3BYK OTKPHIBAIOLIENCS APEBHEH ABepH ObLT KpaliHe HEMTPUSTHEIM, BMECTE C HUM BO3HUKIIO
HEOIMCYeMOe laBlIeHNe U YYBCTBO UPpPaLXOHAIBHOT0 CTpaxa. I10 Kako#-To IpUYKNHE 5 He pelascs
TIOBEPHYTH T'OJIOBY B CTOPOHY [IBEPH, He CBOAA Ta3 ¢ Cumyca.

C HuM OBIJIO TO Xe caMoe, S BUaeJI, KakK HEPBHO JPO2KaT €ro 3padyKu. 3By'K He yTHUXaJl HECKOJIBKO
CEeKYH], a 3aTEM PE3KO IIPEKPATHUJICA, HO HUKTO U3 HaC HE JeJiaJl HUKAKUX OBUKEHUU U HE
OCMeEJINBAJICA IIOBEPHYTH I'OJIOBY, YTOOBI IIOCMOTPETh Ha OBEPL. Yxkac ckoBan moe cepaone, IMo4Tu
6633By‘-IHbII;I IIeIIoT, CJIOBHO 3BaJl MEHA, NCKYIas B3TJIAHYTh XOTh OOHUM I'JIa3KOM.

Temno oka3anoch 6e33aIUTHEIM IIepel He3HaKOMBIM T0JI0COM, OH 3aBOPaXKuBaJl, S3bIK, Ha KOTOPOM OH
oOpaiascs Ko MHe, He ObIT MHE 3HaKOM, OH OBIJT BeCbMa MPUYYIJIMB, MITKO TOBOPS, HO CTPAHHBEIM
00pa3oM s CMOT TIOHSTh ero, KakK OyITO OH 3By4asl IPsSIMO B MOEM CO3HAHUH.

Moe Teno Hadano 6ecco3HaTeILHO TIOBOPAYMBATLCS, B TO BpeMsl Kak MOM pa3yM nportecrtoBai: "Her,
Hesb3s! CTOUT MHE TOJIBKO IIOCMOTPETH, U g oruOHY!". { He 3HaJ, 0TKy[da B3S/IMCh TaKue MBICIIH, HO
Ha MIHOBEHME 5 OIIYTUJI BHYTPEHHIO 60pb0Y: MO OPAaKOHBM MHCTUHKTH TpeOOoBaiu, YTOOH! 5
IIOCMOTPEJI, B TO BpeMs Kak Mosi 6oJiee paloHaabHasl CTOPOHA OTKa3blBajlach CIBUHYTHCS C MECTA.

HeBonbHO s B3Iy Ha Cumyca, HO YBUIEI HA €T0 JIKIe BhpaxeHue yxkaca. OH MemJIeHHO
TIOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY IBEPH C BhIpaXkKeHHEeM 0eCCHUIKS Ha JIWIlEe, ¥ B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/la Hallli
B3TJISIIbI BCTPETHUIIUCH, B €T0 TJIa3aX MeJIbKHYI0 MOIb0a, CIIOBHO OH ITPOCHU MEHS O TIOMOIIIH,

YBumeB 3T0, MOSI palliOHaIbHAS CTOPOHA, HAKOHeIl, mo0eniia, 1 S IMOCIEITHO TePeMEeCTHUICS, YTOOR
TIEPEKPHITH eMy 0030D, PACIIOJIOKUBIIUCE MEXKIY HUM U IpeBHeH aBepbio. C MouMU
YBEJTUYHUBUIUMUCS rabapuTaMu s JIETKO 3aCJIOHUT €T0 OT ABEPH.

JIuno Cupgyca paccinabuiocs, IIedn OMyCTUIUCh, 3aTeM OH OBICTPO 3aKMYPUII I'1a3a U 60Jbile He
OTKpBIBaJ UX U faxke He MeBenuics. 4 yke coOupasncs 4To-To CKa3aTh, KOTAa TOYYBCTBOBA
XOJIOOHBEIA BETEPOK Ha Ilee, KaK OyATO KTO-TO HIM YTO-TO AHIIIAJI0 MHE B CIIHHY.

BHOBBL BO3HUKIIO YYBCTBO yKaca, OT JIEITHOTO BeTpa Yy MeHs 3afpoxanu yemnryiiku. Kpaem riasa s
3aMeTHJI, YTO CO BCeX CTOPOH Ha MeHs HaJIBUraeTcsl TeHb. He pa3gyMbiBasi, 1 peIIUTENIbHO 3aKPHLT
riasa.

