"Xaxaxa... f maxxe HUYEro He cHeliall, KpOMe KaK OTKPBII I'la3a, U BCE XKe OHU TaK UCIIYTaliuCh.
Xaxaxa. {1 4TO, TaKOH yKaCHHIN? W TYyT g mogyMar, 4TO 3Mes JOJIXKHA OBITh KPaCUBOM Cpemu Jr00ro
OPYroro MoHCTpa"

XI/IpO YCMEXHYIJICs, MEeOJIEHHO ITIOJHNMaA I'OJIOBY BBEDX.

BoaBrimaomiascs BEICOTa €T0 IOOHSATOM TOJIOBE OCTHUTAlIa 6oinee 20 METPOB. Opr}KaIOH.II/Ie IITHUIIBL
HeMe[JIEHHO CJIETEJINCh U3 CBOETO COOTBETCTBYIOIIETO I'HE30ad, IIOCKOJIBKY 0ojlee MenKue XKHUBOTHEIE B
3TOM pa1710He OT4YasiHHO y6era111/1, YBUEB BHE3AIIHOE TOsABIIEHNE THTAHTCKOM 3MENHOU T'OJIOBHI.

«41 0YeHb CUIIBHO BBEIPOC 3a 3TOT MECHAII. XO0T4 4 ellle He Pa3BHUIICA. 3JTO BCe M3-3a MOUX HaBBIKOB
POCTa TeJjla, 4TO A CTaJl TaKHuM».

CBepxy... MOKHO OBIJIO JIETKO Pa3IMYUTh MaCCUBHOT'O 3Mest IJIMHOM 60 METPOB, rojIoBa KOTOPOTO
TOpYasa BEICOKO Haf HeOOIbIINME OKPYKaOMUMU fepeBbsaMu. OfHa TOJIBKO AJIMHA MOTJIA JIETKO
niepeceyb BCIO PEKY.

«B TeueHnue 3TOr0 MecsIa g Habpas 60/bII0e KOTMYECTBO 0YKOB, HO BCe OHU OBIIY IIOJTyYEHH OT PHIO
Y MEJIKUX CYIIecTB. d HUKOTTa He YOOCYKUIICS OXOTUTHCS Ha APYTUX MOHCTPOB KOPOJIEBCKOTO MU
MMIIepPaTOPCKOTro Kiacca. [IoToMy 4TO 3TO OBII0 OBl TJIYIIO ¥ ITPOTHBOPEYUIIO ObI MOMM NIPHHIIUIIAM. "

"YU Te 00U TOJIBKO YTO... OHU He eOUHCTBEHHAs I'PYyIla, KOTopas MOsIBIsAeTC 30eCh ceronus. 7
YYBCTBYIO, YTO MOOIM30CTU MHOT'O APYTUX rpymni. Ho [ yero MeHHO?... eCTh KakKoe-To coOuITre?"

Xupo Ha MIHOBEHUE 3afyMaJiCs, IOTUPas XBOCTOM CBOIO YeIlyldaTylo TOJIOBY.

«JIOMXKeH JIU 9 IOUTYU U IIPOBEPUTH 3TO? ... f UMeI0 B BUAY, UYTO OHU HE MPENCTAaBIIAIOT OJI MEHS
HUKAKOM yrpo3bl. [IpocTo KyuKa MypaBheB ... laXKe eCJIi OHM IOoTpebyIoT elle 6obiiie
MIOAKPENIeHUS, 9TO HUUET0 He U3MEHUT».

[TpoGopMoTaB 3T0... XUpO MeIIeHHO CKOJIb3HYII BrIyOb Jieca, 1Mo myTu pa3buBas MHOXKECTBO
InepeBbeB CBOMM TeTOM. KOHeYHO, ero IBUKEHUS JIETKO 3aMEeTUTh, HO OH HUYero He MOXKeT IoelaTh
13-3a CBOET0 pa3Mepa.

3a ero XxBOCTOM MOXKHO ObIJIO YBUIETH JIMHHLIM OBpar, Korga oOH CKojIb3un Buepep. llupuHa 2 MeTpa,
ry0MHa OKOJIO IoJIyMeTpa. XUpo IIPOCTO OTHAAaBas NPenIoYTeHe IIPUPOLe... Co3naBas
VCKYCCTBEHHBIU py4ey 7 BOLHL.

YT0oOB YMEHBIIUTH CBOE MTPUCYTCTBUE... OH CJIeTKA OIYCTHJI T0JI0BY Ha 10 METpOB, MpomoKas
npoaBUraThes Buepen. OH myman o0 3TOM IJIaHe Kak O IefieBpe, HO OYEBHUIHO, YTO JaxKe MaJIbIII MOT
IPUAYMaTh YTO-TO JIyYIIIe.

«Jlydiiee MeCTO, Tie MOXKHO CIPATaThCs, — 3TO Y BCEX Ha BUAY!»

— TIOAyMaJl OH IIpo ceOsl.

Bnepenu kunometpoB 200... mporyIuBagach rpymnmna IOHOLUIEN U IEeBYIIEK, OKPYXKeHHast COTHEN
OXpaHHUKOB. Ho 3TOT y4acToOK Jieca HEMHOTO OTJIMYAJICS OT OPYTOTO.

