[Tpo1miyio HeCKOJIBKO MeCSIEB C TOU MOPH], Kak YMIiepaTop MOCETUIT CEKPETHYIO 30HY. BEpHYBIINUCE B
Jloc-AHpKenec, OH 3aJI€T Ha OHO U cTajl HaOmonaTk. C KaXXIbIM MPOMAEHHBIM JHEM OBIBIIUN
Bragrika YenmoBeuecTBa BCE CUIbHEE U CUTIbHee yOexKasics B IPaBUIILHOCTU CBOETO BhIOOpa. ITOMY
MUDY OIlpefesIeHHO HyKHa XKECTKas U BIaCTHAs pykKa Jiuaepa, 4ToObl OTOTHATH JIIOfel C My TH
caMoyHUUTOXeHUs. MHaue...

HoBocTHEIE CBOOKY IIECTPENY MHOTOYUCIIEHHBIMY 3alUCSMHU, BUleOMaTepuanaMy, CBUIeTeIbCTBAMU
O4YeBHUALIEB ¥ KOMMeHTapusaMu. OdepenHoi 601 MexXay cBepxioabpMu. Eme onHO cpaxkeHue B Hpio-
Hopke, mexny Yenosexom-Ilaykom u Hocoporom. U mopu payioTCcs TOMY, 9TO TaKie JeBYIIKY
CTOAT Ha CTpaxke 3aKOHA U CIIPaBeNIMBOCTH.

Opuako MMnepaTop BUfEJ B 9TOM COBEPIIEHHO Apyroe. MoxkeT ObITh 3T JIOAU B KOCTIOMax
OTCTAMBAIOT CIIPABEIJIMBOCTh ¥ 3aKOH, HO OHU 3TO MiealoT 0ECKOHTPOILHO U CIIMIIKOM CBOEBOJIBHO. B
IIpoliecce 9THUX JIpakK yiep6 MOXKeT OIeHUBAThCS COTHSMU THICSY HOJITIAPOB, €CIIM He MUJUTMOHAMH U
He MuJIrappaMu. [lyckay cyneprepou CTPeMSTCS 3allUTUTh IPOCTHIX JTIOAEN, HO XKEPTBEI
Hens0exHEL. U 3T0, He 6epsi B paCYET KPYIHEIE CTOJIKHOBEHUS, TI0CTIeIHEE U3 KOTOPHIX ITPOU30IIII0
IBa OHS Halap. B xome 6ost B [leTpoiiTe KoMaHOa McTUTeel pa3Hecia Y4eTBEPTh TOPO/ia, IIHITAsICh
OCTaHOBUTBE 37107ieeB. KoHeuHo CTapK MOKPHIIa OO0IBIIYIO YaCTh PacX0ooB — HO TEM HE MEHee.

3T10 YZXKe CuCTeMa. JIroou He 3a7a0TCH BOIIPOCOM, IIOYEMY, 3a4€M U KdK. HeKOTopre U3 93TUX
OOAaPEHHBIX MHOWNBUOOB OIdBHO CTAJIA MEIUUHBIMA JTUYHOCTSIMH, CO CBOUM 6peHI[OM 1 TOPTrOBBEIMHU
MadpPKadMH. ['BeHer CTapK TOMY HarJIsOHBIN ImpuMen. U aT0 BCE COIIPOBOXKOAETCA YBEIINUEHUEM
KOJIN4eCTBa MYTAaHTOB, YHUCJIOM XKEPTB U HMHOIIJITAaHETHOU yrp030171.

HiMmiepaTop COCTaBUII OBOIBHO CI0XKHYI0 MaTEMAaTUYECKYI0 MOMIeIb C MHOTOYHCIIEHHBIMU
nepeMeHHBIMU. OH B35IJT B PACUET BCE — HAaYMHAS OT ITOCTOSTHHOT'O YBEJTMYEeHUs MYTaHTOB,
pas3HorIacuii Mexay CTpaHaMM, BOWHBI M TOMY IIOJO0HOTO. B uTOTe y HETO MOIyYUIOCh OQUHHAALATh
BapUaHTOB Pa3BUTUS OyAyIero Ha 6/uKaliie OBe THICAYM JEeT. [|Ba U3 HUX — ONTUMUACTUYHEIE
IIPOTHO3HI, TTIE YeJI0OBEYECTBO CMOXKET CYIIIECTBOBATh B TapMOHUM U Mupe. Ho oHM TpeOyoT
KaTajau3aTopa — Yero-To Takoro, YTO CMOXKET 3aCTaBUTh JTI0fel 00 e AUHUTHCS Iepes MuloM 6osee
CTpaIHoM yrpo3:l. [a, Torga He moTpebOyeTcsl BMelIaTenbCTBO MMnepaTopa. JIrogu caMy CMOTYT
CIIPABUTLCSA C TPYAHOCTSIMHU, Oe3 ero nmomoru. OgHaKO, BEPOSITHOCTh Pa3BUTUS OYOYIIETO 110 TAKOMY
yTu — KpaiiHe Mana. Cyneprepou, oHU — cuja u cinabocTh miofel 3Toi 3emnu. OHU HEM3BECTHLIE
IIepeMeHHEIE, KOTOPHIE CIIOCOOHHI KaK BO3BLICUTDH YEJIOBEUECTBO, TaK M CTATh €ro morudesnbio. CaMbli
TIeCCUMUCTHUYHEBIN IPOTHO3 IIPeCcKa3biBaeT ru0esb ImaaHeTs B OnuxKaiiiie JBaflaTh JIeT.

