMPOC. KTO M3 HUX IBOMX HAIIETIUIICS Ha MEHS?

O61u3HYB ry0bl, TJIABHEIN HEMOH, TOT, YTO Ka3aJICs BOKAKOM CTaH, XKeCTOKO YIILIOHYIICS, 00paTHB
CBOe BHMMaHMe Ha KeBuHa.

"Hy... X0TsI ©3Ha4aJIbHO MBI HalleIUINCh Ha pebeHKa 110 UMeHU PeH, Temeps, KOTHa Mbl YBUOEH
Tebs1, KeBuH Bocc... THI MOXKEIllb OCTAaThCS ¥ IIOUTPATh C HAMH, HET?"



"...nu, MoxXeT OBITh, BE XOTUTE 3aKJIIOUUTL C HAMU KOHTPAKT? EC/IHU BH CKazKeTe CJI0BO, MBI MOXKEM
3aKIIUYUTL €ro 30ech U cerdac..."

He obpaiiasi BHUMaHUS Ha HUepa AeMOHOB, KeBUH OBEPHYJICS U TOCMOTPeI Ha MeHs1. Kpenko
mepkKa CBOU Med, OH CKa3a:

"PeH, g aTaKylo CIlepeny, a Thl IPUKPHIBaEelllb MEeHs C3agu".

OrmrennoMJIEHHBIM Ha MTHOBEHHE, § KUBHYII.

"Xopormo..."

"Kaxk ThI CMeells UTHOPUPOBATh MeHs!"

3ameTuB, 4yTo KeBUH IPOUTHOPUPOBA €ro, TUAEP HEMOHOB B3MaxHY /I KPbUIbSIMU. 3aTeM, CJIOBHO
IyJisi, eT0 TeJ0 YCTPEMUIIOCH K HaM.

"Artaxkyu!"

OpuH 3a IpyruM, Bce 6ombiie u 60Jbllle JEMOHOB ITafgaid BHU3, Ty, ITle HaXO[UJIUCh MBI C
KeBunom.

"OctopoxHO!"

Ha6mo,uaﬂ 3d TeéM, KaK JeMOHEI ITMKUPYIOT Ha HAC, OBUTASCh HAa3aMd, A CTall PUCOBATE B BO3OyXe
MHOT'O4YHCJIEHHBEIE KPYTH.

Bckope 1mmoce Toro, Kak 51 HapucoBaJjl B BO3[yXe IMSThIM KPYT, BpalllaloUUiCs BOKPYT MeHs, ISATh
KPYToB OBICTPO OKPYKUJIKM 0071acThb, B KOTOPOU S HaXOOUIICS.

"T'oTos!"

CTpeHHH BBEDPX, TEJIO KeBuHa B371€TENIO B BO3OYyX, KOT'Ia OH BCTPETHUIICA C IEeMOHAMHU B BO3OYyXe€E.

[TossBUBIIKCH TTepef] OOHUM U3 1eMOHOB, KeBUH ORICTPO aTakoBall.

B3max Meua BIepeq, Kak OyITO OH pa3pe3as Macllo, ¥ ONWH U3 IeMOHOB mepeq KeBHHOM pacKOIIOJICs
IIOII0JIAM.

“LITO! ]



[ITrpoKo pacKpHIB I'la3a, BCE MeMOHLI BOKPYT KeBrHa CMOTpeNH Ha Hero B Ioke. He oOpatas
BHUMAaHUS Ha UX II0K, KeBUH MOCMOTPET B MOIO CTOPOHY, KPUKHYB.

IIPeH!II

"MaBau!"

[TepemecTuB fiBa KOblla BBepX, KeBUH OBICTPO HACTYIUJI HA OMHO U3 HUX U MIPOMOJIKHUII
akpobaTU4YeCcKoe OBUKEHME B Bo3ayxe. C KaXkKObIM IIarOM er0 KJIMHOK ITPOH3aJsl IeMOHa.

['naps Ha KoJblla o HoraMu KeBuHa, OMUH U3 IeMOHOB 00paTHIl CBOM B30P Ha MeHS. BEITSIHYB B
MO0 CTOPOHY CBOM OCTPhIe KOT'TH, HEMOH B3MaxHYJ KPHUIbSIMU, U €r0 TeJI0 METHYJIOCh KO MHE KakK
my7is.

