'nmaBa 636: OcKkBepHEeHUE

— 3aueM THI npuIia cona, ConpenH?

Cauuu 06€pHYJICS U IIOCMOTPEIT Ha XPYIKYI0 XKEHIWHY, CTOSIBINYIO TI03a0y HETO, ee MaThe GBII0
COTKAHO U3 MMPOCTOH 3€JIeHOM TKaHMU, a MOSIC U3 PEeBeCHON KOpPhl 00BUBAJI €€ TOHKYIO TaJIHIO.
HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO OHa BBEITJISIAEIA JIUIIL HEMHOTO CTapIlle WX TOCThH, C HEXKHOU KOXKeH 1
OIeCTANMMY OPEXOBEIMHU TJIa3aMM, OT Hee MCXOIHUIIO0 CIIOKOMCTBYE U YBEPEHHOCTh, KOTOPHIe
TIPUHOCKIIA MU U YyBCTBO 6€30IIaCHOCTH BCEM, KTO ee OKpyXKall.

XKeHIIVHA BHIIIAOeIa KpaCUBOU, MyOPOU... U MOJIofoU. Takou Moogou. OHa TakkKe 04eHb
HanoMuHana CaHHU.

Kak Bcerma, BCTpedYa C Hel BbI3Balla B €T0 cepane OMHOBPEMEHHO TEIIJIYIO PagOCTh U FHYGOKYI-O
rnedaib.

CaHnHu YHBIGHYHCH, CKDEIBasi CBOIO I'PYCTh, a 3aTeéM CKa3aJl CAMBIM HEXXKHBIM N J'IIOGHH.II/IM TOHOM:

— ...IlpuBet, Mama. Y HacC rocTh.

l'ocmoxka Poiy — ero maTth — IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha HEeTr0 Ha KOPOTKOE MI'HOBEHHE, a 3aTEM OTBETHUJIA
T'OJIOCOM, 3BEHSAIIMUM OT HAIIPA2KEHUA U CIIEIIKH:

— Ortoupmu ot Hee, ouTs. Celidac xe!

CaHuHA HAXMYPHUIICs, CMYTHJICSA, HO 3aTeM CHeJiall TO, YTO eMy CKa3aJik, C TPDYAOM IIPOOBUTasd CBOE
CTapoe TeJIo BIiepen C IIOMOIIBIO TPOCTH. Ero cepAne IIOChIIaIO0O UMITYJIbChI Oomu, IIPOHUIEIBAIOIIIN €
T'PDYOb... dX, HdXKe XOOUTh CEerOgHA OBIIIO TSIXKEJIO...

[To3agu HETo Ha JUIlE IOHOW KpacaBUIIbl, KOTOPYIO er0 MaTh Ha3kiBasia CONBENH, MOSBUIACh MpavYHas
yneioka. OHa MeMIJIeHHO MTOJHSIACh C TPABH U BCTaja JIUIOM K Uiy ¢ ['0CIIoxko# PoInu, ee Ty4ucThe
rJIa3a TOPeId MPAYHEIM CBETOM.

— ThI mOMKHa 3HAThH, 3a4eM 4 MpHUllljia ciofa. He Hy>KHO IPUTBOPATHCSA, DUAPE.

CaHHM HaKOHeI] [IOIIeJ 10 MaTepPH ¥ BCTAJI PSIAOM C Hel, IOBePHYBUIUCH, YTOOLI TOCMOTPETDH Ha
CTPAHHYIO IAJIOMHUILY.

«4T10-TO... 4TO-TO He Tak. OTKy[a OHa 3HaeT UMs MOel MaTepu?»

MoxeT ObITh, OHA ObIJIa MOTYIIeCTBeHHBIM [IpobykneHHKM? KeM Ol OHa HU Oblla, BEUHBIN CTPaxk



CasamenHo# Poiu He cobupascs BEITYCKaTh CUTYaIUIo U3-110f KOHTPOoJsA. OHa Obljia HE TOJIBKO €ro
MaTephio, HO U TpaHCleHaeHTHOU Juape, 6iarocnoBerHon borom Cepplia, B KOHIlE KOHI[OB. Tak 4To
IPUYHUH OJ151 6€CIIOKOWCTBA He OBIIIO.

B Caamennou Poille HUKOrfja He IPOUCXOOUIO HUYETro Y2KaCHOTO.

