ITpOIIII0O HECKOJIBKO THEH.

3a 3TV HEeCKOJIbKO nNHed VUHBI0I UCII0Ib30Bajla HeCKOILKO CII0C000B, 4TOOL HAUTH cienbl UHCI03, HO
eil He yOaJoch UX 00HAPYKHUTb.

OmHaKo I[apCTBO HUPBAHEI OBIJI0O OTPOMHEIM, ¥ TOJIKO BEJTHKHE IAaparOHEl MOTJIM OeJIaTh TaM BCe, UTO
UM 3a071aropacCymuTCs.

Omacasich, 4TO (paklLus ee Bpara caeaeT 4To-Hubyab ¢ ummnepuei Lluns, MHBI03 OKOHYATEIhHO
OTMEHMJIa CBOE HaMepeHue B3ITh MacTepa Meda FICTOKa B TEMHO€ 11apCTBO.

Ecnu GObl ero He OBITIO PSIAOM, OPYTue KHSI3bsS MOTJIM OBl IIOMBITAThCSl PACIIMPUTH CBOE BIIUSIHUE.

Xotst ummnepuen LIuHb aOCOTIOTHO TOYHO YIIPABIISAI uMIepaTop LIuHb, MOCIegHUE peaKo ObIBaI TaM.

C mpyro# CTOPOHEH, 3Ta [epiKaBa IIPOU3BOIUIA OTPOMHOE KOIHYECTBO PECYPCOB. KOHTPOIHPOBATE €€
- 3HAUYUT UMEThH BO3MOKHOCTE TI0JIy4aTh OOJIbIIE PECYPCOB.

ITocne Toro, KakK BCe IIPUTOTOBIIEHUA OBLIH 3akoH4YeHHl, JIo Tsaub u UHBI09 HEMEeIJIeHHO OTIIPABUJINCH
B TEMHO€ LIapPCTBO.

Bait F03 u Xa#t K03 Haxogumuck B KOMHaTe apTedakToB MHBI09, a OHa U MIHBIO3 - B KOMHATe
aptedakToB, nprHeCeHHbIX JIeHr HuH.

[Tepen yxomom OHM TallHO BCTpeTUNIUCh C JleHr HuHroMm u crapeuuusou Jly.

3aTteM MHBIO3 IIPpUKa3adjla IIPUBECTHU HX.

9T0 OBINIO CHEeNIaHo IJIs TOro, YTOOBI CKPHITh, YTO OHU YIIUIA B IPYTOE MECTO.

Koneuno, Jlenr HuH u crapeuuvta Jly He 3Ha/Iu, Kyga OHYA HANIPABIISAOTCA.

CormacHo IIIIany WHDBI09, OHU OONMXKHEI OBLITM ITIOMEHSITHCS MeCTaMHU Ha IMONIIyTH.

Jlo TaHb He 3HaJI, KaK OHU IOMAaAyT B 3allepTOe TEMHOE 1[apCTBO, B JAHHBIM MOMEHT OHU IIPOIIIN
yepe3 MHOXKeCTBO 06J1acTell IapCTBa HUPBAHEL ¥ IIPUOLIIN B KOHEL] BCEJIEHHOM.

Kownern BCEJIEHHOM HEMHOI'O TEMHBEIH, IIOTOMY YTO TaM HET 3BE3[1, CBET TaM HUCXOOUT TOJIEKO OT
TOpAIIuX MEeTeO0POB.



Aypa TaM OBlzla HaCTOJIBKO CHJIBHOM, YTO JlaXKe TaKou Cliabblil Kyl1bTUBATOP, Kak JIo TSHb,
YyBCTBOBAJ ce0s1 HEYIOTHO, XOTS ¥ HaXOOUJICS B KOMHATe C apTedaKTaMHu.

OpHaKOo, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO 3TO ORI OT[IaJIeHHEIM PEruoH, 30eCh ObIJI0 0YeHb MHOTO Jtofel. Tam
MOXKHO OBIJIO HAUTU OECATKH THICSY I'MIaHTCKAX KOBYETOB.

