I'maBa 15
Ousnan: Cu JIau

W3sa11H0 cuenaHHasl CTapuHHAS KPOBATh; IEJTKOBLIE 3aHABECKH; PSII KAapPTHUH C Iel3axaMu;
3aKPYYHUBAIOIIUHACS OHIMOK OT KasIIero jlaflaHa; KOMHATA IOTHAsS MYKYKH U XKEHIIWH, CTOSIINX Ha
KOJIEHSX, OfIETHIX B OfIeKTYy, KOTOPYI0 OOBIYHO BUIST IO TEIEBU30DY.

To, YTO IPOUIOIINIO BYePa HOYbIO, OBIJIO HE CHOM?
Omna meperneTesia BO BpEMEHHU B IPYrOe BPEMEHHOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO?
9t0 ObI... Cu-JIgu?

KpomMme Toro, oHa BCIIOMHMIJIa, UTO TOJIBKO €€ Aylla JOJIKHa ObITh IepeMellleHa B 9Ty 31oxy. UTak, B
Ybe TEJIO0 BCEJIUIIach ee aya? PaHbille, KTO-TO KpuKHYJI, 4To Cynpyra HuaH Bockpecra... OCHOBHBIM
X035IMHOM 3TOro Teja Ovuta MiMnepaTopckas xKeHa?

[Topoxpmu. ToT yenoBek Kpuyas, 4ro Cynpyra HuaH BocKpecsa... 03Ha4daJsio JId 3TO, YTO HaCToALas
Cynpyra HuaH yxe Oblsia MepTBa?

OHa nmepeHecIach BO BpEMEHHU B Ybe-TO MEPTBOE TeNo?

Yxky LIy KpemKo 3axKMypuiia CBOM T'fla3a, MbITasgCh 00BSATH CBOUM Pa30M IIellh COOBITHM, KOTOPLIE
TOJIBKO 4TO IIpou30mUIn. [IomHSABIIKNCH, OHa BCTara O0CHIMUM HOTaMM Y Kpas KpOBaTH U B3TJISHYJa Ha
TIOJTHY0 KOMHATY, CTOSIBIIUX Ha KOJIEHSX CIIYT.

«f1 xoTesna OBl CIIPOCUTE...»

Hy koneuHo.

Hukoro He ocTanmock B KOMHATE; BCe YAPalu OT CTpaxa.

«[Tpuset? I'omyOorna3eii MyK4urHa...?» C TpeBOrou cKasaja OHa, B IIyCTOM KOMHATE.

«4T0 Takoe?» CIPOCHUBILINIA I'0JIOC TOSIBUIICS C3a[lU €€ yXa, Iyras ee Tak, YTO OHA CIIOTKHYJIACh,
OTCTyIas Ha3af.

«I'me BeI?» CKa3aja OHa, MOJHMMAas CBOM PYKM U CJIEMNO IIaps B BO3AYXE.
«f1 BCe ellle B TBOEM HACTOSIIEM MUDE».
«YTO0 30€ech MPOUCXOOUT? ITO TEIO0 AEMCTBUTEIbHO IPUHAMIEXKUT IMIIepaTOPCKOX KeHe?»

«Ona moub Munuctpa Huas. Ee umst Huan CroaHbI3H, 1 OHA OblyIa HeTaBHO BhIOpaHa, YTOOL BOMTH B
MMIIEPaTOPCKUM ABOPEL] KaK UMIepaTopcKas cynpyra. Hesamonro go Toro, Kak TBOs Aylla BOILIIA B
ee TeJo, OHa Oblyla BEIHYXKEHA IO [aBIeHueM BOOBHE VIMIepaTpHULbl, HTOKOHYUTh XKU3Hb
caMoyOuiiCTBOM, TIOBECUB CeDsI».

«OHa 6BlTa IPUTOBOPEHA K CMEPTH, ITOCTIE TOTO, KaK TOJILKO BOLLIA BO ABOpel?» Cropocusna Yxy Lu
HeBeps, TOTZa ee ceprrle omycTunock. «OHa ykKe MepPTBa, HE TaK JIU?»

