T'eprior Mupeit ¢ HeomOOPUTEIBHEIM BHIOM pacCMaTPUBaJl OCTPOBa XaHThIH Ha KapTe, KOTOPYIO
co37aBaJl MacTep. 3aTeM ero B3TJI[ epeMecTuncs Ha Aprycta ®enuHu, KOTOPBIN CTOSITT PSIAOM C
HUM, YKa3beiBasg MapmpyT. Kak 6yATO OHM yKe IPUBLIKJIA K TAKOMY IIPUCTAIbHOMY BHUMAHUIO, 00a
MYKUYKWHBI He pearupoBajiy Ha XkanoOk yetoBeKa 6oyee BEICOKOTO cTaTyca. Ha camoMm mene, maxe
TI0CJIE TOTO, KaK T'ePIIOT CeJl ¥ BHIKYPHUJI CBOIO CUTAPETy CO CBHPEIIHIM BHIPAXKEHUEM JIUIIA, CITOBHO
00BUHSIS UX B YEM-TO, MyKYMHBI HE COBUHYJIMCH C MeCTa. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, TepI[OT HAaKOHEIl TOKUHYIT
CTYOUIO Yepe3 4ac, He CKa3aB HU CJIOBa.

“4ro 3a Kyuka rpebaHbIX UANOTOB”.

[Tepen 3ganueM Mupei m106€3HO B3sijia MAaYKy CUTAPET U3 ero PyK U BHIIYCTHUIIA AJTHHHYIO CTPYIO
nbiMa. [TouMKa pycasok Oblyia JeioM, KOTOPOTO OH AeMCTBUTENIBLHO XAl C HETEPIIEHUEM, HO 10 CUX
TIOp MTOCTOSTHHO 3aKaHYMBAIOCh HAllpPacHO.

‘Pycanka’.

[TpocTast MBICTE 00 3TOM YYHECHOM CJI0Be BbI3Baja Mudooruyeckoe 61axkeHCTBO. Mupei
BCIIOMHUJIA XOPOIIO U3BECTHYIO APEBHIOI0 PYCAJIKy, Ybs BEIMKOJIENIHASA KOXKa CBETUTIACh, KaK
CBET/ITYKHU B MOPE, a T'yCTO-CUHME BOJIOCH pa3BeBanuch oT neHwl. Ero Ha3wBanu benn-Pok. He Gynmet
IIpeyBeInYeHreM YTBEPXKAATh, YTO 9TO BEJIUKOJIEITHOE CYLIEeCTBO IIOBIUSJIO Ha BOCIIPUATHE PyCaloK
HapoaoM uMIiepuu. Mupei mpencTasisiia, YTo 3T0 Oy[IeT 0UeHb YHUKAIbHOE JOMalllHee XKUBOTHOE,
BCIIOMUHAas, KaK pefKas paca, IpuBe3eHHas C 3alagHoro KOHTUHEHTa MHOIO JIeT Ha3af,
nepeBepHyia CecOPOH C HOT Ha TOJIOBY.

Mupeii 0CHOBATEIbHO MOATOTOBUIACH K 9TOH OIepalyy 10 IIOMMKE PYCAJIOK, 0 KOTOPHIX BIIEPBEIE
yCIIBIIasa OT paboB, MPUBE3EHHEIX C OCTPOBOB AHATOIECKOTO MOPS.

‘KoneuHo, Korfja OHHM BIIEPBHIE YIIOMSHYJIH PycalloK, S IPOUTHOPUpPoBal ux. Ho yem Gosnblile s gyMart
00 9TOM, TeM OoJiee MPaBOONIOmO0HEIM 3TO Ka3anoch. Ha 3amagHoM KOHTUHEHTE eCTh PaChl, KOTOPLIE
HCIOIb3yIOT OTPOMHBIX IITHI] B Ka4eCTBE CPENCTBa IIepPeaBUXKEHNs, B TO BpeMs Kak /1oy Ha HOre
MOTYT KOMaH[I0BaTh AefibpuHaMu unu ronyosmu. Torga He HOMXKHO OBITH HEBO3MOXKHBIM
CyLIeCTBOBaHUE MOPCKOM pachl, He Tak Iu?’