Ha cTeHax BCeneHHOM HaXOOUTCS TMTaHTCKas YepHad ObIpa, KOTOpPas IMOCTOAHHO BpalllaeTCAd.

KoBueru noodepenHO BXOOUIIU B YEPHYIO ABIPY. MIHOTa BCTpe4yaeTCsl U KOBYET, KOTOPBIY BEIXOOUT U3
YepHOU [BIPHL.

"9T0 mopTan B 1apcTBo CBATOM 3Be3Mbl, OH O/MkKe BCEro K I[apCcTBy TbMH", - CKa3ajia eMy MHBI09.

HecMmoTps Ha TO, YTO OHM HAXOOHUIKCH BHYTPH IIPOCTPAHCTBA apTedaKTOB, OHU BCE eIlle MOTJIH
BUOETh CHAPYXKH.

"3HauuT, B fapcTBe CBATOM 3BE3Mbl €CTh IIOPTaJI, BEOYIIKH B TEMHOE 11apCTBO?" CIIPOCHII OH.

"HeT, HUKAKOro mopTraja Tyaa HeT. Mbl ufem mpsiMo 4epes MyCTOTy", - OTBETHUIa OHa.

s JIo TaHs 9T0 ObUI HACTOSIINH IIIOK.

OH HMYero He 3HaJ 06 3TOM MeCTe, XOTS YK€ BUEJI €ro BO CHe, KOrga KacaJiCsd 4YepHOro Mmedva B
CBOEM NYXOBHOM MHDE.

ITo CJIYyXaM, 3TO O4YE€Hb OIIaCHOE MECTO.

CrapeimuHa Jly u Jleur HuH napunu B IpoCcTpaHCTBeE.

[TepBast sIBHO He XOTeJIa CTOSITh B 0Yeper, OHA BHIIYCTHUIIA CBOIO aypy TakK, UTO OnuxKaiiiue KOBYETH
OB OTOPOIIIEHE! JAJIEKO B CTOPOHY.

Ipyrue KoBUeru OBICTPO yJIeTEeNH, HUKTO He OCMEJIUIICS IMMONOUTH K Hel CIUIIKOM OI13KO.

JItogu, KOTOpPBIE MOTJIM IIPUUTHU B 9TO MECTO, B OCHOBHOM M€ 0YeHb CUJIBHOE IIPOUCXOXKAEHUE, ¥
HUX, TI0 KpaliHel Mepe, OBII IPeNoK IaparoH.

OJIHaKO rnepen TaKuM BEICOKOYPOBHEBEIM IIaPAaroHOM, KdkK CTapefIHIHHa Hy, OHHU MOTJIH TOJIBKO
OIIYCTHUTE I'OJIOBY.



CrapeiimuHa Jly 6bICTPO IPUOBIT K YEPHOU JHIpE.

OKa3zamoch, 94TO Hepeq YePHOU ABIPOM CTOSAI CTapuK. OH BRITTISIEN TAKUM XK€ CTapbIM, KakK U
crapelnimuHa JIy, ero ria3a OBUIM COBCEM MaJleHbKMMHU, HO IIPU 3TOM OHU OBLIM IIOX0XKU Ha Ba
COJIHIIA.

Jlo TstHb 3HaJI, 4TO OH OBIJT XpPAHUTEJIEM MOPTaia. KOHeYHO, HCIIoIb30BaHKe TTOpTasla OblI0 He
OecmmaTHEIM. HecMOTpst Ha TO, 9YTO OH CYIIECTBOBAJI C IPEBHUX BPEMEH, UM YIIPaBJIsiiia
ompepneneHHas ¢pakiys. [ moamepKaHus CyIIeCTBOBAHUS IIOpTaia Takxke TpebyeTcs 60IIbInoe
KOJIMYECTBO JEHeT.

