"Kcratu, Kopons 3ana ynomsrys, 4To Kopons 3ana 2Ku3Hy, oKka3blBaeTCs, OOUH U3 ero jaonei. EcTs
nu Koponu 3aoB, KOTOpEIE He SBIATCS TaKOBEIMU?" TAHEMUH OCTPO YJIOBUJI CTPAHHOCTH B CJI0BAX
Kopona Bygymero 3ana.

"Te1 ouens ymeH. U Tl nipas, [IBoper [lao [Jeuumo pa3peneH Ha 3aibl [JeunMo. Cpegu HUX €CTh
YyeThIpe 3ajla, KOTOphkle MBI KOHTponupyeM - 3an bynyuiero, 3an Heba, 3an 2Kusuu u FOxubii 3an."

"IloueMy Tak Mano?"

TssHpMUH mojaran, uyto [IBopel JemuMo [1ao OB € JUHBIM.

"TBoper Jemumo [lao Temeps SIBIIETCS IIKOJION, TIO3TOMY B HETO Hen30eXKHO MPOHUKAIOT pa3IudyHbIe
cunkbl. ITocne 6ecuncIeHHHX JIeT HacJIeMOBaHKs, BCe OCHOBHEIE CHIIBI B BoxkecTBeHHOU CTOHIe
pa3MeCTUIA MOJIOABIX JII0fIer, KOTOPhIE MOCTEeIIeHHO TOJHUMAIOTCS Ha BhICOKMe no3unuu. [locne
OEeCSTKOB THICSY JIET CII0KHBIX M3MEHEHUM, OH PA3BUJICS 10 CBOET0 HHIHEITHETO COCTOSTHUS. XOTS
BHemHe [IBopern [lenumo [lao efuH, Ha caMOM fiejie HEeKOTOPhIE 3aIbl TAiHO KOHTPOJIUPYIOTCS
OPYTUMHU CUJIaMU, KOTOpPhHIE BCTaBISAIN CBOUX Jofen. Tak, ceropgHsamwHun [IBopen Jemumo [Tao Ha
caMOM [iejie COCTOUT M3 MoJofgexku boxkecTBeHHOU CTONUIILI, KPYIIHBIX CEKT, IPEBHUX KIIaHOB,
noMecThs CBsATOrOo Mapinasna u Tak ganee. OHU BCe COPEBHYIOTCS 3[€eCh, Jaxke TeokpaTsl".

"He Mornu OBl BBl yTOUHUTH?"

"Hanpumep, Koponu Boctounoro 3ana, 3anma 3emnu u MepTBoro 3ana - Bce [IpeBHUE TeOKpaTHI,
II0O3TOMY 3T TPHY 3ajla B OCHOBHOM IIPHHAA/IEeXkaT X GpakIuu.

BONBIIMHCTBO UX YYE€HHUKOB - IIOTOMKHU UMIIEPATOPCKOT'O KJIaHa.

C gpyroii CTOPOHBHI, 3anafHbli 3aj1 IPUHAANIEXUT K IPEeBHUM KJlaHaM, KOTOPHIE SIBJISIOTCS I'PYIIIION.

Knan [IpeBHux LlunuHel Korga-To ObIT MEPBEIM CPEIU HUX.

OHu fmaBHO mocaefgoBany 3a [IpeBHUME TeoKpaTaMu, pacIIdpss CBOI0 TEPPUTOPHIO U 3aBOEBLIBAs
IyTh CIOTA.

B nacrosimee Bpems Koponb 3anapHoro 3ana siBnsieTcs naTtprapxoM [IpeBHero Knana ['pupBynbda.

[ToToMKHU IpeBHUX KJIaHOB B BO3pacCTe [0 TPUALATH JIET B OCHOBHOM 3aHMMAIOTCS KYy/IbTHBUPOBaHUEM
B 3anagHOM 3ajle.

CeBepHbId 3a1 npuHaaiexut CeitoMmy boesomy IlomecTsio.

