I'maBa 170: 3Be30HBIN EPEIIET

CaHHM HHKOTI'MIa IIpexfe He Bupell, 4Tobu Heduc mposiBisiia cTpax, He TOBOPS yKe 0 TOM, YTOOH
WCITBITHIBATh HACTOSIIUMN yXKac.

MrHOBEHHO KaXKIbIA MYCKYJI B €r0 TeJjie HAaIIPATCA, ¥ II0 HEMY Hpo6e}KaHa XO0JIOOHAsA OPOXKb.

«9TOr0 HE MOXKeT OBITh, 3TOI'0 HEe MOXKEeT OLITh!»

OHa Oblyla Y€JI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIM CTAJIKUBAJICS C JEMOHAMU ¥ CTPAIIHBIMUA MEP30CTSIMH, faXkKe He
OPOTHYB. YTO MOIJIO TaK Hamyrars ee’?

Heyxenu on omu6cs? Heyxenu Kaii Bce-Taku Obljia BOIIJIOMIEHNEM KaKOT0-TO IIEPBOOLITHOTO 37147
Kaxk Takoe MoxkeT OBITE?!

[TaHuMKYys, OH TOBEPHYJICS JIUIIOM K 04apOBaTe/IbHOMY IOHOIIE U BEITSHYJI ONHY PYKY, TOTOBHII
npu3BaTh Ockoiok ITonyHouu. He To 4TOOH 3TO IIOMOTJIO, ecliid OBl make MeHsomasacs
3Be3ma ucmyranachb...

...Ho, K ero ynusnenuto, Ka He IpOsIB/IsAI HUKAKUX IIPU3HAKOB APEBHETO yxkaca. Ha camoM gerne, oH
CMOTPEIl Ha HETO C MHUJIBIM BhIpaKE€HUEM PaCTEPSIHHOCTH.

— OwM, Caunru? Kto TBOM mpyr?

Hert, 9T0 He uMes0 HUKAKOTo CMEICIa. CAaHHU He TOJBKO ObLI YBEPEH B CBOMX CYKIEHUSX, OH TaK¥XKe
BHU[IEJI, KaK MHOXKECTBO JTofiell mpuBeTcTBoBanu Coja, Kak 6yOTo OHU 3HANU U Mobumu ero. OH He
Mor 6bITh KonrmMapHbiM CyIecTBOM.

Torma uto OBITIO He Tak ¢ Hedwuc?

He cBops B3rysiia CBOEN TEHU C 0YapPOBATENILHOTO JIyyHUKa, CaHHU MeJIEHHO 00epHYJICS U
mocMoTpen Ha MeHswiytocs 38e3ay. OHa BCe elle CTosIa Ha MeCTe, Ka3aioCh, llapainu30BaHHas
CTPaxoM.

YTO IPOUCXOOUT?

—9... Hed?

Ona B3OPOTHYJIa U OTBEJIa B3rjidAd OT Kas. ‘Iepes HECKOJIBKO CEeKYH] MeHnsitomasics 3se3na
OCTOPO2KHO HAKJIOHHUJIACh BIlepen U IIPOIIEeIITala:



— CaHHH... 4TO 31ech aenaet Comn?

OH HaxMypUICsH.

— OH TOT caMBI¥ APYT, 0 KOTOPOM § TeOe paccKa3biBall.

Ona 3amepxKanach, 3aTeM IIOKadasa I'OJI0BOM:

— Her, s uMelo B BUMY, YTO OH 3[€Ch [IeJlaeT?

AKX11eHT OBII cHe/IaH Ha CJIOBE «37IEeCh».

«I'me e1re oH MOXKeT OBITH?»

CoBepileHHO pacTepsBIIch, CaHHY IBITAJICS MOHSTh, YTO MPOUCXOTUT. MoXKeT ObITh, OHA YTO-TO
3HaJa O MOXHUIIEeHUU? ITO He UMeJIo CMBIC/Ia. HakoHel], OH cKa3a:

— ¢ cmac eMy Xu3Hb B pyMHAX, II03TOMY OH [iejlaeT MHE OfI0JIXKEHHE B OTBET.

He(l)I/IC YCTaBUIIaCh Ha HETO C OTYAsIHUEM, 3aT€éM CHOBA ITOKa4ajid T'OJIOBOM:

— Her, s umeto B Buny, uto Coi menaet 31ech, Ha 3absiToMm Bepery!