BmemaTenscTBo MniepaTopa Hen30ekKHO — OH 9TO IpeKpacHo moHuMas. Y B cBoux mjaHax 3aiies
TaK HajieKo, YTO CTaJl PACCYMUTHIBAThL Hanbojee ONTHMAaIbHBEINA BapHaHT IPHUBENeHUs 3eMJIU IO CBOM
KOHTPOJIb. CHOBa €ro pa3yM 006paTusics K MEPOBOMY I'OCIIOACTBY. UTo OB OH HU fenal, Kakue
BapUaHTHI HU TIPEeANPUHUMAJ, BCE MpuBeaeT K KOHQNuUKTY. [Tyckait OH KOIHYJI BCETO JIUIIIh
IIOBEPXHOCTh, HO UMEIOIIMUXCS 3HAHUM JOCTATOYHO, YTOOH CKa3aTh — €r0 B3TJIAAbl CIUIIKOM HYKIbI
IJIs1 MeCTHBEIX. HeMHOTHe corlacHB pa3fesiuTh ero no3unuio. I109Ty A1 Bcex OH OyeT KpOBaBhIM
THPAHOM-TEXHOKPATOM, YTO 3aTOHUT YeJI0BEYECTBO B TIOPbMY. W [y aToro eMy TpedyeTcsl OrpoMHast
apMUs ¥ TPOU3BOJICTBEHHbIE MOITHOCTH, YTOOR CHAOOUTL U BOOPYXKUTH €€. MmepaTop
paccMaTprBall BO3MOXKHOCThL IpHMeHeHHs [ pOMOBBIX BOMHOB ¥ IPHUIIET K BHIBOIY — OHU BCE
YCIOXHAT. JTiomu OYAyT COMPOTHUBISATHCS ellle CUnbHee. M1 0H COMHEBaJICS, UTO OHM OyOyT TakK ke
a(pdekTrBHH, KaK Ha CTapoi 3eMmie.

Cy11ecTByIOT HECKOIPKO BApUAHTOB, O1arofiapsi KOTOPEIM MOXKHO n30eKaTh KPYIIHOM BOWHH. [1epBEIil
OH Ha3Bas «ToranbHbEM KOHTpONE». [10 CBOEY PUPOZE OH OMEP3UTeNIeH U IPOTUBeH VMmepaTopy.
EMy mpupeTcs co3gaTh HECKOIBKO IICU-YCUNTUTENe, OXBaTUTh MU BCIO IIJIAHETY ¥ MEHTaIbHO
IIOOYMHUTH CBOEU BOJie YenoBedecTBO. Ho Torga Mooy CTaHyT ero MapuoOHEeTKaMy — JIMIIATCS BCETO.



U ou cam YﬁbéT CBOIO M€YTY, CO30aB BApPII-3aBUCUMOCTE. Y10 MOXKET IIPUBECTH K O9Y€Hb CEPBE3HBIMN
HETaTUBHBIM IIOCJIEJCTBUAM.

EcTb 6otee ONTUMUCTHYHEINA BapuaHT. CTaTh CIIACUTEJIEM YejI0BeYeCTBa. BEICTYIUTL TapaHTOM MUpa
¥ CTabUIIbHOCTU — TeM 0ACTHOHOM, YTO CMOXKET HaTh OTIIOP MHOIJIaHEeTHOM yrpo3e. M moTom
IIOCTEINIEHHO MMPOBECTH MHTETPALMIO U MIOAMSTH BCe MTPaBUTENbCTBA oy cebsi. Ho cHoBa oH TpebyeT
apMUIO U HafIe?KHBIX COI03HUKOB. U ellle TEXHOJIOTMH, YTO MO3BOJISIT TOYHO CKa3aTh, YTO IIPOHUCXOOUT
B COCEHUX 3BE3[IHBIX CUCTEMAaxX U 3apaHee MOAr0TOBUTHCS K MHO3EMHOMY BTOPKEHHUIO. ITO
HanOoJjiee OMTUMaIbHEIN U UealbHbIM BapHaHT, HO OH HauboJiee TPYIeH B UCIIOTHEHUHN.

