[Tocrne Toro, Kak KaH HaKOHEII-TO 3aMeTHJI SIPKUM CHUSIOIINE CBET, UCXOOSIIUNA C PYroro KOHIA
TIOCJIEHEr0 9TaXa, ero JIUI0 BMUT CTAJI0 BOCTOPKEHHBEIM, OH MEeIJIeHHO IIPOIOJIKUII Iy Th,
TIATeIbHO u30eras JIaBh.

Bcero uepes mecsiTh MUHYT OH HAKOHEI[-TO 0Ka3aJICsl y MOJHOKHUS BHICOKOTO IMUKa. HecMoTps Ha To,
YTO €ro YyBCTBa 0CJIalyy, OH BCE 3Ke CMOT 0OHapyKUTh OTPOMHYIO U KOJIeOIII0IIyI0Cs MaHy,
MCXO[SIIYIO U3 TYHHEJIS B IIEHTPE BEPIUIMHEL

Yro 6bI HM HAXOMUIJIOCh BHYTPH, OHO, HECOMHEHHO, ObIJI0 HEBEPOSITHO MOIIIHEIM, TOTOMY YTO MaHa U
NaBJIeHNE, KOTOPHIE OHO MPOIYyCcKaso, ObIM HaMHOTO MOIIIHee U HHTEHCHBHee, YeM Bce sapa
MOHCTPOB U PYy[Ibl MaHbl, KOTOPEIE OH BUfEJI IO CHUX II0pP.

Haxe (uoneToBoe IIPO MOHCTPA, KOTOpOe chesl KaH, He IIT0 HU B KAKOe CPaBHEHHE.

[ITar 3a marom KaH, HakoHeI[, CMOT 7oOpaThCs OO BXoda B HeOObIION TyHHEeNb. YepHbIH mianl Kana
3aTperneTan B BO3yXe OT BOJIH MaHbI, HICXOAUBIIUX U3 TIyOUHEl TYHHEIS.

KaH uyBCTBOBaJ, YTO UCTOYHUK MaHH He HalleJleH Ha Hero, nHaye ero Obl 0TOPOCHUIIO Ha3af, IPoCTOo
MICXOMSl U3 UHTEHCUBHOCTH BOJH. Kak OYATO UCTOYHUK 3TOM MJIOTHOU MaHH JOOPOBOJILHO ITO3BOJIAT
Kany BOUTH B TYHHEIID.

Kak TO/nbKO OH IIpOIlIes feCATOK METPOB BHYTPU TyHHENS... KaH OBII OclienieH HeBEPOSITHO SPKUM
OeNlbIM CBETOM, ¥ OH ITPUKPHLI T'Jla3a IeBod pyKoi. OH He MOT pacCMOTPETh, YTO HAXOOUTCS TEPeN
HUM.

Ho BCKOpP€ MHTEHCUBHOCTL CBE€TaA IIOCTEIIEHHO YMEHBIINIIACh, 1 Kan HakoHeI YBUOEI BHYTPEHHIOIO
YaCThb TyYHHEJIs.

CIJIOIIHOM 10JI, COCTOSIINY U3 TBEPOOM YEePHOU 3eMJIM, TAaKOU Xe, KakK U CHapyxKu. Ho B ieHTpe
3TOr0 HEBGOJIBIIOr0 3aMKHYTOTO IIPOCTPAHCTBA PAa3MepPOM C [BE KUJIble KOMHATHL CTOSITT alTaph, a Haf
HUM BO3BBIIIAJIACH SIPKas CBeTsImasics 0east cepa pa3smMepoM C aBTOMOOUIIb.

OTa orpoMHas cepa MyIbCHpPOBaa, KakK Cepille CYIecTBa, U MyIbCAIlUU OITyTUMOM MaHEI
IIPOHU3BIBAJIA BCe MPOCTPaHCcTBO. Ho He ycmen Kan mpubIu3uThCs K 9TOH chepe, KaK MPOCTPAHCTBO
3aI0JIHUAIIOCH OeJIEIM TYMaHOM, a Hal HUM Hadan (GopMUpPOBATLCS (GaHTOM.

Hap simpom mon3emernbst Bo3HuKIa 10-MeTpoBas Oenast purypa, moxoxas Ha IayTHHY, C JTAIOM
TI0KUTIOTO YeJIoBeKa.

Ot (baHTOMa NCXOOUJIO BJIIaCTHOE B BEJIMYECTBEHHOE aBJIEHNE, XU CYIIECTBO OTKPHIJIO I''Ia3a.
OHo ornsimesno KOMHATY 4, HaKOHEI], IIOCMOTPEJIO Ha Kamna.

"WTak, KTO-TO HaKOHEI[-TO 3aBoeBasl 3TO MecTo. CKaxu MHe, KTO THI?" - CIIpocui ¢haHTOM,
IIPUCTAJIbHO 144 Ha KaHa.

