"T®l TOBOPUIIL O TOM, KTO yOu I'ekaTy aToro Mupa?" ¢ HefloBepreM crpocuia ['ekaTa.
MapBuH KUBHYJI I'0JI0Bo#: "OH eIUHCTBEHHBIN, KTO 001afasl Takoi CII0COOHOCTHIO".
"W THI TOBOPUIIIb, YTO Y HETO Oblyia [OYL?"

Ha sToT pa3 MapBuH mokadai rojioBoi: "OH He OBITT MOJIOJ, HO OH He OBbLT XKeHAT, ¥ He ObIJI0 HUKaKUX
HOBOCTEM O TOM, YTO y HETO eCTb peOeHOK. Tpu UBH BECHBI HE JOJIXKHEI BCTYIIaTh B pPOMaHTUYECKHUe
OTHOIIIEHUS C JIIOObMHU, ¥ UM He pa3pelraeTcs UMeTh geTei. Ecnu 4To-To mogobHoe Tpou30MeT, uBa
OymeT BRIHYKJeHa MOKUHYTb CBOM IOCT".

Korpa I'ekata YCIEIIIaI 3TO, OH elle Oo7blme YBEPHUIJICA B 3TOM.

ViBa, koTopyio youn Ansouyc, Obisia aMOUIIMO3HOM, M OH TOYHO HE ITO3BOJIUT CBOEMY PEOEHKY
TIOBJTUSITH Ha €0 IyTh K TUPAHUHU.

"OT10 OH..." mpou3Hecsa ['ekaTa C 3aKPHITHIMU I'J1a3aMy, IT0fyMaB 00 5TOM HECKOJIBKO MUHYT.

"Ho Torga... [1omKeH ¥ Tl JeHCTBUTENIBHO JOBEPATH €H...?" cupocun MapBUH, HAXMYPUBIINUCE, U
['ekata CrioTHyna.

[Tonauany I'ekaTe u He mofo3peBai, uTo y JIaiJIai MoxkeT ObITh TaKoe Ipolioe. OH IPUHSTI ee U
PELIn TI03BOJIUTE e IPUCOEeIUHUTHCS K CBOEMY IIJIaHy, IIOTOMY YTO AyMaJl, YTO OHa IIPOCTO
HecYacTHas JIeBYyIIKa, KOTOpas 3aCTpsijia B UTOPHOM IIPUTOHE.

Ecmu GBI OH 3HaJI, 9YTO OHA Obl/Ta MOYEePhio TOTO YeI0BeKa, I'eKaTe, KOHEYHO, IBAXK/IEI TIOAyMat Ok,
IIpexXme 4eM IejaTh YTO-TO CTOJIb MOCIIEIIHOE.

MapBuH BHITJIAfEN TaK, CIIOBHO He 3HaJl, CMeIThCS €My WM IJIaKaTh, KOra OH 3aMeTul: "Thl
IOBEPSIEIIb OYEPH YeJIoBeKa, KoToporo youn. TouHee, yemoBeKa, KOTOPOro yOUIO TeO0, B KOTOPOM
THI CefiYac HaXOMUIIILCS, a TAKXKe YeJloBeKa, KOTopkIit yousn ['ekaTy aToro mupa..."

Ilaxe I'ekaTe 3Ta CUTyallusd II0Ka3aJlaCh cMenrHo#. OHa OBIJIa HACTOJIBKO HEJIEIOMN, YTO OH [aXKe He
MOT 3aCTaBHUThL ce0s1 CMesIThCS Haf HeH.

[Touemy cynb0a Bcerpma npubeperasa A HET0 YTO-TO IO0J00HOeE...?!

Ona Oblyia mOYepbio YeI0BeKa, KOTOPHIHM YOUI ero B 3TOM MHUpE, a OH OBII B TeJle YeJl0BeKa, KOTOPHIN
yOuI ee oTIa...

Hx 3nas cygpOa yxKe Oblla pelleHa 3a HUX.

"Tekare... [lymalo, Te0e HyKHO IIEPECMOTPETh CBOM IIJIaH", - CO B3[I0XOM IIPeMJIOKUT MapBuH.

'ekaTe MoT4an HECKOIBKO MUHYT, IIOTOM ITIOKay4as rojioBoi ¥ 0TBeTuI: "OHa ellle HU4Yero He 3HaeT.
Ona gaxe He 3HaAeT, Kak BHIIAAUT AnbGUyC, ¥ He 3HAET IPUYHUHY CMEPTH CBOUX popuTtesen. Ecnu
MBI €Ml He CKaxeM, Bce OyneT B mopsioke".

