«BBI gyMasu, 4YTO OH OYKMCTHUTCS, €CJIU Bbl TKHETE eTr0 HeCKOJIBKO pa3. IIoToMy YTO BB 3HAETe, Kak
CUJIBHO 3TO 0071bHO. HO YTO BEI IIOYYBCTBOBAJIM, KOTHA HUYET0 He BHIIIIO? BhI, MOMXKHO OBITH,
nogymaiu: «HeMHOTo O0JIbIIIe. .. elle 9yTh-4yTh». CKOJIBKO elre 60JIH, 110 BallleMy MHEHUIO, BhI
MOJTXKHBI ObITA TPUYMHUTH, YTOOR! ITPaBa BEIIIUIA U3 €T0 YCT? Bh U3 BCex Jmofel 3HaeTe, Kak 9T0
6onbHO. Ho, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, BHI Ja’Ke HE MOHSIJIN CBOIO IIPaBAY. Bbl HCKpeHHE BEPUITH, YTO OH
B0O0OIIIe eCTh? Bl MyMasnu, 4To, KOTfia BBl OTKPOETE €My TOJIOBY, BBl HalieTe TaM CBOIO IIPaBOY?»

KypaHT 3aMepIia, IIOTPACEHHad ee CJIIOBaMu. JIun 3Han IIo4yeMy.

«J1omKHO OBITE, 3TO OBITT 607IE3HEHHBIN OILIT U IJIsT Hero. beaymue, KOToOpoe OBIafesio UM, ObII0
COBEPIIEHHO HE3HAKOMO, ¥ OH OOHTCS €ro faxe cemyac».

JIun Bce MOHUMAJIA, HO C TPYOOM MOTJIa YCIIOKOUThCS. OHa 4yBCTBOBAsa, YTO €CJIM OHA KOTHa-HUOYOb
COMeT C yMa u3-3a F'HeBa, 3TO OyaeT mpsiMo ceiyac.

«BrIpBuCH U3 3T0T0, KypaHT, TH BCE eI1le He YBEpeH, YTO IpaBha, He Tak JIu? Bel IPOCTO NEITaeTECh
OTlpaBAaTh CBOe yOUKCTBO... ECM BB IPOJOJIKUTE UATHU 10 3TOMY IIYTH, BBl TOJIBKO ITOCBATUTE Ce0s
XU3HU B O0lHE, fyMast MTHOBEHKE 3a MTHOBEHUEM O TOM, KaK B3JI0MaTh yejioBeKa 60yiee JKeCTOKO».

«Hert, Het. OH Ha ¢moTe! OHU onpeneNieHHO 30eCh, YTOOH yOUTHL Hac!»

«MHe Takxke HWHTEPECHO, IIoYeMy 30 Tak IIOCTYIIHII. A mencTBUTENIBHO X049y 3HATh, BOT II0YEMY A
paccienyrno ero».

«J1eMCTBUTEIILHO JIU OH IIPUIIe, YTOOH YOUTh HAC, UM Y HETo OblJla KaKas-To Opyras Ienb? ITo To,
YTO JIIOOY HA3HIBAIOT paccienoBanreM. Korma B mpolecce BO3HUKAIOT KaKKue-Ti00 BOIIPOCH], MBI
[oIpaIlrBaeM 3aKTI0UeHHEX. Ho BB HE MOXKeETe y3HATh MIPaBAy, TPOCTO Pa3ayBas 3aKII0YEHHOTO.
BBI MOMKHBI IBUTATh YMOM 3aKTI0YEHHOT0».

— Her, kanmutas. OH BOEHHO-MOPCKOHX (JI0T... OH ObsiBOJI. OH CKOPO MPUOET C (PII0TOM U pa3pexkKeT
Hac Ha KyCKH, OTpexeT HaM HOCHI ¥ yIHd... Kak Mosi MaTh, KaK Moii oTell! fd noskeH ObUT BRISCHUTD
3TO IO 3TOT0!»

