I'ekaTe HEOCO3HAHHO OTCTYIIUJI HAa34][, TaK KaK eMy CTaJI0 HEMHOI'O He II0 cebe, Kora OH YCIIBIIIaJI
CMeX 3TOT'O YeJIOBEKd, CJIOBHO TOT BHE3aIIHO BOOXHYII BECEeJIAIINY ras.

"KoneuHo, s1 OvI 3Ha!" rPOMKO BOCKITUKHY PaBeH, ¥ Ha 3TOT pPa3 B €ro CJI0BaX MIPO3ByYasio MHOTO
aMonui, u I'ekate ObUT yBEPEH, YTO OH HE IIPOCTO BHIAyMaJl 3TO.

"TloTomy 4TO OH OBLTT yOUT 3TUM yOmogkoMm! Xaxaxa... Tak riyno! Ero tak nerko younu! Xaxaxa...
Kak oH MoxkeT BepHYTbCa?! CTapuK OyOeT CIUIIKOM CMYIIEH, YTOOH BEPHYThCS!"

3pauku ['eKaThl, Ka3a0Ch, Cy3UJIUCh, KOTHA OH YCIIHIILIAJ €70, U OH He MOT OTHeNIaThCs OT
OLIyIIEeHMS, YTO 3a STUMHU CJI0OBaMH, KOTOPHIE BHIKPUKKBa BOpoH, KpoeTcs Kakasi-To 6oee riybokas
UCTOPHUS.

OTO0 3ByYaso MOYTH TakK XKe, Kak ecyu Obvl... OH OB 61M30K K BemukoMy Oprouy.

"BrI Te, KTO HU4Yero He 3HaeT! Boobule Huuero! KTo-To Harmiena Kakyo-TO 4yIilh, a BEl Bce moBepuu!"
PaBen BOpyr Hauan oOBUHSATE ['€KaTy, ¥ BCe BOKPYT 3aMOT4alid, HACTOPOXKEHHO Ty Ha PaBeHa u
'ekaTy, KOTOpHIE BHITJISIAENN TaK, CIIOBHO BOT-BOT HAYHYT OpPaThCH.

KoHeuHO, He 4acTO CITy4asoch, YTOOH YIeHbl TUIBOUN CEPbe3HO PYTAUCh APYT C OPYrOM, HO
IIOCKO/IBKY ['ekaTa u PaiBeH ObIM HOBUYKAMU B THIbAUU, He ObIIO HUYETO YOUBUTEIHLHOTO B TOM,
YTO YV HUX BO3HUKIIM Pa3HOTJIACHSI.

"BopoH, ycnokoics", - B3moxHyB, ['ekaTe morjaagui ce6s 1Mo rojioBe, MBITasiCh Pa3psiauTh 00CTAHOBKY,
HO 9TO0 OBLIO OEeCII0JIe3HO.

PaBeH 3akpuyan: "[loueMy g gonKeH ycnokausaThcsa?! f He Xxouy ycrokauBaThCs!"

"Tlotomy 4ToO..." ['eKaTa IOTHS TOJIOBY ¥ IOMXKaJ I'yOHI, TTISAS MyKUYKWHE IIPSIMO B I'Jla3a, ¥ OTBETHI,
TIOBBICKB T'0JIOC, YTOOBI OBITH I'poMue BopoHa: "ThI ycTpauBaelb 3mech ciieHy! Pa3Be oHa He cKa3ana
Tebe mepxkaTh MUccHio B cekpeTe?! [IbgHCTBO He gaeT Tebe moBofa Tak ceds Bectu! Tebe mydiie
3aTKHYThCS, ITI0Ka OHa He y3Hana!"

PaBeH B LI0Ke 3aXJIOMHYJI POT, YCIIbIIIAB 3TO, ¥ HEBUHHO MOPTHYJI, CJIOBHO PeOEHOK, KOTOPOT'0 CYpPOBO
OTpYTasl YYUTEJIb.
['ekaTe GBI HEMHOTO YOUBIIEH TEM, YTO KPAYaTh B OTBET Ha MYKUMHY 0Ka3ajloCh TOPa3Mo Moje3Hee,

9eM IMIPOCTO ITBITATHCSA YCIIOKOUTH €Ir0 MATKHUM PAa3roBOPOM.

