I'ekaTe He MOT He YYBCTBOBATH YCTAJIOCTH, XOTA OH IIPOCTO CIIajl. On OTKDPGHIJI I'/Ia3a U OTJIAOeJICA, HO
BMeCTO YTPEHHETO COJIHIId, KOTOPOE, KaK U B mo0oi upyroﬁ IeHb, HelagHo GUII0 B T'1a3a, ero
BCTPETHUIIa TEMHOTA.

Bce KOHEUHOCTH TIOYEMY-TO OOJIeNH, ¥ eMy Ka3aJioCh, YTO 3TO HOPMAJIbHO, TOCKOJIBKY OH ITOMHUII,
KaK TI0TIa]l B aBTOMOOHJIbHYIO0 aBapHUio.

Ero kpoBaTh, KOTOpas Bcerga Obiyia yno6HOM, BAPYT MTOKa3aiach €My CaMoOi HeyoOHOH! Ha CBeTe...
[MTomoxmguTe, 4epT BO3bMHU, MUHYTKY.

Co3nanune 'ekaThl MeIeHHO BO3BPAIIaJIOChk K HEMY, U B TOT 2K€ MOMEHT OH IIOHAJI, 9YTO 3TO HE €T0
KOMHATa ¥ OH He B CBOEM mocTenn!

OH maxe He B O0NbHUIlE, YEPT BO3bMHU!!!

OH nonHITajCcs IOIIEeBEINTLCS, HO IMOYYBCTBOBAII, YTO €TI0 YTO-TO OCTAHABIIMBAET. TouHee, BECH OH.
EnuHCTBEHHOE, YeM OH MOT IIOIIIEBEIIUTD, OBlJIa €T0 rojI0Ba, HO 1 9TO OBIJIO OECII0Ie3HO, TaK KakK B
KOMHATe OBIIIO0 TEMHO, d I''lla3d He MOT'JIX PA3JINYUThL HUYEro, KpoMme Kpome KpOMeH.IHOI;I TBMEI.

Ha MHUHYTY OH OJaXKe IIOOyMalJl, He OCJIeIIl JIK OH, HO IIO Me€pPe TOro, KakK €ro I''la3a MeIJIEHHO
IIPHUBLIKAJIX K TEMHOTE, TEOPHUA O CIIEII0OTEe Oblna BEIKUHYTA U3 T'OJIOBEI.

YeMm Oo0JbIlle OH JBUTAJICS, TEM CHIIbHEE CIIBIIIAJIUCE IIAPKAIOIKe W JII3Taiolnie 3ByK:d MeTasa, HO
3TO HUKAK He CII0COOCTBOBAJIO ero mobery.

Bpopyr I'ekaTe ycnbiian rpoMkuil "bax" ¥ B3OPOrHYJI OT HEOXKUIaHHOIO 1II0Ka U CTpaxa, Korga ero
r0JI0Ba IOAHSAJACH, YTOOH IOCMOTPETh Ha TEMHBIE OYEPTAHUS IBEPU BHYTPU 3TOM KOMHATHL.

"XBaTUT WIyMeTh!" KPUKHYII KTO-TO CHAPYXKU.

I'ekate IIPOTJIOTUII BO3OYX, IIBITASACh YCIIOKOUTH CBOE 68}1H08 OerreHo KOJIOTdAIlIeecCs cepane, KOTopoe
OelCTBUTEIBHO OBITIO CITHIIIKOM IIOTPACEHO 3TUM I'DOMKHM B3PEIBOM.

"KT0 3T0?" ENMHCTBEHHOE MTPEATIOJIOKEHNE, KOTOPOE MOTJIO IPUHITH B TOJIOBY ['eKaTe B 3TOT MOMEHT,
OBLIIO TO, UTO €TI0 MOXUTHIIH.

I'ma3a 'ekaThl cylerkKa pacCUIMPUIIUCE, KOTHA OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO YTO-TO HE TaK B €T0 TOJIOCE.
9T0 ObIN10... CTPaHHO...

OuyeHb CTpPaHHO...

OpmHako OH He CTasl JOJIT0 Pa3MBIIUISATh Hafl 9TUM, OTOTHAB 3Ty MBIC]Ib.

He ycnriliaB 0TBeTa, OH CHOBA 3akpuyan: "OTmycTtute MeHs! Mbl MoxkeM Bce 00CcynuTh. Ecnu Bh
MEHS OTIYCTUTE, g 103ab6049yCch 0 TOM, YTOOHI IONMULIKS..."

MoxeT, 3aTKHellbCs TaM BHYTPU?!" pasmascs rojioc CepaUTOro My>KUMHEL U3-3a IBEPU, KOTOPHIA
CHOBA BMeIlajiCs B pa3roBop ['ekatsl.

