U Tak oHu IIPOAOJIZKHUIIK €CTh, KaK HU B YEM HE OBIBAJIO.

Koporsb, Bce elle YKyTaHHBIM B €€ HOCOBOM IIJIaTOK, IEPUOJUYECKHU CKUMAJ HOXK, a KOPOJIEBa, TO U
IleJIo MOTJISIABIBaBINAs B OKHO, MHOTMA, KAa3aJioCh, BEITUPAa CIe3sl candeTKou.

970 Oblyla MUpHAs KapTUHA yXKUHA.

Y Tonbko Korfa oben yxKe IMOOXOAUT K KOHITY, KOPOJIb OCTOPOZKHO OTKPHII POT ¥ 3aBell TJIaBHYIO
TEMY.

— Hy’ —
Crout nu eyl IOAHUMATD 3Ty TEMY?

— Kak ynoMmunanocs B nocnanuu Ero BenudecTBa, B mocienHee BpeMs BeChbMa CTPAHHO BefieT cels
KOPOJIEBCTBO JcyeH. B 4acTHOCTH, BEl HeCceTe 3HAUUTEIbHEIN yilep0 Ha rpaHulle u3-3a TPEHUM ¢
HUMU. Bamre BenrdecTBo, 4TO BH gymMaeTe 00 3TOM?

Koponb, KOTOpHIH efBa MOAHSAI 3Ty TEMY, BEITED JI00 IIJIATKOM.

Koponesa Toxe mpogoszkaja IATh BOAY, CJIOBHO IlepeXuBaa.

Kaszanocs, oH x0Te, 4TO0B ©MIIepaToOpP XUTPOHHAHCKON UMIIEPUM BBICTYIIUII IIOCPEIHUKOM.
Kakag rinymnocrs...

OHa 110KHYyJIa SI3BIKOM y ce0s1 B TOJIOBE.

Kak MOXHO IIPOCHUTH KapnaHa, KOTOpBIfI yYMeeT TOJIbKO UT'PAaTh, CTATh ITIOCPEOHUKOM MEXKIOY OAPYTUMHU
CTpaHaMI/I? Benb maxe B Inpenpeilax CcoOCTBEHHOM HMMIIEPUHU Y HETO HUYEr'0 He II0JIy4aeTCHd.

Korga KapnaH He OTBETHII, KOPOJIb CHOBA HEYKITIO2KE€ PACKPHI POT:

— [TockonBKY 3TO JClIeH, TpaHUYalli ¢ UMIlepuel, 1 nogyMmai, 4To Ero BemuyecTBo MoT OHITH
3aMHTEPECOBaH.

WMnepus v rpaHulla CBSI3aHBI?

TonbKO TOrma ee OCEHUIO, K KakKo# "JCleHn" OHa paHbIle CibIaa.
9TO XKe CTpaHa TIaBHOW T€POUHH, BEPHO?

To camMoe KOpPOJIEBCTBO, KOTOPOE MPUBEHET UMIIEPUIO K Kpaxy.

U Temnepb OHa TPEBOXKHO IMOCMOTpeNa Ha KapmaHa.

Kappmas MenjeHHO, HO KPaCUBO BBITED T'yOHI.

— Acnenp. [Ja. MeHs ToXe He HHTEPECYeT COCTOSIHUE [ieNl B 9TOU cTpaHe. 1 He xo4y o0OpalnaTh Ha
3TO BHUMAaHUA.

— ITaBaiiTe mpuUriacuM ux Ha OaHKeT.

Xa?



KpoBaBo-kpacHbie TyOs KapgaHa 4yTb U30THYIIUCS.
— Ecnu nocetuM GaHKET ¥ TOTOBOPUM OTKPOBEHHO, HEIOTIOHMMaHKe BCKOpe 6yaeT yCTpaHeHo.
OH OBIJT UMIIEPATOPOM, TOBOPHUBIIEM KaK KiyMoOa.

Bripaxenue Ha nuile Kopossa Tapaku OLICTPO MOMEPKI0. KOHEeYHOo, OH CcTapasics 9TOro He
II0Ka3kIBaTh, HO 3TO OBIJIO Y2KaCHOE BHICTYIIJIEHNE, BO3MOXKHO, U3-3a OTCYTCTBUS NTPAKTUKH.