CaHHU HAXMYPUIICH.

— B®I 4TO, 3HANM APYT Opyra B peaabHOM MuUpe?

Heduc mocmoTperna Ha Hero ¢ 3a0aBHHIM BhIpaxkeHueM nuila. OHa OTKPHIIa POT, 3aTEM CHOBa
3aKphlIa ero.

Hakomet1, oHa 3acTaBuja cebst 3arOBOPUTh:

— THI... THI He 3HaEIIlb, KTO 0H?

Tem BpemeneM Kaif, KOTOpHIHM BeXKJIMBO MOJTYasl BO BpEMsI BCET0 9TOT0 CTPAHHOTO Pa3roBOpa,
OCJIETIUTEIIBHO YIBIOHYIICS ¥ CKa3at:

— OH DelCTBUTENIbHO He 3HaeT. Pa3Be 3TO He 3aMevdaTesibHO?



CaHHM GPOCHII Ha HETO MPAYHbIH B3TJISH.

— OTkyna MHe 3HaTh, KTO OH? [I0gCHHU, ITOXKAaJIyUCTa.

Hedo HEKOTOpOe BpeMsdA MOJI4daJjia, 3aTEM I'DOMKO IIPpOIIeITalia:

— 910 Comnosenr, uguot! Y3 Hantuureina! Con!

«0O ueM 3T0 oHA?!» OH MOHATUS HEe UMEJI, YTO ITO 3HAUUT!

CaHHU pa3gpaxkeHHO HNOTep JIUIIO:

— O yeM THI rOBOPUIIL? UYTO TaKOE COTIOBEN?

Heduc nocmorpena Ha Kas, mobnenHena ee 60JbIile M, HaKOHEI[, CKa3ajla TOHEHbKUM T'0JIOCOM:

— 9T0... TOJIBKO JIy4Illas ¥ caMasi U3BeCTHas UA0-TPYIIa NOCIefHer0 AecaTuneTus. TpoiHou
nobenutens Opdest, CTO HefeNb MOAPS Ha BePIINHE BCEX YapTOB, IIECTh OPUIIIMAaHTOBBIX alTbOOMOB.
9TOT... 9TOT ComoBent. ToT camelii ConoBell. Bokanucr...

CannHu IIPOCTO YCTABHUIJICA.

«[Tomoxkmu. THI XO04eIIb CKa3aThb...»

«Heyzkenu oHa Tak pacCTpPOUJIACh U3-3a TOTO, YTO Kall B mpouioM OBIT YIeHOM KaKOU-TO Aypaukou
MaJIb4YUIIeCKOU TPYIIIBI?»

Mensiomasics 3Be3qa He Oblia B y2Kace, OHa Oblia... TopaxeHa?

OH Moyan HEKOTOpoOe BpeM4.

A 3aTeM B30pBaICSId CMEXOM.

«Boru... o 6oru! Heduc — dpanartka aitmonos! Kakoe 3akyivHaHue, 3TO CIUIIKOM CMEIIHO...»

Ecnu nmomyMath, KOTHja OHU BIIEPBBIE BCTPETUIINCH, OHA BCe BpeMsi Oblla B HaymIHUKax. OH [0JIKeH
ObLT TOHSTE, 4TO Hed yBrmekaeTcst My3hIKOM TOpa3fo paHbie. Morydas u HemokojaeOumas
Mensttomasicst 3Be3pa, cOMTasi ClieCHBbIM MalbYUKOM-UIOJIOM. ..



9T0 OBIIO TPOCTO YMOPUTEIBHO!

OH maxe He peBHOBaJ. KakoBHI OBIIN IIAHCH BCTPETUTH €€ 00ePKUMOCTh B IPOKIIATOM MpayHOoM
ropoge? Tl He MOT IPUAYMaTh TaKyl0 4yIIb!

[Toka oH ymMupan oT cMexa, U MeHswmascsa 38e3aa, 1 Kall CcMOTpenu Ha Hero CO CJI0KHBIMU
BhIpaxkeHussMU. OgqHako CaHHU IIPOCTO HE MOT OCTAHOBUTHLCI. Er0 CMeX yTUX TOJIBKO IIOCJIE TOr0, Kak
OH HayaJl XpUTIETh.

