3aun 3axUXMKaJ, BUMS TaKylo 3a0aBHYIO peakinio I'ekaTa: "T'ocnoguH, 60STLCS HEYero".

l'ekat PEe3KO0 BOOXHYII, TTIANM Ha JIMIO XKEHIMUHEI, KOTOPO€E OBIJIO ITOYTH He BHOHO M3-3a TEMHOTEL
9TOTr'0 MeCTa.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OHa MeNCTBUTENBHO BHITIISIIeNIa KakK MPU3pak, u Kak Obl ['eKaTe He 00SINICS MPU3PAKOB,
OH BCe PaBHO HE MOT He IOYYBCTBOBAThH IPOKb B ITO3BOHOYHUKE, TaK KakK eMy ObIJII0O HEMHOT'0 XYTKO.

"KTo 9T0?" crpocuna XeHIMHa, He CBOf ria3 ¢ ['ekara.

['exaTe CrioTHYJ, CHOeNaB ellle OOUH IIar Ha3afg.

"A! TeTsi, 95TO HOBBI}M XUJIEL, KOTOPOTO 5 IOXUTHUJI U3 pecTopaHa!" BOCKIUKHYI 3aull.
"Xm?" ZKeHIIMHA CIIyCTUIIACH C TOTONKa, "Heyxenu? Xopouas paboTa."

"Be3 mpobnem!" 3acusin 3aui, ¥ gaxe B TeMHOM Kopupope ['eKaTa IMOYyBCTBOBAsIa, YTO JIUIIO
MYKYUHBI 3aCHUSJI0 SPKOCTBIO THICSYM 3BE3[] II0CTIe TOTr0, KaK 3Ta XKEeHIIKWHA Ccliefajia eMy TaKou
KOMITJIUMEHT.

"Kak Te0s 30ByT?" B omMH MOMEHT KeHIK1Ha Obllla B HECKOJIbKMX METpPax OT Hero, HO B MTHOBEHHE
OKa ee JTUII0 0Ka3aJIoCh BCET0 B HECKOIbKUX [I0MMax OT Nnulla ['ekaTsl, KOrfa OHa 3afaa BOmpoc.

['ekaTe 3a[IOXHYJICS, TaK KaK y HET0 CHOBA UyTh He CIIYYWICS CepAedyHbIN NpucTyml. OH TYT Xe
OTCTYNIWJI Ha HECKOJIbKO II1aroB Ha3afl, 6ecco3HaTeIbHO IIONHSB PYKY Ilepefnl co00i, yrpoxkas OBITh
TOTOBBIM K IpakKe.

"Kaxkoro uepra...?!" mpobopmoTasn I'ekaTa, pa3MHbIIsisi, He Pa3bITPHEIBAIOT JIX €T0 I'Ia3a.

"Xm? Takoli HeBeXKJIMBBEIM 4yesoBeK. [IoueMy TH BCe BpeMs ISIUIILCAI Ha MO HOTHU? { B ATH pa3
cTapiie Bac, Monofou dyenoBek! He neiTaitecs GpaupToBaTh co MHOK!" ZKeHIIMHA OTpyrania ero, u
rima3a ['ekaTsl pacCUIMPUNINCH, TaK KaK OH 3allaHUKOBAaIl.

"9T0 He TO!" OCHENIHO BOCKJIUKHYJI OH, ¥ XXEHI[MHA 3aXuXuKaa.

"3ansi, moueMy ThI He BKJIOUAelllb 3[]eCh CBET? Y Hac I'OCTh, pa3Be Thl He BUAUIIL? Byas
roctenpurMHee". JKeHIMHa MOBEPHYNIAch K 3aujly U OTpyrajia 1 ero, HoO peaklys MyK4YUHH OblTa
ropasfo CIOKOUHee, 4eM peakuus ['eKaThl.

3aun ymien, a ['eKaTe HEIOBKO CTOSJI U CMOTpeJI Ha KeHIIKUHY, ¥ KOTOPOX OBIJT 0OUeHb CTPAHHBIN
CUIIY3T.

OH He cMeJl TIOBEPUTH, UTO Ija3a ero He 00MaHBIBAIOT.

Korpa cBeT HakOHell BKIIIOYHUIICS, ['eKaTe II04yBCTBOBAJI, KaK BCe ero Tejo 3aMepIio, KOoraa OH
IIPUIIEI] K BEIBOY, YTO 3TO JEeUCTBUTENNBHO He BUHA €T0 I'a3.

OTa XKeHIIWHA... Y Hee JelCTBUTENIbHO OBIZI0 BOCEMb ITay4YbUX HOT...