"¢ yonio TEOS!"

[MogcTpauBasich mox TeMn KeBuHa, KOTHa s MBUTA KOJIbIlA IOl €70 HOTaMH, ST BCKOpPe 3aMeTHIT
meMoOHa, ORICTPO HAIIPABIISIOIIEr0Cs B MOIO CTOPOHY. [ToKayaB roI0BOH, 5T MPOUTHOPUPOBATI €T0 U
IIPOIOJIKUII TIepeMellaTh KPyTrH o HoraMu KeBuHa.

"“TBI MOIIATUIILCA 3a TO, YTO UTHOPHUPOBAI MEHS, YeloBek!"

B cuutanHbie CEeKYHIOBI JEMOH IIOABHUIICA IIPAMO IIepeno MHOH. Korga ero OCTpEIE€ HOT'TH
HpI/I6HI/I3I/IJ'II/ICB K MOoeMy JIuIny, neéMOH He CMOI' yoep2ZKaTbCiA OT MaHbIYHOU YJ'IBIGKI/I 1 KPUKHYJI

“yMpH!"

...OgHaKoO, Ipexye YeM ero HOI'TH BOH3UJIUCH B MOIO 11I€10, Pa3/aJiCs IIeT40K, ¥ IEMOH 3aCThUI B
Bo3ayxe. [IIMpOKO pacKphIB I'1a3a, JEMOH B yzKace CMOTpel Ha MeHst. OH 00JIbIlle He YyBCTBOBAII
cBoero Tena. JIpoxka, OH yKa3asl Ha MeHs U c1abo ITpou3HeC.

"¢1... HeBo3MOxkHO! Pa3Be TH He HOJXKeH OB MOJTy4YuTh paHr F?"

Kak TOnbKO OH 3aKOHYUJI 3TH CJIOBA, OH yIajl 3aMepTBO Ha 3eMsito. Ha ero n0y nosiBunachk MajeHbKas
IBIPOYKa.

B3rnsHyB Ha meMoOHa IO MOMMU HOTaMK Ha KOPOTKOe MTHOBEHHUE, 1 CHOBa 00paTHJl CBOE BHUMaHUE
Ha KeBuHa u MSITKO CKa3al:

"I3BUHU, HO THI OII030aJI Ha HenmeJo..."



II'(_ITO?II

"4r10 cinyuunocs?"

OtienieHesIo TS Ha CLIEHY ITOJ HUMM, HEKOTOPBIE U3 IeMOHOB B BO3[yXe 3aMePJ/IH Ha HOJII0
CEKYH[IHI.

Pa3Be oH He HomXkeH ObLUI OBITEH CIA0BIM, COTJIACHO OTUYeTaM?

CornacHo MOJIyYeHHBIM 0TYETaM, CTYOEHT 1o uMeHu PeH [loBep momKeH ObIJT UMETh PAHT B IyYIIEM
CIy4ae... OMHAKO, TJISAS Ha MEPTBOr'0, 0XBAUEHHOT'0 y2KacoM [IeMOHa IT0fl CBOMMU HOTaMHU, JEMOHHI B
BO3[IyXe B3OPOTHYIIHU.

IIeMOHEI 3HAJH, YTO 9TAa UHPOPMAIHs ObIsIa OIMIMOOYHOM. .

"Twr1 320511 000 MHE?"

He ornsmpiBasice, crmabast ymeiOKa MOsIBHIach Ha rybax KeBruHa, KOTfa elre OfuH IeMOH yMep OT ero
KJIMHKA. XOTSI OH He BU[IEJI, YTO MPOU3OIIJIO, EMy ¥ He HY2KHO OBIZIO 3TOTO BUIETh.

OH yXKe 3HaJ, 4eM BCe 3aKOHUUTCA. Eciu gaxe OH He 3Hall, KaK CIIPaBUTHCS C 3TOM aTaKOH, TO YTO
MOTJIM CeJlaTh KaKue-TO JKajKue JeMOHBl HU3IIEero paHra?

" Hau mHe!"

3aMeTHuB, 4TO CUTyallusd CTaHOBUTCA He6J'Ia]"01'IpPIF[THOﬁ, JIngep OeMOHOB CHejiall Iiar BIiepen, U TYyT
XKe OT €ero Tejla Ha4aJlIo HCXOOUTE OTPOMHO€E OaBJIEHHUE.

