I'ekaTe He CTaJl HUYETO TOBOPHUTE, OH TAKKe IMOKKWHYJI CTOJIOBYIO M HAIIPaBUJICS 00PAaTHO HaBepX, B
CBOIO KOMHATY, TJie eT0 TepmeauBo xkaanu J19iJIsi u [JoproH.

"Tocrmogun!" JIsitJIak TyT XKe BCTalla CO CTyJla, YBAMEB, UTO ABEPh OTKPHLIBAETCS, U ['eKaT
BO3BpAlLlaeTCs B IOM LIEJILIM U HEBPEIUMBIM.

"Tel B mopsigke?!" ¢ TPEBOTOM CIIPOCHUIA OEBYINKaA, C JIFOOOMBITCTBOM IIPOBOAS I1a3aMy 0 TeLy
l'ekarta.

l'ekat cxkan T'YGBI B TOHKYIO JIMHHUIO U IIOCMOTPEJI Ha HEE€ C HUYEro He BhIPAXKAIOIMHUM JINIIOM.

Haxe ecnmu 661 MapBuH u ['eKaTe cepbe3HO MOApPaNnCh, ['ekaTe ObJI yBEPEH, UTO TOOETHUT, HO,
II0X02K€e, B 3TOM OBIJT yBEPEH TOJIBKO OH OIUH.

['ekaT B3[OXHYII, ITIOKa4asl I'OJIOBOY U PEIINII He 0TBe4YaTh Ha ee BOIIPOC.
"A uTo Hacuet Tebs? [ToueMy THI BCe ellle 37ech?" ['eKaT3 CMEHUJI TeMY, HaXMYPHBIIUCS.
JIsuJIa1 youBIE€HHO MOPTHYJIA, YCIIBbIIAB 3TO, U HECKOJIBKO CEKYH[I I0TpaTuia Ha OTBET.

OHa ockanuiachk B 3y0acTOM yXMBITIKE: "OTa KOMHAaTa MHE HpaBUTCS OOJbIe".

“T'ociogvH, BEI MOXKETe BHITHATH ee", - 3eBHYJI JOpProH.

"TocmoguH, B IPYroil KOMHATe OYeHb MBIIBHO", - H0OaBUIa NEeBYIIKA, IHTAsSCh BHTIISAETh XalKo, HO
TekaTe He OBLIO XaJIb €e.

“TBl CHOBa JIXKeIlIb", - 3aMeTu ['eKaT, Cy3uB I'la3a Ha JeBYLIKY, - "[IbIIb - 3TO He HAacTodIasd
npobrieMa, He Tak nu?".

Ycnbimas 310, JIanJIa CrIOTHYIA U MBICJIEHHO BEIPyTraiach, sl B IO U CIeTKa KUBHYB I'OJIOBOM.
['ekaTe B3OOXHYJI, YBULEB 3TO, U CIIPOCUTL: "A B 4eM, COOCTBEHHO, ITpobiema?"

JIanJIsii BEITTIAAEIa HEMHOTO BCTPEBOXKEHHOU U TUX0 OTBeTHIA: "f He MOT'y IPUBBIKHYTH K 3TOMY".
"K ueMy puBHIKHYTH?" ['eKaTe Clierka HaKJIOHUJI I'OJIOBY B 3aMellaTe/IbCTBE U CIIPOCUII.

"V MeHs HUKOTra He OBIJI0O KOMHATHI {71 ce0s1, T03TOMY S He MOT'Y IIPUBHIKHYTh K 9TOMY".

['ekaTe HaXMypPHJICS, YCIIBIIIAB 3TO, ¥ €r0 OPOBU COLUIXCH B TpeBore: "Torma rae xe Thl XKua?"

"3a UrOpHBIM IPUTOHOM", - ITOKasa muedamu JIauJIau.

IIBa cTapuKa, KOTOpPhIe BEIPACTUIN MEHS, TOXKe CITajiy TaM. Y HUX Y BCeX OB OTIeNIbHEIE MOICTHIKY
13 CeHa, ¥ OHM PACKJIaAbIBA/IM UX Ha IOy, YTOOHI CIIaTh".

"Tonbko oHM? A Kak Xke TH?"

"¢l 6vI cniasia Ha mMony", - Y4ecTHO oTBeTUa JInJIai, u Tenepsb ['eKaTa MOHSA, TOUEMY JEeBOYKE
ymoOHee CIlaTh Ha IOJY.

