[Ecnu Bce meBYIIKM OKaXXyTCS B 3aIIPETHOM TyMaHe, eCJIH 51 yKe Oymy BHYTPU U CMOTY IIPUBIIEYb
BHUMaHUe Hedpurtosoit UMnepaTpulibl, TOTAa S CMOTY 3abpaTh AHXKeNy U J04b CeMbU BeCcToH u
y#TH] - miaHupoBas JIekc, MOJIHHEHOCHO BOPBaBIINCH B TyMaH.

"3TO0T IIapeHb B KaAIlIOIITIOHE TOJIBKO YTO BOIIIEII B TYMaH", - BOCKJIUKHYIIN 6aHJII/ITbI.

"OH BCce paBHO YMPET, TaK KakK BHYTPb IPUHUMAIOT TOIBKO AEBYIIEK, @ UX IPUHUMAIOT Ha 3aKaTe", -
00BbSIBUJI TJIaBaph OAHOUTOB, U BCE HAYall CMESIThCS.

Tem BpemeHeM JIeKC CBOMM T71a30M pa3BequrKa IIOYYBCTBOBAJ, UTO TYMaH MeIllaeT eMy YUTH, U
TIOYTH MOJIHOCTHIO OTTOPOAUII TEPPUTOPUIO TYMaHa OT OCTaJIbHOM MECTHOCTH.

[TossBUIOCH 3HAKOMOE MECTO, T'Jie U3 3eMJIM [TOJHUMAJIMCh TPYIIHbEIE 3BePU U CKEJIETHI, HO BMECTO
TOT'0, YTOOBI CpazkaThCs C HUMH, JIeKC OPOCHUIICS MPSMO K 30JI0TOMY XpaMy, KOTOPHIM OH MOT BULETE.

OnHako, Kak U Be3[ie B 3TOM pealbHOCTH, CTPaXKU-HEXKUTH OBIJTM HAMHOTO CUJIbHEee, U JIeKcy ObLI0
TPYZHO IIPOUTU MUMO.

[CTouT nu MHe B033BaTh K HedpuToBoit MiMnepaTpulle, Beib IPOUTH MUMO 3TUX TPYIIHHLIX 3Bepe
OymeT CIUIIKOM CJIOXKHO flaXKe C MOMM YPOBHEM pa3BUTH]. momyMan JIekc.

JIekc He 3HaJ, CTOUT JIK BECTH cebs YBEPEHHO, UCIIOJIb3yS 3HAHUS, KOTOPEIE OH 3HAJI U3 CBOEM
HpOH.U'IOfI peasIbHOCTH, UJIN CAOeJIaTh BUM, YTO OH IIPOCTO 3HAET €e UMs, HO PEeLInJI, 4TO 6YI[eT
OEeNCTBOBaTh B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT €€ PeaKIuy Ha TO, YTO OH Ha30BET €€ NMI.

"He¢puToBas uMIepaTpuliia, 1 XoTes OB IOTOBOPUTH C BaMU", - yBepeHHO 00bsaBu JIeKc.

MrHOBEHHO BCe TPYIIHL, C SPOCThI0 HabpocuBIiuecs Ha JIekca, pe3K0 OCTAHOBUIIHCH, TaK KakK B
TyMaHe Hadasa (OpMUPOBaTLCS XKeHCKas purypa.

"KTO TBHI TaKOM M II0YEMY, UePT BO3bMH, TH 3Ha€lllb, KTO 5 Takas?" - mpopklyaia npekpacHas Qurypa,
BO3HHUKIIAS U3 TYMaHa.

Yupasnsis TymaHoM, uTo6sl copmupoBath pyKy, Hedputosas Mmnepartpuiia 3agymmuna Jlekca,
IIOOHSIB €T0, ¥ C HeBEPOSITHOW CUJION IIBEIPHYJIA B XpaM, KOTTa OBEPh OTKPLLIACH, T03BOJISAS €My
IIPOCKOJIb3HYTh BHYTPE.

[TocKomb3HYBIINUCE, JIEKC Bpe3asics B 30JI0TYI0 CTEHY, OT yaapa ero 3aTpsiC/io, ¥ OH efiBa He BHIPBA
KPOBBIO.

YBumes elle oguH KynakK B ¢popMe TyMaHa, JIeKC UCITyTajcs, YTO ero 3a0bIOT 10 CMEPTH, pexae YeM
OH CMOXKET IaTh el 00LACHEeHU.

"TlomoxXau, MOIOKAM, TOI0KAU, fal MHe O0BSICHUTE", - 3aKpuyan Jlekc, youpas CBo
Pa3BenbiBaTeNnbHEIY I71a3, IpeXae YeM OHa 3aMeTHUsIa ero B3IJIAL, U I0JI0KuI KaHo B UHBEHTapk,
1IoKa3aB cebd.

