'ekaT yCMEeXHYJICS, YCIIbIIIaB 3TOT HEJIETBIN BOIIPOC.

KoneuHo, oH OBl HE CMOT JIETKO IIPOCTUTH MallbuMKa 3a 3TO!

Ho man Ovl OH 4eCTHBIM OTBET Ha 3TOT Bompoc? KoHeuyHo ke, HET!
"¢ maBHO TeOs mpocTun", - conran I'ekaTe ¢ YeCTHBIM JIMIIOM.

MapBI/IH, II0X02Ke, TYIIO ITOBEPHUII B 3TO, TAaK KaK CHa4aJla Ha ero JIKIle MOsABUIJIOCh OIIEJIOMJIIEHHOE
BEIpaKeHHEe, KOTOPOEe MEJJIEHHO IIEPEIIIO B JOBOJIEHOE.

"Tr1...? [IpaBma?" MapBuH BHIJIAAEN TaK, CJIOBHO BOT-BOT IIPOJILET CJIE3HI CUACThS, U 9TO 3aCTaBUIIO
nuno ['eKaTa CKPUBUTHCS OT OTBPAIEHHUS.

T'ekaTe pa3xkaj r'yOsl B TOHKYIO YIBIOKY ¥ M30 BCEX CHJI ITOCTAPAJICS CAepxKaTh Jepralolluecs riasa,
CHOBa coinras: "KoHeuHO, s 9T0 chesnan. Tebst Tak»Ke 3aCTAaBUIN BHICTPENIUTE B MeHs. Brl Obinn
pacTepsHBl ¥ HallyraHbl. YCIIbIIaB TaKue HOBOCTH O CBOEM OTIIe, BIIOJIHE eCTECTBEHHO, YTO ThHI OBIN B
OermeHcTBE".

MapBuH CTIOTHYJI, BHE3AITHO MTOflaBIINCh Biepen 1 06HSB ['ekaTy: "Bonbioe crmacubo!”

I'ekaTe IIOYYBCTBOBAII, KaK CUITBHBIM 3allaxX I10Ta U aJlKOT 0 IIPOHHUK B €Ir0 HOC 1 aBTOMaTU4YECKHA
BBI3BaJI PBOTHEIE ITO3BIBEI OT OTBPAIIlEHU .

B cnepyiomee MraoBeHue Teio 'eKaThl OTpearupoBaso camo 1o cebe, ¥ OH OTTONKHYJ MaJIbYuKa,
roBops: "4 Owl Mpedmoyen, YToOk TH He BhIpaxa CBOIO O/1arofapHOCTb TakuM 06pa3oM. OcoOeHHO
KOTrfa THI TakK MbIH".

Vnu s mory youThb Tebs 1o omubKe B CIeTYIOUIUN pas.

['ekaTa ycMexXHyJach, ¥ XOTS 3@ 3TOU yCMeIKOU He OBIIIO pagocTy, MapBUH ¢ ero nonypaboTarmuM
MO3roM, [10X0XKe, IyMaJl HHayve.

MapBuH KUBHYJI T'0JIOBOM B 3HAK IIOHUMaHHUS U CTaJl I0X0XK Ha MaJIeHbKOT0 pebeHKa, KOTfa ClyIal
I'ekarty.

"Temeps maBail OTHECEM TBOIO 3aQHUIY JOMOK", - B3OoxHYyJ ['eKaTa, moTupas 100, - "I'me Th
KHUBEIIL?".

MapBuH B3[0XHYJI, YCIBILIAB 3TO, ¥ OTJIALENICS, IPeXae YeM IToKadaTh [0JI0BOU: " MOTy BEpHYTHCS

CaM'.

"Trel Moxkelb?" ['eKaTe KUBHYJI TOJIOBOM U, HE NOXKUAAsACh OTBETA, 3aroBOpuiL: "Toraa 3To ObII0 ObI
300POBO. { ycTan, u Yy MeHs ioMa eCTh IUTOMEI], KOTOPOT0 HY2KHO KOPMUTh, TaK YTO AaBau
IIPOJOJIZKUM 3TOT Pa3roBop 3aBTpa. CIIOKOWHOW HOYM U CYACTINBO J06paThCs mo moma'.