B nporiecce HabmoneHus 3a XXKU3HBIO Topofa, MiMmnepaTtop o0HapyKui MI000TEITHOE SBIEHNUE.
[TopoxkaeHne 4eI0Be4YeCcKOM MUGOIOTUY — BaMIUPHL. [1yCcKall BHEIITHE OHU ITOYTH HUYEM He
OTJIMYAIUCh OT OOBIYHBIX JIIOMEH, HO MX BEIOAET KpaliHe HU3Kas TeMIepaTypa Teja. ITH CO3MaHus
TIOSIBJISIIOTCS Ha Y/IMIIAX ropofa Houbi0. HeKOTOphle PUCKYIOT BRIXOOUTH HHEM, 06Ma3aBUINCh TOJICTHIM
CJI0EM COJTHIIe3AIIUTHOTO KpeMa. YKCITo uX He KPUTUYHO — CKOpee Jaxke MU3epHo. TeM He MeHee,
HmmepaTop meprogudecKy u3ydall UX CO CTOPOHEI, TOOOOHO OXOTHHUKY, YTO IIO3HAET CBOIO GYTYIIYIO
JKEpTRY.

3aKOHYMB CBOM OYEpPe[HbIe, JONTUEe Pa3MBIIUIeHNs, iMIepaTop MOKUHYI CBOE BPEMEHHOE YOEKHUIIE
¥ BHIIIETT Ha OTKPHITHEIE BO3AyX. EMy He HyKeH OT/bIX B IPUBEIYHOM IIOHUMaHUM. Brnaromaps cBoei
CHJIe OH CIIOCO0EH OJIroe BpeMs MOAaepKUBATh CBOM OpraHu3M B ToHyce. Ho Buf... YTo-TO B
rayOuHe ero OyIIY OYeHb CHJIBHO TOCKOBAJIO II0 CTapoi 3eMiie, C €€ BO3TyXOM, 3eJIEHEIMU
ner3aXkaMy U KPUCTAJIbHO YMCTHIM CHHUM He60oM. EMy IPUSTHO CO3€pIaTh 3TO BHOBB.

OH mocmoTtpen Ha He0o. Ha sipkuil comHeuyHbd ouck. MMnepaTtop MOpruyi. ¥ Mup uaMeHuscs.

Korga MMmepaTop OTKPHIT I'/1a3a, OH 00HAPYKHUJ ce0s B COBEPIIEHHO APYTrOM MeCTe. OTO He THXUHN
3eJIEHBIN IapK B mpuropone Jloc-AHxKeseca, 00CTaBIeHHbIH JeKOPAaTUBHEIMU PacTeHusIMuU, 6eomn
KaMeHHOM MJIUTKOM, yOOOHEIMHU JTaBOYKaMu ¥ ypHamMu. OH OBICTPO orisimesicsi. bomblie Bcero 3To
MEeCTO HaIllOMHMJIO €My CTaphlil YIOTHBIM UpPJIaHACKUii 1ab. BcE€ BHYTpHU cheflaHO U3 HaTypasibHOTO
nepeBa. B HECKOJIBKO PSIOB BLICTPOEHH! YIOTHBIE KPACHbBIE CTOJIMKHU C JTaBOYKaMU, YTO CIIOCOOHE
BMECTHUTH [I0 IIECTH YeJIoBeK. [ToMuMO HUX, B OOIBLIIIOM 3ajie CTOSINIU ¥ 601ee KOMIIAKTHBIE ITPEIMETEI
nekopa. Ha mpoCTOpHBIX TOAOKOHHMKAX PaCIOIOXKHUIUCh YXOXKEHHbIE paCTeHU. AKKypaTHBIE
TJIMHSTHBIE Ba3bl C YTOHUEHHBIMM PUCYHKaMu. MiMmepaTop cpa3y o0paTuil BHUMaHUe Ha TO, YTO
HMCTOYHMKA CBeTa HeT. Hu OfHOM TaMIIBl M CBETUJIBHUKA, HO IIPU 3TOM B 3aJie JOCTATOYHO SPKO.

