*Tarm*

OH mocTeneHHO Mpo6Guparcs B MeIepy, T0Ka ero rila3a CBETUINCH IPKUM CBeTOM. Pasnmuyas
B3TJISIIOM OKPYZKAIOIIKe CTEeHHI... OH MCKaJl TaK Ha3biBaeMbIe 3aPKABeBIITHEe KPUCTAJIIIHL.

"Temeps Bce OymeT 3aBUCETh OT MOEH yOauu... “Haue MHe IIPUAETCS UATH Bce Try0xke u rnybxke, a
310 OyZmeT CIUIIKOM OIacHO... Bcs 3Ta ['opa - THe3[0 YepBell CMepTH." OH IpOIIenTal npo cebs...

"YT0 KacaeTcs TOTO peBa... 51 mymalo, 4TO OH UCXOTUI OT APYTOr0 UMIIepaTopa... YT00k 6POCUTD
BBI30B UMIIEPATOPY YepBei cMepTu? ITO HOPMalbHOE SBIEHUE HA CTApOM KOHTHHEHTE. ..
MMIIEPATOPHI CPaXKalTCS 3a TEPPUTOPUH. M 3TO XOPOIINii IaHC AJIS MEHS, TIOCKOIbKY UMIIepaTop
CMEpPTH, BEPOSITHO, OyIeT KCII0Ih30BaTh CBOI0 apMUI0, YTOOBI CPaXKaThCs TaM."

20 MMHYT CITyCTS... TOCJIE HOJT0M X0obOhl. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH IPHIIEN K 00JbIIIOMY IIPOXOMY,
IpoOUTOMY OBIPAMHU I10 BCel cTeHe. CBEpXy IOHU3Y.

"HeOombIll0e OTBETBIIEHUE... HO, TIOX0XKe, TOOMMU30CTH HET HU OOHOTO YepBs... I momKeH UOTH
mainbie."

On GBICTpo HpOﬁp&J’ICH B ClieAyroiiee OTBEPCTHE... HO K €Iro YOUBJIEHHNIO... OTBEPCTHE CTAJIO
CTAHOBUTHCS BCe Oojiee MEJIKUM U 3a0UTHIM. ..

"Yepr... KaxeTcs, MHe Hy>KHO MCIIOJIb30BaTh 30eCh CBOIO Maruo. Ho 3To0 MOXKeT BCTPEBOKUTH
MMIIepaTopa... YTO Ke MHe Telepb genaTh?"

OH 3amyMaJicsi Ha MTHOBEeHUe, ITpeXae YeM IPUHSATH IPekaeBpeMeHHoe pelleHue. MyOpei 4emoBek
IoJKeH ObIT He CIELIUTD, Ipexk/e 4YeM MPOIoIKaTh JeHCTBOBATh B JIIOO0M CUTyallnH, HO PeOeHOK
BOPBETCS B Hee 6e3 pa3gyMuil.

MrhaoBeHUe CIIyCTA...

"1 moymKeH MCIOIb30BaTh CBOIO Maruio, a 3aTeM 6exaThb BIepe[ Tak OGbICTPO, KaK TOIBKO CMOTY... Y
MEeHS TaKXe eCThb [IOJaBIgoLIA KaMeHb, KOTOPBIM IIOMOXKET MHE CKPHITh MOI0 aypy Ha HEKOTOPOe
Bpems."

OH MefneHHO O0CTall U3 pyKaBa IIPsIMOYTOJIbHBIM KaMeHb U CXKaJl ero B JIafOHU.
"TaBai cOoesaeM 3T0..."

BHe3amHo OH pacTep KaMeHb B ITOPOIIOK, U B CIIEAYIOIee MTHOBEHHE. .. BUOUMasi Oeasi SHePrus
Hayajla OKYTHIBATh €T0... IOKPHIBAs BCE €T0 TEJIO.

"9TOro OONIKHO XBaTUTh... HO JOJIT0 g He IpoTsaHy. [Ipumepro 30 MunyT. HO 3TO KacaeTcs TOIBKO
OOBIYHEIX JTIOfEH... f yKe Kynul KapTy ¢ IogPOOHBIM MaplIIPyTOM BHYTPU 3TOTO OOJIBIIOTO THE3[a,
YTO MOXKET 3HAaUUTEJIbHO YCKOPUTh MOM IIporpecc. X0Ts oHa Obljla 04eHb JOPOrou."

"CMepTHOE UCKYCCTBO... HCKyCCTBO IIpeBpalleHusd."



ITocne IIpOM3HECEHN A 3aKJIMHAHNUA... 00J1aK0 TyMadHa CTPEMUTEJILHO IIOTJIOTHUIIO €T0 IEJIMKOM, a €TI0
TEJI0 CTAJI0 MEHSITLCS BCe 0osibie 1 OOJIbIIe.

B cnepnytomyio ceKyHIy Ha 3eMJie IOsIBUIaCh MaJleHbKas PEeITUIINA.
"BricTpee... OBICTpee." MOCTIEINTHO TOAYMaJl OH...

ManenbKas penTunus OBICTPO Mpose3yia uepe3 HeOobIIoe OTBEPCTHE U CKPhLIach BO ThME.

