B xomuKcax Bcerma Oblla KaKasi-To Hellepexopsinas IyTKa 0 ToM, 4To [IxxeHHuDep YonTtepc SK0Ob
OblyTa CKPOMHO#M 1 poOKOH, ¥, TakuM 06pa3oM, 2KeHIIrHa-XalK, Kak ee albTep-9ro, BhIIENsIach ele
Oosblile, YTO 5 BCerfla CUUTal HEMHOT0 0TCeOITUHOU. Bo-iepBhIX, OHa HUKOTTIa He BHITJIAeNa
0co0eHHO HEB3PAYHOM, UTO 5 IIPOCTO CIIKCAJl Ha PUCOBKY KOMHUKCOB, 00BIYHO [eJIalolyio Jitofeit nubo
HEBEPOSITHO BEIMKOJIENTHEIMY, TU00 OTKPOBEHHO Yy OBUIITHEIMY, HO faXke ecny Obl OHa ObllIa TaKOH,
Ka3aJiock OBl CTPaHHBIM [IaBaTh CYIeprepoio KOMIIJIEKC 110 IIOBOAY €€ BHEIIHOCTH.

HeynouButenbHO, 4TO BceneHHas Marvel oka3anachk ITOJTHEIM IEPEMOM, TOCKONBKY [I:KeHHUupep
Yontepc oKasanach 0OUeHb KPaCHUBOM, XOTS U JOBOJIbHO HEBHICOKOW U XY OM KEHIIUHOU C AJIMHHBIMU
KaIlITaHOBLIMU BOJI0OCaMH, COOpaHHBIMH B ITy4OK, OfjeTas B KOHCEPBATHBHBIM [€JI0BOM KOCTIOM.

Takxe HEyOUBHUTEJIbHO, YTO OHa HUYYTh HE BIledaTJIeHa TEeM, YTO A BOPBAJICSA B €€ O(bPIC, €CJIM CYOUTDb
I10 €€ Pa3gpaxXeHHOMY B3rjiany.

— IIpocTuTe, KTO BBl TAKOK? — ee TJla3a PacClIMpUINCh, KOTJa OHa y3Hasla IpegMeT B MOeU pPyKe.
— U TIOYEMY Y BAC KAMEHb BECKOHEYHOCTH?!

— KopoTkas Bepcus, MeHst 30ByT [ MHHyHTarar, MyTaHT, HCKaXKaloIIU{ PeaslbHOCTb, S PAa303/IUIICS Ha
Touu Ctapka, yCTpOUJI 3acafly Ha HETO U ero CylepCeKPeTHHIH KiTy0 UITIOMIHATOB U YKpasl Y HUX
KamHuu. 4 mpuien K BaM, IIOTOMY 4YTO Y MEHS €CTb IJIaHBl HA HUX, U 5 TTOHSJI, YTO Y BaC TOXKE eCTh
npeTteH3uu K CTapKy 1U3-3a TOTO, UTO OH 3a0paJl TBOM CHUJIBL U OTIIPABUJI TBOETO €IUHCTBEHHOIO
POLCTBEHHUKA B KOCMOC.

— Kaxk THl... — OHa B HeBepUU IIOMOTasla rojaoBoii. — HeBaxkHO, 1 HEMHOTI'0 3aCTpsjia Ha TOU 4acTH,
Te Thl, II0-BUOUMOMY, YIIeJl C OOHUMU U3 CaMbIX MOIIHEIX IPeAMeTOB BO BcelleHHOu. U... Ilogoxny,
THI CKa3aJ, 4To y Kamuu Ovinu y Ctapka?!

