I'ekaTe He MOT YOEPXKAThCA OT CMeXa, BUOs 3TY BHE3aAIITHYIO IIEepEMEHY.

"Xo03guH, BOT 0HO! OTO Ta caMas BefibMa, KOTopas MeHs mnyraeT!" [JOproH TyT XKe 3ar0BOPUII
’kano0HO U CHOBa cupsiTancs 3a ['exarTe.

'exaTe yCMexXHYJICs, KUBHYB I'OJIOBOM.
OH yXKe [omKeH OBIJT 0XKUAATh 3TOTO.
IOproH HMKAaK He MOT UCITyTaThCS TAaKOTO MUJIOTO YeJIoBeKa, 3a KOTOporo cels BrimaBas JIanJIam.

"Torma, 611s10b, TH UT'PAJl CO MHOM OO CUX IOP?" CIIpOCHUia OeBYIIKA, U MPO3ByYaso 3TO TOBOJIHHO
pasmpakeHHOo, YTO 3acTaBuio ['eKaTa 3aflyMaThCsl, KTO OOJIZKEH 37TUThCS OO0JIbIlle - OH UJTK OHA.

"YT0, 4epT BO3bMH, THI IIBITAEILILCA H0Ka3aTh?" OHa pa3fapakeHHO IPUILEJIKHYIa A3bIKOM.
HeBUHHOCTH Ha ee NHIle Telepsb He OBIJI0 BUTHO, CJIOBHO OHA IIPOCTO MCYe3Jia, He OCTAaBUB U CIIefa.

['ekaT cxKaJ ry0bl B TOHKYIO JIMHUIO ¥ MOJTYaJ Ie/Iyi0 MUHYTY, IPeXae YeM, HaKOHell, yCMeXHYJICS B
OTBET U MPOKOMMEHTUPOBAJI: "ITa Bepcusi MHe HpaBUTCS Gosblie".

"Thl IPUTBOPSIELILCS HEBUHHOU, U 3TO MEHS pa3fgpaxaet”, - 4eCTHO cKa3anl ['ekarTe, Iiisigd Ha
neByIIKY, - "Tebe nyuyire ObITH 60Jlee YeCTHOH".

"Torpma 03BOJIb MHE OBITH YECTHOM", - HACMEIINBO oTBeTHNa JIaitJIaH, - "d Tebe He mOBEPSIO".
"4 3Haw 370", - IPOCTO OTBeTUN ['eKaTe, II0XKaB IJIeYaMu.

"Torpa moyeMmy g 3mech?"

"TloToMy 4TO ¥ MeHs ecTb aJisi Tebs pabora".

"TloiiMaThk TOro, KTO TeOs obumen?"

['ekaT KMBHYJ T'OJIOBOM, YCIIBIIIIAB 3TOT BOIIPOC, U MOATBepAuA: "UTOOH MOMMaTh TOTO, KTO 00UAEN
KOT'0-TO HEBUHHOI'0".

"¢l roToB 3amnaTuTh Te6e 3a pabOTy CO MHOM, II09TOMY 51 He iyMalo, 4TO Te0e Hy>KHO KPacTh YTO-TO
CTOJIb HE3HAUUTEJILHOE, KaK 3TO KOJIbIO", - mo6aBui ['eKaTs ¢ HeOOJIBIION YIILIOKOM.

JIaiJIa#i KanuisHya, YCIBIIIAB 9T0, ¥, u30eras CMOTPETH B I'1a3a, mpobopMoTana B OTBeT: "f u He
cobupamacse".

"A?" I'exaT yOUBIEHHO MOPTHYJI, IBITASICh [IOHATH, YTO OHA XOTeJla CKa3arTh.
"Huyero He mofesaelnrs", - mobaBuma JIsiJIai, pacTsaruBas ryobl B TOHKYIO YIIBEIOKY.
I'maza I'ekaTa cy3unuch Ha [I€BYIIKY, KOTda OH YCIHbIIIall 3TO: "

MozxkeT 11 3TO OHITh... KnenTomanus...?"

JIanJIsii KUBHYIa FOJI0BOM, YCIBILIAB 3TO, ¥ IIOATBEPAXIIA, CKa3aB: "V MeHs eCTh IPUBBIYKA BOPOBATH,
¥ C 3TUM HHUYETro He IIofesaells”.



