MortuB E JIuabghata Ovin oueBumeH. OH 3HAJ, YTO He cMOXKeT mobenuts [IyHbsIH O3HCS0 B 1100,
II09TOMY PEeInI 3aTIHYTh OUTBY. Bcs 6MTBa mynitack [0 TeX IMOP, I0Ka CTapeHIIuHb TeoKpaTHu He
TIOYYBCTBOBAJIM Ce0s1 CUITbHO YHUXKEHHBIMU. [Ipexkme ueM ABTapx FOHb 3aroBopun, MaH TuHbBION
TAKTUYHO BRITAIUI [IyHbIH ®3HCS0, KOTOPHIM OBUT Ha I'PaHU MTOTEPU paccygKa, BMECTe C eTo
YMUPAIIUM CBA3aHHBIM KU3HBI0 3BEPEM.

"Orer, s He 3akoHunI! 4 Mory mobemuts!" [IlyHbssH O9HCSO C HETOMOBAHUEM ITOCMOTPe Ha E
JIuHb(d3Ha, KOTOpRIH BeiIxogui U3 O3epa Lluknudeckoro 3epkasna. Ero nuio nonepeMeHHO
CTaHOBHUJIOCh TO CHHUM, TO (D)MOJIETOBHIM, U OH 3apbixasncs. OH 3HaJI, 4TO MoMasica Ha YI0BKY E
JInHGp3H, 0TYEro YyBCTBOBAJI Ce6s1 0UeHb YHUKEHHBIM.

"TIpoBanuBait", - npo6opmoTasn ABrapx FOHb.

HYH'bS{H ®sHCSA0 TYT K€ PYXHYJI Ha 3€MJII0, U HECKOJIbKO Y€JIOBEK BHIIIIIH, YTOOKI YHECTH €eT0 U €T0
IIPUKOBAHHOTO K 3€MIJIE€ 3BEDA.

B 3TOoT MOMeHT aTMoc¢epa Ha OaHKeTe yIana A0 HyJIeBOi OTMeTKU. ITO He ObII0 OBl Tak
YHU3UTENBHO, ecu Obl [JyHbsH ®3HCS0 npocTo cpancs. Ho [yHbsaH O3HCSI0 C TPEBOTOM IIpeciiefoBall
E JIuabdaHa, He 3a00TSICh 0 HafJIexkalleM IoBefeHuH. [J1TaBHOe, YTO eMy He yIanoch moiuMaTth E
JIuu®3H, U ero BHCTYIJIeHHEe OBIII0 CMENTHEIM. HO HUKTO HE OCMEeJIUBAJICS CMESThCS.

B Hebe Bce elrle pacnyckanuch peiiepBepku, u TeoKpaTh 4yBCTBOBaIK ce6st 0YeHb YHUXKEHHBIMU U3-
3a TOTO, YTO MX IIOTOMKH BCe nepeurpanu. Korga YMHOBHUKY IIOYYBCTBOBAIA aTMOC(EpPY, OHHU TYT Ke
TIOTIBITA/IUCh CMEHUTh TeMy. M9H TUHBION TaK:Ke OpPraHU30BaJl IBe OCTABIINECS OUTBEI, YTO
pas3psaauno 06CTaHOBKY.

To, 4TO TOIBKO YTO IIPOU3OIIIIO, Ka3aJIoCh IyCTSIKOBHIM 3MKU3040M. HOo BCe 3HaIH, 4TO ABa YUEHUKaA
u3 [IBopia [lerumo J1ao CUIIbHO YHU3UIIM TEOKPATOB Ha 9TOM OaHKeTe. XyXkKe TOro, UX Jaxe
IIPUTIACUTI TUYHO KpOoHNPHUHIL. Ha ¢hoHe cMexa Ha GaHKEeTe BO MHOTHX YTroJIKax IBOpIiia co6paiuch
TPYNIIBL MOJIOABIX JIF0fel. Bo Bcex HUX KUIles THEB.

"LI3stH ®3HbI03 U [IyHbssH ®3HCS0, 3TH OBa KycKa Mycopa! OcobenHo [IyHbsH ®3HCS0, OH IPOCTO
yHUXKeHue!"

"Ecnu HOBOCTH 00 9TOM PaCIpOCTPaHSTCS, Pa3Be 3TO He 03HAyYaeT, YTO ChIH JIu MysiHa efleT Ha
HAIIMX rojioBax?!"

