{ “Tti... TBOI...Balie Benu4eCcTBO, 3TO MPEOIPUHUMANOCh OeCUUCIIEHHOe KOJIMUYEeCTBO pa3 3a
MOCJIefHKE HECKOJIbKO CTOJIETUM...”

“MomnuaTh! HaBuranmoHHble HaBLIKM ViMIepuu MpPeBOCXOOSAT TaKOBBIE B MPOIIIOM, a PJI0T
HeCcpaBHUMO cuieH. CeBepHbI KOHTUHEHT 9TO, CeBEePHBIM KOHTUHEHT TO! Pa3Be He CTpaHHO, YTO U3-
3a CyIIeCTBOBAHUS 3TOT0 CEBEPHOT0 KOHTHHEHTA MHE KaXKeTCs, YTO g AOIKEH CMOTPETh Ha MMPOCTOT0
TIOAIaHHOT'0 KaK Ha CBOero HayanbHuKa? Kak OyoTo 3TO MOpe Ha CeBepe OTKPHIBAETCS TOJIBKO eMy!”

“MEI UCIIpaBUM 3TO, Ballle BEJINYECTBO”.

“CeBepHBbIl KOHTUHEHT OyfeT B Moux pykax. C 3-M npuHueMm PobepTo B KauecTBe KOMaHAupa 5
OCMEJIMBAIOCh MPOCUTh M30aBUTHCS OT 3TOTO OpeMenu”. }

PoGeprTo, GrmecTsIIni TPeTHH TPHUHI], He BEIXOOU Ha CBSI3b HaKe MOCjie CMeHBl BpeMeH roga. Eciu
OBl He OTPOMHOE KOJIMYeCTBO TPYIOB 1 00JI0MKOB Kopabiie, BHIOPOIIIEHHEIX Ha CeBepHEIe Gepera
MaTepuKa, UMIIepaTop JyMaJl, YTo 00JbIlle HUKOTOAa HUKOTO0 U3 HUX He YBUAUT. CecOpPOH ApoxkKasl OT
CTpaxa MpH BUE YKACHBIX TIOBTOPEHUH UCTOPUH. boJlee I0I0BUHEI KMIIEPCKOTO (yioTa OBIIIO
TIOJTHOCTHIO YHUUTOXKEHO, ¥ HY OJUH BBIXKMBIIUY, HU CIIacaTeNIbHBIA KOPaOlh TaK U HE BEPHYIHCS.
2KuTenu ceBepHOM YaCTH MaTepUKa 3asSBUIN, YTO OHU M3BJIEKA/IX Tejla, IIJIaBaBIINE B BOE B TeUEHHUE
HECKOJIBKMX MeCSIeB. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, CJTyX PACIPOCTPAHUIICS 10 BCEH UMIIEPHUH.

...IIponuB MoHpeppaHa 0XBaTkIBAae€T TOJILKO IIOTOMKOB PeTupo...

OxBa4yeHHBIN y2KaCOM UMITepaTop ObIST BEIHYKIEH MOBEPUTH B 3Ty HEJIEMYI0 UCTOPUI0. Bckope mocie
3TOT0 3aKJIIOYEHHBIN B TIOPHMY afiMupast ObUT BOCCTAHOBIIEH B JOJIZKHOCTH, XOTEJI OH 3TOTO WJIX HET.

[ToroBuHa uMMIepcKoro ¢oTa ucyesna, GroT MOHOOBU MMOIYYUIT CaMbIi OOJIBIION yaap U MOTepsy
6onee % cBoeit 60eCIIOCOOHOCTH, YTO CHeJIalio HEBO3MOXKHEIM [laXkKe Me4TaTh O 3aluTe Bog 6e3
agmupana Petupo. iMnepaTop mposnvBat KPoBb U Clie3Hl, 06ellasi BCEBO3MOXKHbBIE Harpafhl B
HaJeXkMe BePHYTh 3TOTO agMupasa B CTPOU.