9to GBI MEPBEHIH pa3, Korga ['ekate BCTPETUII KOTO-TO C TAaKO# MPo6IeMoii, HO KOT[Ia OH IIOCMOTPEN
Ha JIeBYILIKY, TO MTOHSJI, YTO HA 3TOT Pa3 OHa He JIXKeT.

OHa e CTBUTENIBHO CTPajiajia OT TAKOTr'o MICUXUYECKOTO PACCTPOMCTBA, U, YUUTHIBASI CPENY, B
KOTOPOM OHa BOCIIUTHIBAJIACh, 3TOTO CJIE0BAJI0 OXKUAATh.

CexaTe B3OOXHYII, TOTUPas 100, ¥ cKa3asl: "B TakoM ciy4ae, fyMalo, HUUero He Mofelaels"”.
"A?" I'maza JIsitJIs# cierka paclIMPUINCh OT YOUBIIEHUS, KOTIa OHA YCJIbIlIana ero CJIoBa.

"TIpocTo yOemuce, 4To TH He YKpajelllb HUYero BaxHoro", - nobaBun ['ekaTe, rsAaa Ha OeBYIIKY, - "U
€CJIM 3TO IIPOUCXOOUT Ha IJla3ax y APYruX, IocTapaicsa COXpaHUTh HEBUHHOCTE, HO He B3oyMau
IIPUTBOPSATHCS IIEPEfo MHOU".

"THlL... HE CepOUIIbCA?" CIIPOCUTIa AEBYIIKA C JIETKUM IIOKOM.

['ekaTe HaXMypHJICS, YCIIBIIIAB 3TO, ¥ 3afani Bonpoc: "C 4ero OB MHE 3IUTHCA?"

"TBOSI KJIETITOMAHUS - 9TO HE TO, YTO ST MOTY PEIIUTh, U 5 MIOHSITUS He UMeI0, TI0YeMY ThI IIBITAeIIbCs
COXPaHHUTDb 3Ty HEBUHHYIO TUYUHY, OOHAKO, 9TO He UMeeT HU4ero ob1Iero co MHOM, ¥ 3TO BeCbMa
TI0JIE3HO B HEKOTOPHIX CIIy4asiX, TaK YTO Y MEHSI HET HUKAKUX IIpo6jeM ¢ 3TuM."

YcnpimaB 310, JIsiJ1ai, moxoxe, 3aCOMHeBaiach, U feByIllIKa He OCMeIuIach HUUero Ha 9TO CKa3arTh.

l'ekaTa Onllla yBepeHa, 4YTO OHa celyac 3aflae€TCsl BOIIPOCOM, HOUOT OH MJIU HET, U MyKUMHa
ycMmexHycs, mo6aBuB: "[Ioka TH IpaBUIBHO BHIIOJHSEINIL CBOIO paboTy, 1 MOTy He oOpalaTh
BHUMaHUS Ha BCe oCTaJIibHOe".

3pauku JIsitJIsii, Ka3anoCh, Cy3UINCh, KOTHa OHA YCIIbIIIala 3T0, ¥ AeBYyIIKa B3OOXHYa, CKa3as: "Thl
OEeUCTBUTEIbHO CTPAHHBIL".

"¢ 3Haw", - KUBHYyJ rojoBol ['ekaT, oTBeyasi: "M s MOTy CKa3aTh TO Ke camoe o Tebe".

JIaiiJIa onipefieleHHO HUKOTa He BCTpeyalia TaKOTo YesloBeKa, KOTOPEIA OBl HOPMaIbHO OTHOCHUJICS
K Hel, 3Has 9TH [Ba CEKPETa, U, Ka3aJoCh, e BOCXUINAJIO TO, YTO ['eKaTe 9TO HUUYTh HE BOJIHOBAJIO.

"YTO0 THI IIJIAHUPYELIb genaTh ¢ [Joprorom?"
crpocusa JIanJIsy, ¥ Ka3aa0Ch, YTO OHA UCIILITHIBAET MYKUYUHY.

"Tak ThI 3Haelllb, YTO ITO HE sllepulia-NepepocTok?" I'ekaTe YCMEXHYJICA U, He OKUAAsICh €€
0TBeTa, Ipopoykuil: "[loka 4To S MJIaHUPYIO BEIPaCTUTh €ro”.

