'Ax! Ax! Ax!" Tsaxxeso meiman JI>xKenk

OH BCTaJI, IpuXpaMbIBasi, yCTaBUBIIKCH Ha JTIOJIel B MacKax.

HecMmoTps Ha akTuBaluio ero [[ma3a Akammmu], [I>KelK coBceM He OBLI CYaCTIIUB.

OTHIOOL HET, OH OB HAMIPSIXKEeH!

Ero Teno celiuac 6b110 B 6ecriopsifke, 1 y HeTo He OBIJIO OPYKUS, 4TOOH cpaxkaTbcsd. OH aKTUBUPOBA
CBOY 0COOHIH I'71a3 TOJIBKO AJISL TOTO, YTOOHI TOAepXKaTh TEJIO.

OpHaKO 9TO He MPUBENO X B oTuyasgHue. OH IPUCTAIbHO BIIISSABIBAJICS B JIIOOEH B MacKax, IIPOBEPSs,
HET I KaKOu-HuOYyab c1aboCTy, KOTOPYIO OH MOT ObI UCIIOIh30BaTh B CBOUX MHTEpPECaX.

Y Bce XKe OH He MOT HaWTH HUYETO yIOBIETBOPUTENbHOT0. Te, KOTOphle OH 3aMeTHI, MoTpedoBaiu
Obl, 4TOOBI OH MCIIOJIb30BAJI CBOE (pU3UUECKOe TEeJI0 [0 IIPefiesia, YTO OH yXkKe cheian HeCKOJIbKO
MUHYT Ha3afl.

Ecnu oH CHOBa MPEBBICUT CBOM IMpefies, OH MOXKEeT YMepeTh UM, B XyOIIeM CIydae, UCKaleUuTh CBOe
TeJI0. ITO He OBIIO XKU3HECIIOCOOHBIM pereHueM!

IXeHK CIBIIIAI O Ky/JIbTHBAaTOPaX, IT0KaeyallliX CBOM Tejla BO BpeMs cpaxkeHuit. OHM CTaHOBSTCS
000J109KO¥ camMux cebsi ¥ TepPSIOT OOMIBINYI0 YaCTh CBOMX CIIOCOOHOCTEH. Ha HEKOTOPHIX U3 HUX axkKe
OXOTHJIMCh WX BPArd U IBITANIU 0 CMEPTH.

YacTh KyJTbTUBAIUY - 9TO IPOrPECCUBHBIN MyTh. B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/Ia YeJI0BEK OCTAaHOBUTCS, BCE
o0pyIIMBaeTCs Ha Hero, Kak KapMa.

CnemoBaTenbHO, OH HE MOT PHUCKOBATE CEPHE3HO IIOBPEOUTE CBOE TEJIO.

"Xmm..?" [I3KeuK BhIIIe U3 CBOET0 MBICJIEHHOT O IIPOCTPAHCTBA, [I0YyBCTBOBAB OIIACHOCTh BOKPYT
cebs.

Ero [Akamnyeckuil ria3] mpocBeTies, Korga OH orisfgescs BOKpyT, "[loxoxke, OHU CTaau OOBOJIBHO
HeTepIeIuBEIMU"

*[lal*

MruoBeHHO 3HAKOMasi 3Heprus B popMe IyJIu C XPUIIOM IOHECTACh 0 €r0 TEKYIIETO
MECTOIOJIOXKEHHUS.



OH nerko YBEPHYIJICA, HO TYT XK€ IIOHAJ, 94TO 3TO JIOBYH.IKa!

*Iuur!*

3a ero CIIMHOK BHCEJIO OpyXKHue. IIxxelK YZKe 9yBCTBOBAJI OCTPOTY OPYXKHA, KOT'Ild OHO OﬁpYHII/IJ'IOCB Ha
HEero, He JaBad eMy BpeMEHH CPEearupoBaTk.

*¥IIBpIO!*

ATtaxka Ppa3pe3ajia MECTOHAXOXKIOEHNE [IKelrKa, KOraa TOT OIIYCTHJIICA Ha 3€MIII0.