«Yxy Ilu, B ToT cameiii MoMeHT. Korga temo Cynpyru Huas ymeprio, TBoe TeJO Takxke Morubyo B
COBpEMEeHHOM Mupe. {1 mepeMecTu Bali gymu. Teneps, oyia, KOTopylo 3abpana IIpeucnonuss,



IPUHAAIEeXKUT HacTosmen Cynpyre Huan».

Yxy Ll BCIIOMHMIa KapTUHY ee HCKaJleYeHHOT0 Tejla, PaCIIpoCTepToe B 3epKajsie Bymymero u nyxy
KPOBH Ha ymulle. X0JIOOHBIY CTpax, Ipo0eka o ee CIIKHe, KOTa pOCTh, pe3Kas U BHe3allHasd,
BCTPSIXHYJIa €€ OT ee MBICIIEN.

«OHa yMepIia Ha MOEM MecTe? Kak Bbl MOTTIM CcHenaTh 3TO!»

Tonoc ycmexuyncs: «Tebe cremoBaso Obl Oosbie 6eCIIOKOUTLCS 0 cebe. BooBa nMIiepaTpriia X04eT
TBOEU CMepTH, ONHAKO THL BCe ellle XKuBa!»

OTH CJI0OBa HAITIOMHUIIK ee TOT (aKT, 4YTO BIoBa MMiepaTpuiia Bce ellle X04eT ee XKu3Hb! MHCTHHKT
BBIKUBAHUS CHEJall CBOe [eJI0, ¥ OHa GBICTPO CIpocuia, «A Kak ke MmmnepaTop? Emy mmeBats?»

«THI He 3HaelL? ITo u3-3a MMnepaTtopa Bmoa MMmepaTpuila Xo4eT, YTOOH TH YMepIIa.
[TpemmecTBytomii UMmnepaTtop yMep B I0OHOM BO3pacTe, U LapCTByoui MMmnepaTop B30IIEN Ha
npecton pebenkoM. 'omamu, BooBa MMnepartpuiia ympasisiiia JBOPIIOM OT ero UMeHHU. ITO TOJIbKO
HepnaBHO, Korpa MmnepaTop xkeHuncs Ha MmnepaTpuue, u Boosa MMnepaTpulia BEpHYyJia eMy ero
IIpaBsIKe MOJTHOMOYMS, COTJIaCHO XKelaHus MoKoKHHoro MmmepaTopa».

«Ho uTo et macT youtictso Cynpyru Huau?» Ee 6poBH CMOPUIUINCEH B HEIOYMEHUMN.

«T'oBOPST, 3TOT MoJIomo¥ KiMmepaTop OBITT YMHBIN M YTOHYEHHBIN, TPOCTOM U OeCXUTPOCTHHIH. Tlepen
ero 6pakom ¢ MmMnepaTpuiieit, y Hero ObIJI0 TOIBKO HECKOIBKO HAJTOKHHUI».

«A 3T0 1IJ1I0X0?»

«YTO IJI0X0, TaK 9TO TO, YTO B TOT [ieHb, KOorga MMmnepartop KeHuncsa Ha UMmneparpulie, OH TaKxKe
B3sIJI TPEX APYTUX XKEHIIWH B CBOM HaIOXKHUIEL. YKy LU, B IeHb cBoel cBambOLl, FiMmepaTop
IoyKeH ObLI TPOBECTH HOYDb ¢ MiMIiepaTpulieii, HO Bce Xke, OH BeIOpas Bei3Babb Cymnpyry HuaH B cBOM
IIOKOU».

Yewm Gosbllle OHA CIyIIasiia, TeM OOJIbIE CXKUMAJIOCh ee cepale. «f He moHuMaw. Y TONbKO II09TOMY,
Bpoosa MMmnepatpuiia Xo4eT, 4TOOE OHa yMepia?»

«[Inemsinauia BooBet MMnepatpuiibl, BeH XyMuH, TakKe BHIIIIa 3aMyXk 3a MMmepaTtopa, 4TOOH
ObITH ero cynpyroi. Kak Tel gyMaenisb? Hy, KOHeUHO, 3TO TOJIBKO OffHA M3 MHOXKECTBA IIPHAYKH.
[Tomutuyeckas apeHa Cu JISH ClOXKHa, OTHOILIEHUS MeXIY €€ CUIbHbBIMUA YYaCTHUKaMU CJIOKHBI. ThI
MOJIKHA IOTUXOHBKY YSICHUTD 3TO [T Cce0si».

