I'maBa 460: Bout unu [TomneT

CaHHM HEKOTOpPOe BpeMs ocTaBasicd B 3ane Llenei, rinansa Ha Cemsa KomMapa ¥ MepLaoIIyo TbMYy,
HaTIOJIHSBIIYIO €TO0.

3aTeM OH BhIlIe HapyXKy. [TonHed pa3gymuy, CaHHY NPOIIE MeXAY YeJII0OCTAMU MEPTBOr0 ApaKoHa
¥ Me[JIEHHO HallpaBUJICS K 03epy. TaM OH CeJl Ha KaMeHHYI0 CKaMbI0 U C Mpa4YHbEIM BEIpakeHUeM
JIUIla YCTaBUJICA Ha BOXy. BeTep crierka yackan ero nuio 4 6y1efHyI0 KOXY, YCIOKauBas OCTaBIINECS
02KOTH, IToNny4YyeHHble UM B Husmewm Hebe.

CBsTas MoI4a CTOsIIa psAooM C HUM, €€ U3dlTHadA OHUKCOBadA (bnrypa OTpazxaJiaCh B IIPO3PaYHBIX
BOOax o3epa.

C ero ry6 copBascs TSAKEJEIH B3[IOX.

— ...5 nmouTtu gomMma.

Bombie mecsilia Ha3a[ OH OTIIPaBUJICSA B 9KCIEOUINIO, YTOOH HccienoBaTh OCTPOB
KopabnekpyieHui 1 HAWTH MOOCKA3KU 0 MECTOHAX0XKIEHUHN COKPOBHUII, OCTABIIEHHBIX
TauHCTBeHHBIM HokTrcoM. OH mIaHUPOBAJ IPOOLITH TaM BCETO HEHETTIO.

OH HamIes COKPOBHINA, a TaKkKe CpasuiIcs u mobequn ABYX AbsBosoB: [Tagmero u Bo3sHeceHHOrO,
TIOJTyYMB IIPH 3TOM [IBa MOILIHEIX BocroMuHaHus. [Tocie 9TOTo OH B3TISHYI Ha rodeneH Cymop0b!
ra3aMu 002KeCTBEHHOM MACKHU U IOTPY3UJICS B OeCKOHEUHYI0 Oe3[Hy.

OH mpoBeJl HECKOJIBKO Heflellb, IOrpyKasch B Mope HEOBITHS, ¥ IUIIIb B €T0 TIyOUHaX ero BCTPETUII
OKeaH IyamMeHH. [10 Ty CTOPOHY OTHSI HaXO[UIach YepHas OalllHs, IOCTPOeHHAs IPeBHUM AEMOHOM, a
B Helt — oTpyOieHHas pyka 00KecTBa, U3beeHHas yKaCHOU rHuibio. TaMm CaHHU MTPOTJIOTUIT KOCTh
(dananru Tkaya ¥ ITOTYYHI BTOPYIO YaCTh €r0 POOOCIIOBHOM.

[Tocrne 3TOTO OH C TOMOIIIBI0 60KECTBEHHOTO TJIaMEeHH OTKPHII IIOPTal MEXKAY TEMHOM IIyCTOTOM U
3a/IUTHIMM COJTHIIEM HeOecaMu M Halllesl CeMb IeTlel, KOTOPEIMU 00T Korma-To cBsizan 2KemnaHue,
matimoHa Hamezknowl.

W roe-To 1o IyTH OH BCTPETH 3abIy/lIyio AyIly, KoTopas Ha3biBaja cebst MopapeTtoM, [IpruHIIeM
Hwuyero... BecnnoTHEIM T010C, TOSBUBIINICS U3 HUOTKYya, IIOMOT €My Ha 3TOM IIyTH.

Teneps CaHHM 0CTABAJIOCh CHENATH MMOCTIETHEe... N0 MOrPY3UThCS B CMepTeNbHbHM Kommap, nubo
cotu ¢ kpas OctpoBa CimoHoBOM KocTH, 4TOOH €r0 BCTPETUIIA YHUUTOXKAIOIIAsA IPOCTh
CoaBiIuBaHus.

C TsKeJIBIM B3[I0XOM OH ITOBEPHYJICS ¥ YCTABUIICS Ha OejIble KOCTH OTPOMHOT0 3BePsi, KOTOPHIH
TBICSTYH JIET Ha3ajl 00XBaTUJI CBOMM MOTYYHMM TEJIOM OCHOBaHUeE ITpeKpacHoi OamrHu Hamexms,



IIpexnge 4eM HOFI/I6HYTB.