Ho ee e obManelb.

Kapman Ha camMoM fiejie He TOBOPHII 00 9TOM, ITIOTOMY 4YTO AyMaJl, 4YTo OyHOeT HeII0Xo0, eCjii Bce
IIOCMeIOTCS BMecTe Ha OaHKeTe.

Hert, 9T0 03Hau4ano CoBEPILIEHHO IPOTUBOIIOIOXKHOE.

OH uMe B BULy, 4YTO €U NIPULNETCS STUM 3aHATHCS, IOTOMY 4YTO €MY JIEeHb!
— Bor kak! 4 nopaxeH npoHuliaTensHOCTEIO0 Ero BenuuecTsa.

E# cHOBa IIpHUIINIOCH XJIOTATh B JIa[OIIIHU.

— IlaBaiiTe ycTpouM OaHKET Cliefyiolleil BECHOM.

Korga Kappan 3akpenui 9To, KOpoJib He cMOT 00JIbIlle HUYero cKa3aTh U Pe3K0 IToKaydaJsl I'0JI0BO.
— bnaropapio Bac, Barre BenugecTso.

Ona HaxMypuiach.

OrpoMHBbIN GaHKET, KOTOPHEIN COCTOUTCST BECHOM.

9T0 OBLIIO0 0YEHb 3HAKOMOE COOLITHE.

— Tl'epror, 4T0-TO HE TaK?

TonbKO KOra OHa BCTPeTUIach rina3aMu ¢ KapmaHoM, BOITPOCUTENBHO MMOTHSIBIIAM OPOBH, OHA
HaKOHelI] BCIIOMHHIIA.

KappaH BliepBble BCTPETUI XKEHCKOTO IIepCoHaxa!
OHa 4yTb He BHIIIIOHYJIa BOAY, KOTOPYIO IIXTIA.

Ecnu Ol Ha TapenKy UMIepaTopa Iolasa Boaa, ee OBl TYT XKe 00e3TIaBUIM, II09TOMY OHa C TPYAOM
ee IIPOTJIOTHIIA.

— KxM, KxM.
OHa IpUKpEIIa POT OGHOW PYKOM, HO yKe OBIJIO TIO3IHO.

KpacHsle rina3a KapiaHa omacHO BCIBIXHYNIH, ¥ Yepe3 MIHOBEHHUE 3aIaxjio0 TOPHKUM MYCKYCOM,
YTO-TO KOCHYJIOCH ee I'y0. KapmaH, HeXKHO CXKaB ee BJIaXKHbIe I'yOBl O0IBbIIUM ITablieM, yOpas ero u
cnerka ynbOHYyICs.

— 4 cpocun, Het nu mpo6yeM, repuor barnoa.



CTapaHCb COXPAaHUTh CePhEe3HO0E BRIPpAXKEHNE JIMIlad, OHa 6I:ICTp0 TOKayasa rojioBOu.

— Ha coOpanuu noneit co BCero CBeTa s AyMaa 0 TOM, Kak TPouHGOPMUPOBATH BECh MUD O BETHYHUH
Ero BenuuyectBa MMnepaTopa. KoHeYHO, MOHSITHO, YTO Ballle MPUCYTCTBUE caMO 10 cebe MpUBeeT K
ycnexy. OgHaKO €CJIU S CMOT'Y XOTb Y€M-TO IIOMOYb, ITYCTh faXKe U B MaJio¥ CTeneHy, s Oyny
TPYAUTHCS, TIOKAa MOU KOCTU He 06paTaTCs B Ipax.

OHa u3pekasa 6ecCMBICTHIY, HO K CYaCThi0, XMypOe BeIpaxkKeHue Ha nuile Kapmana ucuesso.
— 4 c HeTepIeHUEeM 3TOTO XKAY.

Kappas yneIOHYICS U TIOJI0KUTT HA ee TapesKy XOpOIIo IIPoKapeHHBIN KyCOK CTeHKa.

— I'epuor banoa, Bel MeHS ellle HUKOTa He pa304apoBhLIBaIH.

Torma KapmaH oTpe3asn KyCOK OT ee CTelKa, KOTOPHIY OHa ellle He Havyasa eCTb.

«3T0 Oe3ymue».