U BBI mepeHecu MeHd cropa’?

[ToyTy HEMenJIeHHO, APYTOM BOIIPOC Ipulles er Ha yM. «Ho, KoHe4YHOo, y BooBel IMnepaTpulisl HeT
BO3MOXKHOCTH IPpUT0BOPUTH Cynpyry HuaHn K cMepTu HU C TOTO, HU C cero. M, oCHOBEIBasCh Ha TOM,
YTO BB TOJIBKO YTO CKa3asiu, MMmepaTop gonxeH nomorats atou Cynpyre HuaH, Tak mouyemy ke OH
He CIac ee...»

MyxunHa npepBan ee, «OHa Oblla 00BUHEHA B oTpaBneHuu Boosel UMnepatpuilsl. YTo KacaeTcst
HWmmepaTopa, B HacTosIIee BpeMs OH JaneKo Ha OceHHuX ['opax. Tl MOXKeITh HAUMHATh MOJIMTHCS 3a
CBOIO KM3Hb».

«OTpaBneHue», mpodopMoTasa OHa, U BHE3AITHO CTPSIXHYJIa CBOM 4yBCTBa. «UT0? MMIlepaTop maxe
He BO IBOpIIE?»



[IpucyTCcTBUE TAUHCTBEHHOI'0 MYK4YMHEI MCUE3JI0 U3 KOMHATHI.
['ma3a pacmupuinch, OHa CKa3ajla COMHeBasiCh, «Bhl - yxke - ymu?»

B 9TOT MOMEHT, IIIKBAll aKTUBHOCTHU CHApPYy2KHU €€ KOMHATHI, Ka3aJIOCh, YBEJIMYUJICA OJECATUKPATHO.
CYIIH I10 GBICTpBIM ITaraM, BBISICHHUIIOCH, YTO MHOZKECTBO HIOJIefI HAIIPaBIIAIOTCSA B €€ KOMHATY.

Cepntie TpeBoKHO 6unock, Yxky LIy TOpONIuBO MOMHSIA CBOM IIMHHEIE I00KH C 10ja U 6pocuiach K
KOKOHHOWM paMe, KOTHa OHa MPOTSHYJA Iajel], YToOh MpoaenaTh OepPy B 6yMaKHOM OKHE, pacKphIBast
IIPOCBET Ha MUP 3a €e KOMHATOM.

CHapyx#, ObLT BHYTPEHHUH OBOP C PSOaMH IIBETYIIUX IBETOB, TOPA3UTEILHOT0 Brufa. Ho y Hee He
OBLITO HY BPEMeHH, Hi HaCTPOeHHUs CeHyac HaclaXkOoaThCsS BUIOM, IOTOMY YTO BO IBOpe coOpasiach
TOJITIA MYXKYHH ¥ XKEHIIWH, BEPOSTHO eBHYXU U CIIYTH.

B koH1Ie gBOpa OBIa GOJIBIION BXOM, B KOTOPHIM BHOCUIM UMIIEPATOPCKUM IalaHKWH,
COIIPOBOXKAeMblii MHOXKXECTBOM CJIyT ¥ OXPaHHUKOB, IIOJIHOCTHIO 3aKPHITHIN. [1aiaHKuH, TOKPHITEA
TOHKUM IIEJIKOM, CKpPHIBAJI 4eJI0BeKa, CUAAIIEro BHYTPH, U3 BUAA.

ToTtuac, Yxy Llu coernasa BEIBOM, YTO 3TO HOBOE MPUOBITHE [OIKHO OBITh BOOBH MMIIEPATPHIIH], U €€
OXBaTHUJI TOMHUMAIOIIUICS CTPax.