O=H 3Has, 4yTo eyl OyneT o4eHb JII0OONBITHO y3HATh, KaK UcYe3/la MaHTHs, HO OH JOJIKeH OBl
II0Ka3aTh e}, YTO OH He IIPefiCTaBJIsieT YyTPO3H U SBJIAETCS IPOCTHIM PeOEHKOM, IpeX/e YeM OHa
yOBeT ero.

"ToBopH, IUTS, OTKYAA Tl 3HaEIh 000 MHe, ¥ KaK THl Y3Hall, UTO S HaX0XKyCh B 3TOM MeCTe", - CYpOBO
CIIpOCHUJIa OHA, KOTfa ee (puUrypa u3 TyMaHa paccessachk, a 3aTeM II0SBUJIACh Ileper HUM.



[YTo, YepT BO3bMH, A OOJI2KEH el cKa3aTh, Y ME€HA €CTh CUCTEeMa I'Jila3, U 4 BCTPETHII TeOs B JIpyTOI;I
peaHBHOCTI/I] - 3aKpH4all JIekc B cBOEM pa3yMe, He 3Has, 4TO el CKa3aTh.

"Ecnu TH He Oy[iels TOBOPUTE, TO YMpPEIIh 3eCh U CTAHEIIb ellle OMHUM TPYIIHHIM 3BepeM [is
3alIUTH 3TOT0 XpaMa", - 06bsIBUIa OHa, GOPMUPYS IIUI U3 TYMaHa.

"f, 1, S CHIBIIIAT O ClIyXax, KOTOphIe THl PACIPOCTPaHsia, YTO AEBYIIeK NPUHUMAIOT B 3alIPETHLIN
TyMaH, a TaKxXe CJIbIIIAJI O JIeTeHOApHOU CeKTe Iof Ha3BaHUeM HedpUTOBEIY OBODEL], B KOTOPOU €CTh
TOJIbKO JKEHIIMHEI-YYEeHUIIH], a 51 UCCTIe0BaTeb U XOTeJ IPOBEPUTH CBOIO TEOPHUIO", - TpobonTancs
JIeKc, KOTOPBIY BEIAYMAJ CTy4alHyi0 UCTOPHIO.

OHa BH[I€Ta, YTO B €T0 CJI0BaxX OBUIM ¥ IIPaBa, U JI0XKb, HO TAaKXKe BUENA, YTO Y Hero He OBII0
TJIOXUX HAMEPEeHUH, W, BUOS, KaK ero XajaT UCYe3aeT B BO3yXe, OHA HE MOTJIa He MPOSIBUTh K HEMY
JII00O0IIEITCTBA.

"Uto Tebe HYKHO", - CIIpOCHUIA OHA C JIFOOOIBITCTBOM.

Bups, Kak eMy ymaeTcs COXpaHsSTh CIIOKOMCTBHE B TAKOM CUTYaIluu ¥ 3HATh €€ TUYHOCTD B CTOJIb
IOHOM BO3pacTe, el ObJIo TI00O0MBITHO Y3HATh, Yero OH XO4eT.

3aMeTuB, 4TO OHa OOJIbIlIe He 3TTUTCS U He ITBITAeTCS ero YOuTh, JIeKC BCTal U CTPSXHYII IIBLIb CO
CBOEH OMmeXMIHl.

"Tlouemy OBl HAM He 3aKJIIOYUTD COETIKY", - 3as1BUII JIEKC C ApYyXKeTo0HO! YIIbIOKOI.

"T'oBOpH, OUTA", - OTBETUJIA OHA, 3aUHTEPECOBaHHAs TEM, YTO OH MOXKET IIPEAJI0KUTE.

Hy, TeI uifems Koro-10, KTO yHacjaenyeT TBOU HABBIKK U METOAB! KyJIbTUBAIUY, TaK KaK Thl BCETO
mumts gyx Hedputosoit MMnepatpuiisl, KOTOpas y2Ke MEPTBa, U Y MEHS €CTh UeaNbHbIM KaHAUAaT
niist Tebs", - 3asiBUia JIEKC C yBepeHHOM YIBIOKOM.

Oxa Oblna IIOKUPOBaHa TeM, YTO peOeHOK, CTOSIBIINIA ITepefl Hell, TOJIbKO YTO paccKkasall el CBou
CEKpPEeTHl, ¥ He MorJla He CHesaTh Iay3y Ha HECKOJIbKO CEKYH/I, YTOOL ONIPaBUTHCS OT TaKOTO
IIOTPSICEHUS.

"1 4ero ke ThI X0YeIllb", - CIIPOCHUIa OHA, MOALITphIBas JIEKCY U MI0O0IBITCTBYS O €T0 HaMEPEHUSX.