Crapuk IToKa3ascs TOJIbKO Korfia rmopouien ctaperimuHa J1y, Jlo TsHb He MOT He MoI000IE TCTBOBATh
0 €ero JINYHOCTH.

"Kto oH?" - cripocunl oH y MHEBI0S.

"Xa," - Tux0 PripkHyna MHBI03, Tpexke YeM OTBETUTS, - "Bcero nuilb cobaka Mimmepuu HebecHoro
Consia."

"3HauuT, oH U3 uMnepun Hebecuoro ComHIa".

KoneuHo, oH 0b11 He co6aKoM, KaK CKa3ajia MHBI03, @ CTapenIInHOu.

Pa3 oH ocMesuiICcsS 0OCTaHOBUTH CTapeImuHy JIy, 3Ha4UUT, ero ypoBeHb Pa3BUTHS HOJIKeH ObITh Ha
OJIHOM YPOBHE C HEU.

OH IPOTSHYT PYKY K cTapedmuse JIy ¢ OTKPHITON JTafl0OHBIO.

OH ckazan: "Crapuk JIy, TH BCe ellle BHICOKOMEPEH, pa3Be Thl HE CTABUIIIb MeHs B CBOM r'f1a3a? 4 Onl
HUYEro He CKalaJl, eciid OBl TH ITPOCTO IepeOu ouepeb, HO TH TOXKe He 3aIllaTum'".

Hepmaneko OT YepHOM OBIPH AEMCTBUTEILHO HAXOAUIICS TIOCT OXPaHHbl, KaX bl Kopabyb, KOTOPHIH
JIeTell K YePHOU IbIpe, CHayasla OCTaHaB/IMBAJICS TaM, HO CTaperiurHa Jly He genan 3Toro.

"KpoMe TOT0, COTJIaCHO IIpaBuiiaM, IaparoH AOJIKeH IIaTUTh 0osbine", - §o0aBUI CTapuK.

"Xmd..." Crapenmuna JIy XonogHo GBIPKHYIA B OTBET.

Ona mocTana KOmbLo O XPaHEHHUA 1 6pocnna €ro B CTapHKa.

"Heyxemnu Thl JyMaelllb, YTO S HACTOJIbKO OeqHa, YTO He MOT'Y IT03BOJIUTh cebe IPOCTOM mopTall, -



CKa3adJla OHa.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 9TO BOIIPOC FOPHOCTH.

JIromu, OXpPaH4gBIIINE IIOCT, OBLIIM BCETO JIUIIh Ky‘-IKOfI 66CCMepTHBIX HMIIEPATOPOB 1 HECKOJIbBKUMH
CBSTBEIMH, CTapeﬁMHHa Hy, €CTEeCTBEHHO, HE OCTAHOBHIICA OBI nmepen TeM, YTOOBI OTKYIIUTBCA OT HHUX.

Ipyrue [Taparossl, BO3MOXKHO, He ObIM XpaOphIMU, HO K Hell 9TO He OTHOCHUJIOCH.

CTapuK [epKas KOJbI[0, KOTOPOe [ani eMy cTapeimmuHa Jy.

On IIOCMOTPEII Ha HET0 U II0Ka3aJl CBOM 30JIOTEIE 3y'6b1.

"Kcraty, cTapeuinta Jly, eCTb 1M IPUUYKUHA, 10 KOTOPOX BEL OTIIPABUJIUCH B 1IapCTBO CBATOU
3Be3bI?" crpocull oH. OH Cy3uJI rjla3a, YTOOBl YBUIETH JIUI0 CTaperInuHE JIy.

BOMNBIIMHCTBO TEX, KTO OTIIPABJIAETCSA B IaPCTBO CBSITOM 3BE3[IHI, - 3TO MOJIOOE IIOKOJIEHNE, UX
0OBIYHO OXpaHsdeT HpeBHPIfI CBSITOM, OYEHbB PeaKo MaparoH OTIIPABIIAETCA TyHdd JIMYHO. Ecnu,
KOHEYHO, HET 4eTr0-TO BaXKHOT'O.

