[TpepgatenscTBO. ('epMuoHa)

OOcuanaHoBHIM TIOJT IIOJ, HOTaMU pe3Ko npubauxkaercs... Ho MopuoHn, moii JIopf, ycrieBaeT
ofIiepKaTh MEeHs, KPEIKOo MPUXKUMaeT K cebde.

— Mua...
— Mopu...

M&I cTOMM, OOHSIBIINCD, CPEIU KPUCTAJIJIOB IIaMSITH, OTIJIETEHHBIX CUSIOIIMMY HUTSIMHU CBSI3€H.
Teneps, mocye IpocMOTpa OJHOTO U3 BocioMUHaHUM Kceroca MopuoHa, MHe CTalo JOCTYIIHO
HeKoe... IOHUMaHue CYTU U CMBICTIa 9TOro MecTa. KpucranbHbil 3an Llutageny, cepale fOMeEHa...

OTOBIMIABIIKCS, 5T TOITPo60Baja OTCTYIUTh, HO MopHu TBEPHO YOEPKUBAJl MEHS, ITPOMOIKasi BIIMBATh
B MOI0 nymy cobctBerHyio Cuny. ['me-To ganeko GoHOM 3By4as HErpoMKu# ronoc Kaii... BOT TOJTBKO
YTO UMEHHO OHA TOBOPHIIA, 5 pa300paTh Tak ¥ HE CMOTJIA.

OerHHYB HaACTOJIBKO, 9TO YK€ CMOI'JIa CTOSATh, HE OIMKUPAsACh Ha MOET0 CIO3€PEHa, 1 CHOBaA
0CMOTpPeJIaChb, IMBITAACh HaWTH ‘-ITO-HI/I6YJII: HHTEepeCHOe.

— Mua, 6010Ch, ThI CMOXKEIITh IIPOCMOTPETH eIIle TOJILKO OTHO BOCIIOMHHAHKE, a IIOTOM HaM Haflo
OymeT BBIXOOUTE.

— [Touemy?

— Trl yXKe moTpaTuia CIUIIKOM MHOTO cui. Ho obelfao, MbI Ciofia ellle BepHeMCH.
— OGemaemp?! — CMOTPIO Ha ITAPHS YMOJIIOMIKUMHY TJla3aMu.

— O6berrnaro.

YBepeHHas ynbiOKa, OT KOTOPOMU fiellaeTcsl CIIOKOMHee Ha ayie. M s oTisioeIBaloch BOKPYT B ITOMCKaX
yero-HuOynb JefCTBUTENIbHO HHTEPECHOT0. M IepBhIM [Ie/IOM MOe BHUMaHKe IIPUBJIeKaeT... CHavana
MHe I10Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO 9TO TAKOU K€ KPUCTaJljl, KaK U TOT, YTO g yXKe IPOCMOTpeIa... HO HeT. ITO
OKa3asach Ienasi rpo3ab KPUCTAIIOB, BUCSIINX 04eHb OJTM3K0 OPYT K APYTY, ¥ IEPEBUTHIX MJIOTHOU
CeThIO CBSI3eH.

— Bor 370!

— Tol yBepeHna, Mua?! — B romoce MopuoHa CIBIIIIHO HECKPEIBAaEMOE COMHEHUE.
— VBepeHa. Ho ecnu TH He X04Yelllb...

— Ila "HeT, cMoTpw... [IpocTo...

— Yro?

— IIpocTo x0ueTcs B ria3ax J:00MMOM BHIISAETh 90aKUM IPUHIIEM Ha 6e/I0M KOHe... a 1ocyie
3Toro... — Mopu KacaeTcsl Tpo3au — 9TO OyHeT... 3aTPYAHUTENBHO.

— ... — 4 xacarch pyku MopuoHa, ¥ HeXKHO IIPOBOXKY MasblieM 10 THUJIBHOU CTOPOHE ero JagoHu.
— 4 3Ha, YTO Ha CaMOM Jejle — Thl KOBapHEIM OeMOH 1 Temubd Jlopa. U 4To?

BMecTo 0TBeTa MeHSI CHOBa KPETKO NMPUKUMAIOT K I'PY/IH.



— Cmortpu!

W 51 morpyzKaioch B ClIeAyolee BOCIIOMUHAHHUE.