HakoHeIl-To Halllescs 4eJI0BEK, KOTOPHIH IOTSHY 3a Hy2KHble HUTOYKH U CMOT OTIIPaBUTh 3TOTO
yej0oBeka Ha IOr.

ViMmepaTop BHIPBAJICS U3 CBOMX BOCIIOMUHAHUM U TIOCMOTPETT Ha YacCHL.

‘EMy o4TH nopa nIpuxonuTh’.

Kak TO/nbKO 3Ta MBIC/Ib IIPUIIIJIA €MY B T'OJIOBY, JIOPA-KaMeprep o0bsSIBUII O TIOCETUTEIIE.

“Bate BenuuyecTBo, repuor Mupen”.



"oit! TTo3BonbTE €My BouTH!”

Bckope B oBepSD BOlLeN BEICOKUY MyXK4YKWHa. B oTiuune 0T uMniepaTtopa, BO3pacT KOTOPOro Haval
IIPOSIBNIATHCS Ha €T0 JIUIle C BO3PACTOM, T'ePIoT POTUIICS C CeObIMU BOJIOCAMHU U OBLI TOBOJILHO
Kpacus. Ero rna3a He oTnuyanuch 0co60# riIyOMHOM, HO IPSIMOM HOC U yJIbIOKa OBLIN
IpUBIIEKaTeIbHEIMU. IMIIepaTOpy BCeraa HpaBUiioCh, 4TO Mupeili BHITJIsAesa JOCTOWHO, XOTS OH U He
OB (hEXTOBAJIBIIUKOM.

“Baire BeIu4ecTBO”.

WMmnepaTop CIyCTHJICS CO CBOETO TPOHA ¥ MoxJIonan Mupei Mo miedy. 9T0 FOCTEIPUUMCTBO He GBUI0
HeoOGOCHOBAHHEIM, ITOCKOJIBKY T'epIIOT CUUTAJICS CIaCUTEJIeM UMIlepaTopa oT Gef.

“Tel yero-HUOyOb x0uels? f npuHecy Tebe BCe, UTO TH 3aX0uelb!”

“OTO CIIUIIKOM MHOTIO, Ballle BeJIM4YeCTBO”.

"HeT! {4 monro cTpapman, Ho Onarogaps replory s MOTy XUTh 0e30eqHO. {1 He MOTY OTIIYCTUTh TaKyIo
IIPU3HATEILHOCTR” .

“TEI HACTOJIBKO CUACTJIUB?”

“KoreuHo! OTOT agMupas. 4 4yBCTBYI0, YTO MO 3YAAILIYI0 3afHULYY HaKOHeL-TO novdecanu! O, naBau
nornpoOyem 970, PeHe. OHO TONIBKO UTO IPUOLLIO.”

I/IMnepaTop OTKYCHJI KyCO4YEK Q)pYKTa " C PagoCThIO IIPEJIOZKUIT OOUH MHpefI Fepuor MEJIBKOM
B3TJIAHYII Ha q)py'KT B CBOEH PYKe, Pa3MepoM IMPUMEPHO C KYyJIdK, X 3aAyMaJICA O TOM, KdK IIPAaBUJIBHO
€ro eCTh.

“Ho, PeHe, Kak Tebe ynanoch yOemuTh ero OTIpaBUThCs Ha FOr?”

“MHe xKaJb, Ballle BeIn4eCcTBO. K coxXasieHuto, 1 He MOT'y BaM CKa3aTh.”

"XMm? Ckaxute MHe. f cHaOOum Ballli TOPTOBLEIE CyZa TSIKeJIoN apTUlyiepuel B 3HaK Moei
6maromapHoCTH. Pa3Be 3T0 He Obl10 He0OxoouMOo? KoHeuHO, Bl OBIJIA MTEPBHIM, KTO TIOMOT
MMIIEPATOPCKOM CEMbE, HO UMEHHO S OCTAHOBUII MPOTECTYIOMUHU (IIoT.”

