['my00KO BOH3MB Med4 B IojI0BY ['y9Ha, 4TOOBI OCTAHOBUTH €ro, MepuI ynasn Ha KOJIeHH, He B CUIax
BBIHECTH 0OJIb OT PaHHBI B PYKe.

Ho BpemMeHU Ha TO, 4TOOH PyXHYTh, He OblI0. B ollenneneHuu ot 607K ¥ aHeEMUU MepuJi copBal ¢ cebs
OIeXy ¥ MEepeBsi3all paHy IIPaBoOM PYKOHM ¥ PTOM, MHITAsICh OCTAHOBUTH KPOBOTEUYEHHE.

— Mepun! Tel nen!

I]:[}KI/IHI/I IMoaZ2Kall K MepI/my 1 IIOMOT eMy OCTaHOBUTE KPDOBOTEYEHHUE.

Ero neuenue onpaspasno cebs, 1 KpOBOTeYeHKEe OCTaHOBIWIOCh. OH HaKMHYJ Ha CBOIO IIel0 TKaHb U
3aKpemusl pyKy JIeBOU KUCThI0. 3aTeM Mepui BCTal, II1aTascCe.

— Bcé... HopMabHO... He TOMpY.

Mepus OTBETHUII B MyKax.

— Ilo cpaBHenuto ¢ Kaunom...... s IOYTH HEBPEOUM.

Mepus mocMOTpeT Ha Jiexkalero 6e3 co3Hanus Kaiina ¢ 0xkoramu o BCeMy TeJy.

ITo cpaBHeHwMIO ¢ KaitioM, KOTOPEIE caM IPHITHYII B IIJIaMs, 2KapUJICS B HEM ¥ He M3Jajl HU 3BYKa,
OJIHA pyKa — 3TO BOOOIIIE HUYTO.

— Ho...... C TaKOM paHOW... TH OOJIbIIIE HE CMOKEIIh HECTU COJIIATCKYIO...... cnyx0y.

s Mepwua OblJI0 TPyOHEE HE OCTAThCS B KOMaHIe PoMuU, 4eM OTePSTh PYKY.

ConpmaT, MOTEPSBIIUN OOHY PYKY, HE MOXKET cpaXaThCs. BepHyThCST Ha PPOHT HEBO3MOXKHO. To ke
camoe 0v110 ¢ PeTTOM, KOTOPHIH TOTEepsin 06e pyku, ¥ CIopo, KOTOPOMY aMIIyTUPOBaIX HOTY.

['oBOpUITH, YTO IETTUTEITH BEICOKOTO PAHTa MOXKET PereHepUpOBaTh YTePSHHBIE KOHEWHOCTH, HO €CITH
3T0 OyZeT HACTONTbKO BEJTUKWH LIeIUTEIb, TO CTOMMOCTD JIe4eHus O6ymeT HeBePOSTHO BEICOKA. Tak 4To
3Ta pyka 6osbllle HUKOrIa He OymeT paboTaTs.

Ho oH He XKaJjes 0 CBOUX [IeMCTBUSX, HAlIPaBJIEHHBIX Ha IIOMOIIb OnuxkHeMy. [Jaxke eciid OBl OH MOT
BEPHYTH BPEMS BCIISITh ¥ Ha4aTh CBOIO JKU3Hb 3aHOBO, OH OBl MTOCTYTIMII TaK XKe.

— Hawm nyyire mockopee y6paThcst oTCIOfa, moumém. [I:kuHu, Bo3bMu Kaina...... IlaBaii, Thl MOXKEIIIb
cTosTh? CIOpO, XBaTaucs 3a IJIeyo.



MepI/IH IIOACTaBUII IIJIEY0 CIOpO 1 BMECTE C PaHEHBIMHU TOBAPHUIIIaMN y6e}Kan 13 3aMKa.

[TokrHYB 3aMOK, MepHJI ¥ €ro TOBapHINK OTIPABUIIMCH K PeKe, HO MOCT ObIJT pa3pyllleH, ¥ HUKOTO U3
JKUTeJIel epeBHU He 0CTasoCh, TaK KakK OHM, 0YeBUAHO, yOexKaju BBepX UM BHU3 10 TEYEHUIO.