Mupei cHavana cobpasia CBUOETEIbCTBA 0YeBHLIeB. Uepes HUX OH YCJIBIIIAJ, YTO 3TO CYIIIECTBO
oTNIM4aeTcs oT Muda 0 pycaakax, BBIHUMAIOIIUX AYIIY MOPsSKa, KaK TOJIbKO OH €e BUAUT, YTO eIlle
Oonbire yOenuno ero B ee cymectBoBanuu. OH mmocan ofael B UMIepaToOpCcKyo akafeMuio 1
6ubMO0TEKY, YTOO y3HATH OOJIbIIIE O PEBHUX CKa3aHUAX. [IPOIIIo COBCEM HEMHOTO BPEMEHH,
IpexXe Y4eM OH CO CMEXOM XJIOIHY ce0si 10 KOJIEHY.

"Xa-xa...Xa-xa-xa, 9T0 IeMCTBUTEIbHO TaM!

K 10r0-BOCTOKY OT MOpPSI DHTpP, HeflalleKO OT 30HbI, CBOOOOHOM OT BETPOB KPYI LY rofl. EMMHCTBEHHOE
MOpe, KOTOPOe OCTAJIOCh HETPOHYTHIM, IIOTOMY YTO HU OJUH MOPSIK He OCMEJIHMIICS Tyla OTIIPABUThHCS.



Ho kak ux moiMats? ...HeT, uTo O0jIee BaXKHO, ITOCJIE TOTO, KaK BBl ITOMMAJK €T0, KaK ero COXPaHUTh?
B mporioM Bce penkue packl, 3aBe3eHHBIE C 3allaJHOTO KOHTUHEHTA, MOrubiu. 3To He 04eHb
Xopolmas unes - 6e3pacCyIHO IPUBIEKAThH IJIeMeHa MEHBIIUHCTB. UTOOH! BBIZKUTE B YCIIOBUSX
MaTeprKa, OH JOJIKEH BpalllaThCs B aKBapuyMe...’

Mupe# Havala ©3y4aTh APEBHUX PYCAJIOK.

‘Ecnu mazke 3TOT CyMacllleflIni afMUpan MOXeT U3ydaTh ApPeBHUE 3HAHUS, TO HET HUYEro, Yero Okl
s He MOT cHenarts...’

B mpouecce oH Takxke y3Has 00 apTedakTax, U COBEPLIIEHHO CITy4aliHO OH MPHIIIEN K BEIBOLY, UTO
ceMelHasl peuKBUS, KOTOPYIO B3sina JIum, Obiyia apTe@akToM.

Korpga ero skcneguiiioHHas KOMaHIa yexalia, MI/IpefI Ka}KJIBIfI OE€Hb YMCTHJIA dKBAPUYM DPYCAJIKH,
0XKHOasd BO3BpallleHN I CBOUX TOPIrOBEIX CYIOB.

‘Brisio 6B 30POBO, ecy Obl OHU MTOMMaIH Iapy, COCTOSIIYI0 U3 caMIla U CaMKH, YTOOBI OHU MOTJIN
CIIapUBATHCS ¥ PA3MHOXKATLCS. Ho 1moka X0Ts O OlHA U3 HUX - JKEHIIMHA, 9TO He UMeeT 3HaYeHUs .’

OH gyman 00 3TOM B TeYeHHE HECKOJIbKUX MECSIIEB, HO TeIePh ero AyX OblT ciomieH. Bee 3To 65110
HaIlpacHO. B momonHeHWe K TOMY, YTO IIOJIOBHHA PeNCcOB ero Kopabiiel Obljla HEYIaYHOM, MUPATEI
yKpalu rpy3 Cc Apyro¥ mojIoBUHEL. Mupel CTUCHYN 3y0aMy CUTapeTy.