MapBuH: "9T0 TH CKa3all... [I[paBoa roppka, 1 €ee HUKOTOa HeJlb3s CKpheIBaTh. OmHAXKIEI OHA
00s13aTeNIbHO Y3HAET MpaBay".



"Tlogymaii 06 aToMm. Tebe meliCTBUTENHHO HYKHA €€ TIOMOIIb?"

['ekaTe NIPOTIOTHUII 3TOT BONIPOC U HA 3TOT pa3, BMECTO TOr'0 YTOOH OLIEHUTh CUTYALUIO C IIOMOIIBI0
MO3Ta, OH PEIINI T0JI0KUTLCA Ha CBOI0 MHTYHUIINIO, 0TBeTUB: "f Bce o0mymai. Kak g yxKe roBOpuiI,
OHa UfeaNbHO IOAXOOUT [JIs 3TOM palboThl, U eCNy MEL OyZieM fepKaTh ee PSOOM, TO CMOXKEeM CIIeJUTh
3a Hel U ObITh YBEPEHHBIMHU, YTO OHA HE Y3HAET IIpaBay".

MapBuH ObT HEMHOTO YOUBIIEH, YCABIIAB 3T0. [10 cux mop ['ekaTe MpOU3BOOUIT BIleYaTIeHUE
PAcYeTIUBOTO YeJI0BEeKa, KOTOPHIHM MCIIOIb3yeT CBOM MO3T 0OJIbIle, YEM Cepflle, U TIIATEIbHO
aHaAMU3UPyeT KaxkOylo CUTYallHio, Tpexe YeM MpUayMaTh IIJlaH, OOHAKO 9TO BHE3allHOe pelleHue
SIBHO He OBIJI0 MPOaHAIM3UPOBAHO TaK TIATEIbHO.

"Kak TOJIbKO MHI II0¥MaeM KKTa, MBI CMOXKeM paccKa3aTh eil mpaBay", - no0aBuiia 'ekata co B3J0XOM,
- "OHa 3acnyxuia IpaBo 3HaTh IIpaBAy, HO He ceryac".

MapBuH He pa3gensi 9TUX MBICIEH, HO, B KOHITe KOHIIOB, PeIlleHre 0CTaBaoch 3a ['ekaToi, u
MaJIbYHK HUYEero He MOT' C 9TUM IOLesaTh.

"Torpa s 0OCTaBIIA 9TO Ha TBOE YCMOTpeHuUe", - B3OoxHYI MapsuH. "Eciiu oOHa IeVCTBUTENIBHO Y3HAET
npaBay u OymeT MpefCcTaBIaTh YTPO3Y [AJig HaIlero IjlaHa, HaM IIPUAETCS ee YCTPaHUTh".

['ekaTe, yCIbIIaB 3TO, KUBHYJI TOJIOBOM, COTJIAIIAsICh C MabuuKoM. To, 4To cKa3an MapBuH, OBIIO
JIOTUYHO.

Ecnu oHa [IefiCTBUTENBHO MIPEICTABISET YTPO3Y AJIS UX IJlaHa, UM HYyKHO Oy[eT YyCTPaHUThH ee,
OJIHAKO, 10 KaKOM-TO CTpaHHOU NpuyuHe, ['ekaTe He HpaBuUiach unes youiictea 6efHOM NEBYILIKH,
KOTOpas [aXke He MOTJIa OCTaThCAd B CBOEM KOMHATe OfHa, IOTOMY 4TO 00si/Iach 3TOTO.

YToObI OHa IEMCTBUTENIHHO CTajla YTPO30H AJIS HUX B OyOyIieM... ITO He OBIII0 HEBO3MOXKHO, HO 9TO
0110 TO, yero 'ekaTa He Morja cebe IPeOCTABUTE.

"A MOTyIIIeCTBEHHBIE CBUMIETENIN, KOTOPHIX TH UMeellb B BUAY... KTo oHu?" cipocun MapBuH, IOOHSB
OpoBH.

l'ekaTe yka3an Ha cebs: "OnuH U3 HUX - 1",

"Cnenyomum cBupeTeneM Oymelb TH", - [eKaTe yKa3asl Ha MaJiburKa, IIPOA0JIKas TOBOPUTh: "H,
KOHEYHO, ITOCKOJIbKY MbI OyZleM pacKphIBaTh BEJIMKOE MIPECTYIJIeHNe, HyKHO IIPUTJTIaCUTh U OBE
OCTAaBIIIHNECS BeCeHHUE UBH".