Mepun He 3Han, cbexanu nu Mua u Kapc BBepx uny BHU3 10 TeueHU10. Ho B JaHHbIM MOMEHT Mepun
1 JI>XUHY OBUIM eIUHCTBEHHBIMU [BYMS JTIOAbMH, KOTOPEIE MOTJIU ABUTaThCs. Ho OHU He MOrnu
OCTaBUTh CBOMX PaHEHHLIX TOBApUIIEH.

— Mepun, Jxunu. 4...... B mopsigke. UouTe Ha IOMOLLE...... K rocuoxe Mmua.

PetT, moTepsiBuIui 06e pyKH, CKa3ajl C TIKEIHIM IbIXaHUEM.

— OH npas...... s 103a00YYyCb...... o Kaiine u Pertre...... a BHI [IBOE... UnuTe IMOMOTHUTE...... TOCIOXKe
Mua. mesnHo...... 3a 9TUM, MBI U IIPUIIINA CIOfa, B XK€ 3HAETE...

Cropo, KOTOpOMYy OTPYOUIH HOTY, CKa3as ¢ 6J1eqHbIM JTUIoM. OH IOTePST CIUIIKOM MHOTO KPOBH, HO
OH BCE PaBHO IIPOCHUJI IPUHTH Mua Ha IOMOIIb.

—Xoporio...... s1 CKOPO BEPHYCH. [IKUHM, UK 110 TeYEeHUIO0. { oAy NPOTUB.

Mepun KUBHYJ B 3HaK PEIIMMOCTH CBOMX TOBAPHUIIEH, M OHYM Pa3fleTUINUCh Ha OBE TPYIIIIH], YTOOH
OTBEICKATh Mua.

Mepu, IOTEPSBIINN OOHY PYKY, TaKxKe ObLJI CEPhE3HO paHEH, HO OH OBIJT eUHCTBEHHBIM, KTO €I
MOT CTOSITh, XOTUTb U CPAXkKaThCH.

OH TOTEPSIT KPOBb U IIATAJICS, HO AazKe eCJIu OBl eMy IIPHUIIIIOCH TIOI3TH, OH OblI HAIIET €€.

OTmpaBUBUIKCH Ha TIOMCKYU BBEPX 10 TEUEHUIO peKU Mepus okasascs B JIeCy, Medyach MeXOy
[IePEBBSIMU.

[Tpobupasick CKBO3b J1ec, Mepui 3aMeTHII, YTO Ha OOHOM BeTKe Obljla HaMOTaHa TKaHb. Kormga oH
OCMOTpEJI JepeB0, BOKPYT KOTOPOTo Oblla 00EPHYTa TKaHb, TO 00HAPYKHUJI O0JIbIIOE OYIIIO0, KyHa
OBLTM BCTABJIEHBEI BETKM ¥ 3aMAaCKUPOBAHEI TAK, YTOOKI €T0 HeJlb3s OBIIO CPa3y HAWTH.

Mepun yOpas BeTKH OOHOM PYKOM ¥ HAIIEN BHYTPH AyIia Mua.

Ona OnlTa TPaBMHPOBaHa U 0e3 co3HaHuUs, HO €€ TPyOb IIOOHKWMAIACh U OITyCKaJlaCh, OHaA Oblna XKUBa.

Mepun obpapoBascs, Buas, 4To Mua K1UBa, HO TYT OH KpaeM yxa YCJIbIIIall IIyMHbIE KPUKHU, TI0X0XKHE



Ha IITUYbHU.

970 OBUTM KPUKH, KOTOPEIE OH YACTO CJIBIIIAJI, KOT{Ia UCTPEOIIsiyT JPAaKOHOB-TEPOIIO0B B NOJIMHE
I'unnue.

Korpga MepI/IJI HAIIPpaBHUJICA B CTOPOHY KPUKOB C ME€4YOM B PyKe, OH 06Hapy}KI/IJ'I TaM MaJIEHbKHX
OPaKOHOB, CO30aHHBIX T€MOHOM II0 UMEHHN Kapro, KOTOPEIE I'PEI3JIK KYCKH MACa.