Ero Mpiciiu OBITM IIPEpPBaHBE TEM, UTO BHE3AITHO B IT0JIe 3PEHHUS MOSIBUIIACE ellle OfiHa OecTsias
cthepa cBeTa... BHYTpHU Tejla ero coOCTBeHHO# MaTepu. CaHHU HECKOJIbKO MIHOBEHHUM CMOTpEI Ha ee
CIIUHY, 3aTeM B3rIgHyN Ha ConBerH. OH faxe IOCMOTPEI Ha JIoIIab.

«Xa...»

Tem BpeMeHeM ynbiOKa ncdessa ¢ npekpacHoro nuiia ConseliH. Ee rojioc cTasnm X0NMOOHEIM U PE3KUM,
KOT'Jla OHa CKa3asa:

— J1o MeHs OOLIIM CIIyXH, 4TO 110 BceMy KoponeBcTBy HageXabl MejIeHHO, KakK 4yMa,
pacrpocTpaHsieTcs KynbT eé mocaegoBaTenel. [IpencraBbTe cebe Moe yIUBIIEHUE... MOE
BO3MYIIIEHKE, MOIO SPOCTh... KOTAa g Y3HaJla, YTO UCTOUHUKOM 3TOM 60JIe3HU SIBISAEIIbCS UMEHHO THI.
ThI!

JInno CaHHM IIOTEMHEIO.

«Ax... TaK BOT B 4eM [eJio...»

OH mpenympekaas CBOI MaTh, YTO TaKOe MOXKET CIIyYMThCS. B Hallll MHM CKa3aTh YTO-TO XOPOIIEe O
mariMoHe OBITI0 paBHOCUIIBHO OCKOPOJIeHI0 60T0B. BO3MOXKHO, eMy CliefoBaio 0CIenoBaTh
cOOCTBEHHOMY COBETY ¥ [lepKaTh POT Ha 3aMKe...

«IIpoknsaTue.»

ComnBeliH TeM BPEMEHEM C2KaJld KyJIaKH.

— 4 mpumina ciona, xkenasi, YToOB MHE I0Ka3aJly, YTo 5 oIrbaroch, HO BMECTO 3TOT0 yOenuiacey, 4To
00BUHEHMS IPaBOUBEL. TBOM COOCTBEHHBIN CHIH 3apakeH 3TOM epechbio. Kak... Kak THI MOTJIa Tak
npepaTh Hac? Thl co3mana KyabT MOKJIOHAIOIIUXCS JaiMOHaM. Tl B3pacTuia To, g
IPegOTBPAIeH!s YeT0 MBI ObUIM CO3TaHHI!

l'ocnioxa Pory HaxMypumacs.

— W 410 C TOrO, 4YTO 5 3TO cnenana? MoxeT 6BITB, TBI OYMae€lllb, 94TO A 3a0bla 0 Hallen
TOp}KeCTBeHHOﬁ KnsaTBe? HeT... HeT, 3TO BHI CJIEIH K BOJIE Hopna CBeTa. ITO Bl HE BHIIOIHUINA CBOU
OOJIT.



ComnBeiiH HEKOTOPOE BpeMsI IPUCTAIbHO CMOTPeJIa Ha XPYIKYIO XKEHIIUHY B 3€JIEHOM IIJIaThe,
BEIpaKeHUe ee JuIla ObUI0 MpayHBIM. 3aTeM OHa Me[JIeHHO II0Kadaa T'0JI0BOM:

— Thl... Tak cmomieHa. Kak TH T03BOJIKIIAa CBOEH [yIlle TaK U3BPATUThCSA? ThHI, U3 BCEX HAC, MOIKHA
Obla cTaTh MociefHel, KTo yTpaTuT cebs. TBoii 6or HosKeH ObUT 3aIIUTUTE Te0S... 0OH BeOb bor [y,
He Tak iu?!

CaHnHU YCIIBIIIAJI, KaK €ro MaTh XUXUKHYJI4, €€ I'0JI0C OBLT JTUITIEH BECEJIbs.

— 3akanuuBay ¢ 3TuM, ConBeliH. Pa3Be Thl He TOBOPHIIA, YTO HAM HET HYXK[Ibl MIPUTBOPSATHLCSA? [IpocTo
CKaXX{ TO, YTO MPHIIJIa CKa3aTh, ¥ MOKKWHb 3TO MeCTO. BoiiHa 3/iech He IIPUBETCTBYETCS.

FOnas kpacaBulla B KpacHOY TyHUKE [OJIT0 MOI4aja, 3aTeM MefJIeHHO MoAHsIa PyKy. CaHHH
HaXMYyPUJICS, 3aMETHUB, YTO B HEW Temneph OBLI CTPAHHBIM HOXK, BLIKOBAaHHBIN M3 OMHOM IIOJIOCKU
TYCKJI0TO MeTauta. OTKyma OH B3S/Cs?