['ekaTe 3afibIXasiCs, MBITASICh BEIBEPHYTH PYKY, HO HaXke 3TO HeOObIIoe AeicTBrEe ObIIO0 CoepXKaHo.



[IpokmaTse...

KeMm OBl HU OBITT 3TOT IOXUTUTENL, ['€KaTe HU 3@ UTO He OTIYCTH Obl ero 6e3 HECKOIbKUX JIET
TIODEMHOT'0 3aKJII0UeHUSs.

VM He criefoBaio CBI3LIBaTLCSA C OCHOBaTeseM 3yakca! ['ekaTa yxKe IjaHUpOBasia m103aboTUTLCS O
TOM, YTOOBI OHU YCBOWIM 3TOT BaXKHAIM YPOK B OyAyIIEM.

[Tocne 6eccMBICTIEHHBIX ycumuil 1 60pbOBI B TeUeHKE Yaca WU 0KOJIO Toro, ['ekaTe, HaKOHelI,
YCIIOKOMJICSI ¥ 3aKPHUI I'J1a3a, PELINB IIPOCTO XKAATh, II0KA MONULIUS IPUAET U craceT ero. Ecimu oHu
He IpuayT B Onuxkaiiiee BpeMs, ['ekaTe, KOHEUHO, cOOUpAsCs MOAaTh XKajno0y U Ha HUX.

OH XKgan HECKOIBKO MUHYT, KOTOPBIE ITPEBPATUINCD B YaChl, @ BCKOPE 3TH YacChl IPEBPATUIIUCE B
IeJIbl JeHb. [Ipollen ekl IeHb, ¥ ero XKeJTyaoK 3aypyall OT I'ojIofa, HO He OBIJI0 HUKAKUX
IIPU3HAKOB TOTO, YTO KTO-TO IIPUAET €T0 CIacaTh.

B koMmHaTe OBIIO Tak TEMHO, YTO OH HE€ MOT IaXe IIPEAIIOJIOKHUTE, KOTOprfI 4qac.

Ha BTOpOIi eHb OH BOPYT YCIIBINIAT KAKOW-TO IITyM, ¥ OBEPb B KOMHATY OTKPHIIACh, HO CBETA B
KOMHaTe Io-ITpexXHeMy He OBIJI0, ¥ T03TOMY JIUIla BoIleAlero He ObI0 BUAHO. ['ekaTe He OBl
HUOMOTOM, YTOOBI IOBEPUTh, YTO 3TO MOJIHUIEHCKHE, KOTOPHIE IPHUIIUIKA CI0fla, YTOORI CIIACTH €rO0.

CI/IJ'IYC-)T IIpuHaajaexall MyXK4YrHe, a My KYWHY BIIYCTHUIIN OXPaHHUKHN CHAPYZKHU, TaK YTO OTBET Ha
BOIIPOC O IMYHOCTH 3TOT'O HOBOHpI/IGBIBIJ.Iel"O OBLI TOJIBKO OHWH.

OH OBLUI IOXUTUTEJIEM.

"Kakoro yepra Tebe HyxkHO?!" cipocun 'ekaTte, faxe He MBITAsICh CKPHITh CBOIO BpaxkaebHOCTh. OH
He coOupacs OBITh BEXKJIMBLEIM CO CBOMM IIOXUTHTEJIEM, 00Jiee TOro, OH He OBl OBl BEXKJINB, MaiKe
ecyu OBl 3TO OBLI HE €ro MOXUTHUTEID.

[To3BoIMB MyK4YHHE BOWTH, BEPh CHOBA 3aKpPHIJach, @ MyKUMHaA Me[JIEHHO MIPOIIe B IPYTo# yro
KOMHATHI ¥ CeJl Ha CTYJI, KOTOpHIY ['eKaTe J0 CUX IIOp He 3aMedall.

OH HMYero He CKa3aJjl ¥ IIPOCTO IOCMOTpesI Ha ['ekary.

['ekaTe MOTJIa Pa3IUYUTh TOJIBKO €ro CUIIy3T, I03TOMY 'eKaTe HMKAK He MOTJIa IIOHSTh, KaKoe
BbIpaxkeHue OBII0 Y 9TOT0 YejoBeKa Ha JIMIle, KOT{la OH CMOTpes Ha 'ekaTe.

I'ekat: "KTO THI, 4€PT BO3bMU, TAKOK?"
MyxuuHa HUYero He 0TBeTus, ¥ ['ekata ToXKe 3amosiyasa I10Cjie 3TOr0 BOIPoca.