"Kakoii Hec4aCTHBIN pe6eHOK... X0351H, MH BRICIIyIIIAJIX €€ UCTOPHUIO, TEIIEPh Thl MOXKEIIb €€



BHITHATH", - IPOKOMMEHTHPOBasa cO0Ky [1oproHa, Ho 'eKaTa CHOBa MMPOUTHOPHUPOBAa ee.

"3HAuuT, THl He IPUBBIK CIIaTh B IIyCTOM KOMHAaTe?" HaXMypPUBIIKCH, CIPOCUT ['eKaTa, 3aJyMaBIIUCE, -
"Ho ecnu T8I Tak Xuma, pa3se He ygoOHee cllaTb OJHOU B CBOEU KOMHaTe?".

YcnrimaB 9To, JIsitJIsii TyT XKe 1moKadasa rojioBoii u nmpobopmoTarna: " 6010ck ocTaBaThCA OfHA..."
"Boumbcs?" moBTopua I'ekaTa, oxumasi 00bSICHEHUH.

BYIIIKa KMBHYJIa T'OJIOBOX ¥ fo0aBuia: "ITO TO JKe YYBCTBO, YTO ¥ B TOT O€Hb... KOTHa MOHU
e a a TOJIOBO oOaBmia: "9TO TO XKe CTBO, 4TO oT e orga Mo
ponuTenu OPOCUNTA MEHS..."

I'maza I'ekaTa cimerka PaCHiupuiiviCh, ¥ OH HAKOHEII ITOHAJI, ITI04YeMYy OHa TaK YIIOPHO He XO0TeJla
ye3XKaThb OTCIOa.

Ecnu oH BCce IpaBWIBHO 3alIOMHHUJI, OHA CKa3aJla, YTO ee POOUTENIN yKe YMEePIIH, U ee, KaK CUPOTY,
Opocuny Ha ynulle, Tie OHA Hallllla IBYX CTapPHIX UTPOKOB, KOTOPHIE IPUIOTHIIM €€ U Jallu i paboTy.

I'ekaTe B3OOXHYIJI, IIOJaBIINCh BIIEPEO U IIPHUIIOKUB PYKY K €€ MaKyIlIKe.

910 OBLI, HABEPHOE, TEPBLIN pa3, KOT{la OH I'JIagui KOTro-TO II0 TOJIOBe, U MyK4YMHA, ITI0X0XKe, CaM He
ITOHKMaJI, HaCKOJIbKO CTPAHHO C €T0 CTOPOHEBI TaK JIaCKOBO Cce0si BECTH.

I'ma3a JIanJIsu crerka pacIiMpUIiuCh, U OHa YOUBJIIEHHO BCKPUKHYIIA.

"TocronuH, He MTO3BOJISHTE BegbMe 00MaHyTh Bac. BriroHuTe ee". [JoproH Toxe rOBOPUII TAK, CIOBHO
yKe IIPUHAT pellleHre, HO ['eKaTa He [T03BOIUJIa 3aMeYaHUSIM 3TOr0 CyIleCcTBa IPOHUKHYTE B €T0
pasyM.

"Torga Thl MOXKeIllb B3SITh ITTHU C cO00M. f Bce paBHO MOMMpPOIy TeOs MOKUHYTh MO0 KOMHATY".

U [lopros, u geBylliKa 3aMOJI4ajiy, YCIIBIIAaB 3TO.

Kak pa3 torpa, korga JIsuJlai gymara, 4TO My>K4YKHA ITO3BOJIUT €1 KUTh 3[ECh...

HOpTOH, KOTOpBIfI ITOCTOSAHHO IIBITAJICA BEITHATE NEBYIIKY N3 KOMHATEI, B KOHII€ KOHIIOB OBLI
BBEIIIBBEIPHYT BMECTE C Hel, 1 BCe, 4TO CylmieCTBO MOTJIO CoeJIaTh, 3TO CTOAThE Ha MeCTe B IIIOKE 1
HEeBEPHH.

"Ho c3p, BB yBEpPEHE], YTO BHL.."

"Ila, s1 yBepeH B 9ToM", - ['ekaTe faxe He [aj el MPOJOIKHUTh BOIIPOC, TT0Ka T'OBOPHJI, CO00IIIast
IEeBYILKe, YTO OH HY 3a YTO HE MO3BOJIUT €1 0CTaThCAd C HUM B OJHOU KOMHATe.