9To0 cuia, chopMUPOBaHHAS 00EBEIMH YMHOBHHKAMU T€OKPATUM U CYLIECTBYIOMIAs C JPEBHUX
BpPEMEH.



BONBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX - KOMaHIOHWPBI TeOKpaTI/II/I.

HMx cTtaTyc MOXkKeT ObITh HE OUYeHb BEICOKMM, HO OHU 0071afaloT CUJIbHEIMU O0EBBHIMU CIIOCOOHOCTSIMH.

WX NOTOMKH He UMEIOT TaKOT0 XKe CTaTyCa, KaK OPEeBHHE KJIdHEI, IIO3TOMY OHHU IIPUJIATAl0OT Oo7bIne
YCI/IJIPIfI, YTOOBI OInepeauThb CBOUX CBEPCTHUKOB.

3an HpOlHHOTO IIPUHAOJIEZKUT K IIaBUJIBOHY JIMHTJIOHT; UX IIPOUCXO02KOEeHNnE OYEHb CIIOZKHOE.

2KeHIIMHBI COCTABIISIOT AEBSIHOCTO MPOIIEHTOB IaBUIbOHA JIMHTJIOHT, TO3TOMY OOIBIIMHCTBO
npencTaBuTesnen IIpominoro 3ana - KeHITUHBL".

Kopons Gymyiiero 3ama BKpaTiie pacckasan TsapMuny o [IBopiie [TeruMo Jao ¥ OCHOBHBIX CHJIAX
BoxectBennou Cromuiibl. Bkpatiie, [IBopern [Tenumo [Jao 6611 MeCTOM OHUTBEI MOJIOJLIX TEHUEB B
BO3pacTe Oo TpumauaTu jaeT. Kaxabli 3al HaXOOUICS MO BIUSHUEM M KOHTPOJIEM OOHOM M3 TaBHAIX
cui BoxectBeHHo# CTOJUIIEL.

TonpKO YeThIpe 3aja JeicTBUTeNbHO mpuHaanexanu [IBopuy deuumo Jao. Bopsba BHYyTpH [IBOpIia
Ierumo JTao OvlIa MEKPOKOCMOM OOpPBOBEI BCETO KOPOJIEBCTBA.

"Koponb 3ama, 4TO IPOXUCXOAUT MOCHe TPUOLATH JIeT?" - CHpOCUll TSHbMUH.

"TTocne aToro GOIBITMHCTBO BO3BPAIIAETCS B CBOM KJIAHHI, @ HEKOTOPHIE IIPOXOMASAT 0TOOD, YTOOR
BOMTH B TeMHBIN 3an U CTaTh HacTosmlen omopou [IBopiia enumo Tao".

TsaubMuH Bce moHsI. [Ins [IBopua [euumo Jao 3ansr [lennMo ObIM aKafeMUYeCKHIM MECTOM,
KPYIHEHNIINM BBICIINM Y4eOHBIM 3aBeeHueM IJ1s1 3BEPOJItofiel Bcel cTpaHbl. Y X Cuiibl ObIIM
B3aMMOCBs3aHbl. B TeMHOM 3ame XpaHuUIUCh HacTosIue cuibl [IBopua Hemumo [1ao.

Ox nogyman: "HeynusutensHo! Ecnu [IBopern [DenuMo [Jao KOHTPOIUPYET TOJIBKO YETHIPE 3aja, TO
noueMy KiaH [IpeBHux Llunuuen Tak ux 60UTCA?

MHOr0 BpeMeHH CIyCTH...

"Mel mouTu npuniu!" - ckazan baii LI3bI13KHE.

YetBepo HebecHbx CBATHIX TAIIXIIM IBYX IOHUOPOB 10 HEOY C MOJIHHEHOCHOU CKOPOCTHIO, TO3TOMY
TAHBMUH He MOT BUAETH OTPOMHYI0 boxeCTBeHHY1I0 CTONUITY BHU3Y.