— Hy, ma, g mymato, aTo He Obi10 OBl 061Ien3BecTHO. [1a, y Ctapka, Puna Puyapmca U HECKOIBKUX
IOPYTHUX BaXKHBEIX TepoeB coOpanIuch BMeCTe 0KOJIO Iofla Ha3afl, YTOOk! CIIPAaBUTHCS CO BCEMHU
OonbIIMMY YTPO3aMHU, IIPEeXK/e YeM OHM CTasy mpobaeMoit. YToOH cenaTh 3TO, OH PEILIUIn codpaTh
Kamuu, 4T00B YHUYTOXKUTE UX, @ KOTHAa 9T0 He cpaboTasno, OHU pa3feNiuiid Uux, 4ToOH "00e30ImacuTh
BCex", YTO 110 CYTH O3HAYas0 IPOCTO cuaeTh Ha KaMHSX, TOKa OHU pa3phIBal COOOIIECTBO
cymneprepoes Ha 4acTu. [ToaTomy st 3abpan Kamuu, 4TOOH pa3maTh UX JIIOOSM, KOTOPEIE
IeNCTBUTEIbHO OYOYT UCIIOIE30BaTh UX PAa3yMHO M OTBETCTBEHHO.

Kaxertcsi, Yonrepc He MOXKET 0CO3HATh TO, UTO S TOJILKO UTO €l CKa3aJl, I03TOMY 5 Jajl el MUHYTY,
Ipexye 4eM MPOIOIKHUTh:

— 4 xouy, 4TOOHI THI CTaJla OOHUM K3 HOBBEIX 0OnapaTesieit KaMHel, 0T4acTy ITOTOMY, 4TO y TeOs yxe
OBLT OMWH M3 HUX HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi, HO TaKxkKe 5 [yMalo, YTO THl OJHA U3 CaMbIX CIIOCOOHEBIX TE€POEB, U
IIOTOMY 4YTO S X041y, YTOOBI TBOM afBOKATCKNEe HaBBIKU HCII0Ih30BaluCh TpoTuB CTapKa 1 ero SRA.

OHa, HAKOHEII, IPUIIIa B ce0sl.

— Teo1 xouetns, 4ToOH g paboTtana [TIPOTUB SRA? Thl ke TOHMMAaeIlb, YTO 5 OblJla CTOPOHHUKOM 9TOM



IPOTPaMMBbI?

— T#hI BCce ellle Tak CYUTAEIL?

OHa oTBena CBOM B3TJIAM.

— ITocne Ctamdopaa 3To0 Ka3anoch BIOIHE Pa3yMHBIM...

— Takas 4ymb IOHa4vaay BCerga KaxeTcsl pa3yMHOU. £ Okl He cTal KOPUTh cebsi CTUIIKOM CHUJIBHO 3a
TO, YTO IIOMAJICA Ha 3Ty yAoukKy, CTapKy TOXKe yoajoCh IpUBJIeYb K arrTuTalu YegoBeKa-nayka, a
9TOT NapeHsb - MaJibuMK C I1akaTa [lapanous CekpeTHOU JIMYHOCTH. YTO OKa3bIBaeTCS BIIOJIHE
OIIpaBOaHHHEIM, TakK KaK ero TeTs ceddac B KOMe OT PYK 3710751, Y3HaBIIEro ero TUNYHOCTb.
IeliCTBUTENBHO, HY KTO OBl MOT ITOAyMaTh?!

— 4 gyBCcTBYy10 cebs TaKOM UAMOTKOM, pa3 BTSIHYJIACh B 3TO, — B3HoxHYy/a [IxkeHHU(Dep. — Xopolto, s
BBICJIYIIIAl0 TBOM IIaH. MoXKeT OBbITh, C IOMOIILI0 KaMHS 51 CMOTY BHITAIIUTh U3 Ce0ST 3TUX IPOKJISATHIX
HaHOOOTOB.

— O, B 9TOM HeT HEOOXOMMMOCTH, ST MOTY UCIIPABUTh 3TO MPSIMO ceidac. [faBaiiTe Ha30BEM 3TO
6oHycoM 3a mpyxemobue! — co B3MaxoM MOel PyKu HaHOMAIMHH B KpoBU [IxKeHHU(ED OecciemHo
HMCYe3IH, X Pa3facs BHE3aMMHEM TPECK pa3phIBAIOIIECSa OOeKIbl, Korfa ee cuia JKeHIMUHL Xallka
BOCCTQHAaBJIMBAETCS C HUCUE3HOBEHUEM IIOaBUTEJIEN CUJIB, U €€ TeJI0 IOYTHU YOBauBaeT CBOIO Maccy.
K cuacThio, ee KOCTIOM OCTaeTCs OTHOCUTEIbHO HEMOBPEXKIEeHHBIM, €C/T He CYUTaTh HECKOIbKUX
OBIP, TOKA3bIBAIOIIMX 3€IEeHYI0 KOXKY, M PyKaBOB IIKAAXKaKa, KOTOpPhle pa30pBajiiCh Ha YaCTHU MU3-3a
BHE3aITHOTO YBeTUYEHUST MyCKyIaTypsl. Ee KaOnyku, moxoxe, IIOCTPafaiy CUIbHEE, TIOJTHOCTHIO
JIOTIHYB U OCTaBUB ee 00co. [IxeHHU]ED JepraeT 0CTaTKU CBOel OJIy3KU CO CMEChI0 YIUBIIEHUS U
JIETKOTO CMYILIeHHUS.