‘Ila, HECMOTPS Ha HaMa[leHUs IUPATOB, pycasKa [JoJKHa OBITh II0¥MaHa, HECMOTPS HU Ha 4yTo. Ecnu
HaCToAIas pycayka CMOXKeT YOOBIETBOPUTh UMIIEpaTOpa U 0Ka3aTh MHE IIOMOIIL KOPOJIEBCKOTO
[IBOpa, 3TY YePTOBLI TUPATHL TOXKE MOTYT OBITh YHUYTOXKEHEL. He3aBuCUMO OT TOT0, CKOJIBKO ceryac
JIeTaIOMUX U TOJI3y4uX YOIII0OOKOB, OHM He CMOTYT BHECTH OOJIbIION BKiag B 60ps0y ¢ Moel
accouuaiyey 'apau, ocHalleHHOM BOeHHOU MOIbI0. bosee Toro, B 3ToM ciiydyae MHe 00JIblile He
IIPUETCS YMOJNSATh agMupana PeTupo, u s Mor OBl pa3fgaBUThL 3TOr0 IEP3KOro yoronka Benya.
"Pycarnka" cTaHeT 0YeHb BaXKHEIM IIOBOPOTHEIM MOMEHTOM [iJisT MOero Ou3Heca...’

”

“...Bama cBetnocTh! ...Balma cBeTnIOCTR!..

Mupei HacTynusa Ha ero 0OPOHEHHYIO CUTapeTy ¥ MOAHsIIA I'1a3a. M3maneka K HaM CITEIIHT
MYyKYHHa.

“...Pasgpaxenue... [IeixTeTs... Balia cBeTnocTs!”

3anoxuB 00e PyKH 3a CIMHY, Mupel TOJIbKO KUBHYJIa €My, HO 9TOT0 OBbIJIO JOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOHI CIyTa
TIOHSJI, ¥ OH IIOKJIOHWICS BepXHeU 4acThio Tejla B OTBET.

“3mecs mpuHIi-pereHT O0epHI0”.



“...ToBopuTe 0 OBSBONE, U OH MOABNISAETCA...”

“.Ha?”

“T'me oH?” - cipocun 4.

“OH B IOPTPETHOM KOMHATe”.

[Tpoueccus, npubkLIBIIas CJIeIOM 3a CJIyTOM, BEIHECa CTYJI, Ha KOTOPHIM MOTJla ceCTb Mupel, u
TIOJHSJIa 30HTUK HaJl ero rojioBoi. Mupei Oblyla OfieTa B II030JI0YEHHOE TIJIaThe, TIOKPHITOE 30JI0THIM
JIaKOM, ¥ BeIOMpPasa U3 OparoleHHbIX KaMHel, pa3/IoKeHHBIX Ha KpacHOM noxyuike. Muped, KoTopas
HafleBajla 1 CHUMaja HEeCKOJIBKO KOJIell, CEpAUTO OTHasla IIpuKa3 IIOMOIIHUKY.

“ITpuHeCH KOJbllo, KOTOPOe g Hocujla Ha OankeTe TaTToB”.

MrHoBeHUe CIyCTS Ha ero pyKe CBepKHYJ O1ecTImui npo3paylbii Opunnuaut. Korma Mupei mna
10 KOPUAOPY, OH C YOOBIETBOPEHUEM ITOCMOTPE Ha KObll0. OH MOHSJICS 110 JIECTHUIIE U IIPOIIeNT
yepes MUPOKO paclaxHyThe ABepHu. [Ipexae yeM 3aBepHYTH 3a Yroj, Mupel YXMBITbHYIICS U
IPUILESTKHY SI3bIKOM, ITOCKOJIbKY OBLIIO 0YEBUOHO, ToUueMy BeHya moIesn B IOPTPETHYI0 KOMHATY.