['ekaTe, KOHEYHO, TOBOPHUJI C SHTY3Ma3MOM, IIBITasCh U306aBUTHCS OT 9TOT'0 MajJb4yHMKa, a TOT B OTBET
HEeBUHHO KUBAJI TOJIOBOM.

l'ekaTe He cTaj 60bllle TPATUTh BpeMS Ha 3TOTO IIbSHOTO ITapHs ¥ HalpaBUJICS 00paTHO B CBOIO
KBapTHUPY, OMHAKO I10 KaKOK-TO MpuYruHe MapBuH, Ka3aJioch, CIIe[JOBA 3a HUM.

Crauana ['ekaTe XoTen O6epHYTbCH 1 CIIPOCHUTEL MaJIb4YHKa, II0YEeMYy OH €ro InpecienyeT, HO B UTore



ITPOCTO B3[OXHYJI, CTapasich He obpalaTh BHUMaHUS Ha MapBuHa.

On OyMaJl, 9TO MaJIbYUKY 3TO B KOHII€ KOHIIOB HAOJOECT XU OH OCTABUT 'ekaTa B IIOKO€, HO, TOX0XKeE, OH
HEMHOTI'O ITPOCYUTAJICA.

Korpga I'ekaTe cTos/ epeq cTapoy pa30uTOM KBapTHUPOU, MapBUH yKe CTOSIJI IPSIMO 3a HUM.
OTOT MaIb4YuK JEeUCTBUTENBHO CIeN0Ball 3a HUM 10 CAaMOI0 foMa...

['ekaTe LIENIKHYII A3bIKOM, IIOBEPHYJICS U IIOCMOTPENI Ha MyXK4uHYy: "B ueM mesno? [loueMy ThI
npecnenyelns MeHA? Kak BUAUIIb, 3TO HE TBOU AOM".

..." MapBUH pacTepsHHO MOPTHYJ, I'1sAad Ha ['ekaTta, u 6poBu I'eKaTa COIIKMCH, KOTTIa OH YBUAEN
3aMeIlaTeIbCTBO Ha JIulle MaJlbYMuKa.

"B yeMm meno?" cupocun ['ekaTe, HaXMypPHUBIINCh, 8 MapBUH MPOCTO IMOKayvaJsl r0JI0BOM, YTO 3aCTaBUIIO
['ekaTe 3agymaThCs, He YAAPUIICS JIU 9TOT MaJb4uK I'0OJIOBOM IIOCJIE€ TOTO, KAK MHOT'O BBIIIHIIL.

"Yro? Tel coOMpaeIbes CKa3aTh MHE, YTO TH TOXKe 3[eCh XKHUBEIh?" ¢ capKa3MoM crpocun ['ekare,
HO He YCIIes faXke pacCMesAThCs, KakK yBULel, 4T0O MapBuH KUBHYJI TOJIOBOM.

[ekaT BOPYT He 3HAJ, CMESATHCS €My UJIU IIJTaKaTh B 3TOT MOMEHT.
Heyxenu cOexaThb OT repos ObIJI0 TaK HEBO3MOXKHO?!
Heyxenu Hebeca nmopmytunu Hapg ['ekaTon?!

MapBI/IH TOHKO YJ'[BIGHYHCH, BE2KJIMBO CKJIOHMIJI T'OJIOBY M IIEPBBEIM BOIIEJI B 3aHKE, OCTAaBUB II03a0X
IIOTEPABIIIEro Jap pedu I'ekarta, KOTOpBIﬁ C HegJoBepueM CMOTPEJI Ha KBAPTHUDPY.

B sToM mome XKuiu BCEero TPHU XKHUJIbIIA...

OpuH - ['ekaTa, BTOPOIi - 3a1J1, a TPETUY - OXOTHUK, KOTOPHIN, KaK TOBOPUIY, OB TOX0XK Ha ['ekary...

I'ekaTe 1 IPEONONOKUTE HE MOT, YTO €r0 XAeT TaKOW CIOPIPH3...

U MapsuH, u 'ekaTe cny4yailHO BEIOpanu OgHY U TY Xe KBapTupy... M I'ekaT OB yBEpEH, YTO 3TO
CIy4alHOCTbh, IOTOMY YTO OH 3HaJI, 4TOo MapBuH Ilepeexal Ciofia paHblle [eKaTa, Tak YTO OH HUKaK
He MOT BbIOpaTh UMEHHO 3Ty KBapTUpPy u3-3a ['ekara, u ecnu Ovl ['ekaT yKe 3HaJ1, 4TO MapBUH KUBET
30ech, OH OBl HUKOTIA He BEIOpas 3To MecTo...!!!