OrpomHEBIY 3al1, He ycTynatoliui bombinoMy 3any XorsapTca HU B pa3Mepax, Hu B yopaHcTBe. Ha
caMoM [ieJie, eCJIA IPUCMOTPETHCS, TO YIIOMSAHYTHIE Bobioi 3an — cuibHO noMepkHeT. Hebpockas,
HO M3BbICKAHHAs POCKOIIb, C KOTOPOM YKpallleH 5TOT 3aJl, 3acTaBisfeT NOoTyru JamMOiImopa CMOTPEThCS
IOHEeNb3d XajKo. M Tonbko Tpynsl OCHOBaTeled M03BOJISI0T X0rBapTCy AepXkaTh MapKy. BoT TOIBKO
3TOT 3aJ1 0POPMIIEH... «B TEMHOM TOHAJILHOCTA» — TaK, HaBepHOe, OymeT mpaBuibHO. [IpsiMo
HaNpPOTUB TOTO, YbMMHU I'JIa3aMu S CMOTPIO Celdac — pacroiaraeTcsl BEICOKAY TPOH, @ Ha HEM —
BENIMYECTBEHHHIY U ropaeli [Tosenutens, Bnageika Bcero cymero. [lepen HUM Xxo4eTcs ynacTh Ha
KOJIEHHU, YTO U ieJlaeT TOT, KTO CEUYac eCThb «sI».

— 4, T'nmeiin, 6apoH JlerpeicKuii, MPHHOIIY OMMaX U KJISHYCh IbIIalollel KpoBbio ThbMbl — XPaHHUTD
BepHOCTL uMmnepuu [apk u ee I[ToBeNUTETTIO.

— Bcransbre, nep Jleurpeiickuu. Mel, UMnepaTop [lapk, IpuHEMaeM TBOM OMMaxX U TBOIO KJISTBY, U
IIOAITBepPKIaeM TBOe IIPaBO Ha JIEHHOU BllafieHue 0apoHCTBOM Jlerperi.

ToT, KTO €CTh «s» BCTAaeT U OTXO[UT B CTOPOHY, & ero MecTo 3aHMMaeT cienyoumi. 4 ke obpaiaio
BHUMAaHWE Ha TO, YTO «eTr0» OBUKEHUS OUIYIIAIOTCS KaK-TO MHA4Ye, YeM TOrja, Koraa s
IIpOCMaTpPHBaJia BOCIIOMUHAHKE 0 pa3roBope ¢ CaypoHOM YepHEIM.

— Tawm 51 OBITT B CBOEM TeJie, a 3TOT [ IeiH — OH OJlePKUMBIH.
— Tak xe, Kak 'appu?

— Her. 'appu yecTHO OT{al MHE BCe, U S B OTBET TaK K€ YeCTHO 000IIEsICS C HUM, ITI0CTapaBIINCh
chemnaTth BCe, YTO MOT, YTOOL 00ecIeunTh eMy Haunydinee Bo3poxaenue. A ['netis... OH Hagesncs Ha
IOPUONYECKOEe KPIOYKOTBOPCTBO, Ha XUTPO COCTABJIEHHEIM TOTOBOP... yMaJ HoayuYuTh CUIy, a oTOM
— 00MaHyTb I'/IYIIOTO IEeMOHaA... OH ommbcs. Takue JOTOBOPH — He CTOST OyMaru, Ha KOTOPOM OHU
3aIHCaHHI.

— a?
— CMoOTpH fanblie.

3ani ucuyesaeT BO ThMe. A KOrga mmepen ria3aMy MPoACHAETCA — KaPTHHKaA Y2K€ COBEPIIEHHO OPpyras.

Tenepsd «si» B HEOOJIBIIIONW KOMHATE... CYAs 110 BCceMy — 3ech HouyeT 6apoH [neiH. «fd» Bcraw. I'me-
TO B I7TyOMHe $1 OIyIllai0 CTpaHHOEe OECIIOKOMCTBO, HO JIETKO UTHOPHPYIO €To.

— Kcenoc Mopuos, pyka Hecymero beny, Bocctanb. MeHnsttomui [1yTu xKejaeT, YTOOB Thl UCIIOJTHUIT
€ro nopydesve. — TUXul, MIeNEeCTAIUIUHN IENOT, UCTOYHUKA KOTOPOTr0 A He BUXKY, HAIllOHSET BCIO
KOMHATY... HO 5 OTKyMa-TO 3Hal0, YTO CJILIIIKM €TI0 TOJIbKO Mbl: 6apoH I'neitH 1 MopHoH.