BEIIIO CITHIITKOM ITO3[HO YTO-U00 MPeAnpUHUMATh, U Y MeHS ObIIIO YYBCTBO, YTO €CJIM MbI II00EKUM,
TO BCE 3aKOHYUTCS COBCEM He TakK, KaK HaM X0TeJiochk Obl. “Ycmokoiics, Spup, eciu 6bl 3TO CYIIECTBO
MOTJIO IIPUYMHUTL HaM Bpe, OHO ObI CHiesiajio 3TO B TY K€ CeKyH/Y, KaK BHIIIIO 3a ABEPD, HO ITOKa
YTO OHO 9TOTO He CejIaio, TakK YTO OHO, BEPOSITHO, 0C1a0JIeHO, BO3MOXKHO, EQUHCTBEHHEIHM CII0CO0,
KOTOPBEIM OHO MOXKET IOBJIUSTh Ha HAC, 3TO €CJIM MbI Ha HETO IIOCMOTPUM?" - MBEICJIEHHO ITPO0OpMOTAI
s1, IBITAICh OTBJIEYBCS OT OLIYIIEHUS, YTO KTO-TO IIPUKAJICSI CBOUM JIUIIOM K MOEMY.

"Cupyc, 4To OBl HY CITy4MJIOCh, HEe OTKPHIBaii ria3al" - ckas3as s eMy, Ha YTO OH OTBETHII
BCTPEBOKEHHEIM TOHOM.



"¢ 3Hato, OpaT, HO 9TO TPYAHO, .. CJIOBHO MOE TEJIO IBITAETCS ABUTAThCS IPOTUB MOEeH BOMH" -
IIPOILIeNTasl OH.

"JepT, uTO XKe menaTh? Cumyc, mIoxoxe, He CMOXKET MPOoAepkKaThCd AONro" - MOM pa3yM Hadals
OellleHO MeTaThCs, S IMBITAJICS IPUAYyMaTh pellleHne, KaK BAPYT KO MHe B TOJIOBY IIPHUILTIa OfHA UAes.

¢ 6€3MOIBHO MOTSHYJICS K CBOEM HeJaBHO MPHOOPETEHHOMN 3eMJITHOM CTUXHHU, XOTh U OUYeHb
cnabeHbKOM M3-3a MPHUCYTCTBUS 3JI0BEIel TEMHOM MaHBI, HO BCE JKe €€ CUJIBI 0Ka3aJIoCh IOCTATOYHO
[JIST TOTO, YTO S 3aAyMaJl, BeOb MBI OBLIH I10[] 3eMJIEH.

[Tpu moMoIM MaHHEL 9 CO37al Ha Halux ¢ CUyCcOM NTHIlaX CBOEr0o pofa 3eMJITHbIE MaCKH,
3aKphIBaOIIMe Hallli I'Jla3a U He I03BOJIFI0LIMe HaM "yBUOETh" TO, YTO MBI HE [NOJI2KHEI BULETE.
"Cunyc?" - TpEeBOXKHO IIPOU3HEC 4.

"9T0 TBOS MaHa, 6paT?" - OCTOPOKHO CIIPOCHUTI OH, Ha YTO SI OTBETUJI B3TOXOM 00JIeTYeHUSs, TIOHSB,
YTO C HUM BCE B MOPSITKE.

"ITa, TOMBKO [TOKA He ABUTaucy..." {1 He yCIien 3aKOHYUTH IPEAioKeHre, KakK B BO3OyXe pa3falcs
IIPOH3UTEIbHLIN KPUK, OT KOTOPOT0 ¥ MeHs 3abomnenu 6apabaHHbIE IEPEIIOHKY U 3aTPSICIIUChH KOJIEHHU.
Kpuk GblsT Ype3BEIYaifHO FPOMKHM, Ka3aJ0Ch, OH MOT BO3[IeMCTBOBATh Ha HAC Ha GU3UYECKOM
YPOBHE, S1 He MOT IT000POTE APOXKb.

CymecTtBo, yeM Okl OHO HU Ob110, OBITIO Pa3THEBAHO, BO3MOXKHO, M3-3a TOTO0, YTO 5 TIOMeIasl eMy
uckycuth Cumgyca? 51 4yBCTBOBaJI, YTO OHO 3aMePJI0 B HECKOIbKUX AIOMMaxX OT MOETO JIMIA, OTUEro 10
II03BOHOYHUKY NTpo0esKany Mypallky. f He 3HaJI, C 4eM CTOJIKHYJICS, ¥ 9TO TOJIBKO YCUJIMBAJIO CTPaX,
HO S M30 BCEX CUJI CTApasiCd He IBUraThCsl, HECMOTPS Ha ApoxKallie HOTH.