Ecnu He obpamiath BHUMaHUS Ha HUKHIOI YacTh €e Tejla, OHA BHITIIsAesa Ol BIIOJIHE HOPMAJIbHO, U
I'exaTe maxke Ha3Bas OB €€ CUMIIATUYHOM MaMOM CPeNHUX JIET, HO C BOCEMbIO HOTaMM ORIIIO JOBOJIBHO
TPYOHO OTOPBATh B3TJISAM OT €€ HOT.



"KTo TBI?" HACTOPOXKEHHO CIIpOCcui I'ekaTe, ero Tejao HAIpPSTIoCh.
Ycrelas 3TOT BOIIPOC, XXKEHIMHA 3aXUXUKala.
['ekaTe OBUI HEMHOT'0 IIIOKUPOBAH ¥ HACTOPOXKEH, HO BCe Ke KUBHYJI T0JI0BOU B 3HAK COTJIACHUS.

[Tocrne TpaHCMUTpALUK B APYroM lTapajjle/IbHbBIM MUP HUYTO He IIIOKUPOBAJIo U He Imyraso ['ekaTta
[OJIblile, YeM Ha HECKOJIbKO MUHYT.

Ycnpimag 310, XKeEHIMHA IOeJIKHYIIa IIaJlblIlaMy, U OHUM MTHOBEHHO TEJIEIIOPTHUPOBAJIMCh B TOCTUHYIO,
KOTOpas BREITJIAE]Ia Iropa3n0 4YuIlle, 94eéM OCTaJIbHas 9aCThk JOMa.

['ekaTe OCTOPOXKHO CeJl Ha MMPUTOTOBJIEHHBIN IJI5T HETO CTYII.

"HUTak, jaBauTe HaYHEM C IIpeACTaBlIeHUs", - XKeHIIMHAa CeJla Ha CTYJI HallpOTUB Hero, a 3eJI BCKOpe
IIpUHEC BOCEMb IIOACTABOK I HOT.

['ekaTe mBazKIbl MOPTHYJI, TIOCKOIBKY €MY BCe ellle ObIJI0 HEITOHSTHO, YTO 3TO 3a CYIIECTRBO.
"Kak TBOe mMs, I0HOIIA?" CIIpOCuJia KEeHIIKHAa BO BTOPOKY pa3 3a [JeHb.

"Mens 30ByT ['ekarta".

JKeHIMHA BHITIAAeIa HEMHOTO VOAUBIIEHHOMU, €€ rfla3a pacimupunuch: "Tol... ['ekaTa?"

[Tpexpe ueM ['ekaTe ycresn 4TO-TO CKa3aTh B OTBET, 3@ HET'O 3aCTYNUJICS 3auil U COOOIINII XKEHIIUHE:
"TeTs1, oH He TOT ['ekaTe. Pa3Be s He roBopuil Tede yxke? ITOT yOIIOAOK..." 3aua OCTAHOBUIICS,
HaCTOPOXKEHHO B3IJIHYJI Ha ['eKaTy ¥ IOIpaBuil CBOU CJIOBa: "JTOT YeJIOBEK ykKe MepTB".

Kaszanocs, uTo mocsne toro cnopa ¢ I'ekaToi, 3aun ObUT HEMHOTO OCTOPOXKEH, YTOOH! 3JI0CJIOBUTh
Anbduyca u ['ekaTy, KOTOpHIE IPUHAAJIEXKATN K 3TOMY MUDY.

"On mepTB?" XKeHiuHa Obly1a MIOKUPOBAHA, YCIIHIIIAB 3TO.

3aun KUBHYJI IojioBoY ¥ goOaBuii: "[IpoIio yKe 04eHb MHOTO BpeMeHHU".

"O Boxe!

MHe [IeliCTBUTENHHO HYKHO YOEATh 60/IbIllle BHUMAHUS TOMY, UTO IIPOUCXOIOUT 3@ 9TUMU CTeHaMu".
3aun B3[OXHYJI, II0Ka4YaB I'0JIOBOM, 3Has, YTO 3Ta KEHIIMHA HUKOT[a He IIOKUHET STH CTEHHL.

"Torma, 'ekaTa, KoTopas He Ta ['ekaTa, 0 KOTOPOH 5 CIIBIIIAJ, II03BOJIb MHE 3afaTh Te0e elrne OmuH
BoImpoc. ITouemy THI 3mech?"

