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fHa, mOX0XKe, He 0YEeHb BIEYATIINIIN 3al037allkie OIlpaBOaHHUA Anbcuu. BmecTo 3TOr0, OH IMOCMOTpPEI
Ha HEBHUHHOE JIUIIO SIBCUH C HEeOOBOJIbHEIM BBEIPA2KEHHUEM.

9710 6bITO0 06IETYEHUEM, UTO CETOMHS OHA pPacIyCTuia Boyiockl. OHa 0oJbllle Yaca IHITajJach HAWTH
CBOIO PE3UHKY MJIST BOJIOC, TOTOMY YTO He BHIENIa, yIasla JIk JIeHTa, KOTOPO OB 3aBsI3aHEL ee
BOJIOCHI, Ha ITPOCTHIHIO. TakK 4TO, ecyiu GbI OHA CMOTJIa coOpaTh UX, KOraa fH TakK OTKPOBEHHO
IIOCMOTpEJI Ha Hee, OHa ObI He CMOTJIa IIPUKPHITh CBOU SIPKO-KPACHEBIE VI KPEMOBEIMU BOJIOCAMH.

OH ObUT OeNCTBUTENIBHO NIPUBJIEKATENILHBIM MYXKYMHON aXKe B 9TOM CJI0KHOM CUTyalUH.
Onbcus mogyMala, YTO COIIa C yMa U3-3a TOT0, YTO He MOXKeT ce0s yCIIOKOUTE.

- Tel 6;1u3K0 3HAaKOMa ¢ Ero BricouecTBOM? YIUBUTENBHO 3HATH, UTO 3TOT I'PEIKUN OpeX, COOpaHHbIM
C 3eMJH, IpUHafIexkalle UMIIepaTOPCKON CeEMbe U He PaclpoCTPaHsAeMBIN TyOIMYHO, Ha CAaMOM
[lefie DOCTaBIsAeTCs clofa Amsl TeOs.

IIBa TOJICTHIX TPELIKUX Opexa, KOTOPHe AH mepkKas B PyKe, CTOIKHYJIUCH APYT C APYTOM M U3[aiu
TPeCK. JJIbCUS, KOTOPasi HepBHUYAla ¥ YyBCTBOBala HEKOTOpoe o0yeruenue, 6bICTPO KUBHYIIA.

- Hemuoro 3nakoMa. Korma y MeHs GbIsT TOMBKO Bynu, oH mogoepkuBajl MeHsSI B MOEM CIIelIHaIbHOM
¥ccienoBaHuu. biaromaps 9ToMy Y MeHS IOSIBUNIaCh HOBas KykKia benwiii Kponuk. A momyyuna
IIOMOIIIb OKOJIO ITOJIYTOofia Ha3af U Ioexasa B CTOJIHUILLY.

- XM.

Korga Ha nuie fdHa nIposiBUNTMCh MPU3HAKU MHTEpPeca, KOTOPOT0 OHa HUKOTa PaHbllle He 3aMedara,
Onbcust GBICTPO IPOTONKHYIACH, AYMasi, UTO IIPHUIIIO BPpEMS.

- Ecnu y Bac ecTb BOIIPOCH KO MHE, MOXeTe 3ailaBaTh JIIOOLIE.

- Kak xutpo. Thl nEITa€UIbCS TOTYYUTh IIPaBO OCTAThCS 30ECh BCEI0 HECKOJIBKUMU CII0BAMU?
HecMmoTps Ha CypoOBYIO OILIEHKY, DJIbCUSI MITKO y/IBIOHYIach, He YHBEIBAS.

- 4 Bepio, UTO CMOTY 3TO cHenaTh. Pa3Be He moaTomy Ero BricouecTBo BhIOpanm MeHs?

- Kak 1 0XKupnanoce, THl MHe He HPABUIILCS.