"Ore1, s CIIBILIAT, YTO aBTapPX-3B€Pb CKOPOUT. YTO-TO cryumnoch?" - cripocun bait LI3bI13UHb.



TaubMUH Kak pa3 00bscHN npoucxoxpaenue E OaunmnHAra, HO KOPOJIed 3aa 3T0, I0X0XKe, He
BOJIHOBaJsI0. OHU CMOTpeNX B CTOPOHY MMIlepaTopCcKoro ropoga.

"MEI He 3HaeM, HO y3HaeM, KoTfla BepHeMcs", - cKa3asl Kopob OyayIero 3ama.

Ero B3rmsig ObLT UCIIONTHEH IOCTOMHCTBA, YTO T'OBOPHUJIO O TOM, YTO OH OBIJT yBEepPEH B TepeMeHax B
TeokpaTtuu. Korma OHU CIIYCTUIMCH Ha 3eMJII0, TAHBMUH YCTPEMUJI CBOU B3TJISIT Ha JIPEBHUE
KaMeHHEIE BOPOTa Iepen HUM.

Bcero 6b110 ISITh KaMEHHBIX BOPOT, KaX/ble ¢ AByMs cTon0aMu. Kaxariit cTo0 OB CTO METPOB B
BBICOTY U 60JIee IIITH METPOB B IIUPUHY. Briepkap OecUnCIeHHEIE TOMIbI, OHU CTOSIJIA BEICOKHE U
BEJIMYECTBEHHbIE, TIOKPHITHIE CBATEIMU HeOeCHBIMU y30paMu. OueBUIHO, OHYU OBIIH COEeIaHHl U3 PYObI
CBSITOTO OyXa.

Taxue COKpOBHILA UCIIOIb30BAIUChH B KAUeCTBEe BOPOT, Kak Oynro [IpeBuue TeokpaThl He OOSITTUCE,
YTO UX YKpanyT. BoaMoxkHO, Ha cTonbax CcTOs Oapbep U3 HeOEeCHBIX Y30POB, HE ITO3BOJISIONIMH
OOBIYHBIM JTIOASIM YKpacTh ux. [Ipu OnuzKaliiieM pacCMOTPEHUH Ha OBYX CTOJI0aX MEePBHIX BOPOT OBLIN
BLITPaBUPOBaHHI cj10Ba "BocToK" ¥ "3amaf" COOTBETCTBEHHO.

Ha BTOpPEBIX BOPOTax Takxke OBIIM BEIPAaBHPOBAHEI TOX0XKKeE ciioBa: "HOr" u "Cesep", HAa TPETHUX -
"He60" u "3emns", a Ha 4eTBePTHIX - "2Kua3up" u "CMepTh".

3a 9TUMU MSIThI0 BOPOTAaMHU HaXOMUIOCh 0Jie OMTBH reHreB boxkecTBeHHOM CTOJHUIIE - 3aJThI
Ieuumo. [lecsiTh cTONO0B, U3BECTHEIE KaK CTonOH BpaT [leunMo, TPOCTOSINIKA JEeCSITKYU THICSY JIET.
Bo3moxHo, elile 60IbIllee BpeMs Ha3al OHU CTOSINIM B IMIIepaTOpCKOM ropofie, Ha MecTe OBIBIIETO
IIBopua Hao [leyumo.

TSHBMUH MOOHSI TOJIOBY U yBUAeN 6nectsamuit [IBopelr Heuumo [Jao ¢ ero 6eCcYrCieHHEIMU TeHUSIMHU.
910 OBIII0, KOHEYHO, TOPsiuee MeCTO, Belb MOJIOfble ObIJIM CaMbIMU UMIYJIbCHBHBIMU U JKECTOKUMH.
OnHY He MOHMMAJIIH, YTO TaKOE TEPIUMOCTD. TOTBKO B KOHKYPEHIIUU CUNTbHBIE MOTIIM BHIIETUTLCS U
BO3BBICUTBHCS.