Ero math BHe3amHoO B3OPOTHYIIA.

...OH HUKOT[Ia PaHbllle He BUEI €e UCITyTaHHOM.

— THI... THI He IOCMEEMNIb...

ComnBelH CTHUCHYJIA 3yOHL.

— Toi BEIHYOUNA MeHs, Jiimpe. HUKTO 13 HAc He X0Ten 3Toro. Ho B KOHIle KOHI[OB BCE COTJIACUIIUCE.

l'ocnoxa Poru 3aMosdara, 3aTeM ITI0Kadaa rojIoBOM.

— ...Tol mxemb. HokTrc HUKOTIa OB He OPOCHIT MEHS.

Ona cgenarna mar BIIepenq n YJ'IBI6HYJ'IaCI:.

— HuxkrTo He cornamarcs. Tsl 34eCh 10 CBOEH BOJIe, HUKTO U3 Apyrux Jlopmos Llenu He gaBaj CBOero
paspemienus. Heyxemnu Thl gyMaellsb, YTO OHU IIO3BOJIAT CIYYUTHCS YeMy-TO HogoOHOMYy? HeBaxkHo,
KTO M3 HAC IafeT, TOT, KTO OCTAaHeTCs, yKe HUKOTra He OymeT mpexkHUM. bataHc CHUT MeXay HaMu
ceMepbiMu OymeT 6e3BO3BpPATHO HapylleH, YHUUTOXeH. Tk ¢ yMa comia? Tel MOXKeIlb faxe
IIpefICTaBUTh, KaKas KaTacTpoda IoCneqyeT 3a 3TUM?

Ho TYT €€ T'0JIOC IIPEePBAJICAd, U OHA 3adIlIHYyJIaCh. Ee IIPpEKpPACHBEIE OPEXOBEIE I'Ia3a PACIIUPUIIUCE.

CaHHHU 3aJpozxKall, YYBCTBYA, YTO B 3TOT MOMEHT 4YTO-TO IIOIIJIO Y2KaCHO, Y2KaCHO HEIIPAaBUIILHO.



Ero mats YCTaBHUJIaCh Ha ConBeliH, ee MULO CTAI0 CMEPTEJIbHO O11eqHBIM.

A OTOM OHa IIpoIIenTana:

— Ecnu TONBKO... €Cclii TOIBKO THI He CHelaelllb 3TO JIydile, 4eM KTo-mu60o u3 Hac. O... 0, ConBeiiH!
Kaxk TeI Oe3xkanocTHa!

CauHm IIOYYyBCTBOBAJI, 4YTO €r0 OyII€BHAA 00J1b CTAHOBUTCS BCe CHUJIbHEe. X0I0THOe YyBCTBO
OXBATHUJIO €T0 IPydb, 3dCTABIIAA €0 CZKUMATh €€ C 00JIe3HEHHOH FpHMaCOIZ.

«AprX.... 0 YeM OHHU BOOOIIe TOBOPAT? f1 He MOHMUMAIO... YTO ITPOUCXOIOUT?»

Ounpe u3 CBAllleHHON Poiliu Joro cMOoTpena BHU3, 3aTEM 3arOBOpPHUIIA.

Ee ronoc ObIT THXUM ¥ IIOJTHEIM ITeYaJIu:

— 4 nonumaro... Teneps g noHuMar. J gomkHa Oblyla 3HATE... YTO U3 BCEX HAC TH caMmas xpabpas.
9ta xkeptBa, ConBelH... faxe B LlapcTBe TeHel s He 3abymy ee.

C 3TuMHU CJI0BaMU OHa IOBepHYyJach K CaHHU, KOTOPHIY ObLI B IOJIHOM 3aMellaTeIbCTBE OT
ITPOUCXOMISIIEr0, ¥ TPYCTHO YIIBIOHYIACH.

— A THL... IpOCTU MeHs, OUuTA. [loXKasnyicTa, IPOCTU MEHS, €CJIA CMOXKEIlb.

C 3TUMM CJIOBAaMHU €T0 MaTh IIOBEPHYJIACh JIUIIOM K KPaCaBHUIIE B KpaCHOI;I TYHUKE U IIOJHAIa CBOIO
N3AITHYIO PYKY, B KOTOpOfI BHE€3allHO, CJIOBHO M3 HUOTKYO4d, ITOABUIICA HOX, BBIpe3aHHLIﬁ nu3
IeJIbHOTO KYCKad OepeBa.