Ero cnoBa OblIM XOJTIOMHBIME, HO JJILCHS SCHO 9TO BuAesna. Korma pyka fHa, KoTopas CTosi/ia
CKPIOUYEHHOM, OMyCTHUJIACh, JIeTKas ylbiOKa pacnosisfiach 0 YTONKY ero pTa, IPUKPHITOTO
pykKaBoM. YBueB u3MeHeHUs fHa, oHa Oblza B BOCTOPTe U He MOTJIa TIOILIEBEIUTLCSA, TaK KaK ee
IIeKU TTOKpPaCHeNn.

fH 6pocuI pa3BieyeHNe - TPEMETh TPELKUMU OpexXaMu, U B3TJISTHYIT Ha 9Ty UHTEPECHYIO
xkeHmuny. Ee 3Banmu Onbcus Bennet? Cpenu iofeit, KOTOPHIX TOKa BEIOpasl KPOHIPHUHII, Y Hee caMast
spKasi MUMUKa.

fH oTmpaBuiics B 3aMoK KOcyu, moToMy 4TO yCcTas oT nmofei. TeM He MeHee, OH OeHCTBUTEIIBHO
XOTeJl YBUIETh, KaKOe BEIpazkKeHue JINIla OHA CAejlaeT B TOT MOMEHT, KOT'la OH CKaXeT TO, YTO OHA
XOTeJla YCBIIaTh OT Hero 0osbire Bcero. [Ipocto Tak. OH HMKOTIa He AyMaJll, YTO B KOHIIe KOHI[OB
PELIUTCS YOOBIETBOPSAThH XKEHIUHY U3-3a UHTEpeca.



«Jlymato, MHe 1IOpa CJIOMUTE CBOE YIIPSIMCTBO.»

OH B3TJIIHYJI Ha CBOIO CJIOMaHHYI0 PyKy. Ceparle fAna Caiinpuca ObII0 CUNIbHEE U YPOOJINBEE
06e300pa3Ho 3aKaleHHOW U UCKPUBIIEHHOU PYKH.

[leHb pHIIIAPCKOM LIePEMOHUH, KJISITBA XKUTh YECTHO OO0 KOHIIA.

Korpa 91 cran rnaBou CBsathix Printapeyt Tupckou LlepkBy u MONUIICS Tepen CTaTyel, Ha ero mjaedn
jlerjia TAXKeJasi OTBeTCTBEHHOCTD.

He roBopst yke 0 TOM OHE, KOTia OH TOJIBKO U fieJlajl, YTO COBepIIal OUMOKY, OTKa3kBaJICS OT BCEX
OXupaHuu ¥ yberasn oT MUpa.

Kaxercs, IIPpUIINIO HAKOHEII BpeMS PACIIyTaTh Y3JIbl, B KOTOPEIE OH CaM 3aIlyTaJICAd, XU KakK CliegyeT
BBEITIPDOCHUTE IIPOIIEHNA.

- 'pad?

Onbcud no3Basna fHa, KOTOPHY ObUI B IJIyOOKOM pa3gyMbe. YCIIBIIAB ee TOJI0C, II0X0KUN Ha MUTIYI0
IITUYKY, OH YXMBIIbHYJICSL U 3aT0OBOPUIJI HECKOJIBKO O0APO.

- Mu1 B3sniu TTONTy4eHHEle, Onarofaps Tebe, Tpelikue Opexy U PUTOTOBUIM IIPOCTOM fecepT. Xouelllb
nornpoboBaTh BMeCTe?

Ona noka3zaja 0oJiee MIMPOKYIO YNIBIOKY, YeM OH 0XKHUOal.
- IIa, s OB XOTeNa!

[Tocne HeOombIION MOOEIB DIIbCHUST YTOCTUIIACH BMECTE C HOM ITMPOTOM C I'PELKUMHU OpeXaMu B
KauyeCTBe OCHOBHOTIO IepeKkyca. Pa3roBapuBas ¢ HUM, OHa IIOHSJIA, YTO €€ PeryJsapHble IPUBETCTBUS
B 3 Yaca [HS HUKOTOAa He OBITM HallpacHHIMU. Bompeku cnoBaM XedifieHa, fH 3HaA KOe-4TO O
00NTOBHE DNBCUH Y IBEDU.