"Ba#t Mo, coga!"

Kak tonbko Kopoins 3ana Byayiero BepHyIcs, ero yxe KTo-To UCKasl. Boins Bo aBopern JlerumMo
Jao, oHU yBUENIM CTapUKa C 3eJIEHEIMU BOJIOCAMH, CTOSIBIIETO B yIiIy. HecMOTps Ha BO3pacT, OH ObIT
T10710H 60OPOCTH ¥ KU3HEHHOU CHUJIBL, & €T0 BOJIOCH PacClBeNy, KaK U3yMPYIHO-3e/leHas TpaBsa.
"TaupmuH, Csg0 ®3H, 370 Kopons 3ana XKusuu", - mpengcrasun ero Koposns 3ana Byayiero.

"TaupMuH npuBeTcTBYeT Kopons 3ana 2KusHu". B3rnsHyB Ha 3ejeHble BOJIOCH MYyKUYUHE], TASHBMUH

crepKa yiaeiOKy U B35 ce0si B PYKH.

"3enenas Tpaga...." E JIUHb)3H IPOTSIHYN PyKYy, KaK OyYATO XOTEJl COPBATh TPaBYy.



"9T10 npueMHbIM KpecTHUK JIu Bynou u ceiH JIu Mysaza?" Koponb 3ana 2Kusnu ornsaen TsaHbMUHA C
HOT [I0 TOJIOBBI, YIILIOHYJICS ¥ KUBHYI. "XOTS €ro YpOBEHb KyJIbTHBUPOBAHUS HEMHOT'0 HU3KWH, U OH
elle He OOCTUT CcTaauu CBATOrO0, Yy HETO XOPOIINY IOTEeHIAa".

"Yro npoucxomgut?" - cupocun Koposns 3ana byaymero.

Korpma oH 00epHYJICS, TO YBUET MHOKECTBO MOJIOLHIX JTofel, BeiOeratomux u3 [Isopua Herumo [lao,
OONIBIIMHCTBO U3 KOTOPEIX ObK TeokpaTaMu. OHU CIEIINIH, CO CJie3aMU Ha I'Jla3aX ¥ CKOPOHEIM
BEIpaXKEHUEM JIHIIA.

"9T0 BaxKHOE HAIlMOHAIbHOE COOBITHE - HAllMOHAJIBHEIN Tpayp!"

Koponb 3ana 2Ku3uu, KOTOPHIY 00RIYHO OBITT BECETIHIM CTaPUKOM, ceidac OblI OUeHb CEPhe3€eH.

"HaiuoHanbHBEIA TPayp?"

"HekoTopoe BpeMs Ha3af 3Bepb-aHapXx cKopOes. [1epBoOLITHEIM ABTapx yMep", - ckadan Kopomb
JTa#dxomnna.

"Ut0?! 3T0 HEeBO3MOXKHO! V ABTapxa LIsHS eCTh ellle KaKk MUHUMYM [BeCTu jeT. K ToMy BpeMeHH,
KOTT]a MBI YMPEM, OH [IoKeH OwITh erle xkuB!" Kopons 3ana Bynyiero, bait Mo, moka4as roaoBou.

"ThI MOI2KEH ITOBEPUTH B 9T0. FIMIIepaTopcKasi CeMbs TOIBKO 4TO 00bsiBHIA 00 9TOM. [IpeBHIE
TeokpaThl BCe BO3BPAIAIOTCS Ha MOXOPOHHI, TaK KaK 9TO MOXKET OBITh (pasIbIIMBKON? ITO He urpa".

"OH Ovin yOuT?" - cmpocun Kopons 3ana bymymero.