Ee romoc cran TBEPOLIM U PEIINUTEJIBHBIM:

— Opnako, ComnBeliH... Te0e He ciiemoBaio 6pocaTh MHE BBI30B Ha 9TOM CBSIIEHHOHN 3eMIie. 1 He
cmaMcs 6e3 6os1, ¥ Mos Porra Toxe.

Crosmas rnepen Hei OEBYIIKa YJ'IBI6HYJ'[8CB, €€ JIYy4UCThI€ I'lla3a 3aCUusgAInd APOCTHBIM CBETOM.

— ...Jlokaxu sTo!

)%k

— Mama... MaMa...



CaHHH 110713 TI0 IETTy, 3a[bIXasiCh OT TOPLKOTr0 AbiMa. CJIe3kl TEKJIM II0 er0 MOPIIMHKUCTHIM LeKaM,
MCIIapsIsiCh U3-3a CTPAIIHON XKapkl. Ero ceppie 607eo... 0, 0HO 60J1e710 TaK yKacCHO!

Bce ero Temno ObI7I0 0XBaueHO 60/b10. A BOKPYT Hero ropesa CsiieHHas Poija, 0xBaueHHas
UCIIETIeISIONNM, SPOCTHBIM orHeM. OH CIIbIIIan KPUKK ee o0KUTaTeNlel, OTOaBaBIIMECs 3XOM B
HEIpPOTISOHOM ThMe: U JII0AY, ¥ 3B€PU CrOpau 3aXKMBO, KOTa BeCh UX MUP Me[AJIeHHO IIpeBpaliaics
B IIeIle.

«Kak 310 MOXKeT OBITh... Kak, Kak?!»

[TogTankuBas cebs Brepen ciabbMy pyKaMu 6ecIojIe3HOT0 CTapuKa, OH IIOMOJI3 K XPYNIKO#H GUrypke,
7exaleid Ha 3eMjie B HECKOJIbKUX MeTpaX... TaK, TakK [ajieKo... B CTOPOHE.

OH 0oTKa3hIBaJICSI YMUPATh, HE NOOPABIIKCE 10 Hee.

3ems o6Kurasa ero JagoHU, KOTOPHIE TETEPh IOKPBITACH Y2KACHBIMU BOJIIBIPSIMU, HO OH TI0JI3
BIIepel, He XKeJjasl ClaBaThCs.

«Mama...»

U BOT, HaKOHeII, OH moOparscs oo Hee.

T'ocmoxa Poru nexaia MepTBast CpeIu OTHSI, OCKOJIKKM CTPAHHOTO 2KeJIe3HOT0 KMHXKaJla IIUIeNH B
3aJTUTON KPOBBIO TPSI3U BOKPYT Hee. I'oTas cie3bl, CaHHYM HEJIOBKO O0HSITI €€ TeJo U
U3[aJl TPUAYIIeHHBIH BOIIb.

[ToueMmy... TOYEMY 3TO YYBCTBO OBIIO TAKUM 3HAKOMHIM? Kak GyaTO OH yKe 4yBCTBOBAJI 3Ty 6O
OIHAXMHI, JABHLIM-IABHO, VKeE... B IPYTOM MUDE...

— IMTouemy THI yMepra? Pa3Be TH He goiKHa Onlna OBITE 6eccMepTHOM? Kak Takoe MoxkeT OnITh? Her,
HeT... 3TO IIPOCTO AYPHOU COH, KoLIMap. MHe HyKHO IIpoCHYThCs! [IpoCHUCH, cTaphi Oypak!
[IpOCHUCE... IPOCHUCH!

Ho 4to 6bl OH HYU fenal, oH He Mor. [laxe ecyy 3To OBIJT BCETO JIMIIb KOLIMap, OH GBI 3allepT B HEM,
He B CHJIaX BHIOPATHCS.

«B moBy1IKe... KomMapa?»

Korpga ata CTPpaHHAaA MBICITb ITPOHECIIACh B €TI0 T'0JIOBE, CTBOJI APEBHET'0 A€PEBa BHE3AIIHO yIIall
HelmogaJleKy, IIOOHSAB B BO3OYX BUXPh OTHEHHBIX UCKP U T'OPAIINUX 006110MKOB. CaHHHU YCTaBHUJICA Ha
Hero, 4yBCTBYs, KdK €ro 3peHrne TeMHeeT, da MBICJIK UCYEe3al0T OJHa 3ad npyroﬁ.



