Kakoro uepra BooO1IIe CYIIEeCTBYIOT MpueMbl? PeruHa xoTesna n36aBUTLCS OT BCeX BUOOB IIPUEMOB B
3TOT MOMEHT.

B TeueHue Hefenu, rOTOBSICh K GaHKETY, OHA 3alaBajiach BOIIPOCOM, KaK U36exkKaTh BCTPEUH C
ApPCEHOM U BHIKUTh.

OpHako, Kak Obl OHA HU CTapasiach, OHA He MOIy4Yusa UaeaabHOr0 OTBeTa. B poMaHe ApceH okasascs
IOCTATOYHO CHUJIbHBIM, YTOOBI €I0 MOXKHO OBIIIO Ha3BaTh ITOYTH HE YEJIOBEKOM.

WTak, ecnu T cCOOMpPaEIIbCs AepKaThCS IMOJAbIIe 0T ero PyK, 3TO Ka3alloCch HEBO3MOXKHEIM. Ecyu
OBl OHA OTIIPABUIACh JAJIEKO Ha OPYroi KOHTUHEHT, OH He cTajl Obl IIPecieoBaTh ee TOJIbKO [IJIs
TOTO, 4YTOOHI IOoMMaTh. K TOMy BpeMeHU ee CBUIETEILCTBO yOuiicTBa 6ymeT 6eCCMBICTIEHHEIM B
KaueCTBe HaKa3aHMUI.

OnHako ObII0 HEM3BECTHO, OYAYT I CEMbH, OCTaBIIMECS B uMIiepun, B 6e3omacHocTu. "O, CMepTh -
3TO OTBET. KTO, 4epT BO3bMHU, IpUBEN MeHs ciofa? UTo TH Xouells, YTOOH g cuenana? Ymepna?"

Peruna, HakoHern, cTynuna Ha Mnepckuii TOpof, KUMs BHYTPH. [IBopel], KOrga OHa BIIEPBLIE
yBUOEIa €T0 TUYHO, OB OOJIBIIIUM U KPAaCOYHBIM. XOTS, 3TO IT0KA3a0Ch el ITOX0XKUM Ha 3BEPUHYIO0
IacThb.

[TocKoMBKY 3TO OBIT IeHb POKEHUs UMIIepaTopa, BCS CTOJIMYHAas 3HaTh cobpaack BMecTe. Jlionu
maxe MPUE3XKaJd U3 MPOBUHIUH.

Y Takux BHICOKOIIOCTABJIEHHBIX apHCTOKPATOB OBIJIO HEe TaK YK MHOT'O ITIOBOLOB COOPATLCS BMECTE,
II03TOMY TIOBCIOZIY OBIJTIO MHOTO JIECTH, YTOOBI 3aBs3aTh OPYKOY.

PervHa cToOsi/1a B CTOPOHE U MKJIa BUHO ¢ M30To# 1 Kaem. Bokpyr HUX OBIJI0 MHOTO JTIOZIEH.

Brlno MOHATHO, YTO coOpasuch OeTH ABYX MapKu30B. KpoMe Toro, OHa BCe ellle YyBCTBOBasa XKI'yIui
B3IJISI[, KOTOPHIM He TaK [IaBHO Mopapui el Apced. Ho oHM BTpoeM UTHOPHPOBAJHU B3TJIANB BCEX U
pasroBapUBaId MEXIY COOOM.

- Kak xkapko.

Bo3myx OBl KAPKUM, IIOTOMY 4TO TaM OBUIO TaK MHOTO JIOfed. Yy aTo MoXKeT OHITh M3-3a BUHA
TI0CJIe HETIPEPHEIBHOTO YIIOTPE6IEHHUs alIKOT0JIsl H3-3a HEPBO3HOCTH. Cierka 06MaxuBasiCh BEEPOM,
M30Ta moka3asa Ha COCEMIHION MyCTYIO0 Teppacy.

- MoxeT ObITh, MBI BEIUAEM Ha MUHYTKY?