HewucTtoBo, oHa 103Baja rony0oria3oro MyK4uHy elle pas3, HO ee Moyib0a BCTPETUIACh C TUIIXHON.
Korpma oHa BcrioMHMIIa BCe POMaHH 0 IyTENIeCTBUY BO BpeMeHH, KOTOPhEe OHa IIPoYuTasa B
IIPOIJIOM, ee OXBaTWla BHe3allHas PeIIMMOCTh: He BaXKHO HACKOJIbKO OecTanaHHOU U 0OBIKHOBEHHOMU
oHa Obl/Ta, OHa He MOXKEeT I103BOIUTE cebe ObITh yOuTo# B Cu JIsiH, TOMBKO 4TO U30€XKaB TUCKU CMEPTHU
B COBPEMEHHOM Mupe!

BrI cKa3anu 3amumaTh cebsi, 9To X... g He MOTY CHETh U XKAaTh CBOEH cMepTH!

BbICTpO OLIEHUB KOMHATY, €€ I''la3a OCTAaHOBUJIMCE Ha APYI'OM MAJIEHBKOM OKHE€ B yTIIy, U
BO3MOXKHOCTE ITo0era MEJIbKHYJId B €€ MO3TY.

Topormsich, OHa HaflaBUIa Ha OKHO, U 0OHapyXKuila 3a HUM CepeOpPSHBINA MUP.

Yxy [lu B3Monuiack HeGecaM: ee KHU3Hb U CMEPTD 3aBUCETU OT 3TOT'0 MaJIeHbKOT0 Mura. CTUCHYB
YeJTII0CTh, OHA BRITJISIHYJIA B OKHO ¥ YBUMAEIA U3BUIUCTHIE KOPUIOP, KOTOPBIN TSHYJICS OaleKo 3a
IpefeNbl KOMHATHL. JTa KOMHATa pa3fesisiia BHYTPEHHUN OBOD Ha [IBe ITOJIOBUHBI, X 3TOT KOPUIOD,
TI0-BUUMOMY, BeJl K 3aflHEN TI0JIOBUHE BHYTPEHHET0 ABopa. Mi3manu, oHa yBUAena OQUHOKYIO
JKEHIIUHY CIIYTY, KOTopasi IPOXOausia MUMO.

Henb3st OBLIO TEPSATH BpEMS.

Yxy Il pe3ko packpriia OKHO U OBICTPO Iepesedia Yyepe3 Hero. Ta Monofast XKeHIIUHA-CIIyTra Kak
pas Mpoxoauiia MUMO, U TTOMHSB I'Jla3a HaBepX U YBUEB ee, CKa3aja B cMsaTeHuu, «Cynpyra HuaH...»

Ee romoc ToTyac 3amosyarl.

Yy Lz monoxuiia 6ecco3HATENbHYIO CIYTY Ha 3eMJII0 ¥ HeMeJIEHHO IOHsIIa CBOU I00KHU, 1
nobexkasa cJoMs rojioBy. ['paBuit Ha 3emiie 60IBHO BOH3AJICS B ee O0ChIe HOTH, HO OHA HTHOPHPOBAsa
60/1b, BHE3AITHO MeperoHeHHas 671arofapHOCThi0 32 HECKOJIBKO JIeT KapaTd. YTo OHa udydasa B
CBOH IITKOJIbHEIE TOOEL. ECiy OBI HE 9TO, OCTIEeICTBHS MOT TN OBITH HEBOOOPA3UMEIMH. ..



[Tokupmasi KOPUAOP, OHA YBUETA OPYTYIO MaJeHbKYIO ABEPD. be3 pa3MbIIIIe U, OHA MTOCIIEITHO
OTKpHIIa IBEPb.

3a OBEPBIO OnlTa Opyrasd OrpoOMHad IIJIOMIaKa, 3aCaXKeHHasl IIPEKPaCHBIMU IBE€TaMHU, IBETYIITNMU I10[
YTPEHHHUM COJIHIIEM, ellle OOUH O‘-IapOBaTeJIbHHﬁ BH]I.

Yxy Ly ropsko yneibHYnack. [me 3T0 ObI0?

Be3 nmpuyuHH, BOJIHA ITeYasu 3aXJIECTHYJa ee CepAlle, KOToa OHa [I0Tafaiach: He BaXXHbI IPUYUHE,
ceryac, oHa Obl1a IpocTo OeCroMOIIHOM XKeHmKHOM B Cu JISH, KOTOpast He MOrjla cKa3aTh OT ee
UMeHH, YTOOH ee Cyap0y OCTaBUIIU B TIOKOE.