MapBuH HaxMypHUJICS, YCIIBIIIAB BCE 3TO, U OTKPHLI POT, YTOOHI UTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO IIPekK[e YeM CI0Ba
COPBAJIKCH C €ro I3bIKa, ['eKaTa MPOJOJIKUIIA CIIUCOK, He JaB eMy [IOTOBOPHUTE.

"Ho rnaBHBIMU CBHUIETENSIMU, €CTECTBEHHO, OyAyT He OHU", - yXMBIIbHYJICS ['eKaTa, - "Hamumu
TJIaBHBIMU TOCTSIMU OYOYT MeXa-KOCTIOMBI, KOTOPEIe BEIpacTul Anbpuyc".

BpOBI/I MapBI/IHa COIINMHUCH, KOTrda OH YCIIBIIIAII 3TO, ¥ OH BRITTISAOEII OMHOBPEMEHHO IMIOKWPOBAHHLBIM U
PaCTepPssHHBIM, CJIOBHO YCJIBIIIAI HEYTO BOSMYTUTEJIBHOE.

"Brl UX TOXKe IIpHBIIeKaeTe...?!" CIpoCuI ManbyrK B HefloyMeHuY, 1 ['ekaTe 6e3 BCIKUX KomeOaHUi



KWBHYJI TOJIOBOM, MIOATBEPK/IAs 9TO.

"Kak ke 0e3 HUX, €CJIi OHHU - IJ1aBHBEle roCTU?" ['eKaTe HAKJIOHUI T'OJIOBY B OTBET Ha BOIIPOC, HO HE
CTaJ MOXKUAAThCS OTBETA U MPOmOJKuUI: "OHU OyayT TeMu, KTO pa30epeTcs C 0CTaIbHbIM
OecropsigkoM. Mexa-KOCTIOMbI CHJIBHEL M HE MOT'YT OBITh JIETKO YOUTHEI 9TUM AcrapuaHoM. OHH
paboTaroT Ha Anbduyca, a He Ha Tpu BB BECHEI, TI03TOMY OHU YK€ HaCTPOEHH MMPOTUB AcCrapuaHa.
Korga oHu y3HAIOT, YTO UX AparoleHHbIN nuaep OBl 10KHO 0OBUHEH B MPECTYIINIEHUAX,
COBEPIIEHHBLIX OOHUM U3 TPEX UB BECHBHI, KakK BHl lyMaeTe, KakKoBa OyeT ux peakuus?".

YcnpimmaB 3TOT Bopoc, MapBuH CTJIOTHY, a KOTa 3agyMasicst Haf OTBETOM, eMy yIaloCh KaKUM-TO
o0pa3oM yJIOBUTH HAMEK Ha TO, UTO 3agyMaja ['ekarTa.

"Tvl coOUpaelbcs BEI3BATh BOMHY..." MpobopMoTan MapBuH B HefoyMeHUH, u ['eKaTe CKpUBUII T'yOLL B
HeOOJIbINON yIIBIOKE.

"BoiiHa uHOTIa HeoO0XoguMa, - MoxKaJ IedamMu ['ekar, - omHax[abl ObljIa BOMHA, ¥ CTapoe
IIPABUTEJILCTBO OBIIO Pa3PYIIEHO, YTOOH! ITPOJIOKUTH JOPOT'Y HOBEIM TPEM MBaM BECHBHI, HO TETIEPh,
KOTZla OHM TOXKe He CIIPaBUJIUCH CO CBOEH pabOoToM, BIIOTHE €CTECTBEHHO, UTO UX IIPAB/IEHUE TOXKE
3aKOHYMUTCS, YTOOE 0CBOOOIUTH MECTO ISl APYTOTo IIpaBuTess. TakoBa XKKU3Hb. Bce, 4TO
IOJHUMAETCS BBEPX, NOMKHO ONMYCTUTHCS BHU3. ECIM THI He MOXKEIh YIIPaBIsaTh CTPAHOU, TH OOJIbIIIE
He IIPaBUTEIb".