[Temepy cTano OLUIYTUMO MOTPSIXMBATh, BOKPYT HAC 3allleBENIUIIACh IPEBHSS CHJla, OHA He Ka3anach
YeM-TO 3JIOBEIMM, a Ha000pOT, Hecya B cebe TEIIOTY ¥ KaK0e-TO CTPAHHO 3HAKOMOE OIIyIIeHue.
Kak TOMBbKO MOSIBUIIOCH 3TO HOBOE IIPUCYTCTBUE, T€Hb, HABUCIIIAs HAMl MOeH TOJI0BOM U HBIIIAIIAs
IIPSIMO MHE B JIMIIO0, OTIIPSIHYJIa Ha3ap,.

4l 4yBCTBOBAJI €€ COMPOTUBIIEHNE Yepe3 KonebaHus MaHb B Bo3myxe. OHa MeTasach, IBITAsICh
0CBOOOIOUTHLCS OT MOTy4Yel CUIBI, KOTOpas Tall[ija ee Ipoyb. BCKope 10 mmeliepe pa3Heccs 3BYK
3aKPHIBAIOIIENCS IBEPH, @ BMECTE C HUM - UCTOIIHLIN KPUK, KOTOPBIA MCY€E3 BOAIIH.

BAHT

CHOBa BoLlapuiiach TULIVHA, HO HYU 1, HU CUAYC He CMeJIU NOLIeBeIUThCSA. MBI 0CTaBaIuch Ha MeCTe,
Ka3aJIoCh, I1eJIyI0 BEYHOCTh, [T0Ka 51 HAKOHeIl He II0YYBCTBOBAJ, UTO 3TO MeCTO CHOBa Oe3omacHo. I
MeJJIEHHO IIPOTSIHY PYKY, YTOOB CHSTh 3eMJISIHYIO "MacKy", 1 HepeIIuTeIbHO OTKPHLI I'J1a3a, HO
CIIyCTs MTHOBEHUE 3aMep OT YAUBJIEHUS U II0Ka.



"Cupmyc, THl MOXKeIllb CHSTh CBOIO MAacKy..." - IPOIIeNTar s, 4YTO OH U chesal.

"Bpart... a Kyga nopeBasiach OBEPh?" - CIPOCUII OH, B 3aMellaTe/IbCTBE OrJISAbIBAsACE I10 CTOPOHAM.

Ha atot BOIIPOC MHE HEYEero OBLIJIO OTBETUTEL. MHEI HaXOOMJIKCh B TOM K€ CaMOM MECTe, HO 110 KaKOH-TO
IIpu4YnHe JIpeBHefI OBEPHU CO CTPDAHHBIMH CUMBOJIAMU HUTE HE OBLTIO. Hemepa Ha HaIllKX T'JiIa3aX
CTaHOBHJIACh BCe TJ'IYG}KG, CJIOBHO PACKPBITAA IMaCTh YyOOBHIIlA, HO IBEPH UCYEIJIA.

"YTo Ke, 4epT BO3bMHU, IPOU30LII0?' - BHYTpPeHHe pobopMoTan 5.

"He 3Haro..." - mpou3HecC g B OTBET Ha Bompoc Cupyca.

Ero temo 3ameTHO B3OPOTHYJIO, KOT'Ha OH BCIIOMHHUII O TOM, YTO TOJIBKO YTO IIPOU3O0IIJIO, IIPEXKIOE YEM
OH CIIPOCHII.

"MBI IPOIOIIXKKAM UIIU BEePHEMCS Ha3am?"

YcnbimaB 370, s IpakTHdecKu 6e3 KonebaHul pa3BepHYJICSA Ha3al, HO 3aTeM OCTaHOBUJICS. C OHOM
CTOPOHEI, 9Ta " TBaph" Obl/Ta Ype3BLIYANHO OIMIAcHA, S YYBCTBOBA/ ce0st COBEPIIEHHO OeCIIOMOIIHEIM
PSOOM C Hel, XOTS [aXKe He 3Hall KaK OHa BHITIAAUT. Ho, C Ipyroi CTOPOHEI, II0X0XKe, ee CHepKuBaia
KaKas-TO YOUBUTEJILHO 3HaKOMas CHUJIa.

'MoxeTt 6BITI:>, J:[p(:lKOH?I - IIOAYMalJl 4, IIpexXae 94eM OTBETUTh CEPhe3HBIM TOHOM.

"[TaBayl IpOMAEMCS ellle HEMHOI'0, €CJIM CUTyalldsl CTAHET ellle OllacHee, TO Ml BepHeMCs Ha3afn".
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