OH Kalllisij, He B CUJIaX OCTAHOBUTHCS... OH HE MOT OBIIIATh... OH 3abIXaICsd...

«KaxK 3T0 CIIy4yunocs?»

CTapI/IK YCTaBHIICA Ha TOpHH.II/IfI JieC, ero rja3a IIbIJIaJId OT T'OpsA U’ 683YMHOI"O HeBepu4d.

Kak CasmienHast Porta Moriia ObITh YHUYTOXKEHA?

Pa3Be oHa He HoMXKHa OblNIa CTOSTH BEICOKOM, KPACHBOU U CIIOKOMHOYU [OJIT0€e BpeMsd II0CTIe eTo
cMmepTu?

Pa3Be oHa He moKHA ObI/Ia TEPEXKUTDH €07

YyBcTBO aOCOIOTHOM, 6€CITPOCBETHOM IIeYaly ¥ OTYASTHUS 3aTOMMIIO €T0 Pa3yM, KaK ObIM TOIIUT
jierkue, a 601L — TEO.

«39TO KOIIMAp... IIPOCTO KOIIMaAp... 3TO HE MOXKET OBITDH PeaTbHOCTEIO... HET, HET, HeT!»

dTa ropbKasi MBICIb ObIJIa IIOC/IEqHEeH, KOTopas MOsIBUIach B Toj1oBe CaHHM mepeq TeM, KaK OH
IIPOBAJIUIICS B 00KHUTAIOIIYI0 TEMHOTY.

W B 3TO¥ TEMHOTE, OMMHOKHUYN U CTPAJAIOIINN, OH YMep.

)%k

Bonb, 60715, O0IE...

YxacHasi, MyduTenbHas 60J1b.

Ero cepane 6051e710, HO U BCE TEJIO TOXKE.

CaHHM He MOT OTKDHITh I'/Ia3a, TOTOMY YTO OHHU OB CKJIEEeHHI 3aCOXIIel KPOBbIO. A eciiy OBl U

OTKDEIJI, TO YBUOE OBl JIMIITh TeMHEIE CTEHEI HOJISGMHOfI KaMepEHl, roge OH OBIII IIPUKOBAH K P2KAaBOMY

IIBITOYHOMY YCTpOIZCTBy, PacCKaJIEHHBIE METaJIJIMYECKHE IIUIIEI BOH3aJIMCh B €0 TEJIO.

[ToTepsTHHBIN ¥ BCeMH 3a0ITHIN, BOAIH OT CBeTa 6J1aroCIOBEHHOTO COJIHIIA. ..

3HAKOMBIM T'0JI0C BOPBAJICA B €TI0 yIIX, 3aCTAaBUB €TI0 B3OPOTHYTh.



— ...A, To ouHycs. Xopomuro. Ha 3TOT pa3 Tkl Tak Koiro 6wt He B cebe, apyr Moi. [Ipogomkum?

«Emie ogHa mBITKA...»

CaHnHu B3OOXHYIJI, CIMIIKOM XOPOIIIO 3HAsdA, 9YTO €Tr0 O2KUOaeT.

OH efiBa MOT BCTIOMHMTB, KeM ObIIT 0 TOT0, KaK 0OKa3aJICsd B 3TOM XOJIOIHOM IT0fI3eMeNbe, UK IT0YeMy
ero My4aet o0agaTesb IIPOKISATOrO royoca. Bce, 4To OH 3Has, — 3T0 00JIb, ThMa ¥ OTYasHHUE.

OpmHakKo Ha 9TOT pa3 BCe 3TO He Ka3aJIoCh TAKUM YKACHBIM. YTO MOTJIO OBITh Xy2Ke TOr'0 KOIIMapa,
KOTOPBIYA OH TOJIBKO 4YTO BUHEN?

Congeiin, unpe, HokTuc... UMeHa Ka3alKuCh 3HaKOMEIMU. MoXkeT ObITh, OH KOTHA-TO 3HAJ 3TUX
miomen? 1o 3TOTO afa... eClid, KOHEYHO, YTO-TO BOOOIIEe CYIIeCcTBOBAJIO 3a ero IMpefeIaMu.

B nmioboM criydae, 3TO He UMEJIO 3HAYEHMUS.

Bce, 4T0 uMes0 3HaYeHNe, — 3TO 6OJIb, My4Y€eHusa u 0e3HaIeKHOCTD.

OH CTHUCHYII 3yOHI.

[Topa OBIIO BCTPETUTH HOBHIY [E€Hb...
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