..." JleitJIel, Ka3asmoch, OblJla HEMHOTO IIOKMPOBaHa TaKUM TBEPOLIM OTBETOM, U Ha ee JIuIle
IIOSIBUJIOCH IBHOE He0OJIbII0e HaXMypHUBaHNe, KOTa OHa CMOTpesia Ha MyK4YUHY OOJbIITNMUI
CUSIIOLIMMU TJIa3aMu.

Ecnu 65 9T0 GBI KTO-TO OPYTOM, OH, BEPOSITHO, TOYYBCTBOBAJI OBl C€051 HEJIOBKO, HO 3TO Oblila
l'exara, ¥ Ha HETO COBCEM He TIOBIUSIIN ee OOJIbIINe CUSIONINe IIa3a.

Myx4rHa nogxKas ryosl, OTKpbIBasl ABEPH, U BHIIIEN IEPBEIM: "MEI MoKa yxoguM. Korma Mbt
BEPHEMCSI, THI I0JIXKHa Oyels IIOUTH B CBOI0 KOMHATY".



Kak Ovl OHa HU yMOJdiia, 'ekat GBI HEIIPEKJIOHEH, HE ITO3BOJIAA el 0CTaBaThCs C HUM B OJIHOfI
KOMHaTe.

XOoTs OH BBITJISIIENT TaK, OYOTO MOBEPSII JEeBYIIIKe HACTOILKO, YTO ITO3BOJIHMII € OCTAThCS B CBOEH
KOMHATe, Ha CaMOM [iejie 9TO OBIJIO He COBCEM TakK.

I'ekaT OBIT Y€CTEH C Hel 1o 0OJIbINeH YacTH, HO BCe 3Ke ObIIM BeIly, KOTOPhIe OH XOTeJl OT Hee
CKPBITB.

OH xoTen CKPEITE HEKOTOPHIE BEITX HE IIOTOMY, YTO XOTE y6epe% CBOMU IIJIaHBI U CEKPETEI, da IIOTOMY,
YTO XOTeJl Y6GHI/ITBC$I, YTO OHA He B OIIaCHOCTH.

CeKpeTHl BCerma UMeIOT CBOIO IIeHY, U eCJIH KOTma-HuOyoh CTaHET U3BECTHO, UTO 9Ta [EeBYIIKA 3HAET
CeKpeTH mpomasinero Anbduyca, I'ekate ObLT YBepEH, YTO M3-3a 3TOTO y Hee OYAYT Cephe3HBIE
HEIPUSITHOCTH.

B maHHBIM MOMEHT, XOTS OHA y2Ke BHIeJa ero JIMI0, Ka3ajaoCh, YTO OHA ellle He y3Halla B HeM
Anbduyca, 1, BO3MOKHO, 3TO OBIJIO K JTy4IIIEMY.

Brinio Gvl 60s1ee MIOKUPYIOUINM, ecii OBl OHa JeUCTBUTENIBHO Y3Hasa ero.

Y xuteneit Okacuu He OBIJI0O HUKAKUX OTHOIIeHuH ¢ AnbduycoM. Ha camom mene, 60IbIIMHCTBO U3
HUX Jaxke He 3HaJIu, KTO TaKou Anbduyc.

KoHeuHO, 3TO He OTHOCHUJIOCH KO BCEM, U BCe ellle ObUIM JII0OAK, KOTOphie 3Hamu Anmbduyca Kak

6G3YMH01"O THPAHA, YIIPABIAIOIIETO ME€Xa-KOCTIOMaMU.

O6e3bsiHa, KOTOPYIO OHU BCTPETUIIU B UTOPHOM IIPUTOHE, Obl/Ia MPeKPACHBIM TPUMEPOM JTIOfIEH,
KOTOpPHIe 3Hanu Anbuyca 1 HeHaBUZIeNIX ero, OOHAKO Jaxke OH, I0X0Xe, He y3Hau ['ekarTy, u 9T0
TIOTOMY, YTO, XOTSI OHU U 3HAJIU ero UM, OHU He IIPEeICTaBISAIHI, KaK OH BHITJIAIHUT.