«HeT, BBl 3HAETE JTy4llle, 4YeM 3TO0. O He TOT AbSIBOJI, KOTOPOT0 BH TaK 60uTeCh. OH GBI MPOCTEIM



YeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIM UCTEeKasl KPOBhIO, KOTHA Bl PA3PhIBA/IU €T0 IIJIOTh. I He ObLT 4aCThI0
yOII0IKOB, 0 KOTOPHIX BHl YIIOMHHAJK paHee, ¥ O He OB TeM, KTO YOUII BaIllUX POOuTesei. Pa3Be BhI
He NoHuMaeTe ceryac? OH He OB BOEHHO-MOPCKUM (JI0TOM, OH OBIJT TPOCTO oM. Bl HUKOTIa He
MHTEePeCcOBaJIUCh IIPaBHoi. Brl IPOCTO BEIMECTHIIM Ha HET'O CBOIO TUYHYIO0 00Umy...»

"Qemnosek?.. O, HeT... HeT, oHU BCe OLSIBOJIHL...»

Tskenoe mpoxanue med KypaHTa He ITO3BOJIAIIO eMy OTORITh HaKa3aHKe. Bckope ero nutio,
BKJ/TI04as T'yObl, CTal0 MOKPHEIM OT CJie3, ¥ OH 3afibIXaJiCs TaK CUJIbHO, YTO He TOJIbKO eTo IJIeyHu
OBUTA/INCh BBEPX U BHU3, HO U BCE €T0 TeJI0 Hayaslo TPSCTUCh, CUTHAJIU3UPYS, YTO OH TepseT
paccymok. JIum ob6paTuia CBOM B3I HA MaIb4YuKa, KOTOPBIM ITPOIOIKAJ 00ITATh, YTO AbSBOI
npuies, 4To0sl yOUTh UX.

«Brl He ObUIM 3HAKOMEI C TeM, KakK BH younu 9pa? Mnu 3To OBUI0 UMEHHO TakK, KaK BBl XOTeJH, YTOOH
9T0 OBII0? ECIM BaM HPABUTCS IIPAKTUKA XKeCTOKOro yOuiiCTBa UMIEPCKOro (hiora, CAenauTe 3T0.
Ecnu BB He IIpU3HaETE CBOIO BUHY 37€Ch ceiuac, 1 00I0Ch, YTO 3TO Ta KU3Hb, KOTOPOU BH OymeTe
JKUTH BCIO OCTaBIIYIOCS XKU3HB>.

«[Touemy 51 He Mory? OHU yOMBAIOT Hac Hayraf ¥ OBTalT... [loueMy MeHs pyraooT? HukTo He
IIBITAQJICS UX OCTAaHOBUTH!»

«IIuoHepcKas acKampuinbs ViMmnepuu Oblsia y2KacHOM rpynnoit. OHU cOesany To, YTOo JIIOOW HUKOTOa
He [IOJIKHEBL fenaTh. 1 uX ToKe HeHaBuKy. Ho Korga Bel 3acTaBUTE CBOM yM HEHABUMAETH UX, BB
y3HaeTe ux myTH u OyfeTe OelCTBOBaTh KaK UX MEICTH. KTO 3HaeT, BO3MOXKHO, BH fla’ke B KOHEYHOM
utore OymeTe oueHb yBaxkaTh MiMmepuio. ITogpaxkaTh UX NEHCTBUSIM — 3HAYHUT IIPHU3HABATh, UTO
MeTomnsl iMmepaTopckoro ¢yoTa ObUIH CTOJB Ke 3G(GeKTUBHEL. BBl UCIIONIH30BaIK TE Ke METO/H,
KOTOPHBIE COMY Bac C HOT, YTOOBl cOMTL Jma. Brl HUKOTIa He [OIXKHBL TOAIaBaThCS 3TOMY. YeM
OoJIbIIe BB fIeJlaeTe TO XKe caMoe, YTO ¥ OHHU, TeM CHUJIbHEe CTAaHOBUTCS MeTon Mmmepuu 1mo
HaCUTIbCTBeHHOMY yOuiicTBy FOra. Temeps THI IPOCTO CJIEMOU ITOCIeN0BATENb>.

Courant rubbed his face with his sleeve and turned.

- Drreukk -

Lil’s chair scratched the floor. Till the very end, he showed no sign of remorse or apology. Courant
walked toward the doorway without saying anything else.

“Courant.”



The footsteps stopped. Lil squeezed out her voice.

“Admit it. No more excuses. Admit you've done a terrible thing and swear you'll never do it again. I
don’t want to hate you.”