— ...Ilopa HAuWHATH, S ImOJararo.
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HexkoTopoe BpeMs ciycTss CaHHY NpUCIOHUICA K cTeHe bawau CiioHoBou Koctu. OH Haxoauscs B
Y3KOM MeCTe MeXIy XBOCTOM MEPTBOTO ipaKoHa U 0eJI0l IT0OBEPXHOCTHIO BEJTUKOM ITarosl, PSIOM C
HUM cTosiyia CBsATas, ee opyxue Ob1o yOpaHo.

C xpuBo#t yneibko#t CanHY 00ePHYJI IBE TEHW BOKPYT CBOETO Teja U IUPKYIUPOBaJl TEHEBOM
3CCeHLMeN 1Mo BUTKaM 3Mes [IyInu, TOTOBSICh K TOMY, YTO AOJIKHO ITPOU30UTH.

3aTeM OH IIOCMOTPEII Ha MOJI9aJIMBOT'O KAMEHHOI'0O EeMOHa W IIOOHSAJI 6pOBI/I.

— Yero TH XKpemb? Tonkaun!

Casitas Opocusia Ha Hero 0e3pa3NUyHEIM B3IJISAM, 3aTEM CHeJiajia Iar BIepes, IoJI0XKUIa PYKy Ha
TIOBEPXHOCTh MaCCHUBHOM KOCTHU Iiepef co00ii U TONKHYJIA CO BCel CBOel JeMOHNYeCcKou cumnou. Ee
HOTY IIOTPY3UJIUCH B IOYBY HA HECKOJILKO CAHTUMETPOB, HO IPEBHSS KOCTh HE CABUHYJIACh C MECTa.

...Iloka CaHHU He NIPUCOEOUHUIICSI K CBOer TeHH.

[TpuKaBIIKCH IJIEYOM K aflaMaHTUHOBO-0€J10ii TOBEPXHOCTH, OH BJIUJI TEHEBYIO 3CCEHIIHI0 B CBOU
MBIIIIE ¥ TOXKE HaflaBUJI. XOTS Ka3aJioch, YTO HalpsikeHKe yObeT ero, KOCTh HaKOHeI IOAianach.

OnuH U3 MaCCHUBHEBIX II03BOHKOB, COCTABJISIOININX XBOCT MEPTBOI'0 OPAKOHA, IIEPEBEPHYIICA,
OTOEJINBUINCE OT OCTAJIbHEIX.

— HaBau! [Ipogonxaii!

...Koneuno, CaHHM He coOMpasicsi B OMUHOYKY MPOTUBOCTOSITH Bropomy Kommmapy. O 4TO, OB
cymacienmum? Hy, MoxkeT ObITh, HeMHOT0. HO caMoyOuiicTBO He OBITIO YaCThIO €T0 0YEeHb MSATKOTO,
IIOTPaHUYHOTO, 0YapOBaTENIbHOTO 6e3yMusi.

BmecTo 3TOr0 oH cobupancs 6POCUTL KYCOK XBOCTa MEPTBOTO APaKoHa ¢ Kpas OcTtpoBa CI0HOBOM
KocTu 1 TpoKaTUThCS Ha HEM [I0 CAMOM 3eMJIH, HafiesiCh, YTO OH BHIAEPKUT HAaTUCK CHaBIHMBaHUS.

Ecnu opakoH He MOT, TO YTO TOTHa MOTJIO?

— IIpuKMUCH K HEMY CIIUHOU!



CBsiTast He OYEHB-TO HY2XKIOallaChk B €T0 HOJI6aJIpI/IBaHI/II/I... WM COBETE... TaK 4T0 CaHHU KpHu4dall B
OCHOBHOM [OJid COOCTBEHHOM IIOJIB3EI, IIOCKOJIBKY I'POMKHKE 3BYKHU II0YEMY-TO IIOMOT'dJIM €EMY
CIIPABJIATHECA C HAIPAXKEHNEM IIPU IIOIIBITKE CTOJIKHYTE OIPEBHIOK KOCTh.

K cuacThio, TETEPD, KOTTa OHa Oblyla BEIOMTA, IIPOLECC TIOLIENT JIerye.