"W TH IaHUPYyeIlb CTaTh HOBEIM IIpaBUTEJIeM?" CIPOCUI MapBUH CO CIIOXKHBIM BBIpaXkKeHUeM JIulla, 1
'ekaTe He MOTr He YCMEXHYTLCA, YCIIBIIIAB 3TO.

"Tlo-TBOEMY, 51 TOX0K Ha UAUOTA? 3a4ueM MHE CBSI3bIBAThH CEOST C 3TUM MUPOM TaKUM
o0peMeHUTEeNbHEIM TUTYTIOM?" ['eKaTe IPUIESIKHYT I3BIKOM B OTBET Ha BOIIPOC, TPO3ByYaBIINiA
HEMHOTO 00UXKEHHO.

"Torma 3a4eM ThI 9TO Aenaelb? Ecinu Anbpuyc 0edCTBUTENBHO IOMPOCU 00 yCIyre, TO OHa
3aKOHYHUTCS B TOT MOMEHT, KOT'7la Thl OTOMCTHIIE 3@ OpProHa 1 OYKUCTUILD ero UMs. 3aueM Tebe
TOHamo0MI0Ch 3aTEBATh BOMHY?"

"XM... [Touemy...?" T'ekaTa Ha MUHYTY 3afymMajach Hafl OTBETOM, X 9TO CaMo 110 cefe HeMHOTO
obecrokousio MapBuHa, KOTOPOMY Ka3anoch, 4To ['ekara - cyMacIiennas, KoTopas fejlaeT BCe 3TO
IIPOCTO pagy 3a0aBHI.

"MeHs 9T0 6eCIIOKOUT", - MaxKe I0C/ie MUHYTHOTO pa3nyMbs ['ekaTa oTBeTua Tak: "Tpu YemoBeka
BexyT ceOs Tak, CIIOBHO OHHU Ooru... Kak 6yATo X c/loBa 3Ha4aT BCE, @ OCTAJIbHbEIE NOJIKHBI UM
MOJYUHSTHCS... Pa3Be Tebe He TPOTUBHO?".

"OT0 HempaBUJIbLHO, HO MBI HUKOI'TIa He MOXKeM ObITh YBEPEHEl, YTO CIeAYIOIINM TPaBUTENh OyaeT
Jy4ine ux", - OTBeTWI MapBuH, N0Ka4yaB I'OJI0BOM.

"MHe Bce paBHO, Oy[eT U CIenyIoLui IpaBuTeNb Iydlle unm xyxe", - mpobopmortan ['ekarta, cxkaB
ryOBl B TOHKYIO JIMHUIO, - "4 TPOCTO TOT, KTO OYEHb OCHOBATEJIEH, KOTIa [IeJI0 KacaeTcss MecTu".
MapBuH gyMan, 4To ['ekaTa xo4yeT 0TOMCTUTh Anbduycy u Oprosy, Ho Ha caMoM fejie ['ekaTa xoTena

OTOMCTHUTH TOJIBKO 3a Anbduyca.

l'ekate MHOTO fyman 06 aToM. O6 ycimyre, KOTOPy10 AnbGHUYC XOTeNl OT Hero IOMyYHUTh.



Heyxkemnu oOH IIPOCTO XOTEl OYKUCTUTL CBoe uMs? Halitu HacTosIero youiiny Oproxa...?
IeiCTBUTENBHO JIX 3TO OBLJIO YTO-TO BPOJE ITOTO.

MapsuH Ol TeM, KTO yOun Anbduyca. 3To OBIII0 TOYHO, HO IIOC/IeiHEE XKeJlaHue, KOTOPoe 3aragall
Anpduyc, HECOMHEHHO, CTaJIO ITOCIIEIHUM yOapoM, 000PBABIIUM €TI0 KU3Hb.

Ecnu Ovl 0H He obpaTuics K ['eKaTe, TO y Hero Obi OB IIaHC BBIXKUTD, HO faXke 3Has, YTO 3@ 9TO €ro
JXKJIeT CMepPTh, OH BCe PABHO IIOIIIeJT BIepe[ U MOIMpPocusl ['eKaTe 0 ITOMOIIIH.

HelicTBUTENBHO U AnbGuyc crenan Obl 4TO-TO IOO00HOE, IOTOMY UTO eMy OblI0 HeOe3pa3nuydHo,
YTO 0 HEM CKaxyT iroau? Heyxkenu oH IPOCTO XO0Te, 4ToOk ['eKaTa 0TOMCTHIIA 3@ eT0 CMEPTH?
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