"U-gT0?" MyxKuuHa OBIJI HEMHOT'0 HallyraH PocToM ['eKaThl, KOTopas Obljia SIBHO BHIIIE €r0, HO OH BCE
ellle fiefial BUM, 4TO He BoNHyeTcsl. OMHAKO HeJlb3s OBIJI0 CKa3aTh, YTO OH XOPOIIO0 IPUTBOPSIIICS, TaK
KaK cTpax ObIJT BUIEH B €ro I'a3ax.

"¢l u3 Tex mope, KOTOPHIX HeJIerko 06MaHyTh", - MporoBopui I'ekarta, maBast OTBET Ha IPEObIAYIITHI
BOIIPOC MYKYHKHHI.

"A Temeph CKaXWUTe MHE, KTO U3 Bac 00/1ajjaeT CioCOOHOCTHI0O MEHSTh KapTh'", - [eKaTe maxe He man
MyKYUHE BpeMeHM Ha TO, YTOOBI YTO-TO CKa3aTh, 3a/laBasi BOIIPOC CO BCEU CEPHE3HOCTHIO.

Ycnelas BOIPOC, MyK4YWHa TYT XKe CTJIOTHY ¥, I0X0XKe, HEMHOT0 UCITyTaJics, II0KadyaB I'OJIOBOU 1
3aMKasach: "O 4yeM TH roBopuinb? O KaKuX MEHSIOIINX KapTax?"

['ekaTa B3OOXHYJI, TJISIAS Ha JTUI0 OeMHOTO Kela: "3adyeM Thl IBITAeIbCsl OTHSATh ¥ MEHS BpeMs?
Ecnu 51 3apaio Te0e BOIIPOC, TH laelllb MHE OTBET, Pa3Be He TakK BCE YCTPOEHO?".

['ekaTe IOCMOTPEIT HA YeJI0BEKa, KOTOPHIA OTKA3BIBAJICSI TOBOPHUT.

W3-3a criuHbl ['eKaThl OTYETIIMBO CIIBIIIAJICS TOJI0C APYTOro IapHs CO CIIOMaHHOM pyKou: "He mrytu
Tak! O KaKUX MEeHSIOIIUX KapTaX Thl TOBOpHUIL?! Y Hac 060uxX HEeT HUKAKUX CIIOCOOHOCTEMH!"

['ekaTa HaXMypUJICS, YCTIBIIIAB 9TO, ¥ IIOCMOTPEJ BHU3 Ha 4eJloBeKa, KOTOPHIN, Ka3asioch, KaTaics 110
3eMJie, ILITasICh YHATHL 0O0JIb B PYKeE.

"Tak 51 310?" cupocun ['ekar, npexpue yeM HACTYIUTh Ha PYKy MYXKYUHEL U [I0YTU Pa3gaBUTh €0
TaJIbIIEL IO CBOMM OOTHHKOM: "THl YBEPEH, UTO 3TO YyIIb?".

Crapuk u3gasn KpuK 00Jd, U3-3a KOTOPOTO Bompoc ['eKaThl Mpo3ByYar IOYTH HECIIBIIIHO.

"Brl MOXX€eTe IIPOBEPUTH, TOCIIOLUH". BTOPOU OIyCTHUJICS Ha KOJIeHU U cxBaTull ['ekaTta 3a HOTY,
CJIOBHO YMOJISISI €r0 OTIIYCTUTh CTapuKa. Ka3anocs, BCe ero nosefieHue U3MEHUIIOCh 38 HECKOJIBKO
CEKYHJ II0CJIe TOT0, KaK OH YBUIEJ, UTO ero MapTHep MOJIyUnJI IepejioM PYKU U Pa3fpobieHHbe
IaJIbIIEL.

I'ma3a 'ekaTa Cy3unucCh, KOTHA OH YCJIBIIIAJ 9TO, HO eMy IoTpe0oBaach MUHYTA, YTOOB OTBETHUTS:
"Tak y11 9T0?".