Hebeca geficTBUTENIbHO CMESINCH Hal ['eKaTou, He Tak nu?!
['ekaTe B3OOXHYJ, IOTUPAs J100, YyBCTBYS, YTO CKOPO y HETO HaYHeT 60JIeTh I'0JI0Ba.

My>X4rHa HallpaBUICSA BHYTPh 3MaHUS U IOIIEN IPSAMO B CBOIO KOMHATY, He IIOMHS HUYETo O
HAHSTOW UM KapOuTraHKe.

OpmHako, Ka3aock, YTO B KOMHATE ero Xjaja Apyras rojoBHast 60Jb.

"Xo3smH, ciacu MeHs!" Kak Tonbko I'ekaTe OTKPHII IBEPh, HAa HETO IPBITHYIT O0JIBIION, pa3MepoM C



co0aKy, DOPTOHCKUY pe0eHOK U YyTh He 3aCTaBUII €T0 yIacTh Ha3af.

"Trl 4ePTOBCKYU TsAXKeNbIn!" oxasnosasncs ['ekaTe, TyT xXKe ypoHUB [JOproHa, U TOT OTCKOYHUJI B
CTOPOHY, a 3aTeM 1o0exkan 00paTHO K ['ekaTe U cupsTancd 3a HUM, UCIOIb3Ys €ro KakK IIuT.

"Uto 3a..." 'ekaTe ObIJI OKUPOBAH U 03afjadyeH CTPAHHOM peaklMel CyllecTBa, HO KOTTla OH ITOJHST
TOJIOBY ¥ ITIOCMOTpPEN Ha [AeBYIIKY, KOTOpas CTOsjIa B KOMHATe C SPKOW YILIOKOM Ha NI, OH Cpa3y
TIOHSJT, ToYeMy J1OproH Tak cebs Bemer.

"Pa3Be g He npocui Te6s1 He 3aX0AUTh B MO0 KOMHATY?" ['eKaTe HaXMyPUJICS U He BBITTISET
BECEJIBIM, KOT7la 3a7jaBajl BOIIPOC IEeBYIIKeE.

IeByIKa HagyIach, YCIBIIIAB 3TO, ¥ IOMbITaNach #300pa3uTh HEBUHHOCTE: "TH Tak CKa3al, HO
X03s51MKa MPOoJoJIKalia HacTauBaTh, UTOOH! g XK ana TeOs B TBOel KOMHaTe".

['ekaTe MOKa3asI0Ch, YTO OH [JOIKEH OBIJT 0XKUOATh YEeTr0-TO MOg00HOTO.

"X0351MH, THl 3HAEIb 3Ty 31yI0 BeAbMy...?!" cripocun [IOproH, ¥ B TOJI0Ce ero 3By4al yxKac, 4YTO
3acTtaBuio ['ekaTa 3agyMaThCsa O TOM, YTO CAeJlaja C HUM 3Ta OeBYIIKA.

"OHa u3geBajach Hag To60#?"

c mMoGOMBITCTBOM CIIpoCcHia I'ekaTa, YyBCTBYsI ce6si HEMHOTO YIUBIEHHOH IIPU OTHON TONBKO MBICIH O
TOM, YTO 9Ta MaJIeHbKas JeBOYKa M3[eBaeTCs Hall TAKUM CYLIECTBOM, KOTOPOe MOXKET YOUTh ee B
11000¥ MOMEHT.

"TocioguH, noBepbTe MHE!  He coenana HUYEro mjaoxoro! A mpocTo xoTena MOUTPaTh C BalllUM
MUJIBEIM MajleHbKuM nutomiem!" [leBouKa 3aluuinanach, mpexne yeM [LoproH yciesn 4To-TO CKa3aTh B
otBeT: "Ho oH Bce BpeMs yOeraet".

I'ma3a ['ekaTsl Cy3uIuCh, KOTrma OH YCIIBIIIAT 3TO, ¥ OH CIIPOCHUII C IOZ03PpeHueM: "Thl CIIBIIIUIIE
ero?".

"A?" [leByIIKa HaKJIOHUIIA T'OJIOBY B 3aMellIaTe/IbCTBE, YCIIbIIIAB 3TOT BOIIPOC, U HECKOJIBKO pa3
MOPTHYJIa, Ipexk/e 4YeM IT0KayaTh TOJI0BOM: "¢ He MOTY, HO THI BHITJISIAEN TaK, OYATO MOXKeIb" .

'exaTe mokKa3ayoch, YTO OH He COBCEM IIOBEPUJI JeByIlKe, [I09TOMY OH ITIOCMOTpel Ha [loproHa u
CHOBa 3ajas Bompoc: "OHa MOXKeT TOBOPUTH C TOOOH?"