- [laBaliTe BHIIIEM BMECTE.



Ony BHILIK Ha TYCTYI0 Teppacy ¢ BUHOM u efou. COJHIle yKe CeJlo, ¥ Ha YIulle Aya IPOoXIagHbIN
BETED.

OHa B3si71a KaHalle C TapeKy, KOTOPYIO IPUHECTIA, U YKycuma ero. ['nmaas Ha Peruny BoT Tak, Kait
CIIPOCHUII C 00ECTIOKOEHHBEIM JIUIIOM.

- Bce melicTBUTENBHO B ITOPSAOKe, Peruna?

- I[a, - OHa HETEPIIETINBO KUBHYIIAQ, IIEPEXKEBLIBASA TO, YTO OB1I0 Y Hee BO PTYy.

Kait ornsHyIcs Ha Hee, KakK TOJIBKO BCTPETUJI B GAHKETHOM 3aJle, ¥ BEIpa3ul 0eCIIOKOMCTRO.

OH BOJIHOBAJICS, IIOTOMY 4YTO OHa GBICTpO BO3BpalllaaacChk, 'OBOPA, YTO OHa 00bHA MU yCTalla
KaK OBl Pa3, KOraa HeEOABHO IIOCeEIIajia IIPUEM.

- 9TO me’CTBUTENIBHO HUYETO0 CEPbe3HOr0. B TOT fieHb 5 X0TeNla OTHOXHYTh. {1 He MOTY [0KIAThCS
BO3BpAIIEeHUs OMOU CETOMIHS, HO MHE IIPHUIIUIOCh OCTABATHCS HA CBOEM MECTe, II0KA He IPHIIeT
uMIIepaTop u 0aHKeT He Hadajcs Bcepbe3. Ho 3To BocxuTuTenbHO. - OHa B3sila ele OJHO KaHarle,
4YTOOBI CMEHUTDH TEMY.

Kaii mocTaBun cTakaH Ha Ilepuia ¥ IOTHS TapeJiKy.

- {1 mpunecy eie.

- 4 ceiiuac BepHyCb. MHe HY2KHO KOe-4TO B34Th. - Korga Kayi nmonsitancs 3agepHyTh 3aHaBECKY U
yuty, U30Ta cierka nofATOIKHYJIa €0 U BhIIIa IIePBOM.

[TocMOTpeB eMy B CIMHY, OHA CKa3aja, YTO Celdac BepPHETCS, U uc4e3ia BHyTpu. OCTaBIINCE ONHA,
Peruna omycTuia cTakaH, KOTOPHIYA IepKasa B pyKe, U cejia Ha Mepuna.

BHIT0 TOHKOE OLIyIIeHWe MeXy IIyMOM BHYTPH U TUIIWHON CHapyXu. IHOT[a, KOT/la HaCcTymao 3TO
BpeMsi, Y Hee BO3HUKAJI0O MHOT'O MBICTIEH.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOT[la OHa BIIepBhIe BOIILIA B TeJI0 PeruHEI, UIK B TOT MOMEHT, KOTZla OHa IOMbITanach
TIOTPY3UTHCS B MBICITHM, KOTOPBIE OHA CJIBIIIAa CO CBOEH TEIJION CeMbel, OB CUIIbHBINA BETED,
KOTOPBIY Pa3OBUHYJ 3aHABECKHU.

- ¥, - pa3BeBalomuecs BOJIOCH yIajy e Ha nuio. binarogaps aToMy oHa Obljia BhIBe[leHa U3 cels.
Peruna, KoTOopasi pacyeckBajia CBOM YePHEIE BOJIOCH PyKaM¥, BHE3aITHO ITOYYBCTBOBaIa ce0st
CTPaHHO.



Eif moka3asnock, YTO YTO-TO TSHET ee 3a BOJIOCH], a IIOTOM YKpallleHue [IJIsl BOJIOC yIaso.
PedmekTopHO MPOTSHYa PYyKy, HO OHO YOAPUJIOCh O KOHYMKY TaJIbIIeB ¥ OTCKOYHUIIO.

