"Ecnu TBI CYUTAEIb, YTO MOU METOMABI CIUIIKOM 3KCTPEeMalbHbI, Thl MOXKEIIb MPEII0XKUTh CBOU
coOCTBeHHbIE", - TpoAoIIKal ['ekaTa, HETOPOIIMBO YCaXKUBasICh Ha 3EMJII0 U MPUCIIOHSISACH CIIMHOM K
CTeHe, - "[laxke C 3KCTPEMaIbHEIMA METOJAMHU 51 MOT'Y CHOEJIaTh TaK, YTOOBl MBI OCTHUTJIX HAIIEH IEJIH.
Ecnu T CMOXKeIIb CAeaTh TO Ke caMoe, TOTfa S IPUCITyIIaich K Tebe".

MapBuH 3aJ0XHYJICS, YCIIBIIIAB 9T0, HO MaJIbYUK HU4YEero He oTBeTul ['ekaTe. OH SBHO He OBLI
COTJIaCeH C KpalHUMU MeTofaMu ['eKaTkl, KOTOPHIEe Ka3aluch €My IOBOJIbHO Oe3pacCyaHBIMHU, HO
KOTZla Ilepefi HUM CTOsiJla YBEPEHHOCTh 9TOT'0 YeJloBeKa, OH HUUero He MOT CHeJIaTh UJIM CKa3aTh.

[ekaT B3[OXHYJI, TOKa4YaB T'OJI0BOM, U CTaJl XK[aTh OTBETA OT MaJIbulKa, HO, ECTECTBEHHO, He TIOJTy4HI
€ero.

[Tpo1io HeCKOIbKO MUHYT, ¥ BAPYT ['eKaTe MOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK HECKOJIBKO Kallejb XOJIOMHON BOMIHI
KOCHYJIUCD €T'0 KOXKH.

"XM...?" ['ekaTe BHITSHYJ IIPaByI0 PYKY BIlepen, o6paTuB nagoHb K HeOY, ¥ TOCMOTPET BBEPX.
MapBuH TOXKe IIOAHSJI TOJI0OBY, 3aMETUB BHE3aIlHO HaUaBIIUUCSA MOPOCAIIUY JOXKIb.

"UpeT moxmp", - mpobopmoTan 'ekaTe ¢ HEOOIBIION YIBIOKON Ha JIHIIE.

"4 Buxy".

YcnpiiaB OTBET MallbuuKa, ['ekaTe u3mgan HeOObIION CMEIIIOK.

TeMHbIe Tyuu Ha HeOe BUCENTH MOYTH BCIO HEJETIO, II03TOMY OBITIO MPUSATHO YBUOETh, YTO HAKOHEI-TO
TIOLIEJT JOJITOXKOAHHEIN HOXK/Ib.

['exaTe XJIOMHYJ B TafOLIX, BCTal U nogoIen K JIsuJlaro.

JIsit]Iatt OBlTa COBEPIIEHHO U3MyUeHa U KPeIKo Cliajia Ha 3eMJie, He obpalnas BHUMaHUS Ha TO, YTO
3eMJis Oblia IPS3HOM.

[ekaTe yBUeN HEBUHHOE CIISIEe JINIO AEBYLIKY ¥ B3MOXHYI, IOOHNMAS €e Ha PYKHU.

"Tlo¥imeM mOMOM, ITOKa MOXK[b He YCUIuicsa", - cka3as ['ekaTe, TOBEPHYJICS U HAIIpaBUICs 00paTHO B
1X pa30UTyI0 KBapTUPy.

MapBI/IH CMOTPeEJI Ha YAAIAIIYIOCA CIIMHY MYKYKWHEBI C BEIDa2Ke€HHNEeM, KOTOPO€ HEBO3MO2KHO OBLITO
JIETKO paCI_HI/I(prBaTb, U IIPOIJIa Iejiad MUHYTa, IIPeXKOEe 94eM MaJIb4YUK B3[JOXHYII, BCTAI U PEIINII
IOCJIeIoBaTh 3a ['ekaTeeM.

OH He OBLT COTJIACEH C IUTaHOM ['eKaThl pa3Bs3aTh BOWHY, HO ¥ IIPOTUBOCTOSITh EMY HE MOT.