OHa yyBCcTBOBasa cebss HEMHOT'0 HEJIOBKO, HO M3-3a TOT'0, KaK OH Ha Hee CMOTpeJ, Y Hee He OBII0
BbIOOpA, KpOMeE KaK CheCTh OTHAHHBIM MM KYCOK CTEeHKa.

«fl momycTtuna yxkacHoe HeyBaXKeHUe».
OHa CKJIOHHUJIa TOJIOBY.

VimmepaTop, yCTaB, CKPBIJICS BO ABOPIiE. [I09TOMY Temeph OHa OTBeYasa 3a TO, YTOOHI TPOBOIUTD
KopoJst Tapaky ¥ KOpOJIERBY.

Ona CcHOBa CKJIOHUJIa TOJIOBY, OOHOU PYKOU IpUepKUBasi ChbeXaBIINy [TapukK, a B IPyroi —
IOTPENaHHBIN Beep.

«CTBIm MHE».
Bce eme gepxa B pyKe U3SAIIHBIY [1JIaTOK, KOPOJIb II0Ka4asl rOJI0BOU U B34J1 y Hee Mapuk.

Omna xoTena BEIPA3UTH CBOE€ BO3MYIIIEHNE BCEMU NOCTYIIHBIMHU CJIIOBAMH, HO COEPZXKHUBaAlla cebst, TOMHS
0 CBOEM CTaTyCe repuoruH UMIIEPHUH.

KoponeBa Toxke ApoxKallUMU PyKaMy IIPHUHSJIA CBOY Beep U MPUKPHIIa UM pPOT.
«CpenaHo».

[Tpou3Hecs 3TO JIeSTHBIM TOHOM, KOPOJIb PE3KO0 BEIAEPHYI IIJIATOK.

OH cHOBa Hafen Iapuk, Ho 6e3 3epKaja OH IPOIOJIKaJl Che3XKaTh.

[Tpu TakoM mopxope He ObLI0 OBl HUYET0 YOAUBUTENILHOTO, eclid OBl KOPOJIeBCTBO Tapaka
00BbeIMHUIIOCH C DCTIEHAOM U 00BSIBUJIO UMIIEPUU BOMHY.

Y Hee KpyXKuJjacsk rojioBa, IOTOMY YTO OCTaBaJIOCh COBCEM HEMHOI'0 BpeMeHU, npexae yeM Kapnax
BCTPETUTCS C I'JIaBHOU T€POUHEN.

Ecnu maieHre UMIEPUY YCKOPUTCST CUIbHEE, YeM 0XKHIAJIOCh, ee Ka3HST OBICTpee.



Kaxk OynTo B MogTBEpPXKeHUE ee MBICIIEN, BOPOH KapKHY BOaJleKe.
OHa CTI0THYJa ¥ IOBBICKJIA TOJIOC IPHMEPHO Ha [iBa TOHA.
Ee rosoc 3By4an 6eCKOHEYHO MATKO ¥ BEXKJIMBO, CJIOBHO COYYBCTBYS BCEMY Ha CBETE.

«BBI, OMXKHO OBITH, CUIILHO YAUBIIEHBI, UTO B CTOJIb HEJIOBKOM CUTYAIlMH IIOTEPSI/IU CBOY MTapUK U
WCIIOPTHUIIMA BeIllW Balllel MaTepu. YBaxKaeMblie... Baiie BenuuecTtBo, Bame BenuuectBo. MHe Tak
JKaJlb, 4TO S PacCTpOuUsa Bac».

Korga oHa Tak MPOHHKHOBEHHO M3BHHUIIACH, Ha JIEASHOM JIMIIEe KOPOJIs 3a0pe3Kujio HeKOTOpoe
obieruenue.

EcTp Hamexpa. OHa CHOBA IIOCIIENIHO IIOKJIOHUIIACH.

«Eme Pa3 IIPUMHUTE Hallli U3BUHEHHUS 3a NOCTaBJIIEHHEIE HGYILOGCTBB.. MHe 04YeHb XO0UEeTCS 3arinafuTh
CBOIO BUHY. Ecnu ecTh 4TO-TO, 4ETO0 BHI KEJIAETE, Be€pHEee, eClTi €CThb 4YTO-TO, UYTO A MOTY IOJIAd BaC
COeaTh, 4 Coeiar 3TO. HO}KaHYﬁCTa, He CTECHSUTECh TOBOPUTH 00 3TOMY>.