TeM BpeMeHeM 3a IIpefiejilaMu Ielllepsl... B Iape COTEH KUJIIOMETPOB OTCIOMA.

OrpoMHas 3Mesi MeflJIeHHO TpoOupaeTcs K BEICOKOM TOpe, ee S3bIK MeJIbKaeT BHE IacCTH.

"0? KT0-TO yMep..." yOUBIEHHO CKa3an Xupo.

"HeBaxkHO, KaKOU 3TO MUP... IpefaTeIbCTBO, JKaJHOCTh XU PEBHOCTh BCErga OCTaHyTCS C JIFOObMU."

"Yro kacaetcsa MUMmnepatopa CMepTH... HeyXKeJu OH OyMaJll, YTO MeHs UCIyraeT ero JeTCKUU peB?
Xaxaxa. Pa3 yXK OH Tak /100€3HO0 IpPeAynpennsl MeHs, moyeMy Obl MHE He IONBITaThCS HAaTH C HUM
KOoMIIpoM#ucc."

"Bymer myulie, eciu s cMory u30exaTbh KOH(IUKTA... @ IOTOM IIPOCTO HalleJIFOCh Ha COKPOBUIIIE,
KOTOPOE UINYT 3TH JIOOH..."

Xupo GLICTPO MPUAYMAJ 3TOT IIJIaH, MPOOBUTASsCH BCE [aJbIIle U JasiblIle.

"3Byuurt Herioxo!"

*Pep*

"OH He OTCTYIUT!" THEBHO NIPOPHIYAJ UMIIepaTOP YepBeU CMepPTH, pa3faB/iuBasi OKPYyXKarollux
MeJIKUX YepBel Ha Kycku. OH BHIIIJIECHYJI CBOM I'HEB Ha CBOMX PaboB.

"Hy u magHo! Eciu OH X04eT cpaXaThCs, TOTga CpaKauTech!"
"Uto KacaeTcs Tex mopel... C HuMu g pa3bepych mo3xe."

WmnepaTtop Yepeit CMepTu OBICTPO BHIIIEN B TPOEM, a B CIIeyIOllee MTHOBEHUE OH CHOBA YCTPEMMUIT
CBOI B3TJISIT] BBEPX.

"IlaBaiiTe cHaudana mornotuM MMmepatopa 3Meld ¢ MOell apMuei, a IOTOM g yObi0 ero, Koraa OH
OymeT B caMmoM cJ1aboM COCTOSTHUU."

*Pep*
HmnepaTtop CMepTy CHOBA U3[aJjl IPOH3UTEJILHEIN BOM B CTOPOHY [ABIPHL BBEPX.

Bcst ropa copmporHynach, a 3eMJs 3a IIpefefiaMu Ielephl Hayalia SPOCTHO IIyIbCUPOBATh.



Ho Ha ator Ppa3 B peBe IMPOCIIeZKUBAJIOCh HEYTO UHOE...

BHe3amHO COTHU THICSIY YepBel, N3BUBASICh, BRIIE3IU U3 KaXKOOU IeNu 110 Bcei rope. Kak pa3 B TOT
MOMEHT, KOTfla UX I'0JI0Ba BEICYHYJIaCh U3 OTBEPCTHSA... U3 UX PTa BEIPBAIUChH IPOH3UTEJIbHLIE 3BYKH,
a X 3yObl 3aCKPHUIENH OPYT O OPYra, Co3maBasi yKacalollyio CIeHY.

*Ckpun* *Cxpun* *Ckpun* *Ckpum*

['pyOble 3BYKM THICSIY YE€PBEH MIHOBEHHO 3AIOIOHUIM BCIO OECIITIOOHYIO 3eMITIO... CXKUMasi BECh MUP
OIIyILIeHNEM allOKaIMUIICUCca... Kak OygTO KOHell cBeTa ykKe OIU30K.

"Crapenmuna! I'me BeI?!"
"Crapeumvsaal"

B paHHBIM MOMEHT CcTapuK JIu 3a0bU1, YTO B CJIEQYIOIINI MOMEHT Ha 3TOM 3eMJie IIPOU30UIET
yXKacamlas OUTBa... ¥ OHU HAaXOMNATCS IIPSIMO B ee IeHTpe!

IToka OH KpH4aa U MBITAJICS HAUTH MECTOHAXOXOeHNe CTapeulnHbl BeliH... BHe3alHO... TEHICIYHU
BU3KallMX 3BYKOB Pa3HECJIUCH 110 Bcel ['ope.

*Kpukn* *Kpuku* *Kpukn* *Kpuku*
"Yept! OTH 3BYRKU!"

[TpucnymaBmuce K 3TOMY... YyBCTBO CTpaxa HeMeAJIeHHO IIPOOUIIOCh B €T0 Cepflie, X OH OTAas
IPSIMOU [IpUKa3.

"BeI, pebsita, 6eicTpo oTorauTe! YTO KacaeTcst OCTAIbHBIX YUUTEIeH... ORICTPO BEHICTABISANTE Gaphep!
3amuTuTe yyeHukoB! Ceryac xe!"