— XM. JTO maneko He umeasibHO, — 5 CJIerkKa MaxHYJ PYKOW, U ee HapsO CHOBA CIITHBAETCS,
TIOJICTPANBAsICh 1of 6osiee KPymHYI0 Gurypy. [To-BUAUMOMY, 3TO TO, YTO KOMUKCHI [IeHCTBUTEIHHO
TIOHSITH TIPABHUJIBHO, TIOTOMY YTO 51 He MPeyBEeIUYNBal0, KOTa roBopio, uTo 2KeHmmuHa XaJk,
BO3MOXKHO, camast purypucras KeHIIuHA, KOTOPYIO s BUMIEN B CBOEH XKU3HH, aXkKe [0 CPAaBHEHHIO C
yKe HeCIIpaBeIuBO MPUBJIEKATETbHBIMU CBEPXITIONBMHU 3TOTO MUpa. Ha caMoM mesne moBOTBHO
TPYOHO OTBECTH B3TJISIT U HE MSITTUTHCS.

I>xeHHU(ED IPOBEPHUIa CBOM KOCTIOM, OTMeYas, YTO OHa CHOBA MPUJIMYHO OfleTa.

— 970 OBIIO... HEOXKHUAAHHO... HO He MOT'Y CKa3aTh, YTO HexkeaTeNlbHo. M cracubo, 4TO 3aIuil MO0
OfleX My, THl He TIOBEPHIIb, CKOJIbKO JeHer HaM, XajIKaM, IPUXOAUTCS TPATUTh Ha BOCCTAHOBJIEHHE
rapgepofa. 3HAYKUT, THl MOKEIITb IPOCTO... OTKITIOYUTH HAHUTHI?

— He coBcewM, s TpoCTO cHesan Tak, YTOOB OHU ITOTHOCTBIO UCYE3IIH, YTOOL HUYTO He Melano Tebe
CHOBa npeBpaTtuThcs B 2KeHmuHY Xanka. MckaxeHue pealbHOCTY OOBOJILHO YHUBEPCAIIBHO,
IIOHUMaellh?



— Teneps, Oynp Tak n0be3eH, pacCKaXky MHe NONOAPOOHeH, — OHa KUBHYJIA, 3aTeM CHOBa
nocMoTpena Ha Kamens B Moeit pyke. — M o KamHusx, u o Ctapke.

MHue TpebyeTcst HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi, YTOOH 00BICHUTH geTanu 0 CTapke U ero WITIOMUHATAX, U K
KOHITYy [I:KeHHU(ED IEePEKII0YaeTCsS MEXAY IIIOKOM 1 6€3yMHOH SPOCThi0 XalKa u3-3a IULIEMEePUs U
mxu Toru. HeymuBUTENbHO, €CIIM YYECTh, UTO OH IOJ IIPEAIOroM COOITIONeH ST 3aK0Ha YOapHI
HOKOM B CIIMHY BCEX CBOMX OPY3€ii, a Ha CaMOM [ieJjie PYKOBOMMII 3aKyIUCHOM KOHCIIMPATUBHOM
rpymnmnoi. KoMUKCH, BO3MOXKHO, IPUYKPACHIIM BCE 3TO, IBITASICh BEPHYTHCS K IIPOU3BOJIBHOMY CTATYC
KBO, HO 5 He myMmalo, uTo CTapKy unu Puyapacy Tak moBe3eT B peaabHOCTH.