"HeT, HeT HUKAKUX KOHKYPUPYIOLIUX SMIUPENCKUX CBATHIX. BUAMMO, OH yMep BO BpeMs
KyJIbTHBalMK. bor 3HaeT, 4To OH fenai. B moboM ciaydae, Hall ©HQOPMATOP TOBOPUT, YTO OH MEPTB.
Jlopn HobpomeTenbHblNA MpuBes IpuHIEB Bo [IBopelr HebecHoi TpurpamMmel, 4T0OB OTHATH HaHb
yBaxKeHus. boioch, OH IEeWCTBUTEIBHO yMep".

"Bre3amnHasa cMepTh?" Tpu Koposnsa 3ana HaxMypunauch gpyTr Ha gpyra. O4eBUOHO, STOT BOIIPOC
OKa3aJjl Ha HUX OO0JIbIIOE BIUSHUE.

"YT0 cKa3as BlIadbiKa gBopIa?”

"OH cKa3ai mogoXkKaaTh U IOCMOTPETh".

"¢ moHmMaro".



"CMmepTh aBTapxa LIsTHS - BaxKHelIIee cCOOBITHE, U OHO BHI30BET CEHCAIIMI0 BO BCel cTpaHe. KTo On
Mor nogymaTh?" Koponb 3ana byayliero BeITsigen HeyBEPEHHO.

"TloyeMy Tl XMypPHIIbCSA? ITO XOPOIIO i Hac", - ckadan Kopos Jlatidxomnna.

"HelHelHsAa CUTyalusl OYeHb AejiuKaTHasdA. B ciy4yae BOWHBI IOCTpafaeT NpocTor Hapon. Hauus He
MOXKET OCTaThCs 0e3 MpaBUTENS HaXKe Ha OeHb. ABTapx LIgHb ocTaBuUII mocie ce0ss UMIepaTOPCKUi
yka3?"

"[la, KaK BeJjiell 3Bepb-aBTOPX, TPUHAALATHY NpuHL, [JyHbsaH KOHb, CTaHET aBTapXoM. 3aBTpa OH
OymeT BO3BeeH Ha IIPECTOJI, UYTO O3HAMeHYyeT Hadasio npasneHus FOHs. B aToM rogy ucronHseTcs
POBHO [IBECTH JIeT npaBnenus LIsHb, HO ceryac 3TO MePBHIY rof npasnenus KOHB".

"IyabsH FOHB? A Kak Xe OeBAThU NpuHL, [yHbsaH JIuHb? "

"Yragau".

"IIpocTo BEIKIAAbIBal", - mpu3Bajl KOposb FOXKHOrO 3ana.

"Cyqms o IoCIegHUM HOBOCTSAM, YBUAEB TeJI0 ABTapXa U BBHIC/IyIIaB UMIIEPATOPCKUY yKa3, [JOHTbIH
JIWHT yInen u uc4yes3 BMeCTe C SITPOM [AeBSATH UMIePaTOPCKUX MyIbCOB", - OTBETHUI KOPOJIb Jlatid
Xomna.

"Ucue3? Yto 3TO 3HAUUT?"

"Mcuyes B Bo3ayxe. Bo3amMoxkHO, OH cupsiTajncs B 6apbepe HeGecHOTo y30pa U CKPHIICSA. A MOXKET, OH
IPAYETCSA B OMHOM U3 OPEBHUX KITaHOB".

"OH yMHBIY U pemuTenbHblit. Ecnu 0wl oH He yues, OyabsaH FOHb youn 0w ero”, - ckadan Koposb
3ana Bynyero.

"HyubsaH FOHD ellle He B30IIeJI Ha IIPECTOJ, HO Cpa3y XKe UCI0JIb30BaJl 3Bepsi-aBTopxa, YTOO U37aTh
MMIIePaTOPCKUY yKa3, 0CyKAalollKii AeBATOTO IPUHIIA 3a U3MEHY, 3aCTaBUB BCIO CTPAHy OXOTUTHCS
3a HUM".

"OnuH cremuT cOexaThb, a JPYToM CIELIUT BLICIIEAUTh U YOUTH IepBOTO0. [10X0XKe, HU OOUH U3
IIPUHIIEB HE OXKuAal cMepTu aBTapxa LigHsa. OgHako mocie cMepTH [IyHbsH JInHaA cTpaHa
IIOrPYy3UTCA B Xaoc", - 3ameTtun Kopons 3ana byayiero.