"9T10 He umeet cMbicia. [Touemy [IBopen Hemumo [Jao Tak MoryuiectBeHeH? Y noyemy Msl, [JpeBHUE
TeokpaTsl, He MOXeM yOUTh ChIHA IPeITHUKa?"

"TeoKkpaTus CyIIEeCTBYET yXKe NEeCATKU THICSY JIeT, U Mbl HUKOTa He ObUIM TakK YHUXKeHEH!"

Ho B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHA CMOTJIM TOJIBKO IIPOTJIOTUTH CBOI THEB.



[Tocne oKOHYaHHUS CllappuHra 6aHKET IMIPOOIKUIICA IPeACcTaBlIeHusIMu. B 9TOT MoMeHT aBTapx IOHb
IIOBEPHYJICA K KPOHIIPUHIY U CKa3al: "O3HYXKIHB".

"Oren!" JIumo OyHbsH ®3HYSHA [0NT0E BpeMs Obls10 6e300pa3HbIM, HO OH MU30 BCEX CUJI CTapascs
YCIIOKOUTHCSI.

"Pa3oyapoBaHue, KOTOPOE THl HCIBITHIBAEIIL CETOAHS, - 9TO APAroleHHbIN OMBIT. 3all0MHU €T0
XOpOILIEeHBKO", - cKa3asl ABTapx IOHB.

"Ia. 4 He oxupai, 4To Oyoy pa3odyapoBaH ABYMs COIUIKaMu", - 0TBeTHI [yHbsIH O39HYKIHE.

"3amoMHHM, YTO THI CeYac YyBCTBYeIllb. ITO HATIOMHUT Tebe, UTO fenaTh Aajblile. [[oHUMaelb, 0 YeM
sa?" - cupocun Atapx IOHBE.

"¢ mormMai0. Ml He MOXKeM ObITh CIMIIKOM CaMOMIOBOJIbHEI. MBI MOJIZKHBEI OTHOCUTHCS K HAIlIEMY
IIPOTUBHUKY KaK K YeJI0OBEKY, HaXOdlleMyCs Ha OLHOM yPOBHE C HaMU. BO3MOXHO, cerogHs Hac
YHU3UTH, HO B ['poOHULIe [IpeBHUX Y HAC ellle MHOTO BO3MOXKHOCTel". [Ipu3Hach 4eCTHO, MHE He 110
cebe OT 9TUX OBOUX. fl MTUYHO BUMeN NeHTabaHa, ¥ OH He IyTUT. [I03TOMY S HOJIXKEeH Pa300paThCs C
HUM, [I0Ka OH He IIpeB3ollen MeHsd", - cKa3an [JyHbsaH O3HU3H, ONyCTUB rooBy. OH ykKe U3MEHU
CBOE MHIIITIEHKE TI0CJIe TOT0, KaK YBU/IEN IopaXKeHne CBOUX MJIafIInX 6paTheB U CECcTep.

"T'pobuuIla [IpeBHUX - TBOS €OUHCTBEHHAs BO3MOXKHOCTh. ECNIM THI MOTepNUIIb Heyaauy, [Bopel]
Henumo [Tao HaBepHSKA CIPSAYET €ro U II03BOJIUT eMy CIIOKOMHO 3aHUMAThCS KyJIbTUBUPOBAHUEM B
TedeHNe HEeCKOJIbKUX JIeT. B crenyomuii pa3, Korga Thl YBULUIIL €70, Thl CMOXKeIllb TOJIbKO CMOTPETh
Ha Hero cBepxy", - cka3a Astapx FOHb.

HyHbsH O3HYKIHB TOYYBCTBOBAN ce0s1 HEMHOTO HEJIOBKO, KOTJIa €0 OTell fajl TaKyI0 BEICOKYIO
OLEHKY TSHbMUHY.

"B uctopuu Teokpatuu [IpeBHUX ToNbKO [IeHTabaHbl KjlaHa CBATOTO JIu MOTJIM CPABHUTLCS C
MEeBSTUTIAaBHIMU TaJlaHTaMU HaAIlero KilaHa. f ¥ mpefcTaBUTh cebe He MOT, YTO IIOYTH
YHUUYTOXKEHHBIH KJIaH BAPYT 3acusieT TakuM 0J1ecKoM, fa elre u no3Bonut [IBopiy Heuumo [Tao
BOCITOJIb30BAThCS 3TOM BO3MOKHOCTHRIO." Barnsam ABrapxa FOHST ObII TEMHBIM, ¥ HUKTO HE MOT
CKa3aTh, UYTO TBOPUTCS Y HETO B I'OJIOBE.