CrapeimvHa Jly HegOBOJIBHO ITIOCMOTpeJia Ha BOIIPOC CTapuKa.

Ona (rIpKHYa ellle pas, Mpexfae yeM oTBeTUTh: "CTaphiii CyH, KaXKeTCs, B IIpaBuIax CKa3aHo, YTO
OXpaHHHUKaM 3allpeleHo CIIpalliBaTh 0 IPUYMHE BXOa JIoaen B mopTan.”

"HeT, 9TO MIPOCTO CIIOHTAHHKIK BOMIPOC, I He MPOIIy 0TBeTa", - 0TBeTUN crapel] CyH.

"Tebe myullle He IIBITAThCS CIIEIOBATh 3a MHOM, UHaye 51 yObio TeOs".

"Xe-xe-xe, THl YBEPEH, YTO CMOXKeIlb MeHs yOuTb? MoXKeT, 51 ¥ MPOUTrpa B IIPOIJILIA Pa3, KOTHa Mbl
CpaXaJucCh, HO 3a MOCJIeNHNe HECKOJIBKO JIeT MOst 60eBast MOIIb OUeHb CUJILHO Bo3pocia. Eciiu Mul
CHOBa Cpa3uMCsl, KTO IIPOUTPaET, a KTO BHIUTPaeT, CKa3aTh TPYOHO".

"O, THI MOXKeEIIb IOTPO00BATh, IOCMOTPHUM, KakK s clioMalo Tebe HOTY".

Jlyo Tans, "..."

"TToxoxe, oHM coOupaloTcs apathcsa?" ckasan JIyo TsHb, oOpalasichk K MHBIOA.

"Hy, octaBb 9T0", - oTBeTUIa UHBI03.



Ecnu Obl 0Ha BMeIIanach ceiiyac, crapeiunia CyHb, BEPOSTHO, TIOYYBCTBOBaJI OBl €€
CYIIeCTBOBaHME, U laxe ec/ii ObI OHA 3TOTO He Clellaa, OH cTaj Obl elle 60oee MOJO3PUTENTBHEIM K
cTrapeuiirHe Jly U3-3a ee CIELIKH.

CuTtyauus, Ka3anochk, HaKasiach MeXKIy AByMS CTAapUKaMHU.

Jlenr HuH, cTOsIBIIAs PSAIOM CO CTapeuImHou Jly, IpOCTO MoI4yana, HUYEero He roBopsi, II0X0Xe, OHa
He co0Hpasach BMEIIUBATHCS.

"Xwmrnd, maBaTe cHenaeM 3TO OMHUM yIapoM, He Tak Ju?" cpocun crapeinnia CyHb.

"X0poI110, OIHOTO yapa MHe XBaTUT, YTOOHI clioMaTh TeOe HOTY", - OTBETHUJI CTapelHa JIy.

JIromu CBIIIany ux Pa3roBop, 1 OT OCO3HAHHUA TOI'0O, YTO OHK GYI[YT CpPpaxXaThCsi, MHOTHE U3 MOJIOOOTO
IIOKOJIEHUA 3aTpeneTalnn.

CrapeilivHa, BO3TIABISABIINYI UX, Y2Ke PACKPHLI CBOIO JIUYHOCTh U CKa3aJjl, YTO OHM HaMHOTO CUJIbHEE
CBOMX IIPEJKOB, KOTOPHEIX OHYU CYUTaIN HEMOOeIUMBIMU CyIleCTBAMU.

Boit mofelt uxX ypoBHSI, KOHEYHO, OB Y4eM-TO HeBOOOPA3UMEBIM B X Tjla3aX. YBUEB uX 00¥ BOOUUIO,
MOXKHO OBIJIO XBACTaThCS. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, HE MHOTHE CMOTJIM YBAOETh OUTBY IaparoHoB, He TOBOPS
yKe 0 ImaparoHax BEICOKOT'0 YPOBHS.