"TIOHSITHO, - CIIPOCHIIa [IeBYIIKa, IMIsis Ha [JoproHa 3a CriuHOM ['eKaTa, - a OH He TOMbITaeTcs Tebs
CheCTh?"

"He cMoxeT", - yBepeHHO 0TBeTU ['eKaTe, He MPOIyCcKas HU OOHOI0 yaapa, U OOHOU ero
YBEPEHHOCTH OBIJIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOHI IeBYIIIKa IIOBEPHUIA €T0 CII0BaM.

"Torma", - JleitJIeit rmy6oOKO BIOXHYA U 3aKphljia rjla3a, a 3aTeM BepPHYJIach K CBOei HEBUHHOMN
TIepCOHE, SIPKO YIIBIOHYIach U C MHTEPECOM II0CMOTpesia Ha [loproHa, BOCKIUKHYB: "M0XKHO MHE
cerogH4 mepecnats ¢ Orru? ~"



I'ekate YOUBJIEHHO MOPTHYIJI, YBUOEB, YTO OHA CHOBA IIBITAETCA BECTH ce0st KaK MUJIbIN peGeHOK.

"Pa3Be 51 He ToBOpHI TeOe He BeCTH cebs Tak B MOeM IpUCyTCTBUU?" cipocun ['exar,
HaXMYyPUBIIUCH.

"Ho rocmnonus, 3T0 IpUBLIYKA", - Hagynach JIaiJIak, u ['ekaTe, KOHeYHO, conran Obl, ecnu ObI CKa3arsl,
YTO J€BOYKa He BHIT/IsSIesIa MUJIOK B 9TOT MOMEHT.

B xonIie KoHIIOB, ['eKaTe TIPUIINTOCH B3OOXHYTH U COTJTIACUTHCA C neBymKoﬁ, II03BOJIUB €l [leJiaTh BCe,
YTO OHa X04erT.

JIaitJIa#i pagoCTHO yIEIOHYIACh, YBUAEB 3TO, U TYT XK€ HayaJla [IpeciieqoBaTh [JOproHa, KOTOPHIHA
OezkaJi, cracasi CBOI0 KHU3Hb.

T'ekaT cxaJ ry0Bl B TOHKYIO JIMHUIO, Pa3MBIIISIS, TPABUIIBHO JIX OH MTOCTYIIUJI, IPUBE[S CIOfa 9Ty
[IEBYIIKY.

"X03sH1H, KaK Thl MOXKEIIIb TaK IMOCTYIaTh CO MHOU?! 4 TOT, K KOMY THI HOJIXKEH 6J1aroBOIUTh! 7
Benukui umneparop! Ckaxu e, 4ToOB OHA [epKasach mopasnbine!" [IOproH MpomoskKail KpUyaTh, a
['ekaTa IpOCTO UTHOPUPOBaia MaJIeHbKO€E CYIIECTBO.

"B KOHIle KOHI[OB OHM IONafsaT", - mpoOopMoTan ['ekaTe 1mop HOC, ITOKa4aJsl I'oJI0BOM U BEPHYJICS K
3allCH B THEBHUKE.

JleiJIe#t Gblyla YymavyKoM C Kydel CEKPeToB, HO ['ekaTe BCe paBHO Ka3ajioCh, UTO OH He MOXKaJeeT 0
CBOEM pELIeHUN B3SITh ee C COOO0M.

Korpa oHa HaYHET OBEPSATH €My, OH ObLIT YBEPEH, YTO OHA CTAaHET CUJIbHBEIM COIO3HUKOM.
Kak Tonpko 'ekaTte mogyman 06 3ToM, [JoproH IPHITHYJ €My Ha TOJIOBY, U [IeByIIKa, KoTopas Oexaia

3a r]:[Opl"OHOM, TO2XKe€ IIPBITHYJIA Ha HETO, 3aCTAaBUB I'exkate YIIaCThb Ha CIIUHY, U J:[Opl"OH, " ONEeBYyIIKa
OKa3aJIuCh CBEPXY.

Kazamnoce, 4TO 3TO MECTO CTaHET OYeHb OKUBJIEHHBIM U3-3a Hee...