MapBuH He 3HaJ, 4TO XfeT ux B 6ymymem. OH He 3HaJI, CMOTYT JIM OHU U JaJbIlle XOPOIIo paboTaThk
BMeCTe B OyAyIeM UK B KOHIIE KOHIIOB ITOCCOPSITCS U PA30UAYTCS B Pa3HBIE CTOPOHHI.

OH He OpUI yBepeH B OymylieM, HO €CJIA OH YTO-TO U 3HaJ, TaK 9TO TO, YTO UM HYKHO BEPHYThCSA
IIOMOM, TTOKA He HavaJICs CUITbHBIN HOXKIb.

"MapBuH, TH [0JIXKEH Hay4YUThCS TPOTUBOCTOSTh MHE, €CITH XOUEIllh 3aUUTUT 9TOT MUP, KOTOPHIH
THI TaK JTIOOUIIL", - B3HOXHYN I'ekaTe, mTpo6opMoTaB uTO-TO cebe o HOC, HO 3TOTO, eCTECTBEHHO,
HUKTO HE YCJIBIIIA.



T'ekaTe pooJIKas UATH, Hecs JIaiJIaif Ha PyKax IO HAIIPaBIEHUIO K KBapTUPE, a MapBUH CIe[0Bal
3a HUM Ha PaCCTOSTHUHU.

K cyacThio, ¥M yHamochk J06paThCs 0 KBAPTUPHL IO TOTO, KAaK HAYaJICs CUIIBHBIN MOXKIb, U KaK
TOJIBKO OHU OKa3aJIMCh BHYTPH, MOXKIb CHAPYKU OeMCTBUTENILHO OOPYIIHIICS, KaK yparaH, Tak 4To
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO JOXKMOb XKMAaJjl, TI0OKAa OHU TPOe BOUOYT BHYTPD IIEPBBHIMH.

I[Tocne mocnengHero pasrosopa MapBuH u ['ekaTa HUYETro He CKa3ald OPYT APyry. MapBuH cpa3y xe
HaAITPABUJICS B CBOIO KOMHATY, a ['ekaTe Co B3[0XOM TOXKe HAIIPABUJICS B CBOIO KOMHATY.

"Xo3auH, Tel foMa! ~" [IOproH nOnpUBETCTBOBAJI ['eKaTa CIUIIKOM BOCTOPXKEHHO, KaK TOJIBKO TOT
OTKPELI ABEDb.

"A? BegpMma MepTBa?" cripocun [1oproH, 3ameTtus JIanJIsu, KoTopas ciaja Ha pykKax y ['eKaTel.

['ekaTe co B3[0XOM II0Kayas IojI0BOM, YCIBIIAaB BOIIPOC, TEPIIETIUBO BOIIEJI B KOMHATY U ITOJI0XKUT
IIeBYIIKY Ha KPOBaTh, ITOC/Ie 4ero ckasai: "OHa npocTo cruT. He yOuBai ee moka'.

"Kakas neHuBas BebMa", - MIEJIKHYI 936IKOM [[OPTrOH, KOMMeHTUPYyS: "OHa COBEPIIEHHO
fecnones3Ha".

Ycnrimas 310, 'ekaTe He ymepXkascs 0T yCMEIIKY, U MyK4YiHa HEOCO3HaHHO 3allIUTUII JeByIKy: "Ee
OTOBIX BIOJIHE 3aciyxkeH. OHa ceromHsi MHOTO paboTaa. Tsl He MOXKeIllb Ha3BaTh ee Gecrone3Hon".

IoproH OBII HEMHOTO YIUBJIEH, YCIIBIIIIAB 3TO, © MOPTHYJ, COMHEBASCh, IPABUILHO JIH OH
PaCCIIBIIIa.

"Xo3suH... THI TOJILKO YTO IOXBAJuiI ee...?!"
IloproH crpocuia ¢ HefOBEPUEM U MOTPSICEHUEM.

I'ekate MOPTHYIJI, YCIIBIIIIAB 3TO, ¥ IIPOKPYTHUII B I'OJIOBE CBOU CJIOBA, BCIIOMUHAA, IIOXBAJIAII OH €€ UJIA
HEeT.

Emy notpe6oBasnach 1eyiasi MUHYTa, YTOOB! TOHSTh, YTO OH HEUCTBUTENTBHO ITOXBAJIUI €€ 3a YCEePAHYI0
paboTy, ¥ 3TO HEMHOT'O YOUBUIIO MYXKUYUHY, IIOCKOJIBKY OH BPSIA JIX CTasl ObI XBaIUTh JIIOMEHN Tak
OTKPHITO, 0COOEHHO B IIPUCYTCTBUU KOTO-TO OPYTOTO.