C cerogHsIIHero OHA U Jajee, OHa AoMXKHa ctaTh Huan CroaHbII3H.

Be33ab0THEIN cMeX 3aMoMHUIT BO3AyX. B cTpaxe, CroaHbI3U IISHYIa BOKPYT U YBUEIA HECKOIBKUX
JKEHIIUH-CITYT, TpUOIMXKalIUXcs K Hell. CKIIOHUB CBOIO I'0JIOBY, OHA YBUJIbHYJIA Ha MaJ€HbKYIO
TPOIY, OKYTaHHYIO KYIIOJIOM IIBETOB, U Imo0Oexkaa B oOpaTHOM HamnpaBnenuu. He Buns, oHa 6exarna
IIPSIMO Ha YeJI0BeKa.

«3BuHUTE!» BOCKIIMKHYIA OHa, HO He 3afiepxKajla CBOUX LIaros.
OnHaxko ee 3ansicThe ObIIO 3aII€PTO B CTPAHHOM (HOPMEL, 3aKUMe.

BycuHKM XOIOMHOTO II0Ta COEOUHUINCH Ha ee JTaJoHsIX; MYKCKOM MSITKUU I'0JI0C TPO3BYyYas C3afu ee
yxa.

«Kaxk cmeeT ciyra OBITh TaKOM HEBHUMAaTENIbHOU U Irpy0oi? Kakoi gBopen Thl 00CIyKHUBaEeIhb?»

YcMupsisi uMnynbC IOOHATE CBOM I'1a3a, CI0aHBI3Y, C OMYIIEHHOU I'0JI0OBOY OTBeYasa MyX4uuHe, « 4l
U3 ...IBOpIa».

«4T10?»
BHe3aHHO, OHa II0gHsAIa CBOIO FOHOBy, ee pYKa. YCTpeMHHaCb B III€10 MY2K4YUHEI.

3aCTUTHYTHIM BPaCIIOX, MyKUKHa, BOIIPEKU TOMY, YTO IIBITAJICS M30€XKaTh ee BHE3aITHOTO
HalafleHus, He CMOT yIepzKaTb CBOe paBHOBECHE, U MOIIaThIBAsICh, YIIal 3afl0M Ha 3eMJTI0, B
HEYKJIIXeH 1o3e.

Teneps, 4To el menath? OHa HaKOHEI TO3HAKOMUIACh C JieTeHAapHEIMU 00€BBIMU UCKYCCTBaMU
OPEBHUX BPEMEH.

B Bo3gyxe pa3gascs IPUTBOPHBIN CMeX MYXKYMHBI, PACTBOPUBIINNCS B 00eIlaHN! BO3ME3USI.
«O4eHb XOPOIIO».
OHa He 3Hana Kyga 0exaTb, I03TOMY OHA IIPOCTO BCTPETHIIA €T0 B3TJISAM, IPSIMO B 7100.

9T0 OBIJIO aPUCTOKPATUYECKOE JIUII0, TEJIO CBEPXY OfETO B IPeKpacHuIe rofy0rle omexkabl. ['yOn!
MYKUYUHBI CKDUBUJIUCH B HETIPUATHOU HacMeIIIKe.

«Kakas gep30CTh. { BEITJIIXKY KaK 4YeJI0BEK, KOTOPOr0 ThHl MOXKEIb BOT TaK CJIy4auHO YOApPUTh?»

9T0 GBI UMIIEPATOPCKUY BHYTPEHHUIM OBOD, T KUK Cynpyru MiMneparopa - y 3aypsigHOTO



YeJiIOBEeKa HUKOI'Ja He OB17T0 OBI BO3MOXKHOCTH, IIOJIY4YHUTE IIPABO Ha BXOI B TAKOE€ MECTO. Bornee Toro,
XO0Ts 3TOT MyXK4YKWHaA OBILIT OOeT B IIOBCEJHEBHYIO OIEXKAOY, HpOCTOfI GBICprII;I B3ridn, paCKpPhIBAJl
9KCTpPaBaraHTHOCTE ero Hapsia.