"KoneuHo, He MoxeT! Ecnu Ol 9Ta Tymas KapTodenanHa MOrjia MeHs MOHSTh, OHa ObI He CTaJla Tak
HACTOMYHMBO IEITAThCS MOTIAaAUTh BEJIMKOTO uMIepaTtopal"

"OHa mBITaNack NoraaguTh Tebs?" ['ekaTe yIUBUIICS ellle 00Jblle, KOTHa MOMHSI I'0JIOBY X TOCMOTPET
Ha [IeBYIIKY.

IIeBOouKa Hagysach, u3beras BCTpevyaThCs B3TNSAoM ¢ ['ekaToit, u Tuxo mpobopmoTasna: "4 meITanack
IIOTJIaOUTh €ro, IOTOMY 4YTO OH MUJIBIM..."

OTa meByIIKa OeiCTBUTENbHO OblyIa II0JTHA CIOPIIPU30B, U KOTaa ['ekaTe yIanoch yCIbIIaTh
KOMMEHTapuil IeBYIIKH, OH IIOCMOTPEJI BHU3 U, Ka3aJloCh, MBICJIEHHO ocyau [loproHa.

Kaxk Takoe M0xKeT OBITE... MUJIEIM?!

Heyxemnu y 3TO! IeBYIIKY OeUCTBUTEJIBHO BCe B IIOPSALKE C TOJI0BOU?!



T'ekaT B3OOXHYJ, 3aTalKuBas [JOproHa BHYTPh HOTOM, U 3aKPHIT 3a C060i IBEPb, TIOCTIE Yero
TIOMOIIETT K CTOJTY ¥ HETOPOILIMBO CHSIJI TIJIAlll, YCeJICs Ha KPOBaTh U MEPEKUHYII TPAaBYIO HOTY Yyepe3
JIEBYIO.

Ero rnasa cy3wauch Ha OeBYIIKY, ¥, Ka3aJioCh, 9TO 3aCTABUIIO €€ II0OYYBCTBOBATh ce06si HEMHOTO
0EeCIIOKOUHO.

IOproH MPOTUCHYJICS IO KPOBaTh ¥ CHOBA CIIPSTAJICA OT [EBYIIKY, UCIOJL3Ys ['ekaTy Kak Oapnep,
YTOOB! OTTOPOOUTLCS OT HEe.

"“ThI 3Haellb, YTO 3TO 3a CYLIEeCTBO?" IMOAO3PUTEJIbHO CIIpocuia ['ekaTa, ¥ JeByllKa, KUBHYB I'OJI0BOM,
IIPOTJIOTHIIA.

"KoHeuHO, g 3Ha10".
"Tvl 3Haeb?"
l'ekaTa nopgHSI OPOBYU U ITOCMOTPEI TakK, CJIOBHO €My OBIJIO TPYIHO €M IIOBEPUT.

"Torga ckaxu MHe, KT0 oH?" cripocus ['ekaTe ¢ He0OOJIbIIOM YIRIOKOM Ha JIUIle, KOTOpasi, Ka3ayiocCh,
Opa3Huia ee.

"OH OOUH U3 TeX CTaphIX ALIePUL-TIEPEePOCTKOB!" YBePEHHO BOCKJIUKHYJIA JEByIIKa.

"X0351MH, MOTY JIK g YOUTh ee?" cupocui [IoOproH, ¥ Ha 3TOT pa3 B €ro rojoce Ipo3Bydasa obuaa, u B
HeM 0oJibilie He OBITIO CTpaxa.

['ekaTe Ha HECKOJIbKO MUHYT IIOTEPSII lap pe4y, MeIJIeHHO BIUTHIBas €e CJI0Ba, U KOTfia OH,
HaKOHEI], OTTPaBUJICS OT III0Ka, TO PAa3pa3uiICsi CMEXOM.

[eByIIKa CKpecTula PyKU Ha TPyOU ¥ HaXMypHUjach, yBULEB, YTO MyKUMHA CMEETCS Haf Heu:
"TloueMy THI Tak cMeellbcsa? Pa3Be g He mpaBa?"

['exaT mmoKayaJs rojioBOM, IPOAOJIXKASA CMEeSIThCS, U CKa3al MeXOy NpUcTynaMu cMexa: "Tol mpaBa! Thl
mpaB! JTo smepua-nepepocTok!”

Amepunia-nepepocroxk, "..."
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