O6a KUBHYJIM TOJI0BaMHU B YHUCOH, Kak Obl 00ellasi, YTO UX CII0BAaM MOXKHO JOBEPSTh.

I'ekate YJ'[BIGHyJ'ICH, YBHUIEB 3TO, U €T 0 I'Jla3a OTrJIdgelIn HGGOHBU.IYIO AYOUTOPHIO, COﬁp&BLT.IYI-OCH 30€eCh.
M3HavyanbHO OHK OBLIH 30€eChb, YTOOBI HaACJIaOUTBCA d3aPTHBIMU UT'PDAMH, HO TellePb OHU HEO2KUIOAHHO
CTaJIi CBUOETEIIsIMH 4ero-TO elle Oomee WHTEPEeCHOro.

"Torpa KTo ke 3T0?" rpoMKO cupocun ['ekaTta, 4ToOH Bce chbimany: "KTo 3Ta MajeHbKas KphICca,
KOTOpas MoAMeHM Ia MOM KapThl? BeIXo[uTe, ITOKa 51 ellle BeXKJIMBO IIPOLIy Bac".

BrionHe ecTeCTBEHHO, YTO HUKTO He BHIIIEN, ¥ YIBI0Ka ['eKaThl MpeBpaTHiach B XMYPHIN B3TJIS,
KOr[a OH 3aroBOPHJI, CIIpamuBad: "4 monaraio, Kpbica HEMHOT'O CTECHSIETCS? BRI3bIBAEIIbCS
IIOOXOTUTHLCSA HA HUX BMECTO MeHS?"

HukTO He 3Ham, KTO IIPOTJIOTUII TTIOTKY, HO OBLIIO TAaK THUXO, 4YTO JaXe 3BYK I'JIOTKa OBITT CIIBIIIIEH
OTYETIINBO.



"Tak ThI X04elllb, YTOOHI S TUYHO MIPHUIIEST ¥ IPOBEPUI?" HAaXMYyPHUBIINCE, cCIipocuia ['ekaTa, u
HEKOTOPhIE, CTOSIBIIKE C3a[Hd, faXkKe MMOJyMal O TOM, YTOOH B 9TOT MOMEHT He3aMeTHO c6exKaTh, HO
Kak Morja ['ekaTta Tak IpoCTO OTIIYCTUTH UX?

"He nriTaiiTech yoexkaTh. Eciu BEl pemnTe y6exaTh, 51 yObIO Bac IEPBLIM, laXkKe €CJIU Bbl He KphIca".

Te, KTO IIOBEPHYIJICA U IIPUTOTOBUJICA YIIN3HYTH, TYT K€ OCTAHOBUJINCH, YCJIBIIIAB 3TO, 1 OCTAJINCh
XKJaTh Ha CBOMX MecCTaX, I'/Idasa Ha ['ekaTes u ero CjoBa.

"HUTakK, KTo 13 Bac?" ['ekaTe OTnsAmesics BOKPYT, U Ka3ajoCh, YTO MyK4YMHA aHaIU3UPYeT UX JIUIIQ,
OJHAKO ero rja3a BpeMs 0T BpeMeHH Opocasy B3I Ha IBYX CTAPUKOB, IIPOCTO YTOOH! YBUAETH, Ha
KOTr0 OHHA CMOTPST.

910 OBIT0 Oecco3HaTeIbHOE TToBeneHre. Eciu Obl BBl 3HAIH, KTO 3TO CHeJaj, Ballly I'Jla3a CMOTPEeIH
OBl Ha TI0JIO3PEBAEMOT0 Yalre, 4yeM BaM OBl 9TOr0 XOTEeJIOCh, ¥ KUMEHHO 9TO IMIPOMCXOINIIO B HAHHBIH
MOMEHT.

OnuH U3 OBYX MYXKYHH OBIJT y2Ke B TAKOM COCTOSTHUHM, YTO HE MOT CMOTPETh ¥ TPATUTh CBOIO 9HEPTHUIO
Ha KOT'0-TO eIlle, B TO BPeMsI KaK y IPYroro Ha JI0y BEICTYIIHII XOJIOAHBIM MTOT, KOTHAa OH TO U OEJI0
Opocar B3I/ Ha ONpeieIeHHOTO Y4eloBeKa.