CroaHbII3M He MOTJIa JOTafaThCS O MPOUCX0KOEHUM MYKUKMHEI, II09TOMY OHA OTCTYIHUJA U CKa3ana,
«Bamre TIpeBocxoguTeNbCTBO, OyIbTe MUIOCTUBEL. MeHs BhI3Baiu B mokou Cynpyru HuaH, u B
CIeIIKe, S iyMaJsia, YTO BCTPeTHUIa HapyIIuTes TpaHuil...»

Myx4nHa He OTBETHUJI, 3aKUM Ha ee 3allsiICThe CTATUBAJ CUJIbHEE.
«OHa He Mora ganeko yuTtu. [IpogonkauTe UCKaTh!»

OTOT KPHK...OH IPUHAMJIeKa KMIEPAaTOPCKUM OXpaHHUKaM! YCIIbIIaB HaTHCK MPUOIMKAIOUIUXCS
IIIaroB, 9XOM pasJieTalolIecs c3aau Hee, cepaile CloaHbIRY ele pa3 3abapa0aHuIIo B TaHUKE, U OHA
npousHecya, «[ToxamyiicTra, 0cCBOOOIKUTE MO0 PYKY, Balle [TpeBocXomuTenbCTBO! 4 MoMKHaA CHUIO
CEeKYH[y YUTH. YKa3kl BOOBH VIMIepaTpHIlsl He MOTYT OBITh TPOUTHOPHUPOBAHLI».

MykurHa BHUMATEJILHO IOCMOTPETT Ha ee JIUI0, KpaCuBOe XOTh U OeqHOe, Ilepef] TeM KaK OH
xonopHo ycMmexHyncs, «Hy He cyacTnuBuna nu Te? Tak CIy4unoch, 4To S TOXE IOTy4Iul
IpukKa3aHue 0T Brosel MMnepaTpulbl U s TaKXKe Halpasisgiooch Bo [IBopen OeHrKy».

Crnmlllla 3TH CJIOBa, BHYTPU Hee MOOHSANIACh TaHWKa. B clieyiomuii MOMEHT, OOHaKO, OHa Obla
BTSIHYTa B MY2KCKHe 0OBATHS, IPEXKe YeM, 3aTallleHa B 0OJIbIION cafi KAMHEH 0KOJI0 BHYTPEHHETO
IBOpa.

Ero Temno ObIJI0 BEICOKOE ¥ OTPOMHOE, CKPHEIBas BCIO ee (GUTypy U3 BUAY.
[TouTu TOTYAC, MHOTOYUCIIEHHEIE I'0JI0Ca Pa3faluCh 103afX HUX.
«IIpuBeTcTByEM..»

«JJoctaTouHO. BBl BCe MOXKeTe UATU. Bel He BUOUTE, UTO 5 3aHAT, HaKa3blBas CIyry? MHe HyXKHO
JKaTh BalllMX NOKIanoB?» BHe3amHo pa3pa3uscs 6paHbio MYyKCKOM pa3gpazkeHHbIH T00C.

['maBa 0XpaHHUKOB HEMEIJIEHHO MTOHSI HAaMeK, yMas IIpo ce0si, YTO €CIIU 3TOT MOJIOIOH X03suH
UMeJT TUYHYI0 BCTPedy C OOMHUM U3 CIIYT, ¥ He cMen 6oJiee IpeprIBaTh ero. [10CmenHo, OH OTCTYIIUI,
yBIeKas 3a co00M APYTUX OXpPaHHUKOB.

JIo6 CioaHblI31 OBIN yKe UCIeIIpeH KamnebKaMy X0JI0gHOTO IoTa. [[Ji CBOEro yTelleHu s, ee HOTH
IPOXKaJi ¥ OHA CIIOTKHYJIACh, ITMPOKKUE MYKCKHE PYKU CKUMAJU €€ BOKPYT TaJlUH.

I/ICHyTaHHaH, OHa MMOAHATIa CBOIO T'OJIOBY M BCTPETHUIIACE C €0 TEMHBIM B3TJISAIOM.

«Tel nbITaemscs coexkatsb. KTo ThI?»
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