PaBeH HHM3KO OIyCTHJI TOJIOBY, ¥ ['eKaTe He 3Hall, 0 Y4eM OyMaeT 3TOT YeJIOBEK, HO MpexkKie YeM OH
yCIIeJI CIIPOCUTH MJIM CKa3aTh YTO-HUOYIb ellle, OH YCbIInal, Kak PaBeH mpoOopMoTar.

"Ho MHe BCero ceMHap1aTk... [loueMy MHe HeJb3s XKajioBaThcs...?" THX0 mpobopMoTaln BopoH, HO Tak
KaK B TWJIBJWU B 9TOT MOMEHT OBLIJIO 0YeHb TUX0, ['eKaTe yanoch ero yCIbIIaTh.

'na3a I'ekathl cnerka pacUIMpuiInCh, ¥ Ha CEKyHAY OH 3aCOMHEBAJICS, IPABUJIBHO U OH PACCIIIIA.
OH ormnsanen BopoHa ¢ HOT [0 T'OJIOBHI, CJIOBHO IIBITASICh YOEOUTHCS, JIXKET I BOpoH unu Her.
"Tel yBepeH B 3TOM?" C He[oBeprueM crpocus ['ekara.

[TockombKy PaBeH Bcerga HOCHII ITOJIyMAacKy ¥ (pHOJIETOBRIH IIIAlll, TPYIHO OBIJIO 3aMETUTh CTPOEHHE
ero Tena, na ¥ ['ekaTta He oOpalranaa Ha 3TO 0CO60T0 BHUMAaHUS.



OpnHako TEeIIepPb, KOTraoa BOpOH CKa3aj 9T0, ['ekaTte IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha HEeT0 U ITIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, 9YTO BOpOH
OEeNCTBUTEIbHO BHITIIOAUT MOJIOMO.

"3aueMm MHe nrate?!" orBeTun PaBeH, riuaas Ha ['ekary.
'exaT He 3HaJ, CMESATHCA €My UJIY IJIaKaTh B 3TOT MOMEHT.

"TrI, KOHEYHO, Befellb ce0st He KaK CeMHAIIaTUIeTHUN IMOOPOCTOK", - IPOKOMMEHTHPOBas ['ekaT, He
3agyMbIBasich 06 9TOM, OJHAKO, XOTS €T0 Cj0Ba ObIIM CKa3aHH JIETKO, PaBeH, II0X0xke, HUYYTh HE
BIIEYAT/IUJIICS.

"OT10 He Mos BuHA!" PaBeH TyT XKe MONLITANCS 3alUTUTLCS: "Ecnu 1 He Oyny BecTu celsl Kak
B3pOCJIBIY, 1 CTAHYy HeygayHUKoM!"

Vcneimas 310, ['ekaTe He MOT He 3aXUXUKaTh, X B 9TOT MOMEHT IIbIHEIN PeliBeH NeiCTBUTENLHO BeJl
ce04 Kak XaJIo0HLIY CeMHaOllaTUIETHUN COIIJISK.

"Kak Thl MOXKEIIb CMeSAThCS Halo MHOM, KOT[la THl CaM Takou xke?!" KpukHyN1 BOpOH, yBUAEB peaKIIUio
I'ekaTsl.

'exaTe MOPTHYJ B 3aMelllaTeNIbCTBE, YCIIHIIIAB 9TO, U MOKa3asl Ha cebs, crpamnuBas: "dA? Kak MbI
MOXKeM OBITh OMHAKOBHIMU?".

"Trl TaKKe Befellb cebs Tak, Kak OynTo Tebe 0KOJI0O TPUOIATH JIeT UIIM YTO-TO Bpoae Toro!"

PaBen GBICTPO 3dMETHJI 3TO, XU K 9TOMY MOMEHTY ['ekate OBLI YBE€DEH, YTO PaBen He IIPOCTO IIBSAH,
YUYUTHBIBAA TOT (baKT, YTO OH COBEPIIEHHO HE KOHTPOJINPOBAJL CBOM SI3HIK.

HepBbIM l'[06y}KJJ,'eHI/IeM 'ekatsl OBLIO e1rie OoJIbIIe CMYTHUTBCA, KOT'Da OH OTKPHIII POT, YTOOHI
COO6H.II/ITB PaBeHy, YTO 3TO ITIOTOMY, 4YTO €My Ha CaMOM [eJjie OKOJIO OBagaTu, HO, K C4aCThkIO, ['ekate
yOalloCbk OCTAHOBUTH ce0s nmpezxne, 4eM CJIOBa CJIETEeJIN C ero A3EBIKa.