HmenHo 1o 3To¥ npuunHe ['ekaTta Ov1 yBepeH, yTo B Okacuu oH 6ymeT B 6e3omacHocTu. Ecu Ob
JIIONIY He 3HaJIM, KaK OH BRITJISIAUT, OHU OBl HE CMOTJIM COOOIIUTH O HEM TPEM MBaM BECHBHI, a TaK Kak
TPU UBHI BECHBEI He UMeJY BiacTy Haj OKacuel, OHU TaKXKe He MOTJIM IIPUKa3aTh JII0AsSM 30eCh ObITh
HayekKy B ITOUCKax ['ekaTHl.

JIsitJIay Hafynack, HO He IoCMesla CIIOPUTh C MyXKYKMHOM Ha 3Ty TEMY U B KOHIIe KOHI[0B HEOXOTHO
KVBHYJIa TOJIOBOU.

YBumeB Takyio peakiiuio, [ekaTe cjerka ynelOHYICS U, KHBHYB, IIEPBHIM cOOpasCs YXOOUTh, HO €T0
OCTaHOBUJI [OPTOH, KOTOPHIM KPUKHYJI €My BCIIEf.

"X03511H, a KaK Xke Mod efa...?! d ronopmen!!!"
"O," - mpobopmorTain I'ekaTe, 1 Ka3ajioCh, YTO OH COBCEM 3a0BIT 0 KOpMIieHUH [[oproHa.

ITOproH He BBHITTISAAEN CIUIIKOM JOBOJIbHBIM TaKOM peaKLel, ¥ Ka3aloCh, YTO OH 3IUTCA Ha ['ekaTa
3a TO, YTO TOT 3a0KII O €T0 3aBTPAKe.

"9T0 HAOMHUIIO MHe", - IPULIENIKHYI A3bIKOM ['ekaTe, npucenas 0o ypoBHs [JoproHa ¥ 3agaBas
BOIIpoC: "THI ellb MyTaHTOB?".

"3...?!" IIoproH BHITIAAEN B HEAOYMEHUY U II0Ke, KOTfa yCJbIIaj 3TOT BOIIPOC.



MaJsleHbKOMY CYIIEeCTBY IIOTPe00BasIach 1eiasi MAUHYTa, YTOOL IPOKPYTUTE BOIIPOC B I'OJIOBE, IIOKA OH
yOexkmalcs, 4TO He OCIBIIIAJICS, ¥ KOTla OH YOemUICs, YTO PACCIIbIIIA BCE TPABUIBHO, OH BBITIISIEN
etrfe 0ojiee IOTPSICEHHBIM.

"TBl Cepbe3HO 3aMiaelrb MHe 3TOT Bompoc?!" [loproH Habpocuics Ha YeloBeKa, ¥ Ka3ajioch, YTO
BOIIPOC KaKMM-TO 00pa3oM CyMeJl BEIBECTH ero u3 ce0si: "f BeNuKuit UMIIEPATOP, a Thl IIPOCHUIITh MEHS
CheCTb KYyUKY OTBPAQTUTEJIbHBIX MYTaHTOB?!

[Touemy Okl TeOe He MOUTU U He ChECTh UX, €CJIU OHU KaxKyTcs Tebe TaKUMHU BKyCHBIMU?! Kak ThI
MOZKelllb TaK 00pallaThCs C BeJIMKUM uMIiepaTopoM?! Thl HUYTOXKHEIM XKaTKUM YeJI0BEK, KOTOPHIM HU
Ha 4To He rogen!!!"

['ekaTe, KOHEYHO, He OXKUfasl, 4To [JOPTOH TaK B30PBETCS, U TO3TOMY, KOT[a ero BHE3aIHO 00pyrao
3TO CYIIECTBO, BCE, UTO OH MOT CHiejiaTh, 3TO YOUBJIEHHO MOPTHYTH U IIOTEPSTH flap pPeydH.

"TvI, *MOEITUI, KaK THl CME€Illb TaK 3JI0yIOoTPe0IsATh JOOPOTOM BeIUKOTo uMieparopa?!" oprox
IIPOMOJIZKAJl PyraThCs Ha YelloBeKa, a ['ekaTa HUUero He rOBOpPUIIA.

9T0 GBI TPOCTO BOIIPOC...

OH Xe He 3anuxuBaj MsICO MyTaHTa B I'JIOTKY [JOproxy...!
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