— OTO 4ecTh A MeHs, 4To caM lllenoT-Bo-Teme, ThICTYETUKAYM IPUHII, B3SJICSI DOHECTU [0 MEHS
nopy4yenue Brnagbpiky I3MeHUMBHIX BETPOB.

— Trer marmn... — llenoT cpeiBaeTcs B muneHue... — Ho 3T0 paAyeT Halllero Ccro3epeHa. ApXUTeKTop



Cyne0 npuBeTcTByeT HarnocTh. Crymaii xke. Ha Mup HakaThBaeTcs BoWHa. [IpoTUBOpeyYns nepxkas
3allM CIIUIIKOM faneko. [Ipaka HeusbexkHa. M mo BceM pacuyetaM, BanmeHcus 3Ty BOWHY IPOUTPaET.
Wwmnepus nmydile opraHW30BaHa, ee BOWCKa He 3HAIOT XKaJIOCTU U IOLIaAE!, a rjlaBHoe —
MepTtBUTENU... IPOTUB HUX Y CBeTa HET cpencTB. CTpax [maBuT.

[Tepemo MHO# pa3BOPaYMBAETCS CETh BApUAHTOB. O4eHb OBICTPO S TEPSIIOCh B JUAJIOTE ABYX JEMOHOB,
1 BCe CII0COOHOCTU AHaIUTUKA He MOTYT MHE IIOMOYb.

— ... ugu xe, ['menH Jlerpeuckuii, HeKpoMaHT U Prinjape OTyasgHus. Thl IOHSIL.
— Ha. d nousn. UMmnepuss — nager.

ToT, KTO paHbIlle 3aHUMAJI 3TO TEJI0 — MHITAETCS BEIPBATHCS, BEPHYTH ce0e KOHTPOJIb Hafl TEJIOM...
BOTIIE U BTyHE. Bce ero ycunus, CloXKHbIe 3aKIIIThs, HeMalasi MOIIb — BCE OCTAeTCS TaK U
Hepeaan30BaHHON BEPOSTHOCTHIO.

— IMpenarens! — T'onoc U3 ryOUHEL TEITAETCS HOCTYYATHCS [I0 TOTO, YTO CYUTAET COBECTHIO IeMOHA.
— 3auyem?

— TakoBo mopyuyeHue cio3epeHa. Tebe IPOCTO He 1MOBe3/10. — MeHTaNbHEIM yoap OTIIPaBISEeT
OJIePKUMOTO B TTTyO0KOE 3a0hIThE.

CuoBa TpouHbIH 3ai. [Tapsl Kpy&KaTcs B KAKOM-TO HE3HAKOMOM MHe 0albHOM TaHIe. «f»
HETOPOIIJINBO ABUTAIOCh K HeBemoMo 11emu. Ilar. Ma3smiaei 060poT. PackiaHNBaHCh C KaKOK-TO
naMoii. Bokan B «Moei» pyKe C XpyCTalIbHBIM 3BOHOM CTaJIKMUBAETCSI C TAKUM Ke 60KasoM KaKoTo-TO
nBopsiHMHA. Ho BOT MO¥ yTh 3aKOHYEH. Llenb — npsAMo nepeno MHOU. OTO YeJI0BEeK, C KaKUM-TO
HETIPUSATHBIM, TJIYMJIMBBIM, HO IIPH 3TOM — HECOMHEHHO, apUCTOKPATUUECKUM JIUI[OM.

— Kaiist 3y Punn. Meprteutens. Meu Mnepatopa. — MopuoH He 3a0biBaeT KOMMEHTUPOBATD IS
MEHS TO, UTO «SI» BUXKY.

Ouepennoii mar. M BuHO 13 O0Kana JIETUT MPSIMO B 1o Katie.
— Yro 310 Takoe? — Ha nune 3y Punna KkpynHeIMu OyKBaMU HalKMCaHO IIy00KOe HeJOyMeHHeE.

— 9t0? OckopOnenue. Kajb, KOHEYHO, YTO THl HACTOJIBKO TYII, YTO MIPUXOAUTCS TOBOPUTH 3TO
MIPSIMBIM TEKCTOM.