ITocne Toro, Kak IIpoIlIa Oejlad MHUHYTAa HEJIOBKOI'O MOJIYaHH4I, l'ekata YCIIBIIIalia THYGOKI/Ifl
My}KCKOfI T'0JIOC, KOTOprfI XUXHUKaAJl, 1 3TO OBLTT TOT CaMBIi MYy2K4YHKHaA, KOTOprfI cerygac OIIyCTHUII
TOJIOBY, €r0 IIJIeYn CJIeTKa TPACIIHNCH, Ka3aJloCh, YTO OH CMEETCA Ha[l MYTKOﬁ, KOTOpasda Tak U He Oblna
CKa3aHa.

"Anbduyc, y3HaB, YTO TH CHeNaJ, 5 IIPUIIeNI Clofja C HaMepeHueM youTh Te6s".

..." ¥ T'exaTsl BO3HUKIIO XKeJlaHWe TTONPaBUTh YeJI0BeKa U CKa3aTh eMy, YTO OH omubCcst, HO pexke
YyeM OH YCIIeJI UTO-TO CKa3aTh, TAUHCTBEHHEIN 4eJI0BeK moOaBuI.

"Ho sT0 BeOb He THI, He Tak au?"



F'ekaTe HacMmexarsncs: "3HAUMT, TH IIOXUTUI He TOTO MapHa? Kak HenmpodeccroHanbHO!"

MyxunHa IepecTal CMesiTbCs, 1 ['eKaTe OblT moBoIeH 3TUM. OH OBLT YBEPEH, YTO €CNTU OBl eMy
IIPUIIIIOCH OXUIIATh KOT'0-TO, OH OBI CHeJiaj 3TO Topa3fo JIy4dlle, YeM 3TOT YeioBekK. [1o KpaniHein
Mepe, OH He TIOXUTUT He TOTO YeJIoBeKa U IOWMET CBOIO OIIMOKY TOJIBKO Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO [IHEeH.

"KT0 BBI?" CIIPOCUIT MyKYMHA.

I'ekate ropao YXMEIJIBHYJICA U YK€ TI04YTH co6pancsi Ha3BaThb CBOE HACTOAIIEEe UMA, HO B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB OCTAHOBHIJICA, TaK KdK MOSITI ITIOACKA3adJl €My, UTO ITIOKd HE CTOUT PACKPBIBATH CBOIO IMYHOCTE.
Ilazke eciu 3TOT 4Yel0BeK MOXuTui ['ekara 1o OHII/I6KG, OH ellle He 3HaJ, KTo Takou ['ekaT. Eciu OBl
I'ekaTe Ha3Baj CBOE UMS, HE OBI7I0 OBI HUKAKOK rapaHTHH, YTO 3TOT YE€JIOBEK €ro OTIIyCTHT.

MoxeT ObITh, OH MIOMMET, YTO MOXUTUTH ['eKaTa - BCE PaBHO YTO HATKHYThLCS Ha 3€JIUeBYIO IIAXTY,
CTOSIIIYIO LIeJI0M XKU3HU 00raTCTBa, U XKaTHOCTh 3aCTABUT ero youTth ['ekaTa Uiy MOOKYIUTE €T0.

"THl yBEpEH, YTO X04elb 3HaTh?" ['ekate paccmesics: "Trl Oymels noTpsiceH fo cmepTtu!”

Ycnelnas 9T0, MyXK4YKiHa BCTall U mopoiuen K ['ekaTe, B3goxHyB: "[IoBeps MHe. Cellyac HUYTO U3 TOTO,
YTO THl TOBOPHUIIL, HE MOXKET MEHS ITOKAPOBATh".

l'ekaTe yxmbinbHYJCS: "ITocmyrait, 6paT, TH He Ha TOTO HAIal, U ST He X0Uy UMEeTh C TOO0M HUKAKUX
npo6eM. [IpoCTo OTIyCTH MEHS, U 5 TIOUAY CBOE#H JOPOroi.

4 mporraio TBOI HEOOIBIIYIO OMMOKY, M MBIl 3a0bIBa€M, YTO BCe 3TO ITPOU301LI0. Kak BaM Takoi
BapuaHT?"

[laxe ecim 3TOT YeI0BEK OEeNCTBUTEIBLHO IIOMAJICI Ha 9Ty YJIOBKY U OTIIYCTHII ['ekate, 5TO mesno Tak
IIPOCTO HE 3aKOHYHUTCA. I'ekaTa Bce eIe IJIaHXPOBalla II0JaTh Ha 3TOr0 YeJI0OBEKa B Cy[. Heckonbko
JIET B TIOPbME OOJI2KHEI HAYYUTH €r0 B CHGHYIOLL[I/Ifl Pa3 He IIOXHUIaTh HE TOr'0 YeJIOBEKa.