HakoHel, oHa JOCTaTO4YHO YCIIOKanBa€TC4, 4yTOOBI CHOBA CECTb 3a CBOM CTOJI, YyThb JIX HE JIOMaAs €T0
OT 3JIOCTH.

— Bce ato Bpemsi, BCE 3TO BPEMS oH roBopui MHe, HACKOJIBLKO BaXXHEIM Obl1 SRA 1 Kak 9T0 OBIIIO
niist obriero 6ara, ¥ BCe 3TO OBIIO JI0XKbI0. S 0TOpOCHIa BCe MPUHIUIIE, KOTOPhIe ¥ MeHs OBINH,
TOJIBKO ITIOTOMY, YTO OH CKa3aJl, YTO 9TO MIPABUJILHO U BCe 3TO OBIIIO HAaIlpacHO? — OHa

HaKJIOHUJIaCh BIIepe[, YIIEPEBILINCh TOKTIMHU B CTOJI U C HECYACTHHIM BUOOM IIpsda JIULO B JTafOHAX.

— CoMHeBaloCh, 4YTO OH Hayal C 3TOT0, HO Thl 3HAEIIb, YTO TOBOPAT, HOOphle HAaMEPEHUS BeAyT B afl.
Yro-To Bpome SRA Bcerga 3By4HMT IPUBJIEKATEILHO, IOTOMY YTO JII0001 3TPAaBOMBICIISIINN YeTT0BEK
10 TIOHSATHLIM IpUYMHAM 60s71Cs OB 0OKa3aThCs B SMUIIEHTPE CPaKEeHUM MeXOY CBEPXIIIOIbMHY, a TaM,
TZe eCTh 001IeCTBEHHBIN CTPaX, €CTh IOJTUTUKH, KOTOPBIe OYOyT UCIIOIb30BaTh ero. HacmymaBIuch
omacenu#t Ctapka, Pum paccuurarn, 4To oTcyTcTBHe SRA OynmeT o3HauaTh OTKPBITYIO BOMHY MEXIY
IIPaBUTEILCTBOM U COOOIIECTBOM CYIIEPTEePOEB, U TOIBKO II0CJIE TOTO, KaK OHU BJIE3JIM JOCTATOYHO
rIy00KO U TOHSJIM, YTO CUTyallds He CTajla CUJIbHO Jydlle, yKe OBIJI0 CIUIIKOM IT03IHO
repenesnbiBaTh.

OHa CHOBa ceJla, Ha ee JuIle ObII0 SPOCTHOE BEIPAXKEHHeE.

— A gT0 HacueT Bpioca? YeM OH 3aCiyKui, YTOOH ero BEHIOPOCHIIA B KOCMOC, KaK 4epTOB Mycop?

4 moxan nuevyamu.

— Mucc Yontepc, He 3Haw, 3aMETHUIH 11 THI, HO XallK JeMCTBUTEIbHO CTPallleH. A NMIOAsM He
HPABUTCS, KOTHa UX MMyraioT. f uMel0 B BUAY, Mbl MOKEM BEPHYTH €T0, €CNA X04elnb. Unu, 1o
KpalHeu Mepe, HaBEeCTUTh ero, eCJIM OH He 3aX04eT BO3BpallaThCs?

OHa BHIT/IsIENA COUTOM C TONIKY.

— Iloyemy OH He 3aX04eT BO3BpALaThCSA TOMOU?

— Kak Onl cKa3aTh... BceneHnHas mongHa 6eCKOHEUHBEIX BO3MOXKHOCTEH. B mo6om ClIy4dae, BOT CIIMCOK



KaHIWJATOB Ha oOafanue KaMHSIMH, — s yKa3asl Ha IyCTOH JIMCT OyMaru Ha ee CTOoJie, ¥ CJI0Ba
OBICTPO MOSIBUIMCH Ha OyMare. [IxkeHHUDED MOTHSIA INCTOK ¥ BHUMATEIbHO IIPOYUTAIa €ro.

— Tol oTmaemws MEe Kamens Bpemenu? [louemy?