OH MOmPOCHII ee oCcTaThes B 3aMKe KOcmu mo HOosiOpst, 4TOOR OHa MOTJIa Ha4yaTh JIedeHre KaK MOXKHO
ckopee. OgHAKO OH MPUTPO3WII €1, YTO IOpa CHACTCS, IIOTOMY YTO OH He BEPHETCSI B CTOJIUIY U He
npuMeT Ha cebs 0053aHHOCTH, OT KOTOPHIX OTKA3aJICs.

Yxe KoHeIl CeHTH6pH. Inbcus OCTOPO2KHO CIIPpOCHIIQ, OIlaCasiCh, 4TO II0CIIEe OKTH6p${ ee CHOBa
BBITOHAT.

- Pa3Be 51 He MoOT'y ocTaThCs, Moka Bemnwiit Kponuk moymHoCThI0 HEe 06paboTaeT pyKy rpada?

- Kak T gymaelsb, CKOJIbBKO BpeMEeHHU 3T0 ITPOIUTCA? T OeHCTBUTEIBHO AyMaelllb, YTO S TO3BOJIUII
051 9T0? Bornee Toro, Kyknosox. [Tomoxau... ITo Oblna Inbcus? 3uMa 3[eCh CypoBasi, a 3aMok KOcnu
[OJIroe BpeMsi HaXOOUIICS B 3allyCTEHUU, HY2KHO IIPOAeiaTh MHOTO PAaOOTEL.

3aTeM, OH foOaBuUII.

- Y Te6s1 cnaboe Teso, eCy TH MPOBENENIh 3UMY B TAKOM MECTe, THl Oy[elb CTPafaTh OT CEPhe3HOU
6one3nu. Eciu nedyeHre He 3aKOHYUTCS OCEHbBIO, BO3BPAIIACS B CTOJIUIY U IpUe3kKall BECHOM.

Korga oHa BIepBEHIe IONasa CI0fa, JIbCUS IPEKPACHO 3HAJIA O TOM, YTO Ha BCEH TEPPUTOPUU €CTh
Ipo06JIEMEL, 0 YeM el Takke coolbumny CelipaH U gPyrue COIgaTHL.



- {1 MoTy IOMOYb C PEMOHTOM 3aMKa, He Tak JIu?

Y Onbcun GbIJI0 YBepeHHOE BhIpaXkKeHue JIKlla, HO SH B OTBET I0XKaJl IjedyaMu.
- Tel cobUpaeIIbCcs UCII0Tb30BaTh CBOMX KYKOJT?

- [a. Joctatouno Bypnu!

OHa roBOpHIa C TOPAOCTHIO, HO SH BO3pa3uJl, faxe OPOBLIO He IOIHSB.

- 9TO MeCTO M3HaYaIbHO OBITIO TOCTPOEHO M1 BOEHHBIX IIeJIel, II09TOMY B Ka4eCTBe MaTepHuasioB
MCIT0/Ih30BaIMCh TOPa3mo 0ojiee MPOYHEBIE TPEeIMETE BMECTO OORIYHEIX KUpIKUYel. ByneT romoBHOM
60mbI0, eCTu IepeBsiHHASA KyKJla YOApUTCS 0 KaMeHb U clioMaeTcs. f He qyMmalo, YTO MUCKJIISBas
MapHroOHEeTKa CyMeeT XOPOIIO TaCcKaTh KaMHHU, TaK YTO OCTaBhb ee.

OH cpenan BUA, 4TO He CMOTPUT, HO, IOX0XKe, 3HAJ, YTO OelaeT JIbCHUs.
- Ax... Ho...!
- [lepecranb OBITH yIpsiMoii. [lake He IIPOCHU YCTYNOK 0obille. ITO U3HAUATBHO HE TBOE [ETIO.

¢IH, KOTOPBIY XOJIOTHO MOABENT YePTY, 3aKOHYHII CBOIO PeYb U IMOCTABHUII YAIKy Yasi, KOTOPYIO
mepKai, Ha cToi. Kak u B mepBhIi eHb UX 3HAKOMCTBA, JJIbCUS OBICTPO OTJI0XKUIIA BUJIKY,
ITPOTKHYBIIYIO OOJIBIION KYCOK MUPOTa. [T Ha HeqoeIeHHbIH MUPOT C IPEIKUMK OpeXaMHy Ha
IeCcepTHOU Tapesnke, dH ¢ TH000MBITCTBOM 3aTOBOPHUIT:

- Tebe crnenmyeT ecTh Gomnblire. [IogeMy TH OCTaHOBUIACH?