OH ny4ye3apHO yNBEIOHYJICS, KaK TOJIBKO 3aBePHYJI 3a yro. B Gonbinol ranepee, 3a0IHEeHHON
IIOpTpeTaMH, TpyTina pere’Ta KHsaxkecTBa O6epHIo coOpasnach nepeq 0OgHOM KOHKPETHON KapTHUHOM.
9T0 ObITI0 He3HaKOMoe 3penuire. Cam BeHya cunen Ha fuBaHe, u3fanu m00ysach nopTpeToM. OH OB
TaK{M C TeX II0p, KaK HadaJl UCKaTh ee, XOTS U TOBOPHUJI, YTO HE TOPOIUTCS. TeM BpeMeHeM Mupeu
XO[uya 10 KOBPY U Aejlaja BUM, 4TO paja.

"ou! Benya! 970 OBIII0 Tak gaBHO.”

Benya, mocTaBuB 60KaJl C BUHOM Ha IOJJIOKOTHUK, OTJITHYJIach Ha repiora. OgHako, Kak OyoTo OH Ha
MT'HOBEHHE OTBJIEKCSI Ha YTO-TO TPUBHAJILHOE, €T0 TEMHO-CUHUE T'Jla3a HEMe[JIeHHO BEPHYJIUCH K
KapTuHe. Ero ry0bl efiBa II€BENIAIHCH.

“910 BepHO. ['eprior.”

“VI3BUHUTE, YTO 3acTaBul Bac XkpaTe. Hy xe. He xoTute v yameuky yas?”

- OTBETHUJI BeHya, mOgHOCS CTaKaH K rybaM.

“He c ToOo#. 4 c HeTeplieHWEM KAy TOTO AHS, KOTOa CMOT'Y ITpOBECTH ero ¢ JIumoa”.

U cHoBa Mupel 0XBaTUJIO XeJlaHue IPUAYLIUT, BeHya U BEIpBATh eMYy S3bIK.



‘Byns To agmupan unu Benya, y 9Tux moped rony6oi KpoBY HET XOPOIIUX MaHep. 1 ¢ HeTepneHueM
K[y TOTO BpeMeHH, KOT]a BCe 3TO YHUKEHME, KOTOPOe 51 TePeXKUII, HaKOHel] OKYITUTCS.’

C mopyrou cTopoHEl, BeHya ocTaBascs CIIOKOMHEIM, IOTATUBAs aJIKOT0JIb, He TI003peBas 0
BHYTPEHHEM CMSTEHUHU replora psAmoM ¢ HuM. Mupel, ecTeCTBeHHO, o0paTuia CBOe BHUMaHUe Ha
IIOPTPET, YTOOBI CKPHITH JII00bIe TPHU3HAKY 3MOLIKM, KOTOPhEIe MOTJIX OBl BEIZATh ETO CaMOTO.

Ha kpacuBhwIxX ry0ax KeHIIUHEL B 0€JI0M aTJIaCHOM IIJIaThe, PACUIMTOM PO3aMHU IIBETA CIIOHOBOU KOCTH,
urpasa HexXHas ynbelOKa. ['epriory ObIJI0 HEJIOBKO CMOTPETh Ha JIUIO 3TOM XKeHIuHbL. Eciu Benya
Oblla OTHEM, TO OHa OBlJla MacjIOM, U CMeCh OTHS ¥ Macjia 3acTaBjisdjia ero KeJyIoK KUANeTs. ['epiior
STPOCTHO OIIYCTHJI T'Jla3a Ha UM, BRI'PaBUPOBaHHOE Ha GPOH30BOM TabnuyuKe, CBepKaloIlel mof
OTPOMHOM paMOM, 3aHMMaBIlIeX IOJIOBUHY CTEHHI.

[ JIlumoa @unusep lleit Mupetii ]
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- Tanur! -

KpEIlKa 3aKpHITach C TIYXUM 3BYKOM, KOTa KOT'TH CYIIeCTBa, HalleJeHHbIe Ha JIum, pa30ouiu
IIePeBSTHHYIO MKy, KOTOPas BMECTO 3TOT0 MOAaepKKBaia KPHIIKY. XoTs JIun He Obina
IIIOKMPOBaHA, OHa YOIIOPHO MMOBEPHYJIACh K 00JI0MKaM pa3buTOro JepeBa.

“C To60¥ BCce B mopsigke?”