C TOuKY 3peHus KIIMEHTa, Y 9TUX JTIofel ObIJI0 MHOTO IIPUYHH AJIS XKano0.
Bo3aMemienue yiuiep0a SBISETCS OCHOBOM 00CTyKMBaHUS KIIHEHTOB.

K cyacThio, KOPOJIb OTKAIIJISICS, ¥ Ha ero JIKlle TOSIBAJIach paccaabIeHHOCTb, BO3MOXKHO, TIOTOMY
YTO MOSI ICKPEHHOCTH ITPOM3BeJia BIevaTIeHue.

«XM. Ecnu BoJISI TepIOTHHY YUCTA, IT03BOJIbTE IIOMPOCUTH Bac 00 OTHOM BEIIH».

OH OBITT KOPOJIEM, KOTOPHIM IIPUTBOPSIJICS CTPOTUM, HafleB KPUBOM MapuK, HO OHA CEePhe3HO KUBHYIIA.
«BBI MOXKeTe MOIPOCUTH MEHS 0 YeM YTOTHO».

«$1 mymaro 0 pacIIMpeHuH IIeIKOBOro Ou3Heca Tapaku».

«Ilemyntiit 6u3nec Tapaku?»

Bricnymas crnoBa Koponsa Tapaku, 0OHa cHenala Iay3y, BCIIOMUHAs OPUTMHAaIbHbIM POMaH.

[TocroiiTe, menk Tapaku — 3TO TOT Xke IIENK, KOTOPBIM HCII0Ib30Bal I'JTaBHEIM repol, KOraa KaxK bl
IeHb IIKUIT HOBOE TIJIaThe MAJISI TTIaBHOM IePOMHH.

Bot opiHa 13 npu4yuH 6aHKPOTCTRA.

«IToaToMy s X04y paclIupuTh TOprosiwo ¢ Umnepuen. KoHeuHo, S 3Hal0, 4TO HAlll LIEJIK HE 0YeHb
M3BECTEH, TI03TOMY KaK IIPaBUTEJh 5 MIPOSBIII0 HEOOXOIUMYIO OCTOPOXKHOCTE>.

IToxoxe, menk Tapaku ellle He IPOCIaBUICH.

Bcero 3a HECKOIBKO MECSIIEB OH CTAaHET HEBEPOSITHO MOMYJITPHBIM, a CeHYac 3TO IIPOCTO pPy4YHast
paboTa 13 MaIeHFKOTO KOPOJIEBCTBA.

«Ho ecnu MBI 3aKpenuM Hallli TOProBble OTHOLIEeHUS ¢ UMnepuen, CIeH He CMOXET Tak
OTIPOMETYMBO C HaMHU 00paIaThCs...»



Kopons Tapaka CMyTHO 3aKOHYMII CBOIO PeYb ¥ CHOBA KaIIISIHYIL.
OHa pemuTEeNbHO KUBHYJIA U OTBETHUIIA:
«Jla, Bame BenugecTtBo. He cTeCHSNTECH TOBOPUTH MHE BCE, UYTO YTOTHO».

«Ecnu pemecneHHUK OymeT 04eHb OCTOPOXKEH B MCIIOIb30BAHUH ITIENIKa, ST UMEI0 B BUIY 9KCIIOPT II0
1eHe, OJIU3KOU K ce0eCTOMMOCTH. .. »

on.

OHa nofaBuia IMIMPOKYIO YIILIOKY ¥ ITOBTOPUIIA CII0BA KOPOJIS.

«BBI XOTUTE 9KCIIOPTHUPOBATS IEeJIK Tapaku 1o IeHe, 67Tu3K0oM K ce6€CTOMMOCTH, TaK?»
Koposnb Bce ete 6pocan Ha Hee MOTHBIEe 08CITIOKOWCTBA B3TJISI/IH.

«3T0 OymeT TPyLAHO?»

«HempocTo, HO s COesaw 9TO AJIST CBOETO APAroleHHOr0 KIHeHTa — HeT, [JIT KOPOJIsST».
Koponb cXBaTui ee pyKy 4 CTall CUIIBHO TPSICTH €e.

«Cmacub6o, repuorutsi. OrpoMHOe BaM Cracu6o».