- Ecniz Bel BepHeETeCH B CBOMO CIAJIbHIO, 1 IIPOBOXKY Bac u yuny...

- 4l momoXk[y, MOKa Thl 3aKOHYHUIIL €CTh, TaK UTO HE CMOTPY Ha MEHS U He TOPOINCE.
Onbcus OblyIa KaK-TO CMyIlleHa ero HEOCTOPOXKHBIMY CIIOBAMHU.

Ona Oblia Beceoii 10 HAType 4 TeprnenanBoi. OgHAKO U3-3a TOTO, YTO OHa OblJla U3 CeIbCKOU
MECTHOCTH, V Hee Oblyia c1aboCTh Iepen CIMIIKOM BKYCHOM eflol, KOTOpas Tasijia y Hee Ha S3BIKe,
IpsIMO Kak y pebenka. [Toce nmpue3na B 3aMok HOciu y Hee OBIIO TPHUBHIYKOM KaXKI0e YTPO
IIPOBEPSITH, KAaKOM CeromHs necepT. Ha camoM merne KynuHapHbIe CIIOCOOHOCTH IIed-mioBapa ObIu
IJIST HEee CJITUIITKOM XOPOIIIH.

KoneuHo xe, IH yIBIOHYJICS, YBUEB MaJIbIbl JJILCUHU, TIHYIINECS K BUJIKE.

- Korpma ThHI mpuimia MeHsi BCTpedaTh, pa3Be Thl He CKa3aja, YTO JII0OUIIL BUIIHIO ¥ XOYeIllh ChelaTh
110 OMHOMY JIefleHITy KaXKabii neHb? Ecnu TH yigels, He CheB IUPora C TPeIKUMU OpexaMu, YTOOH
IIPOBOAMTEL MEHS, 1 HE CMOTY CIIaTh 10 HOYaM.

- Hert, ato He Tak! He go Takou cremeHu!
- Xaxaxa, xBaTuT. 71 Oosbile He Oyny Te0s Opa3HUTH, TaK UTO elllb C YBePEeHHOCTEIO.

YBuUpEB XKECTOKYI0 HECIPABEAIUBOCTh JIbCUH, IH TPOMKO pacCMesiyiCd U MPUHEC KHUTY,
3aCTPSIBIIYIO0 Ha MaJIeHbKOM KHUKHOM 1oJiKe. BeiTo o6neryenreM, 4To JIbCHS CMOTJIa CheCTh BECh
OCTaBIIMICS IAPOT, He TIISOd eMy B rjla3a. Temeps, KOTa ero B3I UCYE3, el 0CTaBaIOCh TOJIBKO
HaclaXaaThCsd eI0i, OMHAKO INIbCUS MPOIOIXKala IOorasaabBaTh Ha AHa.



970 OBIJIO TAaK CTPAHHO.

Ona no4yyBCTBOBaJIa BKYC IMPOTra, KOTOPHIM KakK CJIefyeT Tasj Ha ee A3blKe... [I[pUATHEIN cMeX fIHa
3amepxkaicy U B ee ymax. OHa He MOrJjla CKa3aTh, YTO XYyeT: XPYCTAIIYI0 KOPKY, IMKaHTHEIE IPelKie
Opexy WM CIafKU¥ KapaMeJIbHBEIU CUPOIL.

9T0 OBIJIO TaK HETOX0XKE Ha Hee, TypMaHa.
«YT0 CO MHOH HEe Tak?»

TpynHO MOYYyBCTBOBATH BKYC STOI'0 BEJIMKOJIEITHOTO NIUPOra C IPELKMMU OpexXxaMu, faxe Koraa OHa
IIPOTJIOTUIIA eT0 LenuKoM. [TogymaB Tak, IbCUs BCTana, A4S B IUIO fHa, KOTOPHIU
COCpPeNOTOYHUIICS Ha KHUTE.