BmecTe oHM MeIeHHO IepeHeCIn MaCCHBHEIM ITO3BOHOK MUMO 0€CeIKH C HEAaKTHUBHEIM ITOPTAJIOM,
3aTeM MUMO POIIY IPeBHUX NEPEBhEB U, HAKOHELI, K CAMOMY Kpaio OCTPOBa.

Tam CaHHM Ha MTHOBEHHE OCTAHOBUJICS M IIOIILITANICS IepeBeCTHu OyX. 3aTeM OH OCTOPOXKHO
IIOCMOTPE BHHUS.

9T0... OBITIO OIIUOKOH.

Ecnu paHbIle KpacouHasi MO3auKa JIETAIOIIUX OCTPOBOB [IajieKo BHU3Y ObljIa ITPOCTO 3aXBaTHIBAIOIINM
3peNuIIeM, TO Telepb, KOToa eMy IIPHUIIUIOCh MIPLIraTh BHU3, Y CAaHHM 3aKPYXKUIach I'ojioBa, U OH
MCITyTaJICs [0 yKaca.

— 9-3...

Ho 651710 ciumkom IIO30HO MEHSATE CBOE PEIlIEeHME.

...He taxk nu?

CtuchyB 3y0r!, CaHHU ITOCTapascs He AyMaTh O HEMBICIIMMOM BEICOTe U 3a0pasics BHYTPh I03BOHKA,
KOTOPBIN, KOHEYHO XKe, ObLIT OJTBIM B IIeHTpe. TaM OBIIO IOCTaTOYHO MECTA, YTOOH IIOMECTHIIOCH €TI0
TEJI0, U UMEHHO II03TOMY OH BHIOpasl UMEHHO 3TOT IT03BOHOK.

OH 3apiepaKascst HafloJro, MbITasgCh COOPATHCS C OYXOM.

«MoxerT, ellle He CIUIIKOM MO3[HO... MOXKET, MHE CTOUT IIPOCTO BOUTH B CeMs? UTO B 3TOM TaKOro?
9T0... 9T0 Bcero nuinb Bropou Kommap.»

Ho Het, nyTu Ha3ap He Obis10. OH IPOCTO [OJKEH ObLI CHeNnaTh 3TO.

I'my6oko BooxHyB, CaHHM Ha MIHOBEHME 3afiepKaJl MhIXaHue, a 3aTeM TOHEHBKUM TOJI0CKOM
3aKpUYa:

— Cssartas! Tomnkai ero!

OKa3aBIIKCH 3a InpenpeilaMi MaCCHUBHOI'O IIO3BOHKaA, MOJTYa/IMBBEIM TEMOH Ha MTHOBEHHE YCTaBHIICA Ha



ITOBEPXHOCTH I[peBHefI KOCTH.

A 3aTeM... HaHeC 10 HeY COKPYLIUTEIIbHBIN yaap.

Korpga xBocToBast KOCTh OPaKOHa OTJIeTeJla OT Kpasd OCTpOBa CrnonoBou Koctu, n3gas Cepbe3HBIfI
T'DOXOT, Cannnu BCKPHKHYJI, OTO3BaAJl CBSITYI-O " PAaCTBOPHUIJICSA B TEHH, obuTaBIIEH B IIyCTOTe BHYTPH
II0O3BOHKaA.

KoHeuHO, OH He coOMpaJICs MBITAThCS MepexuTh CoaBIuBaHUe B CBOEH (pU3NIECKOU GopMe... eMy
IIPOCTO HyKHA OkI/Ia IOCTATOYHO GOJIbIIAs TeHb, YTOOR CIIPSATATHCS B Hel. [ToKa ApaKOHbS KOCTh
IEepPKUTCS, TeHb TOXKe OYIeT mepKaThCs, ¥ OH OymeT B 0€30IMaCHOCTH.

...ECI¥ OHa BBITEPXKHUT.

B TeueHMe HECKOIBKMX CEKYH[I BCe Ka3aJioCh B IOPSAKe, HO 3aTEM ITO3BOHOK IIOKHUHYII ITY3bIPh
0e30macCHOCTH, OKPY2KaBIITHE HEOECHEIN OCTPOB, U BAPYT... HEMBICIUMOE [IaBJIeHHe 00PYIIUIOCh Ha
HET0 CO BCeX CTOPOH, CJIOBHO MOJIOT pa3rHeBaHHOr0 6ora, 3acTaBuB (HapdopoBy0 KOCTh U3IaBaTh
yCTpallaliye CKPUITyuYre 3BYKH.