WM3-3a ymapa, aTaka BhI3BaJla IBITb, KOTOPAs 3aTyMaHUIa OKPECTHOCTH U 3aKphiia 0030p BCEM.

OTKpPHIB CBOM OOJIBIION POT, CTAPIINIA BEITYCTU yKacalollee KOJIMYeCTBO BO3yXa, KOTOPOE,
HECOMHEHHO, MOTJIO OBl IIPUBECTH B IBUXKEHUE KaMEHb.

Bo3myx pa3orHarl mblib, ¥ CTApIIAi C HETEPIIEHUEM Kyaj, Korga [Ixeik 6yoeT pa3pe3aH MomojaM.

"410?!" BOCKIIMKHYJI OH.

[Tei1B YZXKe paccesiach, 1 CTalePIfI MOT BC€ YBUOETH.

Vi3-3a HamafieHus1, ero opyxKue ObIJI0 BOTKHYTO B 3eMJII0, HO Ha 3eMJie He ObIJI0 KPOBH.

BMecTo 3TOr0, B 3TOM 30HE He OLUIO0 HUKAKOHM KU3HU.

Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOrfja OH rafas, rae [Keuk, OH yCblllial KpUK!

[TocmoTpeB B mecsaTu dyTax oT ce0s1(3M), OH YBUAET, KaK KPUUUT €T0 MIIQMIINH, a C er0 TOJI0BEI
CTEKaeT JIyKa KPOBHU.

OH mopyMart, 4To, BO3MOXKHO, 3T0 Obin [IKelK, Ho [[KeliKa TaM He Obisto. BMecTo aToro Haubonee
BEPOSITHOM MPUYMHON OBIJIO TO, YTO 3TO CHEJIANI KaMeHb, 00arpeHHBIN KPOBBIO PSIIOM C MJIafiiuM. Bece
JKe, HalpalluBajCs BOMPOC, rae ObiT [IKenK?

He ycmen cTapimuii MOIy4YUTh CBOM OTBETHI, KaK ITOBCIOY CTAJI0 TEMHO, KaK IIBET TEHEH, KaK MECTO
0e3 caerTa.

"CseT!" KDUKHYJI CTAPIIUU.



OH ypOHUI TaMIy, KOTHa Haval Opaky ¢ [IKeikoM.

CBeT, UCXOOUBIIKM OT JIAaMITEI, IOMOTa 00eMM CTOPOHAM BHIETh CBOMX BPAaros, HO OLIIO 0YEBHUIHO,
YTO €r0 IPOTUBHUK OOJIBIIIE 3TOT0 HE XOTEI.

"Mnapmmmi, ugu Ko MHe! Mul 6yeM IpUKPLIBAThL APYT APYTa," KPUKHYI CTapILIni B TEMHOTE.

OH HapesIcs, 4TO MIafIINI CMOXKET HalTH €ro 110 T'0JIOCY, TaK KaK eMy He IIPUAETCS IIOBTOPSTh
OBaXKIEL.

OGagast 60raTHIM OIIBITOM, OH IIOHMMAJI, YTO JIeJlaeT eT0 Bpar. BEICTIeKUBaeT CBOIO HOOBIYY B
TEMHOTE. ITO OB KITaCCUYECKUH X0 XUIIHUKOB U YOI

Ero npoTUBHUK TOXKeE IOTMAaJI B OKpyXKeHue TbMbl. OUeBHUIHO, Y HETO ObIJI0 JOCTAaTOYHO YBEPEHHOCTH,
YTOOB! CpPaXkaThCs BCIEMYIO.

C opmHOrO B3ryIsAfa CTapIINy MOHSI MOTUB [KelKa, 'OH 3HaJI, YTO AOJr0 He MPOOEePKUTCS, TOITOMY
CMeHuTn cueny. I'me-uubyns, roe emy Oynet yooOHee.'