"Tal"
"BricTpee!”

HTyxck

"BoH TaM... 6aprep TaM ciabee!"
*H_'[yx*

"{ menato sro!"

Ipyrue yuuTens TOXKe IOHSIIH, YTO IPOUCXOJUT, IT0 ITUM 3BYKaM U PEIIeHHUI0 cTapuka JIu. XoTs
TpyIIa MOJIOMBIX JIFOflel T03any HUX BCe ellle HUYero He IMOHUMasa U Oblia moiHa 6e33a00THOTO
HACTPOEHHS.

B cnepmytomyio ceKyHAy... IPSIMO Ha ero rjla3ax MPOU30IIia CEPUs HeabHBIX KOMaHIHBIX
NEWCTBUM... U OH YAOBIETBOPEHHO KUBHYII.



3aTeM OH IIPSIMO BHITSIHYJ PYKY JTafIOHBIO BBEPX... B3 €T0 JIafOHH BHPBAIOCH GOIBIIOE KOTUIECTBO
6esoii 3HEPTHHU, OKYTaBIIEH BCIO TPYIIILY.

"CrnymaiiTe BHUMaTenbHO! B HacTOsAIIee BpeMS Mbl MOKEM CTOIKHYTHCS C CAMBIM CEPhE3HBIM
IIPOTUBHUKOM, KOTOPBIA MOXKET HaXOAUTHCS 3[eCh. M y Hac HeT 3allUThl CTaperlinHbl Beiitd. OHa
ceryac MBITAETCS CIIaCTH ABYX MOTEPSIBIIUXCSA CTyAEHTOB."

CTapI/IK JIn MenjIeHHO IIpOou3HeC 3THU CJI0OBA KdK MOZKHO I'poMYe, yTOOBI BCE B rpyIimne MOT'JIN CIIyIIAaTh.

"YTo KacaeTcs Hac... BO3MOXKHOCTH cOeXaTh yKe HeT... IOTOMY YTO Mbl HAXOOUMCS CITUIIIKOM
ry0OKO Ha 3TOM TEPPUTOPUM. Y HAC HET OPYroro BEIOOPAa, KpOMe KakK 3alHUINaThCS C 3TOTO
MoMmeHTa!"

"1 xouy, yTOOBI KaXKOBIM M3 BaC HAllpaBUJI CBOIO 9HePruio B 6apbep... 24 yaca B CyTKU 7 [HeH B
Hepelo 0e3 0OCTaHOBKH, TI0Ka BCe He 3aKOHUYMUTCsI! Ho uMeliTe B BUAY, YTO LIAHC HAIIEH CMEPTH BCE
ele cymecTByeT! 9T0 He urpa, pebsra! 3To peanbHOCTH!"

I[Tociie OKOHYAHMS KPATKOH pPeur IpyIia MOIPOCTKOB MTHOBEHHO BCKOYHMIA Ha HOTH OT yXKaca H
0eCIIOKOMCTBA, 3aCTUJIAIOIIEro UM Ijasa.

"CTapuk, 4TO MPOuCXoguT?"

"OTHU 3BYKU TOJIBKO YTO... KaXKeTCsl, JOHOCUJIUCH C TOpEI!?"
"Tlogoxnute! Pa3Be 9TO He 3HAYUT, YTO OHU UCXOMAT OT TeX yepBeu!"”
"Xyaaa! 4 He xouy ymupats!!!"

"Crapuk, 9TO mpaBma?"

n 6 ’)II

CrapuK, y HaC HeT JIy4llero Bel0opa?

MHOXKeCTBO BOIIPOCOB ¥ T'OJIOCOB pa3aaBaliOCh M3 I'PYIIIIEI HAMBHBIX MOJIOOBIX JIIOMIeH... Ka3aIoCh, YTO
OHHU TJIYXHY K PEaJIbHOCTH... 2KeJlasd, yTOOHI 3Ta TEeKyIllasad CUTyalld OKa3allaChb IHYTKOfl.

"TummHa!"
*ByM*

Pa3pancst TpoMOrIacHEIH r0JI0C CIIEPENH... 3aCTaBUB BCIO IPYNITY O0JITYHOB HEMEIJIEHHO
OCTaHOBHUThHCS.

*B3pox*
" MOBTOPIO 3TO B NIOCJIEAHUY pa3..."
OH Me[JIeHHO IepeBesl B3IJIA Ha IPYIIy MOJIOABIX JIF0el C CyPOBEIM HaCTPOEHUEM.

"BHINONHANTE MOY IPUKA3HL... ¥ TOTMla HAIIX IIaHCH BRIXKUTH OyAyT Beile! Brl moHanu?"



['pymnma 3aMoi4ana, MPUCTAIbHO TIISAS Ha JIUI0 CTapuka JIu.
TToce HeCKONMbKUX MIHOBEHUH... HAKOHEIL...

“J:[‘Ha' n

"Ila, cTapuK, MBI OyzmeMm..."

"Me1 OymeM ciieiloBaTh TBOMM IIpHKa3aM, CTapUK... T0XKaJyicTa, Beou Hac..."

"Xopomo!"
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