— Hy, ogHaxmas! TH yKe Bragena KamuaeM CUH, ¥ y MEHST €CTh OPYTOM KaHOWOAT Ui Hero. [lymai
00 3TOM Kak 0 6/1arogapHOCTH 3a TO, YTO THI OblJIa IIPEeABIAYINUM JepxkaTeneM Kamus.

OHa BHIT/ISAAENA IMOJO3PHUTEJIBHO, HO IIPOJOJIZKKIIa YU TATh.

— JIrok Ke#inx... Kypt Baruep... d6ureiin boiinen? d HUKOTa 0 Hel He CIIBbIIIaa.

— Ee 30ByT O6nak0-9, oHa Oblyla BOBJleueHa B IHUIIMATHBY U SBISIETCSA OOHOU U3 XYAIIUX XKEPTB
SRA, X0Ts ee cuJla 3aK/IH09ajIach TOJIBKO B CO3MaHuu 06j1aKa, Ha KOTOPOM OHa MOXKeT jietaTh. OHa
nony4yuT Kamens [IpocTpaHCTBa, IO3TOMY €M HUKOTa He IPUAETCS UMETh [AeJI0 CHOBA C 3TUMU
npuaypKaMu. {1 TOYHO 3HAI0, YTO OHA [laXke He IMoJyMaeT 3JI0yIoTPe0IsATh CBOeH CUIoM, — KpoMe
TOTO, €CJIM KTO-TO ¥ MOXKEeT HCI0JIb30BaTh KaMeHb, T03BOIAIOIINY Iy TEIIECTBOBATh KyAa YTOOHO, TakK
9TO OHa.

IxeHHudpep codupanach 3afaTh JOTOTHUTEILHEIE BOIPOCH, HO 3aT€M 3aMeTH/Ia IIOCIeqHee UMs B
CIIHCKe.

— IMoropu, ITUTEP [TAPKEP?!

— MHe HYyXKHO 4T00OH 00/1afaTeNlb OMHOT0 U3 caMbIX onmacHeX Kamueit, Kamus PeanbHOCTH, OBIT
cepbe3eH B HCIIOIb30BaHUU CUJIBL. UTOOH OH MOT MCIIO/Ih30BaTh 3Ty CUITY flaXke IIPOTUB MeHs CaMOTo,
€CJIY S 3aiily CIIMIIKOM [ajieKo MU COUAy ¢ yMa. Eciu Thl MOXKeIlb Ha3BaTh XOTb KOT0-TO OoJiee
O[Iep2KKUMOTO HUfieel OTBETCTBEHHOT 0 MCII0Ib30BaHUs CUIIBI, yeM YenoBek-Ilayk, g TyT xKe Bpydy
3TOMY 4enioBeKy KaMeHb C mofapoyHOU yIIaKOBKOM U GAHTUKOM.

I:XKeHHU(ED OTKPEIZIa POT, 3aTeM, IlepefymMaja U CHOBa IIPOYJjia CIIMCOK.

— IToxoxe, THI TIIATeIbHO 00myMas Bce. Kak Thl coOHMpaeIIsCst MPOBEPHYTh 3TO?

— Boob1e-To, 5 mbITancs 4To-Hubynb NpUayMaTh, HO HUYEr0 XOPOIIero He MPUXOAUT B TON0BY. ECTh
umen?

I:xeHHU(EDP OTKUILIBAETCS B CBOeM 0()MCHOM Kpeciie, HEKOTOPOe BpeMs U3ydasi CIIMCOK.

— Hy, c ropunryecKkoii TOYKY 3PEHUs, eCTh OOUH CIOCO0, KOTOPEIN Bcerna paboTar...



)%k

OH He MOT peryJIsipHO HaBelllaTh TeTI0O M3l B TeueHHe HECKOJIbKUX Mecsi1eB, HO MOCJIe TOT0, YTO
cnyuunock ¢ Kanutanom Ameprkoii, CTapk, oxXoxe, IIOTepsII UHTePeC K IMOroHe 3a OOJbITMHCTBOM
OCTaBIIKXCS HE3APETHCTPUPOBAHHEIX TE€POEB, BEPOSITHO, TOTOMY, YTO OH IIOHSIJI, YTO 3TO TOIBKO
BOIIPOC BpeMeHH, KOTHa OHU TOXe cHamyTcs. [IuTep momKkeH ObIT MPU3HATh, YTO C KAXKIBIM THEM 3TO
CTaHOBHUJIOCEH BCce 00jiee 3aMaHYHBEIM.