OpHOM M3 IPUYKMH TAKOT'0 BEIBOAA OBIIM €ro CTOJIKHOBEeHHUS C [IxkerikoM. OH IpoaHaIu3upPOBal
6oeBol cTuib [KeiiKa ¥ HallOJIOBUHY IIOHSJI €T0 MBICIIUTEIHHBIN ITPOLIEeCC.

Ero Tenmo B3mpOrHys0, KOTOa OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI YTO-TO mo3aau cebsi. OH yke coOupasncs HadyaTh
OBUXKEHWE, KOTfia YCIbIIIaa TUXUK 1enotT, "9to sa!"

On Y3HaIl 3TOT T'0JI0C. 9T0 OB TOJIOC ETO MJIA[IIIETO 6paTa.

Vnribasichk, OH MpoIIenTas B OTBET, 'XoporIo!'

Haxkonen-to IIOYYBCTBOBAB 3a CIIMHOM YYBCTBO 6e3omacHocTH, OH peninia IIOKOHYUTE C 3TUM
B3OOPOM.

OcBeTuB cBoe Teno cusinueM [[lyxOBHOW DCCEHINK], OH HAllpaBUJI €ro B CBOM Med U BHI3BaJI IJIaMsl.

OH TakXe cHefaj OTHEHHBIH 1ap Ha CBoel pykKe u Opocus ero Buepen. Kyna Ovl HU Hanpassics
OTHEHHEIY IIap, OH OCBelllas 3TO MeCTO.

Huuero He Bups, crapimmu B3noxHyn, 'Ty--uto?!’

Y Hero OblyIa BCEI'0 MUJITHUCEKYHAA, YTOOL pacciabuThCs, IPexkae YeM OH IIOHSJI, YTO, CYMs II0
CTPYKType TyHHenel, ecnu Obl [IKe#K He ObLI Teped HUM, OH OBl ObI To3aju!



MrHOBEHHO B3MaxXHYB CBOEM OTHEHHOH 1"J'Ie(1)OI7I 3a CIIMHOM, OH OB YOUBJIEH, HUYET0 HE YBUEB....TdK
OBLITO OO TeX IIOP, IOKa OH He IIOCMOTPEJI BHHU3.

*BynbkaHbe! !*

[ToTpsiCeHHEBIN, OH YBUIEI CBOETO MJIAAIIET0, CTOSIIEr0 Ha KOJIEHSIX C 3USIOIEH OBIPOH B TPYIHU.
Miapmmi, Bce ele B IIOKe, CeIall CBoe IOCIeqHee BrpaxkKeHue JINIa, KOTa I0CMOTPeII Ha CBOIO
rpynb 6e3 ceparal

*'nyxou ymap!*

Crnepnysl 3aKOHY KH3HH, MIafLIInY ynan HU94koM. OH nepecTas ObIaTh!

Pa3psipeHHEBIN, CTApIIUY 3aKpuyasl IIpU BUe CBOET0 MepPTBOr0 Miiaaiero, "Aaaaa!"

OpHAaKO eMy He [alld BpeMEeHH OIlJIaKaTh, TaK KakK KMHKaJl MOJIETEJ B HETO C TOJIOBOKPYXKUTETBHOM
CKOPOCTHIO.

*TTal*

OH mapupoBan ygap cBoew riedoi, Ho KWHXKaJ IMIPOIIesl JOCTaTOYHO 0I13K0, YTOOR OCTABUTH IIpaM
Ha ero IekKe.

B ucnyre, oH KOCHYJICSI KPOBU Ha ITlee, HO IIpexje YeM OH CMOT CHOBa COCpPelOTOUYUThCS Ha 6ophbe,
MaJieHbKUH KaMeHb Pa3MepOM C TaJIbKy II0JIeTeNl €My B JIMI0 U COM ero C HOT.

Bonoua cmoMaHHYI0 HOTY, [I3KelK HHIPHYJ 00paTHO B O0BATUS TEMHOTHI.