['ekaTa HaKJIOHWIA T'OJIOBY B 3aMellIaTeIbCTBE, YCIBIIIAaB 3T0: "YTO TH UMeEEIIb B BULY?"
"Pa3Be s He 1CHO copMynupoBas Bomnpoc? S mpocTo CIPOCHUI, 3a4eM THI ITPOAesian BeCh 3TOT Iy Th?"
"YroOHl CHSITH KBAPTUPY...?"

XKeHIIMHA 3aXUXUKasa, YCIbIIaB 3TOT HeyBEepEeHHEIN OTBET: "[les10 He B 9TOM, foporasd. 4 umern B
BU[Y, 3aU€eM BHI IIpHeXanu B 9TOT ropon? Kakosa Ballla I[eib?"

"Ax, 3T0!" ['eKaT OTKpPHII OBLIO POT, UTOOH! IaTh €1 OTBET, HO TYT K€ 3aMOjI4aJl, IOHAB, YTO C eT0



CTOPOHBI OBITI0 OBl TJIYIIO TaK IIPOCTO BHIZATH CEOSI.
"He x04elnh TOBOPUTH?" CIIPpOCUIIa KeHIIKMHA, TI0X0XKe, 3a0aBasch C HUM.

['ekaT 1menKHYyJ 13BIKOM, YKa3blBasd Ha CBOe JIUI0, TOYHee, Ha MacKy Ha CBoeM jule: "Pa3Be 3T0 He
OOJIZKHO CKa3aTh BaM JOCTATOYHO?"

KeHIIMHA ITOMOJI49alia MAHYTY, a IOTOM BOPYT pa3pa3uiack cMexoM: "MoJiofoii 4eioBexk, 1 He
3aflaBajla BaM HMKAKUX JIMYHBIX BOIIPOCOB. S IPOCTO MPOBEPSIIO, UTOOB! BCE MO JKUJIBIILI OBIIIH
YUCTHIMHU. f He X04y, 4TOOBI B MOEM IIpeKpacHOM floMe TpsTascs Oernelr”.

I'ekate IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KdK €TI0 I''la3a JEePHYJINCh, KOT'Ia OH YCIIBIIIAII 3TO.

OTa XKeHIMHAa MbITajlach YOeIUThCS, UTO HU ONWH Oeryell He HaugeT yOexwullla B 3TOM pa3pyLIeHHON
KBapTupe... Kak 'ekaTe momxkeH OBINT CKa3aTh €, YTO OH KaK pa3 Takou Oererir...?!

3aun 3axuxuKal, BUAS Takyio 3a0aBHYI0 peakiuio ['ekaTa: "T'ocrionus, 60sThCS He4Yero".

['ekaT pe3Ko BOOXHYJ, TJISAS Ha JIUI0 XKEHIITMHE], KOTOPOoe OBIJIO IIOYTHU He BUOHO U3-3a TEMHOTHI
9TOr0 MecCTa.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OHa MeMCTBUTENBHO BHITJISIIeNIa KakK MPU3pakK, u Kak Onl ['eKaTe He 00SITICS MPU3PAKOB,
OH BCe PaBHO HE MOT He ITOYYBCTBOBATH IPOXKb B MO3BOHOUYHUKE, TaK KaK eMy ObIII0 HEMHOT'O XKYTKO.

"Kto 9T0?" crpocuna XeHIMHa, He CBOfS ria3 ¢ ['ekara.

['ekaTe CrIoOTHYJ, CHeNaB ellle OOUH IIar Ha3afg.

"A! TeTs, 9T0 HOBBIN XKUJIel], KOTOPOTO g IIOXUTHUII U3 pecTopaHa!" BOCKJIMKHYI 3aul.
"Xm?" ZKeHIIMHA CITYCTUIIACH C TOTONKa, "Heyxenu? Xopoias paboTa."

"Be3 mpobnem!" 3acusin 3aui, ¥ gaxe B TEMHOM Kopumope ['eKaTa MOYyBCTBOBAsIa, YTO JIUILIO
MY2KYHUHBI 3aCHUSJI0 IPKOCTBIO THICSYY 3BE3[ IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK 3Ta XKeHIMHA Cchejana eMy TaKou
KOMIIJITIMEHT.

"Kak Tebs 30ByT?" B omMH MOMEHT KeHIMHA Oblla B HECKOJIBKHAX MeTpaX OT HEro, HO B MTHOBEHHE
OKa ee JIUII0 0KA3aJIoCh BCET0 B HECKOIBKUX OI0VMax OT Ntulla ['ekaTsl, KOrma OHa 3afajla BOIpoc.