"f1 Kan, rpaxpmanud Mmnepun Pakoc", - orBetun Kan 6e3 Bcskoro 6ecrnokoiicTa. [ToToMy 4TO OH He
YyBCTBOBaJI HUKAKOT0 YOUICTBEHHOT'0 HaMePEeHUsI, UCXOMSIIEro OT 3Toro gaHToMa.

"3HAQUMT, Hallla UMIIepHUs Bce elne XKuBa? Hair Bemukuii uMepaTop 6T OB pajl y3HATh 06 3TOM U3
3arpo6HOro Mupa", - ckazasn GaHTOM C 671arOTOBEMHBIM BUOOM, TS B IPOCTPAHCTRO.

[LIYBaK, XBAaTUT CTPOUTH U3 cebs 3arafjo4YHoro u KpyToro. HpOCTO CKadXHM MHE€, KTO ThI, 4ePT BO3bMH,



TaKOM?] - MBEICTIEHHO TpoKuHam KaH.
"Mory g cpocuts, KTo TE?" - cupocun Kas.
"Mens 30ByT JIep30H, 5 nepBLIU MyApel uMnepun Pakoc", - oTBeTUs1 paHTOM.
"FOnortma... Tel mobenus XxpaHUTENs 3TOro sAxapa?” - cupocun pantom y Kana.
n f)ll -
Ha, mobexgun. Kak Thl AyMaelb, CMOT OBl I CTOATH 3[€Ch, He YOUB ero?" - OTBETUII OH.

"OTa ruraHTckas cdepa, KOTOPYIO TH BUIHUIID, - CAaMO€ IIeHHOe JOCTOsAHKe Hamel uMmnepuu. 800 et
Ha3af S CIIpSTall ee Ha TpaHulle Halleld umnepuu. Ecimu s He omubaoch, BOKPYT 3TOT0 MECTa ykKe
MOJXKHO OBITH HECKOJIBKO TIOA3eMeNuit", - oBefas IePBhIM MyOpell.

"Ta, BOKpYT Hero oOpa3oBasock 6onee 11 mog3emenuii Ha 50 KunoMmeTpax", - mosicHun KaH.

“Tlocnymaii MeHsI, MOJIOOOM YeJI0BeK. £ BCero JIUIIb OCTAaTOK AYLIA MOEU IIpeXHel CyITHOCTU. YacTh
MoOeH Oymm Oblyia CBSI3aHa C 9TUM SAPOM, IIPexke YeM g IOKHUHYII 9TOT MUP", - 0OBSICHUI MyIpet.

"f1 He 3HAI0, YTO TH Oy[elb IelaTh C 9TUM SAPOM.

Ho B cooTBeTCTBUM C HWHCTPYKIUSAMHM, KOTOPEIE OAJI MHE Halll BENIMKUU HMIIepaTop, TOT, KTO npofmeT
HCIIBITaHNE U JOCTUTHET 3TOI'0 MECTa, 6y11eT Ha3BaH €ro IPpeeMHUKOM U CTaHeT 3aKOHHBIM
HaCJIeJHUKOM TpOHa.

9TOT yKa3 yxKe OBl IepegaH UMIIEPATOPCKOM ceMbe. U ¢ 3TOro MoMeHTa... THl - 3aKOHHBIN
uMIepaTop ummnepuu Pakoc!" - 00bIBUIT HAaHTOM C BEJIMUECTBEHHBIM KECTOM.

[Ho umnepaTopcKoii ceMby 00JIbIle HET... UX YHUYTOXKUIIM TI0CJIe TIEPEeBOPOTa CTO JieT Ha3af. HUKTO
Oonbille He 3HAET HU 06 UMIlepaTope, HU O ero yKa3se] - roBopust Kau cam ¢ co0oii.

"Tak CKaxu MHe, MOJIOZIO# YejioBeK. CUnTaellb I Thl MUCCHEN CBOEM XKM3HU MPABUThH U IPUHECTHU
mpoIBeTaHue Hamen Mmnepun? CoenaTh ee Beudaniie u HermoOequMon CHUIOH BO BceM Mupe?" -
CIIPOCHUJI OCTATOK AyIINU MyZpela.

Kakyio Ol TapabapInuHy HU TOBOPHUJ 3TOT (PAaHTOM, 3TO OBIJIO UTO-TO, YTO OIPENESIEHHO CTOMTIO
3HATB.

Kpowme Toro, cnoBo "npeeMHUK" 3By4ano KpyTo. Kak 00BYHO, HEUTO IOJ00HOE CYHUTANIOCh OB
yoa4yHOU BCTpeYell B poMaHe 0 KyJlbTUBalLiK, KoTopas momorya 6x1 MC craTk ouensb OIT unu gasna Obl
€My CHUJIBEI, KOTOPEIE CTAHYT €r0 KO3BIPSIMU.