Heckonbko MrHOBEHUY Ha3a[ OH TOIBKO YTO 9yThb HE n3bexan IIOKYIIEHNA Ha CBOIO XKHM3Hb.

KWcromb3ys MBUTh B KaYECTBe MIPUKPHITUS, OH PAHWII MJIAIIEro U Moracui GoHapHEH CTON0. ITO
OBILIIO JIETKO CHEeaTh!

bnaromaps cBoelt poTorpaduuecKkor mamMsTi OH MOT 3HATh IIOCIEIHEE MECTOIIOJIOXKEHHE BCET0, UTO
BUTEIL.

[Tocme 3TOTO, OH TEPIEIUBO KA, TIOKa JI0AU B MacKax cOOepyTCsl BMECTe, TaK Kak flaxe B TEMHOTE
eMy He OB TapaHTUPOBAH IIOJIHLIH YCIIeX.



OH He MOT HallaCTh Ha MJIAMIIEr0 B OMUHOYKY C eT0 (PU3NUYECKUM CTaTyCOM, ITI03TOMY IIPEOIIoyer
CIOPIIPH3.

OH mpepcKa3zaj, YTO CTapIINii IOMBITAaeTCS BEPHYTh KOHTPOJIb Hafl 60eM, U TOTa HAaCTYIIUT BpeMs
HAHeCTH y[ap.

HWTak, OH CHOBA IMOAOXKMOAJI, ¥ KOTa CTAPIINI OTBJIEKCS, IIOCTABUB Ce0s1 B HEJIOBKOE ITOJI0XKEHHUe
CBO€eM HeyauyHOU IOMBITKON HAUTHU ero, OH Hadall eliCTBOBATh.

OH nopxkpascs nobnuxe K MiIagIieMy, IpeBHIlas CKOPOCTHEIE OTPaHUYEHNs, B TO K€ BpeMs
nepeuns K ClenyolneMy 3Tally TeXHUKY [M3BnedeHus Mmeva].

HWMeHHO 3TO cOenano ero dTaKy YCHGLHHOﬁ, TIOCKOJIBKY KOJIM4YE€CTBO 9HEPTHUH, HBOGXOJII/IMOG g TOTrO,
YTOOBI IIPOH3UTH TEJIO T'OJIBIMUA PYKAMH, B HACTOSAIIEE BPpEMI On110 BHIIIE ero cuyi. OH Mor OOCTHUYb
9TOr'0, TOJIBKO Hp806pa3OBaB CBOIO CKOPOCTHE B CHUILY.

OpHako, B KOHEYHOM CUeTe, ero TeJI0 He MOTJIO 3a 3TUM yrHaThCs. [Tocne 3Toro HamafeHus y Hero
TPECHYJIM KOCTH IajIbll U CaMO¥ IIpaBoOM PyKH, YTO 03HA4Yas0, YTO OH HEKOTOpPOe BpeMs He OyAeT uMu
II0JIb30BaThCA.

I>KeWK BOH3UJ PYKY B I'PYAb MJIAAIIETO U BLITAIIUII €T0 CEPAIle, KOTOPOe BCe ellle OBIJI0 V HETo B
pyke.

Cep,uue OBIIIO TEIJIBIM, U H3-3a (1)I/ISI/IOJ'IOT'I/II/I KYJIbTHBATOPOB OHO BCE €lle OuIoCH.

Takoe 3penuire MOTIO ObI BCTPEBOXKUTE APYTHUX, HO [I2KeliKa 3T0 He 6eCIIOKOHIIO.

OH NMPUBHIK K KPOBABHIM CIIeHAM. Y Hero BeIpab0Tajics UMMYHHUTET K 3TOMY C TOTO OHS, KaK ero
HAHSH, YTOOBI YTO-TO HAWTH, HO KTO-TO APYTOM MIPOTIIOTUI 3TO.

ToT meHb ompeneneHHo pa3gpaxar, [IKeHKy MPUIII0Ch U3BJIEKATh MPEOMeT KaKUM-TO JOBOJIbHO
KEeCTOKUM CIOCOOOM...