"He Gecmokorics 006 aToM, otet. Ecimu oH ocMenuTcst BoUTH B I'pobHUIY [IpeBHUX, 5 0053aTETBHO
130aBJIIOCh OT 9TOM yTrpo3nl", - ckasan HyHbsSH ®3uusH. OH ObIT yBEpeH, 4To TIHEMUH BOMOET B
['pobuuny [IpeBHux. Benb nHaue Koposnu 3ana He npuBenu Ovl ero ciofga. CaMm QakT yyacTus
TssHpMUHA B OaHKeTe OBbLJI CUTHAJIOM.

"A 4TO, eCNii BHl He CMOXKeTe C HUM clipaBuThCca?" cupocun ABrapx FOHb.

"Torga s..."



"Torga TBOM cTapuIuii OpaT 3ailMeT TBOE MeCTO KPOHIIPUHIIA. ThH TallaHT/IUB, U HUKTO HE MOXKET
cpaBHUTBCA ¢ To60#. Ho TeokpaTkl Bcerfa roBOpUiIU 0 3aciyrax. Eciu Thl pa30epemnbesi ¢ 0OCTaTKaMu
kyaHa Cssitoro JIu, aTo OymeT Benukas 3aciyra. Ho ecnu T He CMOXKeIllb 3TOTO chefaTh, Tebe
IIPUOETCS OTPEYhCs OT IpecTona', - ckalan ABTtapx FOHB.

"ITa, orer!" [IyHbaH O9HYXKIHL ITOYYBCTBOBAJI OTPOMHOE iaBleHue Ha maedu. OH 3Hal, YTO 9TO U3-3a
TOT'0, YTO OH UCHOPTUI OaHKeT. YeM cunbHee OBUIO IaBlieHNe, TEM CUIbHEE POCIIO B €T0 CEPLLe
youricTBeHHOe HamepeHue. K cyacTrio, yOUTh ero cervac [jist MEeHS PaBHOCUIIBHO TOMY, YTOOBI
pas3maBuTh MypaBbs. [IyHbIH O3HYKO9HD HUKOTTIA HE OyMaJl, YTO KTO-TO MJaflle Hero OyaeT pellaTh
ero cyns0y. Ho mockonbky TSHBMUH CTall yTPO30ii, OH MOT TOJIHKO M30aBUTHCS OT HETO, ITI0Ka TOT He
BEIPOC.

Korpa deriepBepk 3akoHUYUIICS, OaHKET TOXKeE IOAOLIEeN K KOHITY. ECclu He cuuTaTh HEKOTOPHIX
Mejiouel, OaHKET IIPOIIes I'1agKo, ¥ BCe X035ieBa TAPMOHUYHO OOIAIUCh U CMESITHCH.

Ho kak pas Korfa Bce yxe coOupanuch YXOOUTh, TPYIINa JII0ed B YePHBIX OfeXKIaX BOpBajach Ha
OaHKeT, HeB3upas Ha MPENsITCTBUS, U HoJioxkuna: "[JoknamgeiBato! [Tmoxue HoBoCcTH, Barre
Bemuuectso!"

Cyns Mo ux ofiex[e, OHH, CKOpee BCero, OBUIM COTPYIHUKAMHU Pa3BedKu TeokpaTuu. X MosBlIeHue
MTHOBEHHO II0BEPTJIO BCEX B IIIOK, a BRIPAXKEHUS JIWII CTaIK CepPbe3HEIMHU. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 3TO OBIIO
HACBIIIIEHHOE COOBITUSIMU BpEMS.

[TouTH BCe BCTAIM CO CBOMX MECT, B TOM 4HCJe U rpymnna bait Mo. OHU MOACO3HATENTBHO OKPY KUK
TsHBMHUHA U OCTAJIbHBIX, 3AIIUINAS UX B IIEHTPE.