"T'ocrioguH, THI XOYelllb CIIaPUTHCS C Hen?"
['ekaTe 3axyie0HYTacChb BO3OYXOM.
IloproH BHITHAAEN CEPHE3HBIM, TEPIIEIUBO OXUdasd 0TBeTa ['eKaTHI.

I'ekaTe dI'PECCUBHO 3aKaAIONIAJICA U TYT K€ IIPUHEC cebe cTakaH BOJHI, YTOOBI BHITIUTH €T0 OOTHUM
TJIOTKOM.

"Tak s mpaB?" cupocun [JoproH, HaKJIOHUB T'OJIOBY.

['ekaTe moTpe60oBaNIOCh HECKOIBKO MUHYT, YTOOH! YCIIOKOUTHCS, TIPEeXKEe YeM OH B3TJITHYII Ha
Ioprona u otBeTus: "He Hamo menath u3 MeHs nemgodunal OHa Bcero nuiib pedbeHok!"

Hoprou ornspaen ['ekate ¢ HOT OO0 T'OJIOBEL, KaK OBl IIBITAsICh IIOKA3aTh, YTO OH OTKPHITO OCYKOaeT
9TOT0 Ye0BeKa, U CKa3al: "Pa3Be Bbl HE OOHOTO Bo3pacTa?"



T'ekaTe cxaJ ry0Obl B TOHKYIO JIMHUIO, TIOKQYasl TOJI0BOM M CKa3al: "Moe Tejo MOXKET BHITIIAETh KakK Y
CeMHaAlaTUIeTHEr 0 IHOIIY, HO I HAMHOTO CTaplre".

I'ma3a [loproHa Cy3uimuch, KOTga OH YCIBIIIaI 3TO, U CYIIECTBO, Ka3aloch, He oBepuso ['ekaTe.
"9T0 npaBpa", - TBepHO 3asgBUl ['ekaTe, pe3Ko BOOXHYB.
"Torga CKoIbKO Tebe jet?"

"IlBamuaTh AEBATH", - Y€CTHO OTBETHUI I'eKaTa, rdaad Ha [loproHa ¢ HEeBHPA3UTEIbHLIM BEIpaXKeHUEM
JIHuIa.

"Yro?" [IOproH BHITISAAEN HEMHOTO YOUBIEHHBIM, KOTIa YCIIbIIIA HaCTOSIIUM BO3PacT ['eKaTkl.
"IlyMaro, B TAaKOM Clly4ae Thl HaBCEerfa OCTaHEIIbCI OOUHOYKOR" .

"Xo03s11H, He BONHYyHCS. 4 Oyny 3mech, 4TOOb COCTaBUTEL TeOe KoMIaHu", - [IOprOH TOBOPUIT TAKUM
TOHOM, YTO ['eKaTe mMoKa3anoch, OYOTO eTo JKaJeloT.

"V Tebs HeT mpyroro BeiOopa. He memnait BUfI, YTO TH OCTAEUILCS 3[I€Ch U3 KaI0CTH".

['ekaTe MPUIIEIKHYT S3BIKOM, 0TBEYAsI, ¥ JOPTOH HUYEro He CMOT Ha 3TO CKa3aTh, IOCKOJIbKY 3TO
OBITIO OTYACTH IIPABMIOM.

"X03511H, BCe 3TO B CTOPOHE, HE AyMaelllb JIU THl, YTO IPUIII0 BpeMs MIOKOPMUTh MEHA?" C
SHTY3Ma3MOM CIIPOCHII IOPTOH, TNIsiAs Ha ['eKaTe OBYMs OOJIBIIMMHU TJla3aMU, KOTOPhIE, Ka3ajiocCh,
CUSITIA OT BOCTOPra U NPeBKYIIeHHUS.

"Tebe He HafOEJIO €CTh TaK MHOTO KypUIIHI?" HAXMYPHUBIINCE, CIPOCH ['eKaTa, CHUMAst MacKy 1
IJIalll ¥ OTKJIafbIBas UX B CTOPOHY.

"Torpa MOXKHO MHe ITIOOXOTUTHCS CHapyXKu?" [JOProH HAKJIOHUJI 'OJIOBY U CIIPOCHUJI, IIOYTH C
CapKa3MOM.