- Bcero ogus Kycouek? Tsl MOXKeIIb CheCTh OOJIbIIIE.
- Bce HOpMarnbHO.
- XM, BepHEMCH?

AH yneIOHYICS U BCTas, Oyay4r HECKOJIBKO 3aCTEHUYMBEIM. YBUIEB €T'0 HEIPUTSI3ATENIbHYI0 YIIBIOKY,
cepple DIbLCUM CHOBA 3aTpemneTarno 6e3 KoneOaHuH.

«IToyemy... [IoueMy 3TO IPOUCXOTUT?»
Ero npuBsi3aHHOCTE OBlNIa 3ape3epBUpOBaHa ISl APYToro 0COOEHHOT0 YeI0BeKa.
Becnone3Ho nuTaTh TEIJble YyBCTBA.

Onbcust TIIy00KO CKIIOHHUIA TOJIOBY, YCIIOKOUIIA MYIbCUPYIOIIYI0 TPYOb U MOMBITANIACh TIOCTIEeN0BaTh 3a
HuM. OHAKO SH IPOTSHYI PYKY ¥ COejal HeOXKHUIaHHOe 3asBIIeHUe.

- 4 oTBemy TeOs B TBOE KUJIO€ MOMEIleHHe. ITO Ha BTOPOM 3TaxkKe?
- Ia? Ho s B mopsimke. BepHee, He IPOBeCTH X MHE rpada B ero CIalabHIo?

Korga 9nbcus ¢ youBlieHNEM 3afiajia BOIPoc, fAH moxaJ mjaedyaMy, CJIOBHO XOTeJl OBICTPO CXBAaTUTh €€
3a PYKY.

- DNIbCUS, TH He MOS CIIy2KaHKa, Thl TOCThS 9TOr0 3aMKa. Y... B TBoux rinasax g MOTY BHITTISIHETh
JKAJIKUM MIbSHULIEH, HO 51 He TaKOU yX Xpynkuil. He BonHylHCA.

- Ox...

Ona Gecmokounach, UTo MOTJIa 3afleTh €Tr0 TOPAOCTh, HO OblJIa 0YEHb pafia, YTO ITOTO HE

cmenana. JNbCUS YyTh HE B3IPOTHYIIA, KOTHA €€ B3S/IK 3a PYKY. [1abIbl DIbCUM TOYYBCTBOBAIH
CTPAHHYIO TEeMIIEPATYpPY, HOCTATOUHYIO, YTOOHI ITOAYMaTh, UTO €0 IIIAIl OB TOPSYUM. MyXK4YruHa
Me[IJIEHHO ITOIOIIIe T K OBEPU TOCTUHOM, M0OaBUB.

- Jleyuenue HauHeTCA 3aBTpa. Kak Hacuet 10 yTpa?
- KoHeuyHo, HO MOTY /111 51 Ha4YaTh JiedeHre 3aBTpa?

HecMoTpst Ha TO, UTO OH CKa3asl e¥ CaeaTh 3TO PaHblie, JIbCHIO IOMPOCUIK ellle Pa3 MPOBEPHUTh



ero jeyeHue. AH He COGI/IpaHCH Haj Hel CMesIThCs, HO YT'OJIKH PTa IPUIIOOHATNCE, IIOTOMY 49TO 3TO
OBLITO MMIJIO, KOI'la ee I'lia3a OBLIH IDWPOKO OTKPHBITHI. Ona HamoMHHaNIa KPOJIKKA.

- [Touemy? B 10 yacos pano?

- Hu B koeMm pase! Ha camoM fernie, s Tak CHaCT/IMBa, YTO rpad paspeurun MHe 06paboTaTh CBOIO
PYKY.

- [Touemy?

Korpa fH BcTan, 3nbpCcus OTBETUIIA, CTapasich He CMOTPETh Ha er0 YPOAJIUBEE PYKH.