"Barre BenuuecTBo, mosiBuics mpepaTtend LI3sH JIuuab! OH 00beIUHU CEKTH U3 OEBSATHU 1IapCTB,
yTOOBI HAaYaTh aTaKy Ha moMecTbe CBsiToro Mapiasna. Omupasich Ha ¢peiepBepKu, OHM ITPOHUKITH
yepe3 OpeHaxHyl cucteMy. M3-3a ux BHe3anHOU aTaky noMecTtbe CBATOr0 MyxkecTBa IIOHECI0
OTPOMHBIE TIOTEPH ¥ MHOXKECTBO XKEPTB".

9Ta HOBOCTH IOBePriia Bcex B 1I0K. Ceromus B Teokpatun [IpeBHUX ObIT TOPKECTBEHHBIN ITPA3THUK
BOCCOETHUHEHMUS, ¥ 9TO ObUI MepHo, Korga Bce Obiu Hanbosee pacciabneHsl. [TomecTbe CBATOTO
MyxkecTBa OBITIO pe3upeHIelr YNHOBHUKOB TeokpaTuu. ABToOKpaTop KOHb CMOT B30WTH Ha TPOH
Onmaromaps nommepxkke ITomecthst CBsATOr0 Bost, ¥ 9TO OBIIO OCHOBOM ero TpoHa. Ho u3-3a
cerogHsIHero ¢hecTUBass OH IPUTJIACUII BO ABOpell 60jiee ABYXCOT MacTepoB u3 CesaToro boesoro
[TomecTbsi. TakuM 06pa30M, ITIOMECThE CBSITHIX BOMHOB OBIIIO TPAKTUYECKU ITYCTHIM.

[13sn JIuHT, ecTecTBeHHO, OblT [IyHBAH JIMHTOM, IEBATHIM IIPHHIIEM IIPU IPEOBIAYIIEM aBTapxe.
Haxe umnepatop FOuB He oxupan, 4yto LI3sH JIMHD HaYHET aTaKy Bo BpeMs (pecTHBass, U YTO €ro
11eJIbI0 OyIeT He UMIIePATOPCKUM ropof, a moMecThe CBsTOTr0 Bos. Korga mpembimyminii UMIIepaTop
CKoHuaJcs, LI3sgH JIuHb ucye3 BMeCTe CO CBOUMH JOBEPEHHBIMU ITIOMOIHUKAMM U IOTOMKaMU U
ckpruicsa. C Tex nop aBTapx IOHE HE MOT HAUTH €ro.

"TIpematenb HakKOHeI-TO 00bsiBUIICA? Xopouro!" ABTapx FOub yneibHyncs. Heyxenu L3sH JIus,
KOTOPHIK Hamal Ha ITomecTbe CBITOrO bpaTcTBa, BCe elme npupet B MMnepaTopckuu I'opon? ABTapx
FOHB yKe ObLT B3BOJIHOBAH OT OJHOM MBICTTA 00 3TOM.



Ho B 9TOT MOMEHT ero JIUII0 BHE3allHO K3MEHUIIOCh. bolee TpexcoT YeoBeK Ha OaHKeTe BHE3aITHO
CHenaau CBOM XOfI, Hamagas Ha oKpyxKatmmux. CiieHa Obllla XaOTUYHOH, OBIIIO BRI3BAHO MHOKECTBO
TIEPBOKJIACCHBIX CBSI3AHHBIX KM3HBIO 3Bepei. OT CO3MaHHONM UMU CYMAaTOXH [azke 3eMJIsS 3apoKara.

"Jamurtute Ero BenuuecTtso!"

"9t10 [IpesBuue Knanel! [Ipoknsaree!”

"BoamytutensHo! Knan [Ipeuux XKagueix Bonkos, Knas [IpeBuux [laotu, Knas [IpeBuux budanr u
Kmnau [IpeBuux Llunune. Kak BE cMeeTe coBepluaTh u3MeHy Teokpatuu!"

Ho He TonbKo [IpeBHUE KJIaHBl y4aCTBOBAJIM B 9TOM I'OCYHapCTBEHHOM IIEPEBOPOTE. MHOTHE YJIEHBI
Teokpatuu ¢ pamunued LI35H TaKxKe BEICTYIIMIN IIPOTHUB.

[Tocrne Toro, Kak OaHKET MOTPY3UJICS B XaoC, HUKTO He 3HaJl, KTO nmpucoefuHuics K LI3su JIunwo. B
39TOT MOMEHT CTao sicHO, 4To LI3sH JIuHT ocTancs B boxecTtBeHHOU CTONMUIE U IIPOCTO XKOAT 3TOTO
MOMEHTA.