Teno MimmepaTopa Toxke u3MeHunoch. OH GoJbllle He HAXOOUICS B XPYIIKOM cocyne pebeHka. Kakum-
TO 06pa3oM ero ObII0e OIPOMHOE TEJI0 BepPHYI0Ch K HeMy. OH CHOBa YETHIPEXMETPOBBI TUTAHT,
3aKOBaHHBIM B 30JI0TYI0 OPOHIO, C AJIMHHEIMU YePHBIMHU BOJIOCaMU U aypoy Benuuusi. C HUM BCe €T0
OpyXre — OTHEHHBIM MeY U MacCHUBHAad JlaTHas llepyaTKa C ATUHHBIMUA KOTTSIMU.

HmmepaTop He ONMH B 3aje. 3a aKKyPaTHBIMU CTOJTMKAMHU CHUOST MHOTOYMCIIEHHBIE T'YMaHOUIHEIE
Gurypsl 1 M0 60ITAIOT Ha OTBJIEYEHHEBIE TeMBl. Cpegu HUX €CTh U JIIOIU, YTO HOCST OfeKOY
PA3/IMYHEBIX 310X ¥ BpeMEeH — PUMCKUE MOJIUTUKY, CaMypaH, PHIIapy MO3THET0 CPeIHEBEKOBhS,
amMa30HKU. Ho KpoMe HUX IMPUCYTCTBYIOT ¥ KCEHOCH, POOOTHI ¥ YTO-TO HH(EPHAbHOE.

Wmnepatop cunen y 6apHol cToiku. KakuM-To 4ymoM GUKCUPOBaHHBIN, BPAIIAIOMIUNACS CTYII
CIIOKOWHO [iepzKaJl ero BHYIIUTEIbHEIN Bec. Ha Ipyroii CTOPOHE CTOSAJ YXOXKEHHBIY MyX4UHa, JIeT
NATULECSATH, CPefHero pocra. Ero riagkue cemble BOJIOCH 3a4é€caHbl Ha JieBHM 60K. Ha Koxe crerka
IIPOCTYNal0T MOPIIUHEL. M3-Tof TOHKUX Ir'y0 BULHEIOTCS YToJIKU 0eJI0CHEKHHIX 3y00B. OH HOCUT
YUCTyI0 pyOalllKy CHEKHOTO 1IBeTa C 3aKaTaHHBIMU 110 JIOKTH PyKaBaMU U C YePHBIM T'aJICTyKOM,
TI0BEPX KOTOPO¥ GarpoBas XKUIeTKa U CBETI0-KOPUYHEBLIe OPIoKU. Ha 71eBOM 3amsicThe 3aKpEIIeHb



30JI0THIe MeXaHUYeCKHe Yackhl. iMmepaTop oOpaTul BHUMaHKUe Ha KOXY PYK — OHa Cyxasi, C TYCTOR
CeThI0 TUHUM ¥ TIOKPBITA MO30JISIMU OT ITOCTOSTHHOTO TSI2KEJIOro Tpyaa. I'Taza — BOT YTO
IIPUKOBHIBAeT BHUMaHue. C IepBOro B3TJIsga B HUX HETY HUYEro He 0ORIYHOTO, HO KaK CJIeTyeT
IIPUCMOTPEBIINCE. FiMITepaTOp MOYyBCTBOBAJ, Oy[ITO 3TU CHHUE OYU SIBJISIOTCS KOJIOAIEM B O€3THY C
HeOODbSITHHIMU 3HAHUSIMU. EMy OBIJIO CJI03KHO Pa30pBaTh 3PUTENIbHBIN KOHTAKT.

— Yro XKemnaemb? — ronoc y 6apMeHa 0Ka3aJiCsi CyXUM U TUXUM U OKa3bIBajl IPUATHHIN U
ycrnokauBaloiui a¢dexT, OyaTo Ha IPOTUB Te0S HAXOOUTCS YeJI0BeK, UTO TOTOB BEICITyIIATh BCE TBOU
Tpo6IieMbl, 0OHSTh, TIOXJIONATH II0 IJIeYy ¥ YTeIIUTh. — [1TMBO, BUCKH, BUHO. BCE, UTO X0Yelh.

HimMmepaTop HaCTOPOXKMIICS. Ero JTUI0 MOKPBIIOCH TYCTOM CeThio MOpPUIMH. OH HaXMYyPHUJICS.
CKOHIIEHTPHUPOBAJICA. [IOTBITAJICS MOHATH, YTO 9TO 3a MECTO. [10UTH cpa3y YePHOBOJIOCHY TUTAHT
0CO3Han — 3T0 He 3eMisi. Y He BapIm, KOTOPHIY OH He MOT OIIYTUTh. ITO YTO-TO MHOE, COBEPIIEHHO
IpyToe.