Y cuoBa CaHHHU C yzKacalollled CKOPOCThIO mafas B HeGe. ToIbKO Ha 9TOT pa3 TPAHCIOPTHOE
CPEeNCTBO, KOTOPOe OH BRIOPAJI [iJis IepeBO3KH, ObLI0 ellle 60jiee CTPAaHHBIM, K TOMY K€ OHO
Bpalllajioch KaK CcyMacllefiliiee, a BOKPYT OTIYIIUTEILHO peBesl BeTep. K cyacThio, ero He yKayaro,
KaK TeHb... UHa4e ero u 6e3 Toro MmycTou KeJymoK cTaj Ol ellle IyIIe.

«IIpoknstTue! He nomaiics, NpoKisATas KOCTh!»

ITo3BOHOK MEPTBOTr'0 APAKOHA TPeIlal U MEeOJIEHHO PAaClladalIiCid Ha 9YaCTH... HO, YyaOM, BCe ele
OepP2KaJiCdad BMeCTe.

Ha Taxkoi# BricoTe CoaBiuBaHue OBIIO JOCTATOYHO CMEPTOHOCHBIM, YTOOBI TPEBPATUTH IIJIOTH CBITOTO
— HaCTOsIIero moixybora — B KpoBaByI0 acTy. MoxeT OBITh, fazke B 60mbII0e KpacHoe o61ako. Ho
aZaMaHTUHOBas OPaKOHbS KOCTh TOJILKO celuac Haydasla MeJjIeHHO paclafaThCs Ha YacTH.

Ho kak Tonpko IIponecc Ha4daJIiCd, OH CTaJl HEOCTaHOBHUMBIM.

CaHHU B ITaHUKE CMOTpe€JI, KaK Ha Oemon TIOBEPXHOCTH BOKPYT HErO IMOABJIAIOTCA IMHPOKHNE TPEIIUHEIL.
3aTeM KYCOK KOCTH OTJIeTeJl B CTOPOHY, BIIYyCTHB XaOTHUYHHIH OTOK CBETA. Py’l"aHCb, OH CMECTHIJICA B
CTOPOHY OT IIPOJIOMa, HO 4Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO CEKYH] ITOABUJICA €Ille OOWH, a 3aTEM €eIIle. Tens, B
KOTOpOI;I OH MOTI' CIIPATAThCsA, CTAaHOBHIIACh BCE MEHBIIIE U MEHBIIIE.

«Hepr!»



BCKOpe B KOCTH IIOSIBUJIOCH OOJIbIIIE OBIPD M TPEIIH, 94eéM OH MOT' COCHUTATh.

A TIOTOM... OHa COBCEM pacchIIIaliach.

B mocnenHioo cekyHay CaHHU COCKONB3HY Ha CaMblil OOBIION OCTABIIUUCS KYCOK IPEBHETO
TI03BOHKA, @ 3aTeM MyCTUJICS B Ge3yMHBIN TaHell, TIepeMellasiCh C OHON CTOPOHHI Ha APYTYIO, TOKa
(bparMeHT BpaIlasCcs ¥ MOACTABIISII PA3HEIE €T0 YACTH COJTHEYHOMY CBETY.

OT Hero OTKOJIOJIUCH MaJIeHbKKe KyCOYKH, a 3aTeM TPECHYII U caM (hparMeHT.

«Arx!»

HakoHel, KyCOK afaMaHTUHOBOT'0 ITI03BOHKA pacIiajics Ha AOXKOb OCKOJIKOB, KOTOPEIE OBUIM CIIUIIKOM
MaJisl, YTOOH ToMecTuTh CaHHU B CBOIO TeHb. Herme ObIIO CIPSITaThCs, OH ObLT BLIOPOIIIEH B
Gbu3nYecKuil MUp, U €ro TeJI0 MTHOBEHHO CTaJI0 XKEPTBOM KOCTeApoOuTEIbHON CUEl ClaBnuBaHUS.

...K cuacTsio, Teneps ero KOCTH OBUIM ropa3nio NpoyHee, Y4eM PaHblIIe.

WV CmaBnuBaHMe yxKe He ObIJIO TAKUM 0€3BO3BPATHO Pa3pYLUIUTENIbHEIM, KaK pPaHbIIIe.