— YTO?! — PeB coTpsicaet 3an. — f, Kaiist 3y Punn Tpebyio HeMe[JIEeHHOTO yIOBIETBOPEHUST!
— K Bamum ycnyram, nep. K Bamum ycnyram.

I/IMnepaTop 0J1arOCKJIOHHO KHBaeT. ['meitH, HameXHO 3&HeprIfI B TJTYGI/IHG «MEHA», BOET OT yXKaca.
Heckonpko IIPpUAOBOPHEIX pa3661"aIOTCH, OTTEeCHAA J'IIOGOHBITCTBYIOH.II/IX. 3Byan 3aKJIAThs, OTpe3ad HacC
C IIPOTHUBHUKOM OT OCTAJIBHOT'O 3aJia.

MeprTBuTENb NOTHUMAET PyKy. M3-3a €ro mnieda BHITJISALBAET CYLUHOCTD, 3aCTaBsomas 6apoHa
['metiHa 3a0UTHCS B HCTePHUKE. Xellb. MeCTHOE BOIIJIOIEHWEe CMEPTH. JTO s ITOHKMMalo Jaxe 6e3
KOMMeHTapus 0T MopuOHa... a IOTOM 5 ¥ BOBCE TePSIOCh B IOTOKE BOCIIOMUHAHMS, yTpadyuBas
IIpefcTaBleHue 0 TOM, rae 1 — ['epmuona ['periaaxep, AHanutuk TeMHOro jopga Mopuosa, a roe —
caMm Pyka Hecywero beny, Kcenoc Mopuos.



Bapn nmpophiBaeTCs B peaibHOCTh, TpoOuBasi ciaboe MecTo B 3allliTe MUpa, KoTopoe ecTh 4. 1 B
MOUX pyKax camo co0o¥ HaunHaeT ¢popMupoBaThcsi Konbe Xaoca, n3mo0IeHHOe OpyK1Ue MOET0
OBLIIOTO CI03epeHa, CMePTh, CrtocoOHas youth CMepTh, HE CMOTPS Ha Bce ee OeccmepTue. U Xenb
orcTymaeT. Het, ee crtocOOHOCTH K CONIPOTUBJIEHUIO — flajieKo He ucyepnansl. OHa elle MHOTOe
Moryia OBl cHieniaTh, HO... «JIpaka BOJIKOB B KPEICHHON HOpe — Pa3pyuIuT HOPY». CIHUIIKOM MHOTHE K3
ee TIOTOMKOB, HaXO[SIIUXCS B 9TOM 3ajie, 0KaXKyTCsI COPOILIEHH C KPYTOB CyIIeCTBOBAHHUS IIPU
npopriBe MH(EPHO, €CNM 5 BOCIIOJIB3YIOCh CBOMM HEOTHEMIIEMBIM ITPaBoM B0o33BaTh K CBOEMY
cro3epeny. U Bcs paspymuTenbHas Molrs Kombst 06pyuuBaeTcs Ha Kaitio 3y Puiia, mpecekast ero
IIOTIBITKY CIIEIIHO 3aKPHITHCA IIUTOM. KOPOTKUY KPHK... ¥ faxe Aylla HeyOadJIuBOTO Oy3/IsHTa
OKa3bIBaeTCs CTepTa YyHOBHUIIHBEIM II0 CHUJIe YAAPOM. Teso XKe ero CTPEMUTEINIBHO BHII[BETAET KaK
IIJIOCKWY PUCYHOK... M MCYe3aeT. A cJieloM Ha ITOIMPOBaHHbIM KaMeHb TPOHHOTO0 3aja uMnepuu [Japk
omycKaeTcs u Tejo OapoHa [meiiHa, mponycTuBllee depe3 ce6s 6ombine Cumsl, 4eM CiocoOHO OBLIO0
BEIIEpKaTh. [loroBop ucmonHeH. ['newH nmonyyusn Cumy. Maoro Cunbl. OH OTKycun 60Jbiie, 4eM MOT
IIPOKEBATE.

Cnusinue pacmagaetcs. Temeps 1 — cHOBa ['epMuoHa I'peraxep. U 1 nexy Ha KaMeHHOM I0OJTy
LUATaAeNu MaMsaTy MOETo JiopHia. A psagoM — BangeTcsa caM Mopu.

