"9T0 TOT CKnaf, BepHO?"

Yxe mecTs yacoB. COJNHIlE yKe CeJIo, ¥ JIyHa yKe HauMHaeT IPOorisgeBaTh. OHM HEOPEeKHO CTOSIN
Ha 000YMHEe JOPOTH, BHITJISAAA KAk OOBIYHEIE IPaKIaHCKUe JIUIIa.

Aoii He CBOMII TJIa3 CO CKJIafla HAmpoTHB Hero. [Ipodeccop mpucian UM TOUHOE MECTOHAXO0XKAECHUE
YyeJioBeKa, 3a KOTOPHIM OHM [OJIZKHEI OBINTA ITPUCMATPHUBATh. OTO OBINT CTAaphii 00OBETIIAIBIM CKIal B
HECKOJIbKHX KUJIOMeTpax OT YHuBepcuTeTa. HaCKOIbKO OH MOMHUT, 3TOT CKJIaf NPUHAAIEeKUT
IIpedbIayIIel YaCTHOW KOMIIaHKWM, KOTOPas IpoJaeT TOBaphl II0 BCEMY pPalOHY.

"Tloyemy nmpodeccop HaXOOUTCS B TAKOM MecCTe, Kak 3T0? Yo genaeT muctep I'u6o?" - mogymart oH.

Be3s ux BemoMa, BHYTPH TOT'0 CaMOT0 CKJIafia, Ha KOTOPBIA OHKM CMOTPST, IIPeICTaBUTE b UX Kacca
6opeTcs 3a CBOIO KHM3Hb.

"Tsl uyBCTBYelb 3T0? OroHb Takoi ropsuuii! 3mech Tak XKapKo, UTO TaK IIPUSTHO! - CMeX MUCTEpa
I'n6o 3x0M pa3Heccs 10 KOMHaTe.

Orosb HayaJ HOJI3TH II0 IIoJIy, MEOJIEHHO HpI/I6J'II/I}Ka${CB K HEMY. B HOJIO6HOI;I CUTyallu MHOTHE JIIOON
Hayvay Obl TAHWKOBATh ¥ 3BATh HA momoIs, Ho Ay [laxmat IIPOCHYTLCA B He3HaKOMOU TEMHOH
KOMHAaTe CTpalllHee, 4eM OBITD IIOO2KapPEeHHBIM 3a2KHBO.

OH ocTaBaJICs HETOABUKHEIM, IIBITAsSICh 3aJIOMUTh PYKH 3a CIIMHY. BpeMsi, Ka3anoch, TEKJI0
MeljIeHHee, 4yeM OOLIUHO. 2

PangIne, korga ero omu00YHO IPUHSIK 3a APOXKAIIEro 0T cTpaxa, Muctep ['nbo He 3aMeTuJ, 4To

TIBITAJICS PACTSHYTh BEPEBKY B PykKaX. OH HECKOJIbKO Pa3 M3BUBAJICS, BHIKPYUYHBAs U IIOBOPAYUBAS
3aMsICThS B3a[l U BIepeq, YTOOH CHSATh HEKOTOPOE HaIMpsSkKeHWe, B pe3y/bTaTe Yero y3esl HeMHOTO
ocnaber.

Iaxe ecmu 3TO OBIJIO COBCEM YyTh-4yTh, IJIS IIaXMaT 3TOTO OBLIO OCTAaTOYHO. B HacTosIIee BpeMs,
moka r-H ['ubo oxumaeTt cBoedt cmepTH, Yecc yzke Havasl BEITACKMBATH CBOIO ITPABYIO PYKY U3
BepeBKH. [Ipyroe ero 3amscThbe, 1eBOe, YKe Hayasio MOKPHIBATHCSI CUHSIKAMM, HO YTOOH TOTHOCTHIO
0CBOOOIUTHLCS, €My IIPUIIIOCH CHavaaa 0CBOOOIUTH OHY U3 CBOUX PYK.