Korpa rpoMku# KpuK BeIpBaJics u30 pra CaHHU, OH IIPOAOJIXKAJI ITafiaTh, YYBCTBYS, KaK €ro Tejo
IIPOXOIHUT Yepes KeCTOKYI0 MsicopyOky. Ho Grmaromaps IoMOIIM ABYX TeHEH U IeipOMY BIMBAHHUIO
TE@HEBOH CYIITHOCTH, 9TOT'0 OBIIO HEIOCTATOYHO, YTOOK YOUTDH €T0 WU [aXke Cephe3HO PAHUTh. JTO
OBLI0 TPOCTO OOJILHO, PA3PYIIUTEIBLHO U HEIIPUSTHO.

XBOCTOBAs KOCTb MEPTBOI'0 JPpaKOHa HeCJla €0 BHM3 JOCTATOYHO OO0JITO, YTOORI HpOfITI/I qepe3
Xyaine Ciion CroaBnuBaHUS.

Tenepb €My OCTaBaJIOCh TOJIBKO ITPHU3EMIIUTHCA.

C mopmaBneHHBIM CTOHOM CaHHM IBITAJICS KOHTPOIMPOBATh CBOE MafieHue U HaKOHeIl CyMel
cTabUIM3UpPOBaThL CBOE TEJI0, He laBast eMy OellleHO BpallaThCs.

Teneps CkoBaHHBIe OCcTpoBa OBIIM ropa3no, ropa3fo OnuxKe, YeM paHbIIeE.

Ha camowm [perne, OH faXxe CMOT y3HaTh HECKOIBKO OTUKAUIINX U3 HUX.

«He cMmel mpoMaxuBaThCs, Mep3aBelr! »

EMY O4Y€eHb, OYEeHb HE XOTEeJIOCh IIOBTOPATH BECh 3TOT HpOKJ’IHTbeI IIponecc CHOBaA.



Bri3BaB TeMHOE KprJ'[O, CaHHU nogoXKmall CEeKyH[Y, IIOKa CTpeK03I/IHbel IJI1aIl aKTUBUPYET CBOU
4dphl, a 3aTeM Ha4aJl Me[JJIEHHO IIPeBPAIlldTh CBO€ ITIaJ€HNE B CKOJIbZKEHNE.

B ero romose 3BeHena OfHa-eUHCTBEHHAS MBICITh:

«f coeman 3T0... I OEUCTBUTEJIBHO CAENAa 9TO... 4epT, g OEUCTBUTEJIbHO CHesan 3To!»
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Yepes HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi ¢ He0a crycTuach GUrypa MOJIOLOTO YeJ0BeKa U TPOBOPHO IPU3EMIIUIIACH
Ha yKa3aTeJIbHBIY MaJjiell TUTaHTCKOU XKeJIe3H0U PYKH, JIeXKaBIler B LIeHTPe MUPHOT0, TUXOT'0
0CTpOBa. MoJofiol 4eioBeK BRITJISAMIEN HECKOJIBKO CTPaHHO... OH Obl1 0OHaXKeH BHIIIE T0sICa, ET0
01eIHYI0 KOXKY IIOKPBEIBa/IM HECKOJIBKO TI0JTy3aKKUBILIKX 02KOTOB, & PyKU U OOJIBIIYIO YacTh TYIOBHUINA
IIOKphIBaa yrpoxarlias 3aMbICJIoBaTasd TaTyMPOBKa B BUe CBEPHYBIIENCS YEPHOU 3MEH.

Ero yepHEIe BOJIOCH GBI JUKUMHU ¥ B3bEPOIIEHHHIMH, @ TEMHEIE TJ1a3a Ka3aIiuCch HEMHOTO
0e3yMHBIMHU.

CaHHU cJierKa IMOKAQ4YHYIJICA, noyMmarll paBHOBECHE...

...l moBepHYyncs K rpymie [Ipo6yKaeHHBIX, KOTOPBIE CUeNIM BOKPYT TAHIYIOIIEero KOocTpa U
CMOTPEJIH Ha Hero C OTKPHITEIMU PTAMH.

Ha ero nuiie nostBuIach spkas yybiOKa.

— Ax! [To6poro BaM mHsI, ToBapuiu. CKaxure...

Korpga B ero ria3ax nosiBusicst 6e3ymubii 611eck, CaHHU 007113as1 TyOBl ¥ XPUIIIIO CITPOCHIT:

— ...4 BUXKY, BHI UTO-TO XKapHUTe Ha KOCTPE, 9TO XKe efa?
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