Cesap mepxar JIun 3a mjedo, IoKa OHa KKWBaja ¥ BHITHPaja Boay c nuila. OHa He MOTJjia TIOBEPUTH B
TO, YTO TOJIBKO YTO YBH[IEJa, IO3TOMY B U3YMJIEHUM ITOTEPJIA TJla3a ellle TPU UK YETHIpEe pasa.

‘YenoBeuyeckoe IUL0, TIOJHUMAOIIEECS U3 BOAHL... [lepenonyaTeie pyKu...’

n

“...9T0... 3TO...

JIun nomon3na Bepen, 6opmMoya 4To-TO GeccBsa3Hoe. O0mMacTb BOKPYT CTHIKOB Oblnia B Oecropske,
BBI3BAHHOM TE€M, YTO I'BO3[IM BIIMBAIKCH B JEPEBO ¥ Llaparnaiy ero. JIuji, KoTopas u3ydasia HepOBHEIE
60po3[KH, OTKPHIIa pe3epByap KWHKaIoM. BomHel, pa3buBaroumecs ApyT O Apyra, CO3[aBalu
HEeTIPePBIBHAIH IIyM BOOBL. 3aTeM OHA HEMHOT'O HaKJIOHUIACh BIIepes.

[Tocne TOTO, KaK MITOPM YTHX, TIOM PsIOBI0 BOTHOU TJIag¥ MOXKHO OBIJIO YBUAETH OBA OCIEIIUTENIbHEIX
OTOHBKA. BHEIIHNE YrolKy ero Ijia3 IPUIONHSINCE B CBUPENoN (hopMe, U BCe ero IIa3Hoe s106JI10KO0
6110 ToTyORIM O€3 Kakoro-nubo 6emoro. JIua HUKOTHA paHbllle He BUAETa PycalKy, HO CYIIeCTBO
SIBHO IISIIUIIOCH Ha Hee. BpaxneOHO ropsiiye oruy ObITH YIPOKAOUMMHU.



CrnydalHas MBIC/Ib IIPUIITIA €U B TOJIOBY.

‘Ecru OB 3B€3HEBIM CBET OBLI TOIyOBIM, BHITTIsSEN Obl OH TakK 3ke? B ero Bonocax ecTh efiBa 3aMETHOE
cBedeHUe. [ITMHHbLIE ¥ TOHKKE HUTH IIJIaBalOT IIOBCIOMY, COBCEM Kak Iynasnblia Meny3kl. Ero ¢urypa,
KOTOpas, Ka3asoch, Obljla HApHCOBaHa CBETSIENCs KpacKol B KDOMEIIHON TEMHOTE, VIUBUTEIIBHO
Kpacusa.’

HecMoTps Ha ero pelyauiuil 3ByK U NMy3BIPbKU BOOE, 00pa3ylolrecs MeXay ero o0HaXKeHHBIMU
3ybamy, JIun He Moryia gymMaTh HU 0 4eM apyroM. OHa ycTaBUIach B pe3epByap, KOTOPHIY, Ka3asoch,
OBbLIT U3 IPYTOTO MUPA, ¥ HEe HaXOOWIIa CIIOB.

‘Pycanka B Opioxe mapycHOro KopabJis, IOCTPOEHHOT'0 PealbHOCThIO .

[TocTenenHoe yracanue OCIENUTENBHO IPKUX I'J1a3 MOTJIO 03HA4YaTh TOJIBKO TO, YTO OH IIOIPYKaJCs
Bce rny6xke. Kazamoch, K ero XBoCTy OBII IPUBSI3aH KeJle3HbIH map. 3Beph, epernoTHEeHHbIN
SIPOCTBI0, MOT TOJIBKO CUIIETh HEIIOOBUKHO. TeM BpeMeHeM JIul MoyT4a CMOTpesia B akBapuyM, II0Ka
pycanka He IpeBpaTUIach B TOUKY, U TOJIBKO ee IIeHa IOJHUMalach U pa3pacTanach 10 PeOKOu
IIOBEPXHOCTH.

- mpo6opmoTara JIun cebe moa HOC.

“..Y1o MHe genaTn?..”
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