[Ipu ynomMuHaHuM 0 nyIKax PeHe B3OPOrHYIIL.



‘Kak MHe COXpaHUTh ero NOAJepXKKYy?’

“¢ Oymy mpopmonKaTh MOOAePKKUBATh Bac laXke B JONTOCPOYHOM IepcrekTuBe. Kak HacueT 3T0oro?”

"4 yxKe noTepsii 4 U3 9TUX NIyIIEK B UX CaMOM IIePBOM IIJlaBaHUY, He MeHbIIle, U3-3a YepHOro KUTa,
3TOTO IPOKJIATOr0 yOmogKa'.

“Bel nBITa€TECH MOHOIIOIU3UPOBATh MapKu3a? OTO TO, UTO Thl CKpPHIBaelllb OT MeHsd?”

“9T0... 3TO HECIIpaBeaInBO, Ballle BEIMYECTBO”.

“Torga moyemy THl HUYEro He roBOPUILL? TH fyMaelb, 1 Tebe He oBepio?”

“Bo-niepBrIX, C3p IArap He U3 TeX JII0Ael, Ha KOTOPHIX JIETKO MIOBIUATh”.

“MoxeT OBITh, 3TO U TakK, HO...”

['ma3a reprora pacrnaxuynauchk. HeKoTopoe BpeMsi OH CMOTpesl Ha PPYKT B CBOEH pyKe, HEJIOBKO
ynei0asick. TeM BpeMeHeM UMITepaTop 3aMoJTyall, He BEIIePKaB TUITHHE, MUpel OTKpPELIa PoT.

“¢l TONBKO YTO paccKa3all eMy KOPOTKYIO0, HO HHTEPECHYIO UCTOPHUIO”.

“Yrt0 9T0?” - CIIPOCHTI {1.

I/IMHepaTop IMOCMOTPEII Ha I'epiora C BeIPa2KeHueM, IMOJITHBIM IIPEeIBKYIIEHNA.

‘UTo 3a MHTEpeCHas UCTOPHUSA 3aCTaBUJIa 3TOr0 9KCILEHTPUYHOI0 afiMupasa yjaeTeTh fqajieko Ha or?’

OH He MOT He 3aMHTEPECOBATHCSA. JTO [OIKHA Oblyla OBITH OTINYHASA UCTOPHUS, HO I'yOsl Mupei ObUIH
HamnpskeHbl. OH cobupascs CHOBa OTKPHITH POT.

“Ha camom pgene...”

“0, magHo. UTak, 4TO 3TO 3a UCTOpUA?”



“Pa3Be cap Jarap He KOJIEKIMOHED JPEeBHEro MCKycCcTBA? $1 MpoCTo MPedmoToKui, 94To Ha FOre
IOJIXKHEI OBITH BEIIM, KOTOPbIe TOOIIIH ObI ero moamoHy. MTak, s u3ydusl cTapble MUQHBI I03KHBIX
0CTPOBOB. ITocye 3TOro MBI BEIOPaIu OCTPOB, KOTOPHIM MOT OBl €70 3aMHTEPECOBATh, U COOOIIUIIA eMY
00 3TOM".

WMnepaTop ObLT He OUEHb JOBOJIEH OTBETOM I'eplora.

“9To npasma?”

«4TO?»

“H ato Bce?”

Fepuor yYMeJi0 CKPRIJI CBOIO JIOKE K YJ'IBI6HYJ'IC5{.

“Ila, Ballle BeIM4YECTBO”.