"¢1 6B1 XO0TeJI, 4TOOBI THI CITAcia OBYX [AEBYIIEK OT JUKapei, KOTOphble 3aXBaTU/IU U IIPUBE3JIH UX CIOIA,
BKJIIOYas KaHOuaaTa, KOTOPHIM SIBISETCS OOHOM U3 HUX", - 3aABUI JIEKC C CEPbE3HBIM BEIpaXKeHUEM
TIUTIa.

"IHTepecHO, HO eClIi OHM BCEe PABHO OYAYT IIOMEIIEHE! CIOa, ST MOTY BHIOPATh I00YI0 U3 HUX B
Ka4yeCcTBe CBOEH IMPeeMHMUITH, a Thl HUUero He cfeJaj [Jisd MeHs B 9ToM o6MeHe", - OTBETHIIA OHA,
OlLIeHUBas TIyOUHY ero CiocoOHOCTEN U 3HAHUM.

"Xopo111o0, KOTrfia TH PacCeelIbCsl Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO Heflellb, KTO OyfeT 3aluaTh TBOEro IpeeMHUKa
OT MOMXXKUAIOIINX JUKapPed BOKPYT TBOEH TyMaHHOW TeppUTOpUHU", - CKa3as JIekc, Hafgesich, 4TO TO,
YTO IIPOUCXOMUIIO B €T0 IIPOIION PEasbHOCTH, OYAEeT IIPOUCXOOUTE U B €€ PEaslbHOCTH.

"TBl HEMCTBUTEILHO MHTEPECHBIN PeOEHOK, HO YTO eCJIU s IOy MMPOTHUB CBOETO CJI0OBa M YObIO Tebs,
U Ha#ay croco0 CracTy CBOIO HACTIEOHUITY, ¥ KaKas y MeHs TapaHTHSs, YTO Thl CMOXKEIIb ee



3&I.T.II/ITI/ITL?" - CIIPOCHJIa OHQ, IIEITAACh BBRIACHUTH, KaK MHOT'O OH 3HAET.

"¢l He cobupaioch 0TBEYATh HAa TBOM BOIIPOCH, U Y MEHS HET BpEMEHU IIPOAOJIKATh 3Ty
6eccMBICIIEHHYI0 O0JITOBHIO C TOOOM, [JIsT Hayasla CKaXKW MHe, Ha KaKOM KOHTMHEHTEe HaXOOUTCS
HedpuToBtiit mBOpeEIr”, - C CypOBHIM BEIpazKeHUeM JuIla 3asBuil Jlekc, 61medys, 4TO y HETO eCTh
IIPENMYILECTBO.

HedpuTtoBas uMmepaTpulia TOJIHKO pacCMesiiach.

"$1 Mory yOuTh Te€0s B M000K MOMEHT, OUTS, TI03TOMY COXPaHsIH MOYTUTEIBHbIM TOH U He TIHITaNCs
6medoBaTh co MHOM", - cCKa3aJia OHA, BHITyCKas JIENeHSIIyI0 AyIIy aypy, KOTopas Ha MIHOBEHHE
3amopo3uia Jlekca, a 3aTeM yb6paina ee.

"OpHaKo TH BIEYATIIUII MEHS CBOeM XpaOpoCThIo, criacasi ABYX CaMOK, ¥ 3a 3TO FePOUCTBO 51 IPUMY
TBOIO CEJIKY", - 3asiBUJIa OHa.

HamomuuB JIeKCy 0 ero IpoIuIIoi peanbHOCTH, THOe OHa CIacja ero ¥ MpuHsia AHXKEIy TOIbKO
Graromapsi ero TeporYecKoi HaType.

[HaBepHoe, cynbOa meiCTBUTEIBHO CYyLIIECTBYET] - mogyMai mpo cebs JIekc, 6eCrioKOosIiCh, YTO CMEPTh
AHTejie ToXe MOXeT IIOBTOPUTHCS.

"HedpuToseiii [IBopel - ooHa U3 KPYIIHBIX IepkKaB Wik CeKT Ha Huxuux PaBHUHAX, U faxke UMeeT
CBAI3U B MeCTax BEHIIIE 3TOr'0, U UMEET CBETCKUE CEKTH [10 BCeMY KOHTUHEHTY, IPUYEM CaMble HU3KUE
- 3TO KOHTHHEHTEI BTOPOr'0 PaHra, a caMble BEICOKKE - KOHTUHEHTEI BEICIIIET0 PaHra.