Bymr... Your...

OHM OBUTANNCEH, B OMHO MTHOBEHHE NCYE3HYB U3 II0JIA 3PEHUA mopeli. HUKTo He 3HAET, I'Me OHH.

I'poxor...

Bopyr Boaneke pa3paincsa 04eHb TPOMKHUM TPOXOT.

Cpa3y ZKe II0CJie 3TOro IIOABHIIOCE OTPOMHO€E COJIHIIE.

ComnHile OBIIO 30JI0TOTO LIBETA, ¥ OT ETO CBETA B KOCMOCE CTAJI0 CBETIIO KaK JHEM.

"Boxke MOM, 3TO COJIHIIE TaKoe Xe O0JIbIIoe, Kak 0oIblIas IiaHeTa", - cCKa3aiyd MJIamiinye.

"HeT, OHO B IeCqTh pa3 00JIbIIIEe, 3TO TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, 9YTO OHO CJIMIOIKOM oaneko", - cKasaju CTapuiue,
0T4HET0 y MJIaAIIUX OTKPEIIIUCH PTHI.



C Ky'J'[bTPIBaLIPIeﬁ B 66CCMepTHOM [IapCTBE OHU MOTJIN YHUYTOXKUTH TEICAYH I'OP. Ho Gornbimas miaHeTa
HNJIM KOHTHHEHT BCE €I11e OBLIH OJid HUX CJIIMIIKOM OT'PDOMHBIM MECTOM.

IByX-Tpex JIeT He XBaTallo faxke 6eCCMEPTHOMY UMIIEPATOPY, YTOOH JONIETETh OT OJHOTO KOHIIA [0
IpyToro.

"“Takou CHJIBI CIMIIKOM MHOT0". Mafmme Hadyalu IPUXOIUTh B OTUASTHUE.

KT0 GBI MOT TTOMyMaTh, YTO TAKOM XymO¥ CTAPHUK, KaK cTapeimuHa CyH, MOXKET TauTh B CBOEM Telle
TaKy!0 OTPOMHYIO CHUITY.

3aTeM nepeq HUM ITOSIBUIICSI YePHBIM IPaKOH pa3MepoM C COJIHIIE.

I paKkoH CTyCTHJICS U3 MOJIHUM, HO OBITT HACTOJIBKO IIJIOTHBIM, YTO Ka3aJioCh, OYATO 3TO
NEeVCTBUTEJILHO IPAKOH.

Korpma oH 3aprryan, y MHOTHX IIPefCTaBUTENEN MOJIOLOTO [TOKOJIEHUS JIONHYIN OapabaHHbIe
TIEPETIOHKH, & HEKOTOPHIE HaXKe BHITUTIOHYIIA KPOBE.

"OH CNIUIIKOM CHUJIEH, HAM HYKHO YXOIOUTh, [I0Ka OHU He CTOJIKHYJIUCH", - CKa3aJl OOUH U3 CTapEullInH.

OHM HEMe[IJIeHHO HCII0Ib30BaIi CBOIO CKOPOCTh, YTOOR! YHATH OTTyHda. HUKTO He XOTeNl yMepeTh OT
yIapHOU BOJHBI UX OUTBEL.

OHU He TBITANIUCh MEJJIUTD, KaK TOJIbKO MOSBUIICS APaKOH, OH TyT kKe Opocuics K conuiy. ComHIe
TOKE IBUTAJIOCh B CTOPOHY ApPaKOHa.

YJIaprIe BOJIHEI, ITIOPOKOEHHBIE X OIBUXKEHUAMMN, OTTOJIKHYJIN JTaXKe Jlenr HuH, 1 0OHa B UTOTE TOXE
OTCTYIIXJIA Ha 3HAYUTEJIbHOE PACCTOSHUE.
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