"A erre THI BCe elrle mOOpocTOoK!" PaBeH mMpomoKat xkanoBaTecs: "[IoueMy TH Bemels ce0st Tak
B3POCJI0, Korzia Tebe CTONIBKO XKe JIEeT, CKOJIbKO U MHe?! Pa3Be 3TO He IIOTOMY, UTO MEI
OOMHaKOBLHIE?!"

CkazaTs, uTo ['eKaTe MUIIMIICS Japa peuu, ObIo mpeyMeHbiIeHrneM. OH ITOCMOTPEN Ha ce0st ¥ yBUAET
Teno Anbduyca, KOTOPHIH Ha caMOM fejie OBl TOIPOCTKOM.

[IpokmnaThe...

l'ekaTe Tak ygqoOHO YCTPOUJICS B 3TOM HOBOM Tejle, YTO MHOTAA fAaxe 3a0kIBajl, YTO 3TO TEJI0
IPUHAMJIEXKUT IOTPOCTKY.

BHe3zamnHas MEBICIIb IIpHUIiljia €My B I'OJIOBY, X XOTs OHA COBEPIIEHHO HE OTHOCHUJIACHh K TeKYIHefI TEeMeE,
I'ekaTe Bce PaBHO ITOYYBCTBOBAJI cebst HEMHOTO CTpPaHHO, KOI'la IIPeaCTaBHUII €€.

CeropHs OH yrpoxaj MHOTUM JIIOOAM... Tak HeyKesu BCce OHU BULENU [IOAPOCTKA U MOJTy4YUIu OT
HEro yrpossl...?!

Korga I'ekaTe myman 00 3TOM, OH He MOT He YyBCTBOBATh ceOsi HEMHOT'O HEJIOBKO M OOMIHO 3a JII0OeH,
KOTOPBIM OH yTPOXKaJjl. BONBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX OBIIA B3POCIBIMYU JTIOObME, KOTOPHIX HAIyTasl U 3amyrall
IIPOCTOM TTOAPOCTOK... Ecnu Ol ['ekaTe OBITT Ha UX MECTE, TO X eMy caMoMy OblyIo ObI HEJIOBKO.



"MBI TOX0XKH... MBI CTUIIKOM T0X0kKu! THI Be[lb TOZKE COTJIACUIICS C 3TUM", - HAXMYPUBIIKUCE, HOOABUI
PetiBeH, u ['ekaTe B3OOXHYJI, YCBIIIAB 3TO.

My4rHa BAPYT MOHSJ, II0YeMy PaBeH Tak 3aMHTEPECOBAJICS UM.

CeMHafIIaTAIETHUM TIOAPOCTOK, KOTOPHIH BeJl cebOs Tak, OyATO OH CTapIlle U MyAapee BCEX, KOTO
BCcTpeya... [Jlaxe ['ekaTe OblIo OBl MHTEPECHO Y3HATH IMOOOJIbIIIE O TAKOM CTPAaHHOM PeOEeHKE.

['exaTe B3[OXHYJI, IBITAsICh CKPHITH CBOE CMyleHue: " nmoHuMaw. Mel noxoxu. [ToiigeM Teneps.
XBaTUT yCTpauBaTh 3[ECh CLIEHY".

PsiiBeH HaXMypHUIICS, YCIBIIIAaB 9TO, HO KOTJa OH OTJIAMAENICS U YBUOEI BCEX JTIOled, KOTOpPhIEe
CMOTpEeNH Ha HUX, OH KUBHYJI I'0JIOBOM, coryiamasck ¢ ['ekatou: "Ilommu".

Ha CEKYHIY MaJIbYUKY II0KA3aJIOCh, YTO OH BHE3AITHO IIPOTPE3BEITI.

CHauaJia OHHU OOJIXKHEI OBUTH [MOJIOKUTEH Kelnmu, mpexme 4eM OTIPaBUTLCS JOMOM, HO Koraa ['ekare
yBU[eN, 4To PeliBeH cpa3y :Ke HalpaBUJICA K JBEPU, OH IIOHSJI, YTO 3TO ObINa UIITIIO3US - IYMaTh, UTO
MaJbuMK IIPOTPE3BETL.

[TocMmoTpeB Ha perucTpaTypy, ['ekaTe 061er4eHHO B3JOXHY ¥ KUBHYJI, CJIOBHO IIBITAsiCh COOOLIUTE
paboTaBIleEMy TaM YeJIOBEKY, UTO Teleph OH OTIPABUTCS [OMOii. ['ekaTe OBITT yBEpPeH, UTO
agMUHUCTPATOp 00513aTEIbHO IIepefacT 3T0 coobienue Kemnnu.