9T0 OBIIIO TOYTH Ha PaBHBIX C KEBUHOM...

"Ympu!"

BbITﬁHYB PYKY B CTOPOHY KeBuHa, iuHHbIE OCTpPEIE€ HOT'TH BOH3MJIINCE B HETO.

bnokupys ataky cBouM MedyoM, KeBUH moTepsii onopy. K c4acThio, s TOJIKHYJI OPYTroe KOJIbLO
BIIepe[], II0 HEYCTOMYUBYIO HOTY, ¥ TIOMOT KeBUHY BOCCTAHOBUTE IIOJI0XKEHHE.

"Crmacu6o"

BpocuB Ha MeHsI KOPOTKUM B3rjisih, KeBUH KUBHYIIL.



"Yero T Kpews? {1 3aiMmych KeBuHOM, a TH aTakyu ero!"

3aMeTUB KOJIBII0 U IIOCMOTPEB Ha APYTHX OeMOHOB Iepef co60i, nuaep JeMOHOB YKa3al Ha MeHs,
KPUKHYB.

"BricTpo y6eii ero! He cToit TaM... caemnait 4To-HUOyOh!"

[Tocrne aTOrO0, IOBUHYSACH €T0 NIPUKA3y, BCe IEMOHH, KpoMe nuepa, OpoCHUIIMCh BHU3 B MOIO CTOPOHY.

YBUEB MHOXKECTBO TE€MOHOB, HAIIPABJIAIOIINXCSA B MOIO CTOPOHY, 5 FJ'IY6OKO HaXMYPHIICA.

Hx Op1710 0KOJ10 ceMH... OgHAKO, KOTfla S IOCMOTPETT Ha HUX, YTO-TO HE CXOTUIIOCK.

B noBepmeHuy meMOHOB YyBCTBOBAJIOCh YTO-TO HEIIPABUJIBHOE... HeCMOTpﬂ Ha TO, YTO UX TOBapHIIU
OTHOIM OT HAIIKX PYK... OHH Ka3aJIUCh CIIUIITKOM CIIOKOMHBIMH. Ka3amochk, YTO OHU JaxKe He 00SITTHCh
HacC.

Kak 6ygTo oHM He 60SITUCEH IPOUTPaTh HaM ¢ KeBUHOM...

...Ha 3TOM MOs MBICTIb OCTaHOBUIACh. {1 OBICTPO OTJISAMIENI CBOE OKPYXKeHHe B HafexKfe HaWTU 4To-
HUOyOb, 9TO MOTJI0 OB MHE TTOMOYb. HO, K MOEMY pa304apoBaHUIO, T HUYETO HE HaIlIe].

"4T0 Ke OHU IJIaHUPOBAIH..."

"XYVyyy..."

BrigoxHyB, 1 3aKpBUI I1a3a.

[TosIBUIIOCH CIIUIIIKOM MHOTO (baKTOpOB, KOTOPEIE HE ITOOOaBaInCh MOEMY PAa3yMEHHIO. XO0TA S Kak-TO
COXPaHsAII CIIOKOMCTBHE, 3TOTO ORI HEOOCTAaTO4YHO.

MHe HyXKHO OBI710 OBITH CIIOKOMHee. bosee 6e3xkanocTHhIM. bonee pemutensHeM. Boree
0e3pa3IuYHEIM. ..

MepnieHHO 1IBET B MUPe HCUe3all II0 Mepe TOro, Kak BCe BOKPYT MEHSI BOCCTaHABIIMBAIOCh B 9TOM
TPEXMEPHOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE. BCeBO3MOXKHEBIE OTBIEKAIOIINE MBICIIH YIETYYUIUCh U3 MOET0 CO3HAHMUS,
KOTZla MHP BOKPYT MeHS CTajl YepHO-OeIbIM.

OMOITMH Ha MOeM JIHIe UCYE3JIH, a BCe BOKPYT IPEBPATUIIOCH B IIaXMaTHbEIe PUTYpHL. THXO TIAas Ha
IEeMOHOB Haf 000, S TUX0 IPOoOOPMOTAIT



"PaBHOmyImMe MOHapxa..."
BruManue! 3TOT mepeBof, BO3MOXKHO, €II€ He TOTOB.
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