But Courant left the captain’s room without answering.

Lil quietly held her breath as her body slumped down on her seat. She felt terrible for herself. This
was because Lil would be the first person who would lose herself in a world without Ed.

‘These tragedies wouldn’t have happened if I had trusted Ed a little more. Ed died because I
couldn’t. I couldn’t handle the simple truth, so I passed it on to Cesar and took it out on Courant... I
was horribly pathetic. I'm not suited to be a Captain or a judge. Even sitting in this Captain’s room
makes me feel shameless...’

It wasn’t until a while later that Lil opened Ed’s notebook again.

She had ordered Jericho to get Ed’s stuff, so her desk was full of notebooks and books both large and
small. In the end, this was the only thing that she could do, so Lil clung to the proof of Ed’s existence
and lost track of time, not knowing the day versus the night. She wanted to get rid of the stigma on
Ed as soon as possible. No one would know about it, and Ed wouldn’t come back because of it, but
doing this was very important to her.

The first notebook was in bad shape and from around the time Ed boarded the Bell Rock. It held no
evidence in Ed’s favour. A few pages, presumably the most recent ones, had been ripped out, so
there was nothing to look at.

Lil bitterly picked up another notebook. It was a fairly thick sketching album, about the size of two
palms. It was full of detailed descriptions rather than short captions.

‘These seem to be about herbalism and medicine, judging by the drawings of trees, grasses, and
bodies.’

Occasionally, sketches of animals with bizarrely long noses and abnormally large ears appeared. Lil
had often seen Ed sketching, so she turned the page without surprise.

«Ho yeM Oorblie 1 CMOTPENT Ha HETO, TeM MEeHbIIe OH BHITJISIAEN Kak me3epTup. OH He JomKeH ObLI
TI03BOJIUTH Ce0€e POCKOIITh BpeMeHH, YTOOH YIIaKoBaTh BCe 9TO, BePHO? CTPaHHO, YTO OH LETISJICS 3a
CBOM BEeIITH, eCJTA OH eNCTBUTEIbHO Obln B Oerax. Ecyu Bce ero Bely UCYe3Iu ¢ ero Kopabiis, 3To
03HAYaJio, YTO OH IJIaHUPOBAJ CBOM mober. ITO TaKKe 03HAYaJI0, YTO OH YHUUTOKHUIT BOZMOXKHOCTh
3aMaCKUPOBaTh CBOE MCUE3HOBEHHE 101 CIy4YalHyl0 CMePTh... KpoMe TOoro, 3To He Bellly LITTHOHa».



Cpepnu Beleit dma OB DOoporast OgexXaa U LIJISIIHL.

«W 3ayeM LINKUOHY HECTU TAKOU 3aMETHBIN IIpeaMeT?»

JIus BEIXBATUII U3 CYMKH CTPAHHYIO JEPEBAHHYIO CKYJIBIITYPY.

«IToueMy OH HOCHJI C COO0M TaKyi0 CKYJIbIITYPY HEM3BECTHOI'0 MEHBIIIMHCTBA? Belllx, KOTOphe OH
npuBe3 ¢ co00, ObIIM Hellpencka3yeMbIMU. [IpepEIBUCTEIE KOJITIEKIINY TaKXKe BBICOUANIIeTro
KauyeCTBa, U3TOTOBJIEHHBIE U3 HEIIPEeB30MIEHHEIX POCKOIIHEIX MaTepPHUasioB.

Ecnu oH He WIMTHMOH U He Oe3ePTUP, TO YeM 3aHUMAJICS TOT OBIBIINI BOEHHO-MOPCKOM ¢GoT? ITH
IOKa3aTeabCTBa FOBOPST MHe, YTO OH He camuics B Bell Rock u3-3a mpobiieM ¢ XKumbeM Uiu
moxomoM. f myMaio, 4TO OH MOT OBI JIETKO BHIXKUTh HECKOJIBKO MECSIIeB, IIPOCTO IIPOJaB CBOI0 MOIHYIO
ofleXkay. ITO LieHHBIe IPeIMETHI, I03TOMY OH MOT OBl UX IIPOHATh, HO OH 9TOT0 He cuenal. f Takxke
He MOT'y ©30aBUThCS OT OLIYIIEHUS, YTO OH MIPHUHEC BCIO OJeXKMY, IIISIL ¥ aKCecCcyaphl Hayraj.