YcnpiaB 3T0, MyKUMHa 3aXUXUKasl: "Thl TOJTBKO YTO Ha3Bajl MeHS CBOMM "OpaToM" TaKUM pToM?"
Ero npaBas pyka IPOTSIHY/IacCh BIIepeld U CXBaTwIa U0 ['eKaThl, mablibl 00JIbHO BIUJIUCH B IIEKU
I'ekaTHl.

Br110 erme TeMHO, HO ['eKaTe MOT IMOKJISICTHCS, YTO BUAEI, KaK KpPaCHEIE I'lTa3da MY2KYHUHEI CMOTPEIIN
Ha HETrO, 1 BIIEPBEIE€ B 2KU3HN 'ekaTe ObII HEMHOT'O HaIlyTraH. TonmbKO HEMHOTO, IIOTOMY 4YTO €CJiA OBl
€ro KOHeYHOCTH He OBbLIN CKOBaHEI, OH OBl TOYHO HpOGI/IJ'I OBIPY B JIMIIE 3TOT'0 YEeJIOBEKaAa 34 TO, 4YTO TOT
daXe IIOIIBITAaJICA IIPUKOCHYTLCA K APArooieHHOMY KPAaCUBOMY JINIY I'ekathl.

"MHe Bce paBHO, Alb(UYC THI WX HET, HO €CNTH THI IIOCMEEIh Ha3BaTh MeHsI OpaToM B €To JIHIIe, 5
1103abo4ych 0 ToM, YTOOH coOpaTh TBOM S3LIK", - 3TO Obl/Ia sIBHAS yrpo3a, a 'ekaTe He ObLI
YeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPOMY HPABHUTCS, KOT]a €My yTPOXKAOT.

l'ekaTe CTHCHY 3yOHI, BHIIIIOHYB: "Tlompobyit".

OTBeTOM eMy OBIIT YAap II0 JIUITY. Y;:[ap, OT KOTOPOr'o BCe JIMIIO OHEMEJIO Ha HECKOJIBKO CEKYH], B
TOJIOBE 3BEHEJIO, ¥ OH OBII IOYTH YBEPEH, 9YTO Y HETO BEIBUXHYTA YEJIIOCTh.

I'onora I'ekaTa ¢ cumnoi OEPHYIIACh BIIPABO, U €My IIOKA3aJIOCh, YTO IIIes IIOYTH CJIOMaHa, HO, K
CYaCThIO, OH BCE XK€e CMOT IIOIIEBEINTh I'OJIOBOM M CHOBA BCTPETUTHLCSA BITJIAOOM C MY}K‘IHHOfI, OOHAaKO



HEHa[0JIr0: MyKYMHa YOAapHU/ ero CHOBa, ¥ Ha 9TOT Pa3 yAap MPHUIIENICS B HOC, TOYHO CcjIoMaB 'ekaTy
IIePEeHOCHIY, B 9TOM He OBIII0 HUKAKUX COMHEHUH.

W3 HOCa moTeKIIa Teliasd KpoBb, U ['eKaTe MoKa3aa0Ch, YTO OH CHOBa X CHOBa TepseT CO3HaAHHUE.
"Ter mocmen!"

Emle oguH ymap Imo Nuily, ¥ Temepb ['ekaTe OB ITOTHOCTHIO YBEPEH, UTO 3TOT YEJIOBEK HE IIYTHUT.
OH [elCTBUTEIBHO XOTEI ITONacTh B TIOPHMY 3a TO, YTO 3aTess Apaky c Jlereamou 3enuymal!!

Beku I'exaTa oTsSKeJeNny, OH CMOTPeJl Ha MyKYUHY ITOJIyOTKPHITHIMY TJla3aMU U yIbI0ancs, He
oOpallas BHIMaHUS Ha CTPYUKY KPOBH, CTEKAIOIIyI0 U3 yroJjika pa3ouTol ryon: "4 yorio Tebs,
yOmIofoK...".

MyurHa HaCMeLUIMBO XMBIKHYJI, CHOBA yapuy KyJIakoM, ¥ Ha 3TOT pa3 yaap OBl JOCTATOYHO
CUJIbHBIM, YTOOHBI OTIIPaBUTEL ['eKaTes B HOKAyT.

[Tocnemusiss MBICTL ['eKaTh, HAMOJTHEHHAsS HEHABUCTHIO, OblNIa IIepeq TeM, KaK OH IOJTHOCTHIO
otkmouniacs: [Tomoxmu...!
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