— IIpoctu, npoctu. 4 npocTo... He oxupan 3toro. Ot Teds. Xa! O, 6oru. YTo KacaeTcs TBOETO
Bompoca, CoJ 34ech yKe OKOJIO IBYX C II0JIOBUHOU JIeT. OH XUBET B 3aMKe...

Heduc HeCKOIBPKO MTHOBEHHU Ka3aiach 3aAyM4YMBOM, 3aTEM IIOCMOTPesia Ha Kas pacimupeHHBIMU
riasami.

— JIBa ¢ nonoBuHOU roga? Ho... HO g gymaina, 4yTo «CoJI0Bel» IPOCTO Ha IepephIBe U3-3a COJIBHOTO
nmpoekTa ['ena...

«0, ects eme u 'edn. d gaxe He MOTy...»

Kait n3BuHSAOLIE YIBIOHYIICS.

— Borocy, 4TO HeT. { melCTBUTENBHO IIPOBEN BCE 9TO BpeMd 37eCh, B MpauHomMm ropoge. Moemy
areHTCTBY MPUIIIOCh MPUAYMaTh KaKylo0-TO UCTOPUIO IJId MPUKPBITUS, g NoJiaraio. [Ipu Takom
TI0JIOXKEHUY Belllel, OHU [ake He MOTYT PACKPYTUTHCS U BBITYCTUTh TOCMEPTHHIM amb00M, OeJHATH.
3HaeTe, Beb TEXHUUECKHU 5 He MepTB. [IpocTo... crjio.

Hed 3acTeHUYMBO KUBHYIIA.

— O. INousTHO.

[TeITasick pa3psimUTh HEMOBKYI0 aTMocdepy, Kaii elre pa3 yneOHYICS €.

— Kcrarty, Tak npusiTHO BCTPETUTSH elne ofHoro apyra Canuu. Kakou croopnpu3s! { gymar, 4To oH
MIOJTHBIN... 9-3... OMMHOYKA. [IPOCTUTE, HO 5T HE YIOBUI Balllero UMeHu. ITo Oblyio Hed?

I'nsaps Ha Hero, CaHHM YCMEXHYIICA. 3aTeM OH TIPOYMCTHUII TOPJIO U HEIIPUHYXKNEHHBIM TOHOM CKa3all:

— Ax 1ma, 51 3a0b1T TeOsT MpencTaBuTh. M3BUHM, K HecuacThio. Coi, 9To0 Heduc. XoTs B 9TH IHU OHA
XOOUT IOA APYTUM UMeHeM. BO3MOXKHO, THI CHIBIIIAT €T0... T03HAaKOMbCS, 3TO MeHsIoImasics
3Be3na u3 KinaHa beccmepTtHoro [Inamenu.



...Tenepb HaCTalla o4epenb Kas ¢ YXKaCOM YCTaBUTLECA Ha He(l'.)I/IC. Yrornok ero rimasa OEPHYIICA.

OmHako, BO3MOXKHO, O1aromapsi TPEHUPOBKAM C UO0JaMHU, EMY yIaBaJ0Ch CKPHIBATh CBOU SMOIIUU
ropasno OricTpee. MOprHyB HECKONIBKO pa3, OH 3afepaKaliCsi Ha MIHOBEHME, a 3aTeM CKa3aJl CBOMM
POBHBIM, YapPYIOLUIUM T'OJIOCOM:

— O. 9T0... yOOBOJIbCTBUE TIO3HAKOMUTHCS C BAMU, MUJIEHU. ... TaK MHOTO CJIBIIIAJ O Bac. ITO YECTh
IJIsT MeHs!

He(i)I/IC OTBEPHYJIACH, ITBITAaACh CKPEITE PYMSsIHEII Ha IIeKaX. YcraBuBIuck Ha CTEHY IIePEYIIKa, OHa
33KOH€6aHaCB, 3aTeéM HEJIOBKO CKa3ajla:

— Wrak... 3-5M... TBOU APYT yXKe 37ech, CaHHUA. MBI MOXKEM OUTH IIOTOBOPUTH celdac?

Ona B3TJIAHYJIa Ha HETO U I10CJIE HEKOTOPOTO Kojie6aHus moGaBwIa:

— MHe HyXKHO 00CyOHUTH C TOOOM KOe-4TO BaXKHOE. JTO... BOIIPOC XKU3HU U CMEPTHU.
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