OH BBIOpAJ CBOIO JOMUHHUPYIOIIYIO PYKY, IPABUIBHYIO. [I0TOMY YTO Haxke eC/id OH B KOHEYHOM UTOTe
ymu0eT j1eBoe 3amsCThe N0 TaKOM CTEIIeHU, YTO OHO CTAaHET HeCIIOCOOHBIM, IT0Ka ero MmpaBas pyka B
TIOpPSIOKE, OH CMOXKeT y0exKaTh.

[Toka oH OBLI 3aHAT TEM, UTO CHHMAJ BEPEBKY, cMeX MucTepa ['n60 BHE3AITHO TPEeBPATUIICS B KPUKU
6ou.

Yecc nogHS BEKU U B3TJISHYT Ha mpodeccopa, KOTOPOTro ykKe moxupano miaMs. OH OBl Tak
67113KO0, ellle HECKOJIbKO CEKYH, ¥ OH CTOPeJI Obl CIeAyIOIIHM.

"Wnu cioga! TToimem co muO#!" MucTtep I'nbo, gaxe Korma ero CKUTaloT 3a2KKWBO, BCE eIlle TaKou
3JI01.

OH Hactynun cebe Ha HOTY ¥ yCTaBUJIcad Ha Yecc HalUTHIMU KPOBBIO TJla3aMu. 3aTeM OH MeJIeHHO
IIAPOKO PACKUHYJI CBOU TOpsIIre PyKHU, TOTOBSICh KPENKO U TeIsio 06HATE Yecc.

Ho k1o OBl cormacuiicsa Ha Takoe 00LATHe?



YT00H 130€KaTh HeMI/IHyeMOﬁ cMepTH, Yecc, maxke CO CBI3aHHBIMU HOTaMHM, CHUJILHO yoapuil HOTOM
I10 II0JIY, B PE€3YJIbTaTe 4YEero CTyJl, Ha KOTOPOM OH CHUAEJI, yIIall. CTYJ'I OB celaH U3 oepeBa,
IIO3TOMY, KOI'la OH yIIaJI Ha 3€MIJIIO0, CTYJI HEe BBIEP2KaJll yoapa U Pa3JIETEJICA Ha KyCKH.

9T0 chemnao ero mober elre Impoire.

OOHUM TIOCTIEOHUM PHIBKOM €T0 IIpaBas PykKa HaKOHeIl 0CBoOOmuIack oT y3na. Cienyolei ObIa ero
7eBasi pyKa, OHeMeBIIIas OT MOJIyYeHHOTO CHHSIKA.

"Aaaaaaaaa! I'me Tr1?! Vigu cioma! TTorimem co muOM!" MucTtep 'n60 ObIT 060KK€EH 00 TaKOM CTEIEHH,
4yTO OOJIBIIIE HE MOT BUIETh.

Yecc He cTan TePATh HU CEKYHORI U IIOCIIEIIHO BCKOYMII Ha HOT'H. On IIPBITHYJI K30 BCEX CHUJI B YI'OJI
KOMHAQTEI, IIpeXKe 4eM HaruyThb CIINHY, YTOOBI TIOJHSTh OJMH M3 OCKONKOB cTeKnIa. OH TakXke IIOKPEIT
Ta30M, TaK 4YTO Y HETr0 OCTAJIOCh HE TaK MHOT'O BPEMEHH, IIPpeXKe 4YeM OIOHb OXBATHUT €TO.

KoMHaTa 6blsia 3aKphITa, OKHA 3aKPHITHL JEPEBIHHEIMU TOCKaMU, cOeXKaTh 3a TAKOW KOPOTKUHN
IIPOMEXKYTOK BpeMEHU HEBO3MOXKHO.

Yecc ces Ha IIOJI U UCIIO/IH30BAJ OCKOJIKM CTEKJIa, KOTOPHIE OH Imofo0par, 4ToObl CHATE Y3€J Ha
HOTax. JTO 3aHSJIO y Hero He MeHee 3 ceKyH. OroHb HaKOHeI Jo0pasiCs N0 HeTo, 003Ker KOHYUKH
ero 60TuHOK. OH HEME[IJIEHHO OTPearupoBasl U CHSJ 00yBb, IpeXkae YeM CHAThL TOIl U OpioKu, OPOCUB
UX B OTOHb, OCTABUB Ha HEM TOJILKO OOKCEPHI.