ABTtokpaTop FOHb Mor He mobuTth [IpeBHUE KnaHbl, HO OH yKe U3Y4YUIl UX, U OHU IPUCATHYIIU €My Ha
BepHOCTh. OH 3HAaJI, YTO ellle HalAyTCa YIPSMILL, HO OH HUKOT[a He 0XKUMal, 4To X OygeT Tak
MHOTrO0!

"HyabsH OHb yOUIT IpeasIayLIIero UMIepaTopa u y3ypnupoBas TpoH! Ero rpexu 4ymoBUILIHEL U
HemnpocTuTenbHb! OH 00beqUHUTICS ¢ TopaoM [oOpogeTebHEIM, YTOOL 3aCTaBUThL 3BEPSI-aBTOPXa
offenaTh UMIEPaTOPCKUX yKa3!"

TsubMUH OBITT TOPAXKeH TEM, YTO PA3BOPAYMBAIOCh ITepen ero rina3amMu. OH He 3HAJT MHOTHX BelleH,
BKJTI04ast MeCTO, I7ie ckphiBaeTcs L3s1H JIunr. OH TakXke He 3HaJl, To4eMy OONbIINHCTBO [IpeBHUX
Knanos u TeokpaToB mogaepxuBaoT 1I3gH JIuHa.

OH nuurs Bupes, 4to 1[3sH JIMH BOCIIONIb30BAJICS IPA3THUKOM, YTOOB COBEPIIUTH TOCYAapCTBEHHBIH
IIePeBOPOT, CHavalla COBEPINUB HanageHue Ha CsiToe BoeBoe [TomecThe, YTOOH OCITA0UTEL BIUSTHUE
ABtapxa HOHS 1 3aXBaTHTh KITI0YEBHIX COTPYAHUKOB CBATOTr0 BoeBoro IToMecThsi, 4TOOH clepXkKaTh
MacCTepoB, noagepxkuBawiux Aprapxa FOHS.

OH paxe coTpynanyan ¢ [JpeBHuMu KimaHamu 1 4acThio T€OKpaToOB, He AaBas hopMaluu
aKTHBU3UpPOBaThCs B MMnepckoMm I'opone. TAHBMUH XOTeN IIOCMOTPETH 110y, HO 3Ta ClieHa Oblsia
CIUIIKOM XaOTHUYHOM, ¥ OH MOT IIOJTyYUTh TPaBMy, ecju Obl OblJT HeocTOpoxKeH. [1o Mepe
IIPOMOJIXKEHUST OMTBE ABOPEL, MTPOCYIIECTBOBABIINY MECSATKY THICSY JIET, PYXHYJ, pa3daBuB HaCMEPTh
CJIy2KaHOK U €BHYXOB. BCKOpe BCe BOKPYT IIPEBPATUIOCH B PYHAHEL.

"Tlonigemte!" Bait Mo cxBatun TsaupmuH U E JIuabdan. Tpu apyrux Koposns 3ana goyiKHEL ObUIH
npuBecTty YsHb L[3unxyHa, Cuty Mu u Bait Csoxy. OHU TOMYaluCh, ¥ BCKOpPe MMOKUHYIIN
HMnepaTopCKuu ropog.



Korma onu ornsinynuchk, apmus 113511 JInHa yKe BoIIa B 0e33aluTHEYN MIepcKuit Topoy.
[TeIarouui OTOHb 03apsiyt He0o, a KPUKK ¥ PeB HATIOIHSIIM UX YIITH. boxXecTBeHHas CTONIHIIA
HacJlaxmasnach JIMIThL KPaTKUM MTHOBEHHMEM IIOKOS II0CJIe OKOHYaHus (eiiepBepka, a 3aTeM
IIpeBpaTUiIach B 1moje OUTBEL. ITO OBLT TOEOUHOK 3@ BIACTh MEeXKAY CUIIbHBIMU MHPa CETo
BoxkecTBEeHHOM CTOJIMIILL.

Bckope 6uTBa mepekuHynach u3 Mmepckoro ropoga B boxkecTBeHHYIO CTONMUI. becyucneHHbe
3BEPOJTIONY YCTPEMUIIKCh K FIMIIEPCKOMY rOpofy, BBeprasi BCIO CTOJIUITY B Xaoc.
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