['ekaTe 3aJOXHYJICS, TaK KaK Y HETO CHOBA YyTh HE CITYYMJICS CepeydHbd mpuctymn. OH TyT XKe
OTCTYIIMJI Ha HECKOJIbKO IIIaroB Ha3afl, 6ecco3HaTeIbHO MOAHSB PYKY Iepef cobol, yrpoxas ObITh
TOTOBBIM K Ipake.

"Kakoro gepra...?!" mpo6opmortan 'ekaTa, qymasi, He pa3brpHIBAIOT JIU €r0 Tila3a.

"Xm? Takou HeBeXKJIUBEIY 4esioBeK. [IoueMy THI BCe BpeMs ISIUIILCS Ha MOU HOTU? { B IATH pa3
cTapie Bac, Monofou dyenoBek! He neiTaitecs GpaupTroBaTh co MHOK!" 2KeHIIMHA OTpyTrania ero, u
rna3a ['ekaTsl paCIIMPUINCE, TAaK KaK OH 3allaHUKOBAJL.

"9T0 He TO!" MOCIEeIIHO BOCKIUKHYJI OH, U JXEeHIIWHAa 3aXUXUKaa.

"3ans, moyeMy ThHI He BKJIOUaelllb 3[0eCh CBET? Y Hac I'OCTh, pa3Be Thl He BUOUILIL? Byab
roctenpurMHee". ZKeHIIMHA MOBEPHYIach K 3aujly U OTpyrajia 1 ero, Ho peaklys MyK4YUHb OblIa
ropas3fo CIOKOUHee, 4eM peakuus ['eKaThl.



3aun ymen, a ['eKaTe HEJIOBKO CTOSJI U CMOTpeJI Ha XKeHIIUHY, ¥ KOTOPOX OBIJT OUeHb CTPAHHBIN
CUJIy3T.

OH He CMeJl TOBEPUTh, YTO TJIa3a ero He 0OMaHAIBAIOT.

Korpga cBeT HakoOHeIl BKITIOYUCS, ['eKaTe II0O4YyBCTBOBAJI, KakK BCe €ro Tejo 3aMepJio, Koraa OH
IIPUILIEN K BEIBOAY, UTO 3TO JeMCTBUTENIHLHO HE BUHA €T0 I'Ja3.

OTa XKeHIIUHA... Y Hee JelCTBUTENIbHO ObIJI0 BOCEMb MTay4YbUX HOT...

Ecnu He oOpaiaTh BHUMaHHUS Ha HUXKHIOIO YacCTh ee Tejla, OHa BHITJIsAesa OBl BIIOJIHE HOPMAJIbHOM, U
l'ekaTe maxke Ha3Bas OB €€ CUMIIATUYHOM aMOM CPeHUX JIET, HO C BOCEMbIO HOTaMM OBIIIO JOBOJIBHO
TPYOHO OTOPBATh B3TJISA OT €€ HOT.

"KT0 THI?" HaCTOPOKEHHO CIPOCUI ['eKaTe, ero Teno Hampsarioch.
YcmpiaB 3TOT BOIIPOC, JKEHIMHA 3aXUXUKaa.
l'ekaTe GBI HEMHOTO IIIOKMPOBAH U HACTOPOXKEH, HO BCe XK€ KUBHYJI TOJIOBOM B 3HAK COTJIACHS.

ITocne TPaHCMHUT'DAllUX B npyroﬁ HapaJ’[HeJIbeIfI MHD HAUYTO HE MIOKHWPOBAJIO ¥ HE IIyI'aJIio I'ekata
AOJIbIIE, YeM Ha HECKOJIBKO MUHYT.

YcnmiiiaB 5T0, XKeHIMHA IDEeJIKHYJIa IMaJlbIlaMy, 1 OHX MI'HOBEHHO TEJIEIIOPTUPOBAINCh B TOCTUHYIO,
KOTOpas BHITJIsAAEJIa Iropa3no 4YuiIlle, 4eM OCTaJIbHasl 4aCThb JOMa.

I'ekate OCTOPO2KHO CeJI Ha HpPIl"OTOBJ'IeHHBIfI OJid HeTo CTYII.

"HUTak, DaBauTe HaYHEM C IIPeACTaBlIeHNd", - XKeHIIKHa Cejla Ha CTYJI HallPOTHUB HETo, a 3eMJI BCKOpe
IIPUHEC BOCEMB IIOCTaBOK [JI HOT.

l'ekaTe mBazKIbl MOPTHYJI, ITIOCKOIBKY €MY BCe ellle ObII0 HEITOHSTHO, YTO 3TO 3a CYILIECTRBO.
"Kak TBOe uMs, I0HOIIA?" CIIpoCcuiia XKEeHIIMHA BO BTOPOKY pa3 3a JeHb.