)%k

JIun YCTaBHUIIACh B IIOTOJIOK, IIAYK II€JI 10 HaTAHYTOMY KaHaATYy. On xomun BBEPX-BHU3, IIPUXOOUII
yYXOOuJl, 3aCTaBJIsdAsA €€ YyBCTBOBATh cebst HEYIOTHO. Ona He MoTJIa CKa3aTh, BEI3BIBAJI IX Yy Hee
OTBPAllleHue BUM €r0 KPYT'JIOTO TeJla M BOJIOCATHIX HOT', UJIX OHA Onlta IIPOTHBHA camoi cebe.

Bcsikuii pa3, Kor{la OHa 4yBCTBOBasa ce0s HEJIOBKO, KaK ceryac, JIu ornisigsiBanach Ha CBOU
npoiible geicTBusi. OHa BCIIOMHUIA HeJaBHee IyTellleCTBYE U MIOMBITANIach IOHATh, UTO €€ TaK
paccTpousno. CKenTUIM3M U HeyBepPeHHOCTh B ce0e 0XBATUIIM €€ CO BCEX CTOPOH.

‘Mup, KOTOpHIH MMOKYIIaeT U MPOfaeT JIfofel Kak padoB, MPUBOOUT MEHS B SPOCTh, 9Ta KU3Hb
paccTtpauBaeT MeHd... 1 Cesap...’

OHa cnbimana geixanue Cesapa. HeT, 9To Gbi1a J102Kb, YTO OHA MOTJIA 3TO ClbimaTh. Ce3ap He u3panl
HY 3BYKa, IIOTOMY 4TO IIPOCTO POBHO AbIaj. YooOHo. JIexy ronwii. Kak oHa. BHe3anHo opmesino,
KOTOPOe Kacajioch ee 00HaXKeHHOM KOXKHU, CTal0 He3HAKOMBIM, IT03ToMy JIun mopHsina ero. Obe ee
HOTH yTIaJid Ha I10JI, ¥ BCKOpe PYKM mogo0pasnu ofeXkny, KoTopas Oblla pa30pocaHa II0 BCeil KOMHaTe.

‘9Toi HOYBIO OH GBI Irpybee, yeM 0OBIYHO, BEPOSITHO, IOTOMY, YTO BYepa s IPHILIa OfeTas Kak
IIPOCTUTYTKA'.

Jlun 6pocuiia cBoe IIaThe U TY(GIH B yTOJI ¥ B3sjIa CBOIO OOBIYHYIO OIEXKIY.

Cesap Bopouajcs ¢ 60Ky Ha OOK.



“Tebe cremyeT ellle HEMHOT'O TIOCTATh”.

JIun cena Ha KpOBaTh ¥ NOAHSTA CBOIO pyOaIiky.

“JTun? I[Touemy BHL... Tol mpocHyncsa? Trl BooO1Ie cran?”

“fl He Mor yCHYTB”.

9710 OBI/IA JIOKB.

“B aToM agmupae 4To-TO eCTh”.

Ce3sap, Ka3aa0Ch, IIOBEPUII B TO, YTO OHA CKa3asna. OTBeTa He [0CJIeoBajo, HO OHA 3HaJa.

‘OH UCK/TIOUUTEbHIN ¥ 9KCTPAOPAUHAPHEIN B CBOEH JIOTHKE, aHA/IM3e U HAaOII0maTeTbHOCTH, HO S
KaX[Iblit pa3 ero oOMaHbIBal0. bosbIme fena uilyd MajeHbKue, MOs JI0XKb HUKOTa He OymeT
pasobayeHa. 3To OBITIO He TIOTOMY, UTO 5 IPUPOKIAECHHBIN JIXKell, UJIA TOTOMY, YTO OH ObLT 0COGEHHO
cnab npotuB MeHs. OH MPOCTO pemns BepuTh. UYTOOH He BEPUTh, HYKHO COMHEeBaThCs, a Ce3ap
CKopee 3aKo01oy Ovl cebst, ueM COMHeBaCs.’

”JInmoa".