TpynHO OBIJIO TIOBEPUTH, YTO y TAKOTO XPYIIKOTO Ha BUJ MYXKYUHHI, KaK OH, OBIJIO HieaIbHO
TIOOTSIHYTOE Teso. Ero Temo He MyCKY/IHCTOE, HO U He Xymoe. 9Toro ObIIO KaK pa3 OCTATOYHO, YTOOH
€r0 MOXKHO OBIZIO Ha3BaTh 3[OPOBLIM.

CHSIB OfieXk[ly, OH 3aTeM CHSJI JIeHTY, 3aKJIeUBAIOIIYI0 ero r'yOkrl, ¥ MOMOIIIeN K 3ae4aTaHHOMY OKHY.
OH cobpaJj BCe CBOM OCTABIIIMECS CHJIbI U MOMKITAJICS OTOOBUHYTE IEPEBSIHHYIO OCKY B CTOPOHY, HO
310 OBITT0 Gecmose3Ho. [lepeBo maxe HU Ha MOTY He COBUHYJIOCH C MECTa.

"Kak THl yMaelllb, BHYTPU KTO-TO €CTh?"

"Hy, s momnarato? Pa3Be muctep ['n60 He HAaXOOUTCS 30eCh?"
"9To0 Tak? Torma MOJIXKHEL I MBI €r0 cIlacaTh?"

Kto 3T0?

KTo0-TO pasroBapuBaeT CHapyXHu...

Yecc HABOCTPHUII YIIIK, HO OH He MPOCTO 6€3TyMHO 3Basl Ha moMollb. OH Bce elrle ObII 0CTOPOXKEH
maxe B TaKoe BpeMs, KakK cendac.

OH 3aTaus gbIXaHWe U IPUJIOXKUJI VIIU K JePEeBIHHOM J0CKe, 3aKphiBawoled 0KHO. OH mofcIyan
PasroBOp OBYX JII0Ofel CHapyK¥, B3BELINBAs, 3aC/IyKUBAIOT JIX OHU [IOBEPUS UJTK HeT. ['oytoca ObIH
IIPUTIYIIEHHBIMY, TI03TOMY OH He TIOHSJI, YTO 3TO0 Oblyid Aol u KeiiH.

"MBI IelCTBUTENBHO JOJIKHEL ClTacaTh 9TOr0 Yyfgaka?" - Cnpocui AOoU B SHHBIY pa3.

KeiiH Ts12KeJ0 B3IOXHYII, IPeXAe YeM 3aTYLUIUTh CUTApeTy. 3aTeM OH MPOTSHYJ PYKY U CXBaTHIT
IpegMeT, KOTOPBIM fJepkail Aoii. 3aTeM OH mopoties 651uxke K 3are4aTaHHOMY OKHY, TOTOBSICh
MCII0Tb30BaTh MIPEeIMET, KOTOPHIH JepKall B PyKe.



"MBI IPOCTO JOJIXKHEI B3TJITHYTh... MBI HE 00s3aHHI €ro crnacarh."

Cka3zaB 3T0, OH IIOTHSJ PYKY C TOTIOPOM ¥ YAApHUJI 110 JepeBIHHEIM focKaM. Yecc, KoTopas Onlia ¢
IPYTo¥ CTOPOHBHI, UyTh He IOIasia Iof OCTPHIM Kpal Tornopa. Y Bce 6aromaps ero ygade, 9To OH BCe
elre ObIT KUB.

"Ecniu HaM HY2KHO TOJIbKO B3TJISHYTB, TOT/Ia MOTY 5 IONTYU EPBEIM? MHe BCe ellle HyXKHO HalTh
Yeca... - Aoii He IOTOBOPWJI, KOTHa YBUMEN 3HAKOMOI'0 YeJIoBeKa 110 IPYIyI0 CTOPOHY OKHaA.