— Hy BorT... Tak Bce u Ob110... 51 Ipeman Tex, KOMY KJISIJICS B BEPHOCTH, IPUIIOKHUIT PYKY K
YHUYTOXKEHUIO OTPOMHOM UMIIEPUM ¥ MHOTHM THICSTYaM KepTB. 4 Mor 6bI MHOT'0€ CKa3aTh, B
TIOTIRITKAX OIpaBaaTh cebs... HO He Oynmy. f COBEpIINII IpefaTenbCTBO. ITO PaKT, ¥ er0 HEBO3MOKHO
M3MEHUTh.

— He 3a6biBait — s ynbIOHYIach, He Aefas faxKe MOIMBITKY IOOHSIThCS. — B TOT MOMEHT s Oblia
T00OM. M 51 ToXKe MHOTOe MOTYy cKa3aTh 0 Kaiie 3y Punme, iMnepatope Tu4HO, 1 Bcell uMmInepuu [lapk
B I1eJIOM. THI IIOJIyYUJI 3TO 3afiaHKe IIOTOMY, YTO OBLJI TOTOB, ¥ XOTEJI €0 UCIIOJIHUTh. MeHS BOT
IpyTroe 3auHTepecoBao...

— Yto?

— Mensomuii 0yt — ofguH U3 TeMHOU YeTBepku. Tak 3aueM eMy YHUUTOXKATh TE€MHYI0 UMIIEPUIO?
3auem TeMHOMY 00Ty BCTaBaTh Ha CTOpPOHY CBeTa?

— 3ambiciel MHTpUTaHa — 9T0 3aMbICel MHTpUrana. KTo 3HaeT BCce MyTH ero U3BUIUCTON MBICITHA?
XOT4... €Cl MIPUHATH, YTO BCE CIIYYHUIIOCH TaK, KAaK OH XOTell... B ToM Mupe 00pa3oBascs JOMUHUOH
VHpepHO B MPOSIBIIEHHOM pPeaTbHOCTH... a elle... B UMIepuH [JapK CIHUIIKOM MHOT0e OBIJIO 3aBSI3aHO
Ha KJISTBY IbUTAIOIIEN KPOBH... TO €CTh — Ha pabcTBo. U mopaxkeHue UMIEpUy ymMaauio ['ocrogrHa
paboB. He cuIbHO — BeOb €T0 IPOTUBHUKK TOXKE HUCIIOIb30BAIN HHCTUTYT PabCTBa... HO YMAaJIHIIO.
B03M0XKHO — OBIJIO U YUTO-TO EIIle...

— Ho Heyxemnu Kaiist ObI7T HACTOJIBKO CHUJIEH, YTO €T0 CMEPTh IMOAKOCHUTIAa UMIlepuio? Benb
MepTBUTENIEH OBIJI0O MHOTO... Te &Ke 3y Pumnisl — ObUIM BeCbMa MHOTOYUCIEHHBIM POJIOM... @ BEOb
Oblu ere U 3y KpaitHh...

— Bce ouenb npocto. [la, Kaiist OB CUITBHBEIM MaroM, BO3MOXKHO, ero CHJIbl He XBaTuio MiMmepaTopy,
4yTOOHI yepxkaTh PpoHT. Ho rmaBHOoe He B 9TOM. [1aBHOe — ucYe3 cTpax. [1o 3Toro MepTBUTENHN
noru0asny TOIbKO B CXBaTKax ¢ cebe MOgoOHEIMU. A TyT... KAKON-TO 3aIITaTHLIM 0apoH U3 IIy00KOU
IIPOBUHIUY, TIYCTh U LIEHOU XU3HU — yOuBaeT MepTBUTENS. ..

¢ mepeBopayMBaOCh HA XKUBOT ¥ CMOTPIO Ha Mopu. OH fenaeT To XKe caMoe. BOT 1 Kak eMy TOJIbKO
KPBIThST HE MeIaT? MHI B yIIOp CMOTPHUM APYT Ha APYTa... a TOTOM S HaYWHAI0 00JITaTh HOTAMH.



— H 4To... ecnu TH YZ&Ke BOCCTaHOBHIIACK... Hp06yeM BCTaTh, U UAeM?

Y MBI momnu.
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