Jlexa Ha CIHHE, OH CTSHYJI C Hee pyOamKky c3agu. Ero melicTBUe paclaxHyso ee 0gexknay, KOTOPYIo
OHa He 3aCTerHyJa OOIKHLIM 06pa3oM, 06HaXKUB Ipyab ¥ Horu. OHa BHITIsAAENA HepSIIIUBO. To Xe
caMoe OTHOCHUJIOCh ¥ K HEMY, KOTOPEIH CIIOKOMHO CMOTpET Ha Hee.

‘Ecnu g xouy 6exaTh, 5 OoJIKeH OexkaTh ceidac...’

Ce3ap He YMEHbIIHUIT CBOEH CHIIHL.

‘TIpsiMo cetidac, ecnu g He ybery..."

PykaBa COCKOJIb3HYJIU BHU3 II0 €€ PYKe.

‘ Korma oH mepeexan?

Opuako JIun He chesarna IONBITKY OIJITHYTHCS Ha HETO.



‘910 GymeT Gecmonie3Ho, eciy S MOMBITAlOCh yOexKaTh .

“Cezap”.

Ona cHoBa Onlyta O6HaxKeHa. JIuIT CKITOHKTIa TOJIOBY, Habrofas, Kak ero pyka ackaeT ee 6empo. Ee
T/la3a 3aKPBUIMCh, KaK TaCHYIIAs JIaMIIa.

‘Ce3ap X0pOIII0 3HAET MOe TeNo’.

Vnermucs, JIun 6sicTpo yOpasna ero pyky. Ha camoMm mesne, Ux Ipelofus HUKOTAa He [JIUIach JOJITO.
[ToToMy 4TO OHa BCcerfa CIellna.

Bckope Cezap norpy3uscs riy0oKo B ee TeJlo, ¥ OHUM BIBOEM Hayalll JBUTAThCS BBEPX U BHU3
BMecTe. JIuI HeHaBUeNa 3Ty YacTh 0OJIbIlle BCETO, BPeMSI MeX/y Ipeoauel U KyIbMUHaIuen.

‘Bce, 4TO MHe HYXHO CHefaTh, 9TO 3aKPHITh I'Jla3a U 3afepXKaTh ObIXaHue, HO BCIKUU pa3, Koraa s
CTIBIIIY 3BYK, 1 HE MOTY He NPUCIYIIUBaThCS. EC BO3MOXKHO, S X04y COPBaTh UX. ITU YEPTOBEI

’

YIIIH.

Korga oHa IMIpHuCIyIlIanach K HG(bPIJ'IprOBaHHLIM U IIPUTIYyIIEHHBIM 3BYKaM, €€ T€JIO B3OPOTHYIIO.

"f HafewCh, YTO ITO CKOPO 3aKOHUUTCA. [ToxanyucTa.’

JIun cunbHO TonKHyna Ce3apa, 3acTaBUB ero nepeBepHyThCS. OHa B300Opasach 110 ero CKOJIb3KOMY
JKMBOTY ¥ OBICTPO 3afiBUTraa cBOUM TejioM. Ee Bosockl yranu Ha Ce3apa. JIun He usberasna ero
TOPSIIIKX TJIa3, KOT{la CTOHBI BEIPBAIMCh U3 HUX 000MX, KOTa UX TeJla 3aTPSICIIUCE.

B kosn1le KoH110B Ce3ap HaKpPhUI €€ IIEKY JTafOHb0 U CTPOT0 CIIPOCUIIL:

“JInnoa, TH JIIOOUIIL MeHs?”

JIun oGHsma ero 3a me0. Korma ux Tena OblIM MIOTHO MPUXKATH APYT K APYTY, TEIJIO ero Teia
IIPOIUTAI0 UX HACKBO3b. E¥ Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO OHA BOT-BOT CTOPUT MJIM pPacTaeT B 000 MOMEHT.

‘Ut0 681710 OBI, €cyiu OBl MBI IIPOCTO MCYE3JIH BOT TaK...'

"ma. d mrobo Tebs”.
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