Kazarnocs, B 60ibpHUIIE HE ObITO HY IJIST KOT'O CEKPeToM, uTo YenoBek-ITayK MPUXOOUI HaBECTUTD
CBOET0 YMUPAIOIIEro POACTBEeHHMKA, 00bIYHO Korga Mapu [[KelH TakxKe HaBelllalla ero, oxpaHa
00BIYHO SIBHO OTCYTCTBOBaja Ha 3Taxe. OTKPHIB OKHO, [IuTep yBUIEI CBOIO KEHY y IMOCTenu Mo, u
3HAKOMBIE YYBCTBA PAfOCTH ¥ CTPafaHUs OT TOT'O, YTO OH YBUAEJ UX 000MX, HO TaKXKe U OT
0CO3HAHUS TOTO, YTO OH HEe CMOKET JOJIT0 OCTAaBaThCS 3[1€Ch, HAXJILIHY/IK Ha Hero. Mepu [[xkeiH
TIOJHSI/Ta TOJIOBY, KOT{IA YCIIbIIIajia, KaK OH BOIIes, ¥ OpOCUIach HaBCTPEUY, OHM OOHSIIMCH BIIEPBHIE
3a 0YeHb JJOJIT0Ee BPEMsI.

— Cockyuunacs 1o tebe, Turp...

— 4 toxe o Tebe cky4asn, IMJIKeil, — CHSIB MacCKy, OH IIOLleJIOBaJl ee, I0Ka OHU CTOSITIU BMECTE,
IIPOCTO OOHSIB OPYT ApYyTa Ha Iapy CeKYHM, Ipexkae YeM ero B3TJISII C TPYCThbi0 00paTUIICS K TETe
Mbai1 B ee IIOCTENIH.

Mepu [IKelH COKPYLIEHHO T0Ka4asa roJI0BOM.

— HOKTOp TOBOPHUT, 9YTO OHA AOOJITO HE IIPOTAHET. MozxkeT Mecsll, MOXKeT Helelsd, a MOXKeT OBITH U
TOI'O MEHBIIIE...

OHa 3akKphbljia rja3a ¥ IpUCIOHUIACh K 11edy Yenoseka-Ilayka. [TuTep mogyBCTBOBaJ, KaK OHa
B3[IPOTHYJIa, TUXO PhIAasi, ¥ MPUKYCUus ryoy, 4Tobbl He MPUCOENUHUTHCS K Hell. He B mepBhIi pa3 oH
noxases, 4To nocuymran Ctapka, 0T4assHHO XeJast X0Th Kakoro-to, JIOBOI'O crocoba mpocTo
3aCTaBUTh MPOBIEMEI YUTH, KAKUM-TO 06pa3oM ybepeds CBOI ceMblo 0T Oonu. boxe, oH OBl gaxe
[yIIy IIPOJa, eciau Okl 3TO MTOMOTJIO... X0I ero MBEICTIeX ITpepBasics, Korga OH 3aMeTH/I KOHBEPT C
TPaBUPOBKOM, IPHUCIIOHEHHBIN K IIBETOYHOMY TOPIIKY Ha IPUKPOBATHOM TyMOOYKe.

— 9M-M-M, IM]IKeH, 4TO 9T0?

OTCcTpaHUBLIKCH U TOCMOTPEB, OM[IKel B 3aMelIaTe/IbCTBE MOPTHYIA.

— 41... 4 He 3HaI. DTOr0 37eCh He OBLIO, KOTrAa s Bouia! 1 He 3Hal0, KTO MOT OCTaBUThb €T0 37ecCh, I
OBlna 37ech BCe 3TO BpeMs...

O6a HeyBepeHHO IIOCMOTpPENH OPYT Ha apyra. Hakower, ITuTep 0CTOPOKHO MOTSHYJICS K KOHBEPTY,
IIPOYUTAB 30JI0TYIO IIOATKCH Ha JINLIEBOM CTOPOHE.



— Krto Takoii ['mHHyHTraramn?..
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