"9T0 mpaBma. Begb HECKOJIBKO MeCSIIEB Ha3a/ 5 CHBIIIAI, YTO aBTapX LISHb 3asBUII, YTO cOOMpPaeTcs
coenath [lyHbsH JInHA HaclemgHBIM NpUHIEM. Kak OH cTaj TpUHAAATHIM IPUHIIEM, KOTOPBIN
cobupaeTcs B30UTU Ha TPOH?"



"Kto 3naet? OHM BCce cyMmacmepmue!"

"IyHbsaH JIUHT, O4eBUAHO, 0TKA3aJICsd IPUHSATE ero. B mpommoM, 4To0s n36exkaTh YOUNCTB Cpeu
MMIIePaTOPCKUX OpaTheB U CeCTEP BO BPeMs BOCXOXKIEHMS, aBTapX OTpeKascs oT npectona. [Tocne
BHE3AIHOM CMEPTH aBTapxa, Korga o0a MpuHIla, IPeTEeHAYIOIINE Ha TPOH, ellle He JOCTUTIN CBSITOTO
oMnupesi, faxe e€CIu eCTb UMIIEPAaTOPCKUM yKa3, OOUH U3 HUX J0JIXKEH yMepeTh."

"MoxkeTe ¥ BH yrafiaTh, 10 Kakoi npuyuHe [JoHbsSH JIUHT OymeT 60poThcs mpoTuB [JoHbsH FOHA?"

"O06BunuTH [IyHbsH FOHS B yOuiicTBe aBTapxa 1 ¢anbCUPUKAIIMNA KMIIEPATOPCKOT0 yKa3a, TeM CaMbIM
pa3rHeBaB 00TOB u mOmen?"

"Ila, 3TO eMMHCTBEHHAs 3aKOHHAs MIPUYKMHA. B KOHIE KOHIIOB, aBTapx LIsHL yMep TakKuM
nogo3puTebHEIM 00pa3oM. V [IyHbsiH KOHS, KOHEUHO, He XBaTUT CUJI, YTOOHI YOUTH aBTapxa, HO C
TIOMOIIIbI0 HEOPTOOKCAIbHBIX CPEJCTB OH MOT OBl 3TO CHenaTh."

"OcTaBbTe UX B IOKOe. YeM UHTeHCHUBHee OymeT ux 6opn0a, TeM JIydlle Ay Hac", - cKasal KOpOoJjb
HOx#noro 3ana.

"TlocTpapmaioT HeBUHHBIE. BOT 3HAET, CKOJILKO UX IMOruOHeT B 60pr0e UMIIEpaTOPCKOM CeEMbH 3a TPOH".

"Ha nmpoTsXKeHuu BCel NCTOPUM TeOoKpaTuu, KaXkablid pa3, KOrga TPOH OKa3hIBaJICS BaKaHTHHIM, a
KaHOUAAThl OTKa3bIBaIUCh IPUHSATH CUTYyaIMI0, Pe3y/IbTaTOM Bceraa Obla KpoBaBasi 60MHS", -
B3poxHy Kopons HebecHoro 3ana.

"Hac X[OyT HECITOKOWHBIE BpeMeHa. Bo3MoxkHO, y Hac OyHeT ITaHC BEPHYTHCS", - CKa3aa KOpoJib 3aja
Ku3zuu.

"TIoCKOJIbKY IBOPIIOBHIM BIIAABIKA €Ile HUUero He cKa3asl, Mbl He [MOJIKHEI TOBOPUTH 00 9TOM", -
peaynpenuna Koposib 3ana byaymero.

“TvI mpaB. MHI OJOXKIEM U IOCMOTPUM".

"MmM..." Bce 4eTBepO KMBHYJIU B YHUCOH.
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