- Pa3Be 3T0 He 04eBUHO? ITO GOJBIIOE YIOBONIBCTBUE, ECIIU Thl MOXKEIIb U3JIE€YUTh YbI0-TO 0OJIb.
- Torga s mpotury TBoero n1006e3HO0r0 COTPygHUYECTBa.

Korpa fu man emle ofuH YeTKUM OTBET, DILCUS YIBIOHYIACh U KUBHYIA, Oyaydu caMoi SpKOU U3
BCEX, KOT'0 OH KOrfa-mubo BUIE]L.

- Oa! 4 paccuuTrBao0 Ha Bare nio6e3H0e COTPYIHUYECTBO. S cOesam Bce BO3MOXKHOE.
- Tak u Oymer.

9T0 He uMeso 6OJIBIIOTO 3HAYEHHUS, HO, KOTHA SIH OTBETHUJ, IEKU DIIbCUU BCILIXHYIU. EMy 65110
MHTEPECHO, BCerna 1 Jnbcus Oblla 3acTeHunBo. TeM He MeHee, fH 0CTaBUN ee B IIOKOe, He
oOpaliasi BHUMaHUS Ha TaKye TPUBUAJIbHbIE BEIIIH.

BepHyBIIKCh B CIIANIBHIO B COITPOBOXKAEHUY fHa, Inbcusi Opocuiach Ha KpoBaTh. [laxke He fyMas
OTJIOXKUTH 3HAK, OHa YTKHYJIACh JINLIOM B YIOTHYIO IIOAYIIKY ¥ TUXOHBKO BCXJTUIIHYJIA.

«ITouemy? Ilouemy 3T0?...»

OMOIHS MIPHUIIIIA C OTI03[MaHUEeM, KOT7la Ha ykbaroueMcs tuie SIHa IOSIBUICS MPUSTHRIN CMEX,
KOTOPBIH, Ka3aJI0Ch, pa3dymun ee ymu. M rony6rie rina3a, KOTOPHE, KaK OHa fyMasa, ObIIA BCETO
JIUIIb XOJTOMHBIMHU, CIETKa YCIOKOUITUCE. DIIbCHS XOPOIIO 3HAJa 9TO XPYIKOE U MSTKOe YyBCTBO,
CJIOBHO POCTOK, IIPOJABIIMBAIOIIHE 3€MJTIO.

«Heyxenu 3T0...»

CrnaOblif ¥ HapacHBIM COH, KOTOPBIY SBISIETCS OBUXKYIIEN CUION XKU3HU YeJI0BeKa, IPOTYyKTOM
IIPEKPacHBIX ¥ OJIeCTAIMINX SMOLUKY, ¥ HAa KOTOPHIM IPYrof 4eloBeK OTBETUT TEMU XKe CJI0BaMU, KOTHa
OymeT choenaHo ApoxKalllee IPU3HAHUE.

Ona 3acTOHana, CXBaTUBIIUCH MAJIeHbKOM PYKOU 3a YroJl HaBOJIOYKH.
- Het... He B 910T pas, 9nbcus. TH yXKe 3Haelllb, 4YTO IPOU30UIET B KOHIIE.

Brl He MoKeTe JII0OUTH ero, BH He HOJIKHEI BIIOOJISITHCS B HETO, ¥ BBl HE JOJIKHBI 3aBOOUTE CII0XKHYIO
MaBKy, KoTopas OymeT yKacHo 60ne3HeHHOi [y Bac. OHa ycrokauBasa ce0s, yMOJss U XKefast He
BUOETH B fIHE MyXKYKHY, II0Ka He IPUAET o0ellaHHOe BpeMS.

«TBI 3Haelb, KOTO OH JII0OUT, HO THI IPOAOJIXKAEIIh OLITh XKagHOHM, Inbcus beHHeT?»

«CMOXKellb JIX TH 3aHATH MECTO CBATOU B €0 Cepale?»



«TH HEe MOKEeIIb.»
«OYyHHUCb, UOUOTKA!»

Ona HEOOHOKPATHO pyTajlaChk Ha CBOIO HEYHCTYIO COBECTh, HO HEM3BECTHO, IIOOeNCTBOBAIIO JIN 3TO.
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