Korga-To s 6bita HedpuToBoit MMmnepaTpulieli, Ho MeHs Ipefally 13-3a TOT0, YTO KTO-TO XOTe
IIOJIYYUTE OT MEHS YTO-TO, YTO 51 He XOTeJjla OT[IaBaTh, U 9TO 5 IIepefaM CBOeMy IIpeeMHUKy", -
paccka3biBajia OHa, IIPOIyCcKas BCio HH(popManuio, KoTopas Oblja CIUIIKOM I'Ty00KOi [jig HEro, HO
yBH[IeNa, KaK ero rjiasa BHe3allHO 3ar0pejiich, KOTfla OHa 3aroBOpua O IIeHHOM IIpeaMeTe, KOTOPHIH
OHa IepefacT CBOEMY IIPEEeMHHUKY.

"Tlaxe He myMaii 3abpaTh ero y Hee, eCIy OHa BO0O1Ie JOCTOWHA, YTO MPaKTUYECKH HEBO3MOXKHO, a
€CJI¥ ¥ IOCTOMHA, TO OH OyJeT HHTEeTrPUPOBaH B ee KPOBb U OyzmeT Oecrione3eH AJid TaKOro caMlla, Kak
THL", - APOCTHO 3asiBUJIa OHA, KOTa CTapble SMOLUY Hadyasly IOOHUMATHCH.

Jlexc He coOuparscs KpacTh y AHKeJH ¥ OBLT TPOCTO MI0OOIEITEH, YTO OHA ¥ 3aMeTHIa U
YCIIOKOUTIaCh.

"KTo OB MOT mOgyMarTh, 4To §1, JlemsiHass KopoieBa, T03BOJII0 CBOMM 3MOLIKSIM B3STh BEPX Hafl
peberkom. Korma-To st Obly1a Ha BepiruHe HUXKHUX paBHUH BMECTE C HECKOJIBKMMU APYTUMH, HO
TeTeps 5 MpeBpaTUiiach B YBSIOalolee CYyIIecTBo", - IpoOopMoTasia OHa C BEIpaXKeHUEeM COXKaJlIeHUs U’
BOCIIOMHHAHUH.

"Hy, ecTh OfiHa Belllb, KOTOPYIO S MOTy Tebe rapaHTUPOBATh: TBOM IIPEEeMHUK ITpeB30UaeT Te6s 1
HUKOT[a He ITOCTpajaeT HU B MaJIeHIen CTereHn", - 3asBui JIeKC, B KOTOPOM 3aropenach
peumMocTs 6pPOCUTE BBI30B CyAb0e, YBUMIEB €€ COXKaleHuUe.

[ Oyny xkuTh 6e3 coxkajleHU], - MBICTIEHHO TIOKJISIJICS OH, BUMS, YTO, HECMOTPS Ha CBOIO CHILY, OHa
BCE eIlle COXKaJleeT 0 CMEPTH.

Bups 310, OHa BII€PBEI€ HCIIBITEIBAJIA ITOJIO2KUTEJIbHBIE YYBCTBA K MyXK4YKWHE C T€X II0D, KaK Ha4dalla



CBOU IIyTh KYJIbTUBAIIKMN, COTHU HUJIK JAaXKe ThICAYHM JIET Ha3a[l.

BrI moHMMAaeTe, YTO eCJTU KEHITMHA, KOTOPYIO BBl 3HAETE, IOCTOMHA CTaTh MOEH MTPEEMHHUIIEH, TO B
COOTBETCTBUH C MIPAKTUKOM KpalHero WHb-apTa OHA HOJIXKHA OYIeT COXPaHSITh CeKCyallbHOe
BO3[IepXKaHKe, YTO 03HAUAET, YTO BEl HE CMOXKeTe OHITh C Hell MapTHEePOM", - CKa3ajla OHa eMy, He
yBepeHHas B MX OTHOLIEHHUSX.

"OHa cKopee Ta, KOT0 {1 X04y 3alllUTUTh, IOTOMY YTO OHa MHOI'0 pa3 IIoMoraja MHe, KaK CecTpa, a He
KaK mapTHep", - 3asgBui Jlekc, He obpalliasi BAMMaHUS Ha ee CJIOBa.

"Korpa Bl HAYHETE TECTUPOBATH AEBYIIEK, KOTOPHIX KYMIUIIK 3[eCh", - cripocu JIekc.

"Korga HaCTYIUT 3aKaT, TOTHa S HaYHy MCKaTh IPeeMHMKa, ¥ 3T0 Oy[geT MO ITOCTIeOHUN I'ox
CYyIIeCTBOBAHUS, 5T MOJIXKHA JTH00 HAlTH MpeeMHUKA Ha 3TOT pa3, Inh0 MOXOPOHUTH HACTIECTBO
BMECTe CO MHOU", - IPOU3HEeCcsa OHa.

"UT0 K, TOTMA S HE MOTY [0XKIAThCSI BCTPEYH C HeH ¥ IIPOBEPHUTH, MOKET JId BOOOIIe Ha 3TOM ciaboM
OCTPOBE HAWUTUCh KTO-TO, JOCTOMHEIM MOETr0 HacjieacTna".
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