To, 4TO enu 9TU MaJIeHbKUE OPaKOHEI, BEITJTIAOEIO0 KaK CBepHYBHIPIfICH KaJIa4YuKOM Kapc.

— AX BHI TBapu!

Mepnn I'IpI/IH.IéJ'I B SAPOCTH W, 3a6BIB, 4TO IIOTEPSII PYKY, BBMAXHYJI MEYOM U BBPY6I/IH MaJIEHBKHUX
AOPAKOHOB HACMEPTh.

[TepebuB Bcex MaJlleHbKUX APAKOHOB, Mepus mMo4TH yran u3-3a UCTOIIEH!S U aHEMUHU, HO BMECTO
TOT'0, YTOOHI YIIaCTh, OH IIOCMOTPEN Ha CBepHYBIIerocs Kapca.

Kapc nepen HUM OB pa3befieH 110 BCEMY TeJly U MEPTB.

Mepus npou3HEC KOPOTKYIO0 TUXYIO MOJIUTBY 3a IMo4uBIIero Kapca u yxe codpasncs BEpHYThCS K
Mua, Korfa yCcbllIan feTCKUY miad, JoHocsammica oT Tpyna Kapca.

— Heyxenu...

Mepus nogHsN OKpOBaBlIeHHOE TeNlo Kapca, CHAM C HEero OOCIexXyu U OCMOTPEN TPyab, TAe HaXOOuiCs
MyafeHel], 3aBEPHYTHIM B TKaHb. CKopee Bcero, 3To Owta CoHeT, moub Kapisl u cectpa CoHea.

YrnuBneHHbIN TOgBIeHNEM peOeHKa, Mepu ogxBaTul €€ OMHON PYKOH.

HaBepHoe, KaK-pa3 13-3a 9TOT0 V¥ HETO ¥ OBbIJT TAKOH yxKacarlomuii Bua. PeOEHOK Imakas, Kak OyaTo
oHa OnlyTa B oTHEe. Ho Ha eé Tese He ObIIO HY IAPAlXHE], ¥ OHA OBIJIa 3MOPOBA, 0 YEM
CBUIETEILCTBOBAJIN €€ KPUKH.

Mepwun mocMoTpen Ha Teno Kapca.

Kapca, KOTOpOro moIHOCThIO 3aTPHI3/IK MajlIeHbKHe IpaKOHEI, yKe HeJlb3s1 OBIJI0 OII03HATh II0 ero
JIUITY, ¥ OH HE COXPAHUII TOTO 007TMKa, KOTOPHIN OB Y HETO Tepef CMEPTHIO.

BBITH 3arpeI3eHHBIM 3aKMBO. Mepu1, KOTOPBINM TOIBKO YTO IIOTEPSJI PYKY, 3HaJl, HACKOIBKO 3TO
60/BbHO.



— HeBeposiTHO, YTO BaM YHaJI0Ch CIIACTH €€.

Mepwurn BeIpa3u CBOE BocxuileHue Teny Kapca.

Ecnu yecTHO, MepI/m CUHHUTall Kapca HEKOMIIETEHTHBIM YEJIOBEKOM.

OH OB yIIpsiM, He TIOHWMAJT PealbHOCTH ¥ 06J1agaj Y3KUM YyBCTBOM IOPAOCTHU. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH
Opocun BEI30B Ha OMTBY, U3 KOTOPOM HE CMOT BHIUTH 1T0OENUTETIEM, UTO IIPUBEJIO K THOETTH MHOTHX
miomedi. OH TakXke XeCToKo o6o1éncst ¢ Mua u CoHea, YTO HEIIPOCTUTEJIBHO.

Ho y Kapca, 1mo-cBoeMy, BEpOSITHO, OBIIIO YTO-TO, YTO OH XOTEJI 3aIIUTUTD.

ITo KpaiiHei Mepe, OH MOT OTAATh EMY [JOJIKHOE 3a CraceHue XKu3Hu COHeT.

Mepun oTnan gaHb yBaxeHus Tpyny Kapca u BepHyca K Mua.
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