He Tonpko JepeBbd 30eChb OBLIIH TYCKJIOT'O IIBETA. Sl OJEePEeBhd TaKXKe OBLIIM OYEeHb TOHKUMH, HAa HUX
He OBIJIO JINCTLEB.



3emist Gbly1a TEMHO-MYTHO-CEPOM, BOKPYT He ObLIO HU eIMHOM TPaBh. EMHCTBEHHBIM KHUBHIM
CYIIECTBOM, KOTOPOE MOXKHO ObIJIO TaM YBUAETH, OB MaJeHbKU TEMHBIN N3BUBAIOIIANACS YEPBSIK.

"Cenbop BeuH... 3T0 BepHBIU IyTH?"
— CIIPOCUJI CTapHK y XKEeHIIKUHbI, KOTOPOH, Ka3al10Ck, ObIIO 32 TPUALATE.

«4l IOYTH yBEPEH, YTO 3TO NPABWIbHAIM Ny Th... CY[d II0 3TOM KapTe. Y HaC HET APYTOH 3allelKy,
KpPOME 3TOY KapThl».

OHa oTBeTHTIa, B3TJISHYB Ha KapTy, KOTOPYIO celidac fepxkaja B pyKax.

"Ho crapmuii, eciu MBI OyieM CeoBaTh B 3TOM HallpaBJI€HUH... MBl CKOPO pubyaeM Ha
TEPPUTOPUIO UMIIEPATOPA YePBEM CMePTH. ITa KapTa - IOIHLIM oOMaH!"

CTapuk OTBETHI ellle pas...

"4 3Ha10... TOrga BCe, YTO HaM HYKHO CAeJlaTh, 3TO YBEPHYTHCSA OT MOHCTpa."
«H-HO 9TO MOHCTpP UMIIepaTOPCKOro kiacca! Crapmuii!»

«Bce B mopske... f CIIpaBIIOCh, XOTS Ha 9TO MOTPeOYyeTCsT BpeMsi».

HakoHetl... TakK KakK OH He MOXeT yOeOuTh YIPSIMYI0 XKEeHIIUHY MTOCIeoBaTh ero coBeTy. OH
OCTAHOBHUJICSL... ¥ IPOCTO IIO3BOJIUT CyAbOe UATU CBOUM YEPEOM.

«3X... TOT[la HaM TIPUAETCS TojlaraTbcs Ha CTaplero, KOrga Mbl BCTPETUMCS JIUIIOM K JIUITY C
UMIIEPaTOPOM».

OH MOJI49a B3JOXHYVII...

«Y4T0 KacaeTcs Bac, I0HOMIU... Korfaa 51 0yny cpaxartbcs. He GeraiiTe u He IepXKUTECh OJIU3KO K
cTapeumvse JIu...»

[ToBepHYBIIUCH K TPYIIEe MOJOALIX MyKUKWH U KEHIIUH, OHa ORICTPO 00bsaBUIIa 060 BCEM 3TOM.
"Ia, cTapmuii MbI 6ymem!"

OHH 0TBEYAIOT XOPOM.

"Xopomo!"

OHa YIOOBJIETBOPEHHO KUBHYJIA... @ 3aTEM IIepeBesia ero B3rJId] Ha CepenuHy TOJIIIHL.

«PeH, THI PYKOBOIUIIIb U MOAEPKUBAEIIL CBSI3b C TPYIIOH. YOemucs, 4TO BCe CIAEOYOT MIPUKA3Y».

BuezamnHo Imocpenu TOJIIIHI... BEIOEINUIICA HEMHOTO KpaCI/IBHﬁ MyXK4YMHa C OJIMHHBIMKA 9Y€PHBIMNA
BOJIOCaMH, OH YJ'IBI6aJ'[C5I " BEXKIJIMBO KJIaHAJICA.

«[la, ctapmui... fI mpocexy, YToOk OHM COOTIOOaNIy TPaBUIa>.
T'oBOpS 9TO... OH Me[JIeHHO OPOCUTT B3T/ISA Ha APYTOTr0 Ma/lbyuKa Ha Kpalo 9TOM TPYIIIIHL.

ITOT MabYuK ORI HEMHOTO KpacuBee ero, HO ero Ofiexk[a IoBopuiia 1u00 0 TOM, YTO OH OefieH, 0o
0 TOM, YTO He JIIOOUT TPATUTh OEHBI'M Ha ONEXKOY.



«XM, 3TOT MyCOD... CeTOnHs OymeT meHb!... 4 nsbasmioch OT Te0S U BOUAY B mojie 3peHus Mait Mai.
Iymaetb, Tl myulie MeHs?.. Thl mpoCcTO GegHATa, KOTOPHIM KaK-TO YXUTPUIICS OCTYIIUThH B
aKafeMHuIo.

On T'POMKO BEIDYT'aAJICA B CBOEM CepAle, KOI'la €ro I'yla3a Meplajid OTTEHKOM HEHABUCTU XU PEBHOCTH.
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