- Ax... - OHa [OTPOHYJIACh [0 CBOUX BOJIOC, ¥ YKpallleHUs, KOTOPble ObIIN 3aKpelyieH ], yraly, U ee
BOJIOCHI OBLJI PACIyIEeHHL.

BRITTISTHYB u3-3a mepui, PeruHa orisigesna yKpalleH’e, KOTOpoe JIeXkKaslo YyTh HUXKe.

B aTOM HampaBIeHHM Ha Teppace HUKOTO He OwlI0. [Tocie MUHYTHOTO Pa3OyMbsi OHA TePEeKUHYIa
HOTy 4epe3 mepuia. OHu OBLT HE TaK YK BHICOKH, TaK YTO OHa coOMpaach mepene3Th Yepes mepuia,
3a0paTh yKpallleHue U BePHYThHCS.

[TonHOCTRIO BHIM[S Ha YIUIY ¥ IIOBUCHYB Ha Teppace, OHa fepzKajach 3a Iepusa U, 3auKasch,
BBITSTHBA/Ia HOTU. 3aTeM, BHE3AIHO, B KyCTaX 3alllypIIaso.

YT0-TO BEPHYJIOCH U3 IIypIIANIUX KYCTOB, II0Ka OHa O0pMoOTaa.

- ¥x, yX...

Korpma oHa BHEMaTEJIBHO IOCMOTPEIA Ha HUX, ¥ 9T0 Oblna Komka. Kak pa3 BoBpeMsi, YTOORI
YCIIOKOUTHCS, KOIIIKA TPOCOBHIBAET I'OJIOBY K CBEPKAIOIIEMY B JIYHHOM CBETE YKpaIlleHUIO.

- [TomoX Oy MUHYTKY.

PaccTpoennasi, PefizkrHa pooIKuIa CIIyCKaThCs C TePPaCkl U OCTOPOKHO IPUOIKU3UIIAch K KOTY.

- ManenbKkas Kuca, TH He GYJIGH.IB 3TO 6paTb, - IIPOIIeIITalla OHA4, ¥ KOIIKAa ITIOCMOTPEJIa Ha Hee,
IIOBEPHYIIa I'OJIOBY, KaK 6YJ1TO He CJIBIIalla €€, U COejiajia Iar.

- 0%, ma, 3T0 Moe, - ¥ PeruHa, KoTopas Oblia 0ECIIOKOMHOM, TOCTIeIInIa CIeqoM.

- KoTenok, Bepau ero MHe. A? - Ha ykpaieHuu B3TOM Opoasiuelt KOUIKOM mo61ecKuBal
OparoleHHbI KaMEHb.

Peruna, KOTOpPadA CliegoBalia 3a KOIIIKOW, IIOTOMY 4YTO HE€ MOrJia 3aCTaBUTh ce0s CHOeJlaTh 3TO,
BHE3allHO IMOBEPHYJIa I'OJIOBY, IIOAYMaB, YTO 3allljia CJIIUIIIKOM OaJIEKO.

3maHue, B KOTOPOM ITPoXoausi 6aHKET, CUI0 Baasieke. [lyMas, 4To OHa [JOJIKHA ObICTPO BEPHYTHCS CO
CBOUM yKpallleHleM, OHa CHOBa II0OCMOTpeJIa Bliepe]], U KOIlKa UcYe3a.

- Xax?



Ona orjdgeiaCb B TEMHBIX KYCTaX, I10JIarasiCh Ha J'IYHHI:II7I CBET, HO HE CMOT'JIa YBUETH KOIIIKY. He
OBLITO BHOHO HUKAKOT'O YKPAIIEHHA.

OHa BHe3aIlHO NTOYYBCTBOBAasa XyTKOe 4yBCTBO. HeCMOTPS Ha TO, UTO KOIIKA TOJILKO YTO HCYe3Jia U3
ee rja3, ¥ OHA He 3HAET Ky[a, PernHa mogyMarna, 4To ei Hy>KHO HEMEMJIEHHO BEPHYTHCS, U
o0epHyJach, el I0Ka3auoch, YTO BCe 3TO OBITIO CreslaHo HapouHOo. KoHeuHo.