Keiin OBITT 3aHAT pa3pyIIeHHeM JI0COK, TI03TOMY Y HeTo He OBIJI0 BO3MOKHOCTH 3aMETUTh
npucyTcTBue Yecc, KOTopas IPOCTO CTOsIa IIPSIMO HAampPOTHUB Hero. OH IIPOA0JIKal KOJIOTUTh CBOUM
TOIIOPOM, He ofpailliasi BHUMAHUS Ha MPUCTaIbHbIN B3rsm Yecc.

“Xm? Yto 3T0? TH BHE3AIIHO NPUTHUXTIA..."
"MaxmaTer!"

Xm? [TaxMaTel KTO? - MBICJIEHHO cripocuil KewH. OH TakxKe MPeKPaTHI CBOU JeHCTBUS TOJIBKO s
TOTO, YTOOBI 0OEPHYTHCS ¥ B3TJITHYTH Ha A0S, KOTHA €ro I'la3a 3aMeTHJIM YeJloBeKa HAIPOTUB HETO.
Ero ry0nl MenieHHO IPUOTKPBIIUCH, KOTHA OH OMYCTHUJI TOTIOP, KOTOPHIM epKall B pyKax.

"TIpencTaBuTeNb Kitacca?" - mpobopMoTan OH, s Ha IllaxmaTsl.
YTo 0H 3mech menaet?

[Tpexne 4eM OH ycIiesl CIPOCUTh, Yecc yxke 3abpanach Ha Telepb OTKpEIToe 0KHO. OH B30upasncs tak
0e3yInpedHo, YTO HUKTO He TPOKOMMEHTHPOBAJI €T0 I0UTH 00HaXKeHHHIH BUA. OH Takke OBICTPO
IPU3EMJIMIICS Ha 3eMJII0, IpeXk/ie YeM IOOHATh I'1a3a, YToOH oCMOTpeTh Ha Aost u KeiiHa. 3aTeM oH
CBEPKHYJI CBO€M 3HaMeHUTOW HEBUHHOM YIIBIOKOI.

"Be1, pe6siTa, 3mechk”. OH 3asIBUIL.
Keitn Haxmypusl OpOBH, YCIIBIILAB, YTO OH CKa3all.

[Tpu HOpManbHEIX 006CTOATENILCTBAX Pa3Be OH He [oIkKeH OblT OBl IakaTth? OH TOJIBKO YTO MEePEeXUI
cuTyanuio, 6JTM3KYI0 K CMEPTH, TaK KakK Ke OH MOXKET IeMOHCTPUPOBATh TaKyl0 HEBUHHYIO YIIHIOKY,
KakK OyITO HUYero He Cciy4usiock? Kpome Toro... Te ero omexna?

Ho npexpe Bcero uM HykHO ObI10 yOpaThCs IMOfasbllle OT FOPSIIEro ckiana. Yecc yxke Hadasna
yxonuth, Korma Aot u KeitH nocnenoBanu 3a Heit. OHu Habiofany 3a HUM C3ay, U3ydas ero
coctosHUe. OH BHITIAOUT U3MY4YEHHBIM.

"YT1o THI genaj BHyTpu?" Aou MEpPBLEIM IOMOLIEI K HEMY.

Ynei6ka Yecca npeBpaTuiiach B Ipo06ieMaTH4HYI0, KOTa OH HAaKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY, YTOOH IIOCMOTPETH Ha
Aos. 3aTeM OH IOOHAJ IIPABYI0 PYKY U IT04Yecasl 3aThIIOK.

"Hy uT0 X... {1 yMalo, 4TO MeHs [IOXUTHUIIL."
OH maxe He ObLT yBEpeH?!

Y KetiHa Hadana 6071€Th T0JI0Ba. ITOT Y€JIOBEK AEHUCTBUTEILHO TYIIOH, UJIX OH IIPOCTO
nputBopsieTca? Ho BcsiKui pa3, Korga OH CMOTPUT B 9TH I'/la3a, BCe, YTO OH BUOUT, - 3TO nycToTa. OH
He MOXKeT CKa3aTh, 0 YeM OH JyMaeT, OH faXe He MOXKeT CKa3aTb, JIKeT i OH. KTo Ha camoM fene



3TOT pebeHoK?