Kan OIIyCTHUJICSA Ha OOHO KOJIEHO X OTBETHUII C aypofl repou3Ma 1 OTBETCTBEHHOCTH.

"4, Kan. KnsiHyCh, 4TO C 9TOT0 AHSA 5 COEJal MUCCHEN CBOEW XKU3HU CIyXKeHue U 3auuTty Mnepuu
Paxoc Bcem cBouM cyiiecTBoM. U 51 obelnato coenath ee caMoi OOJIBIION X MOTYIIIECTBEHHOU CUION B
3TOM MUPE B TeUeHUe MOel XKu3Hu!" - BOCKNUKHYN KaH, rinsaas Ha paHTOMa C BEIpaXkKeHueM
IIpaBeJHOCTH Ha JIUILIE.

[Kak 6ynTo s cobupaloch 9T0 cuenaTh! [IpocTo oTHalk MHE 3Ty YEPTOBY LITYKY, TYIOTOIOBEIN
mpu3pak!" - TOBOPHII OH PO ce0si, COXPaHsIs YeCTHOe BhIpaXKeHUe JIHIIa.

"Torma 1, JIep3on IlepBrir Mynpen 1 caMbli TOBEPEHHBIM [TIOMOIIHUK BeIUKOro MMmmeparopa,
Hapekaio Te0s McTuHHBIM [IpeeMHUKOM U fapyio Tebe sapo Hamero MmmnepaTtopa, PaTHaapa



3aBoeBaTers.

Korma-To, mo cBoel KOHYMHEI, OH ObII MEUHMKOM paHra CBSTOro. Bo MMs ero ©UMeHH, s CBSI3BIBAIO 3TO
sapo ¢ Tobou. Hameloch, TH Hafielb crtocob MCI0Ib30BaTh €T0 U MIPUBEEITh Hallly MMIepuio K
BEeIMYHUI0", - CKa3ajl (haHTOM.

[UTo 3TO 3a c;mabo HamucaHHAs CloXKeTHas nuHug? OH OaXKe He IIOMHTepeCOoBaJICsd MOUM
IIPOUCXOXKOEHUEM U HE IIPOBEPHUII MOU NUCTUHHEIE HaMepeHI/IH], - IIPOTOBOPHUII Kan IIpo ce0s.

BHe3anHo coTHU 0eJbIX yrpo3 BHIIUIM U3 SiApa U BOUUIX B Teso KaHa.
[[TycTts BouimyT. Moe Temno rotoso!].

Bckope ¢panTOM ITOMEPK, ¥ TUTAaHTCKas chepa Hayama yMEeHbIIAThCS B pa3Mepax. Bcero uepes
IecsaTh CEeKyH[I OHa IIpeBpaTUiIach B 00BIYHYI0 CPepy pa3MepoM C pyTOOIBHEIM M4, HO BCE ellle
coxpaHsiya 0ejoe CBeUeHHue.

KaH moJ10Ku1 mpaByio PyKy Ha 9TO AP0, Kak OyATo y Hero OBIIO OIIyIIeHUe, YTO OHO €My 3HAKOMO.
OH 3HaJ, YTO IPUKOCHOBEHME K HeMy HUKOUM 00pa30M He MIPUYMHUT €My Bpefa.

"CucteMa, CKaHUPY# ero", - mpruKa3aJl OH.
[CkaHUpOBaHNE 3aBEPIIEHO.
[To3ppaBnsieM x0351MHa C IpHOOpPETEeHNEM siopa ITUKOBOTO CBSTOTO.

9T0 9APO MOXKeET OBITH MCIIOIL30BAaHO KaK UCTOYHUK OTPOMHOM MaHbI UJIM MOKET OBITh IOTJIOIIEHO,
yTOOBI TPOPBATHCS Yepe3 YPOBHU paHra CBSATOr0, KOTHa X03g1H caM CTaHeT CBATHIM XOTs Obl 4-1
CTYIIeHHU], - OTBETUJIA CUCTEMA.

"Xex... 3HA4UT, Teneps S He MOT'Y ero UCI0/Ib30BaTh? IloueMy?" - CIPOCUIT OH.

[[ToToMy 4TO TeJio X035iMHA B HACTOSIIIEe BpeMs CIUIIKOM cj1abo, YTOOH! ITOTJIOTUTD UJTU MOANepKaTh
mo0y10 9HEPTHUIo U3 3TOro Axapa. C TEKYIIUM PaHTOM X035KHa, OH MOXKET UCII0JIb30BaTh €r0 TOJIBKO
KaK JIOMOJIHUTEIbHEIA UCTOYHKUK MaHBI. [TOMBITKA MOTJIOTUTE SAPO JTII0OBIM CII0COO0M IPHUBEIET K
TOMY, YTO XO3SMH B30PBETCS UJIU IPEBPATUTCS B IBIIL", - 00BSICHUTIA CUCTEMA.