"Mens 30ByT ['ekata".

KeHIIMHA BHITISIela HEMHOTO YAUBIIEHHOM, ee I'la3a pacimupuiuch: "TeL... [ekata?"

[Tpexne yeM ['ekaTe yCIesn 4TO-TO CKa3aTh B OTBET, 3a HET'O 3aCTYIIICS 3aujl U COOOIIN XKeHITUHE:
"Tets1, oH He TOT ['ekaTe. Pa3Be 51 He ToBOpuI Tebe yxke? ITOT yOMIONOK..." 3auil OCTaHOBUJICS,
HaCTOPOXKEHHO B3TJISIHYJI Ha ['eKaTy ¥ OIpaBujl CBOH CJIOBa: "JTOT YEJIOBEK yKe MepTB'.

Kasanocs, 4To 1mocie Toro crmopa ¢ I'ekaTo, 3aun ObII HEMHOTO OCTOPOXKEH, YTOORI 3JI0CTIOBUTH
Anbouyca u ['ekaTy, KOTOpbIe TPUHAMIEKANHA K 3TOMY MUDY.

"OH MepTB?" 2KeHIMHa Obl/Ia IIOKUPOBaHa, YCIIbIIIAB 3TO.
3aun KUBHYJI T'0JI0BOM U goOaBui: "[IpoIio yKe 04eHb MHOTO BpeMeHu".
"O Bboxe!

MHe nefCTBUTENIbHO HYKHO yAeNATh 00JIbIlle BHUMAHUS TOMY, YTO IPOMCXOMNUT 3@ 3TUMHU CTeHaMu".



3aun B3OOXHYVYIJI, IOKa4aB T'0JIOBOM, 3HAs, YTO 9Ta JKEHIIMHA HUKOIr A He IMTOKUHET 3TH CTEHHI.

"Torma, 'ekaTa, KoTopas He Ta 'ekaTa, 0 KOTOPOU s CHIBIIIAJ, IT03BOJIb MHE 3aaTh Te0e ellle OJuH
Bompoc. [Touemy TeI 3mech?"

'exaTa HaKJIOHUJIa TOJIOBY B 3aMelIaTeIbCTBE, YCIBIIIAB 3T0: "ITO THl MMeellb B BUAY?"
"Pa3Be s He ACHO chopMynmpoBas Bornpoc? f mpocTo CIpocus, 3a4eM THl IpOfesiaa BeCh 3TOT IyTh?"
"UToOBI CHSTH KBAPTUPY...?"

KeHIMHa 3aXUX¥Kaja, YC/bIIaB 9TOT HeyBEPEHHBIN OTBeT: "[les10 He B 9TOM, Aoporad. 1 uMer B
BU[Yy, 3a4€M BBl IIpHeXaju B 3TOT ropon? Kakosa Ballla I1e/ib?"

"Ax, 9T0!" ['eKaT OTKpPHII OBLIO POT, UTOOH! IaTh €1 OTBET, HO TYT K€ 3aMOJjT4all, TOHSAB, YTO C eT0
CTOPOHBI OBITIO OBI TJIYIIO TaK IIPOCTO BRIZATH CEOSI.

"He xo4ers TOBOPUTH?" CIIPOCHIIA KEHIIKMHA, II0X0XKe, 3a0aBIssICh C HUM.

lexkar LeNKHY 3BIKOM, YKa3blBas Ha CBOe JIULIO, TOYHee, Ha MacKy Ha cBoeM nulle: "Pa3Be 3T0 He
IOOJIZKHO CKa3aTh BaM HOCTATOYHO?"

KeHIMHa [TIOMOJI4ajia MUHYTY, a IOTOM BOPYT pa3pa3usach cMexoM: "MoJiofoi 4enoBexk, 1 He
3a/laBajla BaM HMKAKHUX JIMYHBEIX BOIIPOCOB. 1 IPOCTO IPOBEPSIIO, YTOOBI BCE MOH JKHUJIBIIHI OBITH
YUCTHIMU. f He X04y, 4TOOH B MOEM ITpeKpacHOM JoMe IpsTajcs bernel”.

['exaTe mo4yBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro rjia3a JepHYyIuCh, KOT[a OH YCIbIIal 3TO.
OTa XKeHIIHA MThITajach YOeIUThCS, YTO HU OOUH Oeryell He HauneT yOeXKuIla B 3TOM pa3pyLUIeHHON

KBapTupe... Kak 'ekaTe momxkeH OBIJT CKa3aTh €M, YTO OH KaK pa3 Takou Oererir...?!
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