PeliBeH BHIIIET IEPBHIM, a [eKaTe aKKypaTHO pacpaBul Oymary, KoTopas o 3Toro Oblyia CJI0KeHa B
BHJIE JIONOYKH, TIOCJIe 4ero yopan OyMary o6paTHO B IIAMKY ¥ MTOCTIENOBA 3a PeiiBeHOM.

"Ou!" - kamngauyn ['ekaTe, mpexae YeM OKJIMKHYTh MaJjiburKa, HO BopoH moBen ce0s Tak, CIIOBHO
BHE3AaITHO OTJIOX, YTO 3aCTaBUJIO ['eKaTe HaXMypUTECH.

"Trl UTHOPUPYEIIh MeHs?" cripocun ['ekate 1 cCHOBa OB TPOUTHOPUPOBAH MabuYUKOM.

['exaTe B3[OXHYJI, ©30 BCEX CUJI CTapasiCh He 3JIUTHCS, ¥ CO CIIOKOWHOU AYIIOX CHenas TO, 0 4eM
HUKOTTIa He myMail.

OH [elCTBUTEIBbHO OTPYOUJICSI U3BUHUTHCA. .. !
"9T0 OBlZIa MOSI BUHA, TPOCTUTE".

PaBeH BHe3aIllHO OCTAHOBUJICS Ha MeCTe, U ITIOCKOJIbKY MaJIbuMK CTOSJI CIIMHOM K ['eKaTe, TOT IOHSITHS
He MMeJl, KaKoe BhIpaxkeHue ObII0 Ha nuile PaBeHa, Korma OH OCTAHOBUIICS.

I'ekaT TOXKe OCTaHOBUJIICA U 3dCYHYJI DYKH B KaPDMaHBEI, OKHOad, 9YTO BOpOH CheJlaeT UJIl CKazxKeT.

"Thl HeHaBUOUIIL MEHS, HEe TaK JIU?" TUXO cIpocui PaBeH, U BOIIpOC MPO3ByYasl TakK HEOXKHUOaHHO,
yTo ['eKaTe Ha LieNy0 MUHYTY IIOTEPSI fap PeUH, IIOBTOPSS €r0 B yMe.

"IToueMy THI TaK FOBOPUIL..."
"THl HEHABUIUIIL MEHS. ITO SICHO KaK [IeHb", - BHe3aIllHO 000pBa cjioBa I'ekaThl BopoH.

IIA?II



YcnmiaB oT0, I'ekaTe CKpPEeCTHUI 6p0BI/I " He MOT IIOHSATH, O YeM OyMalJl PageH, Korga TOBOPHUII 3TO.

l'ekat Hagyn ry0Obl ¥ KMBHYJ T'OJIOBOY, & Yepe3 MUHYTY IIPOCTO corniacuiics: "Tel mpas... Ho u He
npaB. Tel MHe He HPaBUILILCS, HO g Te0s U He HeHaBUXKY".

"Torma ato 6e3pa3nuyue?” cupocusl BopoH, He MOTPYOUBIINCE 00EPHYTHCS.

['exaT B3[IOXHYJI, YCIIBIIIIAB STOT BOIIPOC, X OTBETHUIL: "OTO TOXKe He TakK. f coriaceH, 4To 110 KaKOU-TO
IIpUYMHEe THL MHE He HpaBulllbcad. He cnpamrBai, noyeMy, IOTOMY 4YTO S ¥ CaM He 3Halo, 4YTO
KUMEHHO".

IIA?II

"THl He cHeNlan HUYEro 0CO6eHHOT0, YTO BhI3BajI0 OBl MOIO HETIPHSI3Hb, HO 110 KaKOU-TO IPUYKHE 5 He
MOTY OTI€JTaThCS OT OIUYIIEHHUS, YTO HaM IIPOCTO HE CYKOEHO YKUTHCS OPYT C Apyrom".

"3HauuT, HUYEro He MOoAesaellb... Thl 3TO X04elllb CKa3aTh?" TUX0 crpocun PaBeH, u ['ekaTe BOpyT
II0Ka3aJI0Ch, UYTO OH HE [0JIKeH ObITh TaKUM YEeCTHBEIM C Ma/JIbiMKOM, OHAKO, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH BCE
PaBHO OKa3aJICA YECTEH C HUM.
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