MepneHHO TOBEPHYJIa I'OJIOBY MIPHU 3TOM MbIC/K. CTaphle BEICKA3hIBaHUS IIPEIKOB O TOM, UTO AYIIN
JIOBSIT Mofew, ObITM TPaBUILHEIMMU.

Ero TGMHO-(I)I/IOHGTOBbIe I'lla3a CMOTPEIIN Ha Hee, TaKhe TEMHEIE, YTO B TEMHOTE OHHM Ka3aJIuCh
YEePHBIMHA.

Y psimoM ¢ 3THM, KOrfa OHa OblyTa 30eCh, OHAa COMHEBaJach B CBOMX rja3ax. "Jleomapa?’ 3Has 3To,
JleoliapA MOPTHYJI I'Jla3aMU U CTal ApCEHOM.

Ee cepmue 6unock Bce ObicTpee u GbicTpee. Jlaxke eclid OHA pa3BEPHETCS U YOeXKUT OTCIOfa, OHa He
CMOKEeT IIPEeB30UTH CKOPOCTD JIeomapaa.

- Pervna Brya.

VimMs, mporu3HeceHHoe ero ry0daMu, 3By4UT CTPaHHO. [Ipu 3ByKe MPOCTOT0 UMEHU ee PYKH ¥ HOTH,
Ka3aJioCh, TIOX0JIOJEIIH.

[Tocneimancs 3BYK IIIarosB IIO TPaBE, U ApceH coenan mar 6nuxe. Bcero 3a oguH Imar ee IIPUCYTCTBHE
CTaJIO IIOX0ZKEe Ha OXOTY Ha OJIEHS. B yriy et 0oJIbIIIe HeKyIoa 3 OTCTYIIATk.

PervHa MHCTUHKTHUBHO CHeflajia IIar Ha3af, Korfa OH Iopjolies 65uxe, ¥ MOAHSAa PYKH, YTOOH
IPUKPHITHCS.

Ona 6blyta 6€CIIOMOIITHOM JOOBIYEl, HO OHA He MOXKeT OCTAHOBUTh ero 3TUM. OH CYHYN PYKY IO
nanbTo. YTo OH BRITAIIUT. Kunkan? OTpaBieHHoe opyxkue? YTo 6bI 9TO HU OBITIO, 9TO HECOMHEHHO.

‘Sl cobuparoch ymepeTs'.

[Tocpenu IMyCTHIHHOTO Cafia, ¥ HUKTO He MOXKET ee CIIaCTH. 3BYKM CMeXa U My3hIKa U3 3ajla OKpyXKalu
ee u3gaseka.

Ona yyBCTBOBasa, 4YTo mamaeT 6eckoHeyHOo. OHA myMalla, YTO ¥ 3[IeCh K 3TOMY NIPUBHIKJIA. PeruHa He



X0TeJla CHOBa YMHUPATE. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OBIIO JIK Pa3BUTHE OPUTHUHAJIA Hen30eKHBIM?

Kak Ovl OHa HM CTapasach, 0COOEHHOCTh B TOM, YTO OHA IIPUIIUIA K3-3a IPeaesoB poMaHa. CTpax
CMepPTH BCe elIle JieXKall Ha OHe, ¥ CMUPeHKe MeIIeHHO 3aTMHIIO eTo.

Co cne3aMu Ha Iila3ax OHa 3aKphlla I'7la3a U IPUTOTOBUIIACE K CBOEH CMepTHU. Ee ceppilie KOIOTHUIIOCh
Y HAIIOJIHAJIO ee TOJIOBY. A TeM BpeMeHeM B ee yIIax 3By4dall JJaCKOBBIU U MATKUU I0JI0C ApceHa.

- Brixonu 3a MeHS 3aMyX.
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