Kto, uepT Bo3bMHM, IO ¥ 4TO, YePT BO3bMH, OH fesan Ha KomokonpHOU cKame?»

Ee pyka, mepenucTHIBaloOIasl CTPAHUIIBI, BHE3AITHO 0CTaHOBUJIACh. ClefyIoUil 3CKU3 BHITIIAAEN
HEMHOT'0 UHa4e. JTO BRITJISAMENI0 KaK He3aKOHUYEeHHBIM PUCYHOK Io6epekbs HOUbk0. JIyHa Oblla
BBICOKOM, a IJISIK ¥ MOpe HU3KUMHU. Ka3amoch, YTO YTO-TO KPYTJIOe JIEXKUT B IIECKE Y M00EPEexKbsI, HO
abCTpaKTHHIM PUCYHOK, TOX0XKHUY Ha KHUBOIKCDH, He ObIJT 0CO0OEHHO OAPOOHBIM. C TOYKM 3peHHUs
HaOmogaTens, OnUcaTelbHbIe 9CKU3bl U TPOU3BEIEHUSI UCKYCCTBA OBLIM COBEPIIEHHO Pa3HeIMU. Ecimu
3TOT 9CKU3 OBbLJT MPOU3BEAEHNEM HCKYCCTBA, OH HE OCTABUJI CUJIBHOT'O BIIeYaTIIeHUS.

Korpa Jlun nepelnen Ha ClenyioOIylo CTPaHUILY, OHa 4yTh He 3aKkpuyasa. Pycanka peBesa K HeH.
OcTprie Kak 6puTBa 3y0Orl besmyca 1 cBUpernoe K0 ObIIM HaCTONBKO SIPKUMHU, YTO Ka3aJioCk, YTO
OHU pa3prBaloT Oymary. Kak Oynro ee mpecnenoBanu, JIum GBICTPO IepenucThiBana CTPaHUIHL.
Bemnnyc Obl1 HAPHCOBAH ellle Ha HEeCKOJIBKKX JIMCTAX, 3a KOTOPHEIMY II0C/Ie0Baia I'PYIIa CKaTOB,
KOJIOHMST KOPAJJIOB Ha MOPCKOM [IHe ¥ KMTOBas aKyya. PsimoM ¢ HUMH Bcerga OBIJI0O MHOT'O TEeKCTa Ha
HE3HAKOMOM SI3LIKE.

«2T10 I'093?»

OHa yyBcTBOBasa cebsi CTPAHHO, TTISIAA Ha 3TO.

JIun mpopgosKaia MUCTaTh er0 PYKOH, T0Ka He MOCTHUTIIa IIYCTHIX CTPaHuUIl. Torma KakKoe-To BpeMs He
OblI0 HUYEro, KpoMe I'03.

Osa npuiia K BEIBOAY, UYTO 9TO apXau4yHbIM A3bIK, a He 3alIM(POBAHHLIN TEKCT UJIN CEMaHTHUYECKue
IOKa3aTeJbCTBa, IIOTOMY UTO Ha MEePBHIY B3TJIAM 9TO KaXKETCSI 0OUYeHb II0J03PUTEILHEIM CII0CO60M
HaMMcaHus ¥ 0e3 MapoJis, B KOTOPHIM KaXkK OBl MOXKET 3arIsaHyTh. Kpome TOro, ObITH
pacrpocTpaHeHH! Clefbl HEONPeaeIeHHOCTEN, B TOM YUCJIEe AeTallu, KOTOPhle ObUIM TOHKO



HApPHUCOBAHEI X CTEPTHI.

Ha mocnenued ctpanuiie OvI elfe oguH HaOpPocok. Ha 9ToT pa3 9To Oblyla KEHIIMHA, KOTOPas COBCEM
He MTOAXO0uIa OJjIs alb0oMa 9CKH30B, KOTOPHIM IpegHa3HavyasICcsa OJIs UCCIIemoBaHuu. JIuT ObII
HEMHOTO OIIIeJIOMJIEH ¥ TIOCMOTPEIT Ha XKEHINUHY, KOTOPas MOsSBUIIaCh U3 HUOTKY/A. ..

http://tl.rulate.ru/book/69952/2821103