He HyXHO ObIJI0 OBITH TeHUEM, YTOOH [OrafaThCs, KTO 9Ta KPhICa, a Jaxe ecyu Obl ¥ HYKHO OBLIO
OLITE reHueM, ['ekaTe OBLI OBI O0JIEE YeM CUACT/IUB CUUTATEL ceOs reHreM 3a 3TO.

['ekaTe HACBUCTHIBAJ MEJIONIO, Ieflasi HeCKOJIbKO IIIaroB BIEPe, U JIIONU Iepen HUM
IIOCTOPOHUIIMCEH, HEPBHO IIPOKJIagbIBasi eMy JOPOTY.

[Taru My>K4YUHEL OCTAHOBUJIUCH [IePEN eAUHCTBEHHEIM YeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIM He OTOLIET B CTOPOHY.
"Tak 9T0 GBI TEI?" cipocuy ['ekaTa ¢ HeOOJIBIION YXMBITTKOM.

[lepen HUM CTOSsJIa AEBYILIKA, KOTOPOU Ha BUf ObLIO efiBa ceMHaAuaTh neT. OHa Oblla ofeTa B
TSKeJBN 6e3pa3MepHEIN TEMHO-CEPHIM Kapaural ¢ 0OBIYHEIMU CBOOOOHEIMY OpiloKaMu u Oeson
pyOaikoi BHyTpH. Ee BoyloCk OBLIM TEMHEE CaMOT0 TEMHOI'0 YePHOT0 1IBeTa, KOTOPEIY ['ekaTe Korya-
nu60 BUOEN, U MyXK4YrHa He OB yBepeH, ObLI M 3TO IIPOCTO €CTECTBEHHBIM TEMHBIM LIBET MU 3TO
Oblyia MITI03USI TEMHOTHI, BEI3BaHHAS IIJIOXMM OCBEIIEHUEM B 3TOM MECTE.

Ee manbibl TepeGuiy OO0 KapauraHa, yKas3hiBas Ha TO, YTO OHA SIBHO HEPBHUYAET ¥ HEMHOTO
6ouTCs, OMHAKO, TOCKOJIbKY OHA JiepKaJia JIUI0 OMyLUIeHHEIM, 00paIleHHEIM K 3eMyie, [‘ekaTe He GBI
yBEPEH, KaKoe BhIpaxkeHue OBITIO Ha ee JIHIIE.

"¢l 3aman Tebe Bompoc, MajieHbKas Kphica", - CHOBA 3aroBOPHII ['eKaT, He MOy4YUB OT OEBYIIKU
HUKAaKOI'0 CJIOBECHOTO OTBETA.

"C-cap, mOoXKaIy#iCcTa, IPOCTUTE MEHS", - IeBYIIKa He cTajia 60JIblile HUYero rOBOPUTH, a Cpa3y ke
M3BUHUIIACH TTepef ['eKaTe 3a TO, UTO MbITallach 00MaHyTh €ro.

FekaT yCMeXHYJICSI, KUBHYB T'OJIOBOM U NMIpUHUMas U3BUHEHUS: "ThH [OMKHA U3BUHUTHCS, HO
MaJieHbKas KphICa, 3TO HE Ta MPUYHMHA, IT0 KOTOPOH s X0Tel HauTu Tebs1. TBOM M3BUHEHUS HUYETO
IJIsT MeHsI He 3HauaTt".

".." - mponeneTaa AeBYIIKa, 3aMETHO B3POTHYB OT CTpaxa, U 3TO 3acTaBuiio ['eKaTa 3afilyMaThCs, HE



OBIJIM JTH €T0 CJIOBA CIUIIKOM PE3KUMHU.

OH, KOHEYHO, He X0TeJl ee HanyraTb, HO, TaK UJIK MHA4Y€, UMEHHO 3TOT0 OH 1 ,]IO6I/IB&HCH.
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