"A ecnu s pa3pexKy ero Ha MejKue Kycodku?" - cipocun KaH.
[KoreuHo... Ecu X0351MH X04eT YMEpPeTh], - OTBETUJIA CUCTEMA CapKaCTUYE€CKUM TOHOM.

Kan nmouyyBcTBOBaj ce0s HEJIOBKO II0C/Ie 3aMe4YaHusI CUCTEMHI U B35 OTHIeIbHOEe KOCMHUYeCKoe
KOJIbII0, B KOTOPOM OBIJIO JOCTATOYHO MeCTa, YTOOB BMECTUTH 3TO sIPp0. OH IIOMECTHI SIIPO B HETO U
BepHYJICS K Pyape, KOTOPHIM 3aKOHYMI Pa3phiBaTh, a 3aTeM IIOeOaTh TEJI0 U SSAPO MarMaTH4eCKOTo
OpeukKa.

"YemoBex... I 3akoH4mI. HO ¢ 3TOr0 MOMeHTa MHe MTOHAJ00KUTCSI HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi, YTOORI
TIOJTHOCTBIO ITOTJIOTUTD €T0 POAOCIIOBHYIO U CIIOCOOHOCTH. Tak 4TO He 30BU MeHS ellle MecsIl. [loTomy
YTO C 9TOT0 MOMeHTa 5 Oyy HaXOOUTHLCS B CIISIIEM COCTOSHUU", - POrOBOPHI Pynpa.

"Torma yto ¢ aTuM? [ToueMy THI He Chesl ¥ 3T0?" - cupocun KaH ¥ yKa3as najablieM Ha Ky4y TEMHBIX ,
IIOXO0XKMX Ha YellyiyaTyio OpOHIO YacTel Tefa Jpeiika.

"Tlaxe 51 He MOT'Y UX IepeBapuTh. [I03TOMY ST OCTaBUII UX KaK eCTh", - OTBeTUN Pympa u GBICTPO



BOIIIEJI B TeHb KaHa.
[He Oyou meHs. {1 Bce paBHO He CMOTY BHIITH] - cKa3as Pynpa B co3Hanuu KaHna.

"9T10... { HONMXKEH UCIIOIB30BaTh 3TO", - CKa3asn KaH, Iridas Ha Kydy dYellyddaThX ¥ Ype3BbYaiHO
MIPOYHBIX YacTeu Tejla Apeuka.

9T0 OBLIM UMEHHO Te MeCTa, KOTOphle aTaku TeMHOro KinuHKa KaHa He cMOTu TpoOUTh U MTOBPEAUTH
6occa mog3eMernbs.

KaH 3a0pas BCio 9Ty Ky4dy B CBO€ I'ITaBHOe IIPOCTPAHCTBEHHOE KOJIBILIO U BHIIIET U3 ToA3eMenbs. Ha
3TOT pa3 OH He XOTeJl, YTOOBI KTO-TO BUEJI €r0 B TaKOM 0CJIa0JIEeHHOM COCTOSIHUY, TI03TOMY
TIPUKPBIJICS YEPHBIM IIJTAL[OM.

HpOBeJIH IBa 49aCa U HaKOHEI] BBIfII[H M3 Iog3emMeJibsi, OH JOCTUT TOPOOCKHUX BOPOT.

Ho Bapyr coTpsicaomuuii Hebeca ¥ COKPYIIAONUINI 3eMJII0 T0JI0C HAIIOJIHUI HeGo, U BCe NOA3eMeNbe
BpoMHUpa comporuysnocs.

"TIOO3EMEJIBE BPOMHUP BhHIJIO 3ABOEBAHO".

I'poMKOe 00BsIBIIEHNE IIPO3BYYAJIO U3 [I0[I3€MeJIbs U 3all0JIHUIIO Bce He0O0, OHO OTPSCIIO BECh TOPON
®rnaBoT u Onu3nexkaniyo Tepputopuio B 50 kumoMmerpax. HeaBucumo oT TOTo, TOe HaXOOUIICS
4yeJIOBeK, OH yCIbIIIA Obl €70 04eHb OTUETIUBO.

Kams, KOTOprfI YyThb HE yIIaJl Ha 3€MIJII0, YCIIBIIIAaB 3TO 00BbsIBIIEHHE, MBICTIEHHO BBIPYT'AJICS, Y3HAB 3TOT
ToJioC.

[[Tomten T8I, epBol Mynpen! IToueMmy 0wl TeOe He 00BIBUTE U MOe UMs!]
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