"Torma Thl eIMHCTBEHHBIN YeJIOBEK BHYTPU? Bl He BUOENU YelloBeKa 1o uMeHu [u60?" Ao
IIPOOOIKUI HOIPOC.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, €T0 MOCJIa/Ii CIofla MPUCMATPUBATh 3a 9TUM Ipodeccopom 'mbo. HaliTu maxmaTsl
3[eCh - 3TO IMPOCTO KaK 60HYC, 3TO ObII0 HeoXKUAaHHO. OH ITPOCTO AyMasl O TOM, I'le er0 HauTH
paHbllle, ¥ TeIephb OH 3[eCh.

Aot Habmoman 3a BeIpaxkeHueM nuila Yecc. Ero mpobneMHas ynbiOKa IpeBpaTUiiach B HENMOBKY. OH
TaKXKe 3aMeTuJ, Kak Yecc mepeMecTun IpaByio PyKy, YTOOH! ITOTJIQAUTh JIeBOe 3amsacThe. [1oxoxke, OH
OEeVCTBUATEJILHO OB IOXUIIEH W, 0YEeBUIHO, OBLT HameXXHOo cBI3aH. Ho kem?

"Ha camoM fene... 9TO OH ITOXUTUII MEHS
", "410?" - xopoM crnpocunu Keiis u Aou.
Yecc npocTo moTiafiiiia ero Mo 3amsaCcThio U 00JIbIle HUYEero He cKa3aia.

OHu [oMKHBL OBITM IPHUCMaTPUBATh 3@ 3TUM IIPOodeccopoM, UTOOH OH HUYEro He HaTBOPUJI, HO
TEellepk... I0X0Xe, OHU yXKe OII03[allu.

"Torma roe xe oH?" - cipocun KeiiH.

Yecc nogHSN yKa3aTeIbHBIM Majell ¥ yKa3ajl Ha TOPSIIUN CKIafl, Moji4a TOBOpPS UM, YTO OH yXKe
MEpTB.

Bce Tpoe norpy3unuchk B MUHYTHOE MOJT4aHue, Ipexye yeM KeiH 3aroBOpHIL.

"CHavasia BOCIIONIb3yHCS 9TUM... MBI HE MOXKEM [IOIYCTUTh, UTOOHI THl Pa3TyJIUBaJl II0 YIUIE B TAKOM
BHpeE."

KeliH CHST CBOM YEpHBIY IIall U Ipenioxuin ero Yecc. ITpencraBuTens HAIIEro Kaacca ¢ pagoCThio
COTJIacHJICS U HafeJl ero Bo BpeMs Mporyinku. OH 3aCTETHYJI BCe IYTOBUIIL], IIOJIHOCTHIO CKPEIB CBOE
oOHaXXeHHOe TeJlo BHYTpHU. KelH OBINT BHIIIE U KPYITHEE €T0, TaK YTO ero IIAll BHTIISOEN KakK IIaThe.

Yecc TIOTEePAJ CBOIO KEIIKY U O4YKH, KOT'Ia €ro ITIOXUTHUJIHA.

Teneps, Korga BCe €ro JIUI0 OTKPHITO, IIOOW He MOT'YT He IIOBEPHYTLCS U He NIOCMOTPETh Ha HEero, He
oOpailas BHIMaHUS Ha IPsA3b Ha ero nuile. [Ipsau ero meIKOBUCTHX YEPHBIX BOJIOC YIIalIu Ha 7100,
IIOJIHOCTBIO CKPEIBAs Ijlasa.

Bce cunTany ero CUMIATUYHEIM... Haxe KelH CcOoracuics ¢ 9THM.
Ho xakuM OBl CHMIIaTHYHBIM OH HU ObII, KeiiH He MOXKeT OTpPHUIaTh TOT (HakKT, UTO 3TOT pebeHoK. ..

OIlaCeHx.
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