K cyacThio, yIOBIETBOPEHHE KIMEHTA JOCTUTI0 MaKCUMyMa.

OHa yneIOHYTach ¥ OTBETUIA 0ECKOHEYHO HEXKHBIM I'0JTOCOM:

— He ctourt GmarogapHoCTH.

Cettuac oHa MeHbIIIe 6eCIIOKOUIACh O TOM, YTO T'JIaBHBINA I'€POM PACTPATUT Ka3Hy, UMIIOPTUPOBAB
IIIeJIK [ TJIaBHOM repounu. Bce Graromapst ToMy, 4YTO OHa 3Hajla OpUTMHAIBHEIN POMaH.

OpHako 9TO He 3HAYUT, UYTO HE OBIJI0O HUKAKMX CJIOXKHBIX CHTy&I.IPIfI, KOTOPBIE HY2KHO OBIIIO PEeninTsh,
OaXe eCJIM OHa OblzIa 3HAKOMA C OPUTHUHAJIBHBEIM COOEPXKAHUEM.

Har[pI/IMep, KaK BecTHu ce0s, KOrJa TBOM HadaJIbHUK Ha6n10)1aeT 3a paGOTOﬁ MOJYNHEHHOU IIpsaMo 'y
Hee 3a IIJIe49O0M.

Takoro HeT B OpUrHAHae.
Kappan cuper Ha ee CTOJIe U CyX0 IIpOCMaTPUBaJl JOKYMEHTHI.

Bce, 4uTo oHa MorIa, 9TO HAOMIOATh 3a TOKyMEHTAMU, KOTOPhIe OHA OPraHW30BLIBaJIa IO PaccBeTa
TIPOILIION HOYBIO, TIPY 9TOM BEKJIUBO CII0KHUB PYKH Tepeq Co00i.

Yronku ee pra, KOTOPHIE yKe Yac ObITA B OQHOM ITOJI0KEHUH, HaYalli CUIIBHO CBOIUTDL CYyOOPOTOMH.
Ecnu OBl 0Ha Morya, oHa OBl CIIPOCHIIA:

"TloyeMy uMIepaTop, KOTOPHIY, KaK IIpeAIoaraeTcs, KaXabli JeHb IbeT U PE3BUTCS, SABUJICA CIOfa
Y BBI3EIBAE€T KOHMIUKT?"

KapmaH, KOTOpEI JOBOJILHO TPy00 MepenrucThBal JOKYMEHTh, BCKOPE, Ka3aioChk, IOTEPSIT K HUM



UHTEpeC.
— Trl go cux mop HOOPOCOBECTHO BHITIONIHSEIIL CBOIO PaboTy.

o6aBUB 3TU pacIILIBYaTHIE CJI0OBA, OH IIOJIOKUJI HOKYMEHTH €l Ha T'OJIOBY.
Osna B3s1J71a JOKYMEHTEHL.

— C Mo€e# CTOPOHHI 3TO IECTh.

KapmaH B3s17T HOKYMEHTHI U TTOJI0XKHII UX el Ha TojoBy. OHa He MOTJIa HOpMaIbHO BUETh, IIOTOMY YTO
el 3acyToHuNI 0030p, HO OHa OCTaBUJIa BCe KaK eCTh, IOTOMY UTO He X0oTesla 0e3 IPUYUHEL
OCKOPOISATH THPaAHA.

— IMouemy TH epegyman? [Touemy Thl ocBoGomun MtaHa?
CHayasa JIeHUBBIY T0JI0C OBUIO JIETKO CIIyLIaTh, HO B KOHIIE IIPO3BYyYall ejie YJI0BUMEIH X0JIO0NOK.

C HeOoOBIYHEIM YYBCTBOM OHA YXBaTHUJIACh 3a Kpall MOKYMEHTOB ¥ IIOCMOTpPEJIa Ha BEIPaXkKeHHe JTUIa
Kappasa.

KoHeuHo, B T71a3ax, yCTaBUBIIUXCS Ha Hee, OJIECHYIT SPKUH OTOHEK.
OHa CHOBa IOHSJIA, YTO KpacHHIe r71a3a KapgaHa JedCTBUTEIBHO XKYTKHE.

— Pa3Be He repuor npocun youTth capa MTaHa?
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