[rrxanue ['eKaTa 3aCTPSJIO Y HETO B TOpJie, KOTAa OH ITI0YyBCTBOBAJ TIXKECTh 3TUX JBOUX.
"OTcTaHb OT MeH4..." I'eKaT MBITAICSI TOBOPUTH 3adbIXaI0MUMCS TOTOCOM.

"Xo3suH, yOepu OT MeHs 3Ty BembMy!" 3akpuyan [JoproH, ©30 Bcex cui obHuMas nuno ['ekara.

..." [ekaTa HaKOHeI IIOHS1a, KaKOBO 3TO - PACTUTH JIbBA, KOTOPHIM MOXKET YOUTHL TeOST OMHUM JIUIIE
00BSATHEM.

[ToroHaBIMKCH U IOUTPAB HECKOJILKO 4acoB, JleitJlell B KOHIle KOHI[OB yCTajla U YCHyJIa Ha IOy,



0OHSIB MMOIYIIKY, KOTOPYIO Jana ei ['ekarta.

IoproH, moxoxe, ToXkKe yCTaJll, TaK Kak y Hero 0oJbIie He ObIo cuil yberaTs, ¥ OH CTanl
TIOATOJIOBHUKOM [EBYIIKH.

Korpma I'ekaTe 3aKOHYMIT CBOIO pabOTy, OH MOMHSJ TOJIOBY ¥ YBUAEN, YTO ABOE MUPHO CIISIT Ha IOJTY
niepeq CTOJIOM, U TI0 KaKOU-TO CTpPaHHOU npuunHe ['ekaTe yIbIOHYICS, YBUAEB 9TO.

Korpga onu cmanu, OBI7T0 TOPa3[o CIIOKOWHee, a 9TH [IBoe OBINIH ellle Mujiee, KOrha CIIaIy.
['ekaTe 3eBHYJ, coOupas BeIlld, CHSJI MacKy ¥ IIOHOLIEeN K IeBYIIKE.

OH 0CTOpPOXKHO B35 JIelu Ha PYKHU U IIOJIOKUJ ee Ha KPOBaTh, 3aTeM BEPHYJICS 3a [JOProHOM U
IIOJIOKUJI €T0 PAAOM C IEeBOYKOM.

MyX4rHa B35J1 eIUHCTBEHHOE Ofes/I0, KOTOpoe ObIJI0 B KOMHATe, ¥ HAaKPhUI UM 000X, a 3aTeM
IOCTAJI ITPOCTHIHIO U TOAYINKY, YTOOB PACCTEIUTh UX Ha TOJIY, Tle OH COOMpAICs CIaTh.

Ha kpoBatu cnath ObUIO He 04eHb yI00HO, T03TOoMY ['eKaTa Oblyla He IPOTUB CIIaTh Ha IOJY.

9T0 OBII MONTUH OEHb, ¥ CTOJIBKO BCETO IPOU30ILI0. Korya OH 3aChIai, MOCIeqHsIss MbIC/Ib, KOTOPas
IIPUIIJIa EMY B TOJI0BY, Oblyla 0 MapBuHe.

['ekaTe pa3MBILIUIAT O TOM, KaK €My ITOCTYIIUThL C MaJIbUUKOM, U B KOHIIEe KOHIIOB IIPUIIIE]I K BEIBOLY,
YTO JIy4Ille IIPOCTO CKa3aTh MapBUHY IIPaBay.

Ecnu eMy ymacTcsi CKIOHWTh MapBHHA Ha CBOIO CTOPOHY, TO BCe OCTallbHOe OyeT HEMHOTO IIPOIIIE.
B maHHBI MOMEHT ['eKaTe OXOTHJICS 3a KUTOM, 1 MapBUH TOYHO 3HAJ, KTO 3TOT KUT.

Ecnu 'ekate yoacCTCsAa YTOBOPHUTB MapBI/IHa, eMy 0osbIne He HYZKHO 6y11eT YTPYyZXKOaThb cebs1 ToOMCKaMu
KHUTa.

C stumu MeICTIIMHE ['eKaT 3aCHYIJI, KaK TOJIBKO €ro rojioBa KOCHYJIaChb MSTKOHN TMMOAOYIIKH.

Kaszarmnocs, oH Tak YCTaJl, 4TO IIPOCIIAJI BCIO HOYb U ITPOCHYJICA POBHO B IMIECTH YTPA.
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