"TBl XO4Uelb BEIUTH Ha YUY B TaKOW JOXKAL?" cpocun ['ekaTe, HO He JOXKHUIAsCh 0OTBeTa [[loproHa,
npomonxkul: "Ecnu xo4els, TO MOXeIb UATH".

Brio sicao, uto JoproH He OBl OOJIBIIMM MOKJIOHHUKOM JOXKIS.

['ekaTe moKayvas I'ojioBOM U C JIETKOM YCMEIKOM cKa3asl: "B crmemymoomuil pa3 s monpo0yio MpUHECTH
Tebe opyroe Msco".

YcnrimaB 310, [JOProH cpa3y xke MpocBeTiien u 3aberas o KOMHATe B BOCTOpre, XxBajs ['ekara:
"X03guH - ny4mmu!"

I'ekaTa He Morja yOepXKaTbCA OT CMeXa HaJl 6eCCTbIJ1HLIM IrnosegeHueM JOProHOB.

"Ha ceropns Te6e IpUAETCS OTPAaHUUYUTHCS KYPUHBIM MSICOM", - B3MOXHY ['eKaT, HalpaBisisch K
nBepy, - "He nmogHuMai myMma. f BEpHYCh C emou”.

IOPToH ITOCYIITHO KUBHYJI TOJIOBOM, YCIIBIIIIAB 9TO, ¥ He MOTPYOUICS HUYEr0 Ha 3TO CKa3aTh.



I'ekaTa BhIIa U3 KOMHATH U HalIpaBHUJIACh Ha KYXHIO, I'€ B XOJIOOUJIBHUKE XPAHUIIOCh MSCO, YTOORI
OHO He HCIIOPTHUJIOCH W HE IIaXJIOo.

Ha ynouBrneHnue, Ha KyXHe HUKOTO He OBINIO.

B o0pIyHBIX ClTy4asx, dalle Bcero, ['ekaTa Moria HauTu 3mech 1u60 X0351Ky, 1rbo 3aiinia, HO
Ceromus, IOX0¥Xe, UX He OBIII0, YTO OBIJI0 HEMHOTO HEeCTeCTBEHHO.

B Takoii CUILHBIN JOZXKIb BPAO JIM MOXKHO OBII0 IMOoAyMaTh, YTO OHH BHIIIIN Ha YIIXUIY, HO, BEPOsTHO,

TaK OHO U OBIJIO, ecyIu Y4€eCThb, 4TO 'ekaTa He Bumela UX MOOIHU30CTH.

3MOpOBRIii HEe CTaJl JOJIT0 Pa3AyMbIBATh U AOCTA U3 XOJIOAUIbHUAKA 3allaCeHHYI0 KypUIly, HEMHOT'O
IIOMIOT'PEJI ee ¥ OTHEC HaBepX, YTOOR HAaKOPMUTE [loproHa.

"MimeT CUIbHBIM OOXK[b", - B3[MOXHY/Ia KEHI[MHA CPEeJHUX JIET, KOMMEHTHAPYS CUTyalHIo.
"TToueMy BHI 3[€eCh?" CIIpOCHIa CTOSIIAS 3a HEM MOIOfas XKeHIHa, IPUILIESIKHYB SI3bIKOM.
YcMexHYBIINCH, XKEeHIIWHA CPefHUX JIeT Cclipocuiia: "Pa3Be MHe Helb3s CIOfa NPUXOOUTH?".
"THl mOJI’KHA 3HATh OTBET Ha 3TOT BOMPOC. Tkl X04ellb, YTOOk Tebs youmu?"

"CmepTb?" 2KeHIMHA CPeIHUX JIeT B3[OXHYIIa, IO Ha He6o: "CMepTh, KOHEYHO, Obla OBl Iyullle,
yeM XKU3Hb B 9TOM yAyLIAOIeM Mupe".

"He BonmHYyUTECH, 1 cendac yuny. 4 mpoCcTo X0Tejla YBUAETH CBOIO 0YL", - B3OOXHYJIa KEHIINHA
CpenHux JeT.

"TTo KpaliHel Mepe, BO3bMHU C COO0M 30HTHK".
2KeHIMHA CpegHUX JIeT YOy ach, ycibimaB 3To: "Kak 3a00TIMBO C Ballleil CTOPOHH!".

"HeBaxxHo."
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