H}KeﬁK 6pOCI/IJ'I KWHZXKAJI MJIaJIIero ¥ KaMHH B CTaPIIETo.

HecMoTps Ha TEMHOTY, eMy OBUIO JIeTKO HalTH cTapiero. Yicmonb3ys CBoe IIeCTOe YyBCTBO
HEPeTyJIIpPHLEIM 00pa30M, OH COCTaBHJI MEICJIEHHYIO KapTy TOTO, T'ie OblIa OIIaCHOCTE, a TZe ee He
Ob1710, @ 3aTEM OPOCHUII IPEAMET B TO MeCTO, I'Tie Oblyla OTaCHOCTb.



YTo KacaeTcsa TOYHOCTH IIpunesinBaHusa, TO OH 3&(1)I/IKCI/IpOBaH CBOIO TPAEKTOPHUIO, OCHOBBIBAsICh Ha
(1)aKTI/I‘-IeCKOM poCTe CTapiiero, Tak 4TO OH HHU 34 4YTO He coananc;{ IIPOMAaxXUBATLCA. Ecnu Tonpko
CTapI.T.II/Iﬁ Ha CaMOM [feJie He CTOAJI IIPAMO.

[Tomoiizst, YTOOB 3aKOHYHXTD, [[2KEHUK 3aMeTHJI, YTO ITOBCIOAY OBIJI0 CIUIIKOM Tux0. OH OB yBEPEH,
YTO IIPABUJILHO CHEJan CBOM OPOCOK, ¥ CTAPIIUM, OOJIXKHO OBITh, OBIJT HOKAyTUPOBAH.

OpHako oKpyzxKalolias cpefa ropopusia emy 06 o6paTHom!

[>XeliK pelnTenbHO UCII0NIb30Ba cusHue [[JyxoBHOU JcCceHUUHU], YTOOH YBUAETH, YTO IPOUCXOOUT
Ha CaMOM [ieJle.

XmMm?' nopyMan J[KelK, yBULOEB KOe-4TO UHTEPECHOE.

Ero rmasa pacummpuiarch, KOTOa OH YBUMAEI CTapIIEro C OKPOBABIEHHBIM JIMIIOM, MOJI3YIIETO K TPYITY
MJTAfIero.

OH He 3HaJ, 4TO AeflaeT CT&pH.IPIfI, OOHAKO HE XO0TEJI PUCKOBATE. OH nobexarn K CTapuiemy, HO OBITO
YZXKe CJIIMIIKOM IIO030HO.

BHICTPHIM [OBUKEHMEM CTapIIUU HOCTal OYTHUIKY C XKUAKOCTHI0. OH BBEIIUT IIOJIOBUHY, & OCTAJIbHOE
BBITUJI B POT MEPTBOT'O MJIAMLIETO.

Cpa3y ke Havyanach CTpaHHas TpaHCPOopMaLHus.

Koxa CTapHiero CTaHOBHUIIACh TEMHeEe II0 Mepe TOro, KakK OHa I'HHJia C Kaxknou MI/IHYTOI;I, €ro Irjia3a
CTaJId OYE€Hb YEePHBIMH, a HOC BREITJIAOENT TaK, CJIOBHO BOT-BOT OTBAJIUTCA.

Ero Hortm 3a0CTPHUIIUCE, 4 U30 PTa IIOTEeKJIa CIII0HA.

Ta xe TpaHC(l)OpMaU;I/Iﬂ IIpou3oiiia U C MEPTBEIM MJIAOIINM, KOTOpBIfI OKa3aJICAd HEe TaKUM yXK
MEPTBEIM, KOI'la BHE3aIllHO BCTAJI CO CBOEro MecCTa.

Ha6mtomgas 3a atuM, [Ixkelk npobopmoTart, "3oM0Ou"

OH MOHA, YTO BCE HE TaK IIPOCTO, KaK Ka3aJIOCh Ha CaMOM [eIJIe....
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