— He coutu 3a ockop6reHue, HO The 51?

— Hurpe, — cTrapuk ynelOHYJICS, TOKa3aB CBOU MAeanbHO Oenble 3y0rl. Ero pyKu ymnepsiuch B
TIOBEPXHOCTEL OApPHOM CTOMKU. — ITO caMoe IIPOCTOoe U IMOHSITHOe o0bsicHeHue. Ho TBoi pa3ym Gomee
uckylreH. CKaxeM TakK — 9TO MeCTO, HaXO4dIleecs 3a IpefeaMy BCeX U3BECTHRIX U3MepeHuii. To
eCcTb Hurge. Tak 4To KeJjaelllb?

— [loxanyii, s He 0TKaxych OT BuHa. KpacHoro.

— Kak noxenaelb, — CTapuK IIPOCTO IIENKHYJI ITalblleM I€BOM pyKH. [Ipsmo nepen MmmepaTopom
13 HUYETr0 MaTepuaau30BaJiCs OOBIYHBIN ITyCTON CTEKJITHHBIN 60Kan. M TOYHO Tak Ke OH 3alOoJIHUIICS
T'yCTOM KpPaCHOU KUIOKOCTEIO.

IelcTBYS MaKCUMAJIbHO aKKypaTHO, FiMIlepaTop MOAHEC CTEKJISTHHBIM 60Kal K HOCY, YTOOH
norpo6oBaTh 3amax BuHa. OH OLIYTUI pe3Kuii, OygopaxKallrii 3anax KUAKOCTHA. HeBOIbHO OBIBIINMT
Bnagrika YenoBeuecTBa BCIIOMHUII POOHEIE 3€JIEHEIE TI0JISI CBOEH MajleKOM POMMHEL, KOTrma OH OBII
COBCEM Malb4YUIIKOX. M Kak BMeCTe C OTLIOM IIPOBOAMII BPEMSI.

Ho cToumo Karme XKuIKOCTA KOCHYThCS sSI3bIKa MMIiepaTopa, TO OH MCIIRITaT HaCTOSIIYIO 9H(OPHIO.
Bypio aMo1uit ¥ YyBCTB, KOTOPHIE YEPHOBOJIOCHIY TUTAHT IaBHO 1103a0ki1. CTPacTh, YIOBOILCTBHE,
HacJlaXeHle — BCe 3TO CMelIajoch BMecTe, 06pa3yst 6e3yMHOe HacjaxaeHue. JTO sipKas BCIIHIIIKA.

Heckombko cekyHn MMiepaTop cMaKoBasl BKyC BuHa. HecMOTpsT Ha BHYTPeHHHE OLIYINEeHHSs, eT0
JIUII0 0CTaBaJI0Ch KAMEHHOM, 3aCTHIBIIEeH MacKoi. C JOBOJIBHEIM MPUYMOKHUBAHUEM, OH IIOCTABHUII
6okas BuHa 00paTHO Ha CTOJL.

— [IpekpacHoe BUHO. Brillle BCAKUX ITOXBAJL.

— BkycoBoit criekTp. Kazanoch 661 — TakKoe TPUMHUTUBHOE TBOpPeHUE. Ho OHO TOPOXKaaeT CTOIBKO
npekpacHoro. [Topoii TUIb S3BIK 03Ta CIOCOOEeH ONMUCaTh UCTUHHBINA BKYC U3BICKAHHOTO 01107a.

— BuHo nomo6HO MCTOPUH. B XOPOIIIO BHIPAKEHHOM HAMKUTKE OIIyNIAaeTCs T060Bb X03SMHA, YTO
3aboTuics o HEM. YTo ¢ HeTepIeHueM XKJajl MOMEeHTa, KOTa XKeJlaHHas XKUOKOCTh OymeT rotosa. U
OT TOTO IIPUSITHEE BKYC.

— CTob IpUATHBIE OJI1 MOMX CTaphIX YILIEH CJI0Ba, — IPOTSIHYJ CTapuK. — He KaxXavlii IeHb Y MEHS
OBIBAIOT TaKMe I'OCTH, KakK Thl. MHe U3BECTHO, YTO Thl OYEHb 3aHATOM UesoBeK. A He 3aiiMy MHOTO
TBOET'0 BpeMeHU. BIrpoueM, 3TO ToxKe KacaeTcsi MeHsI — eCThb [efia, UTo TpeOyeT MOero BHUMaHus.



— W 4TO0 XKe TH XOTeJ y3HaTh?

— Y3HaTe? C 4ero TH PELIUI, YTO g Yer0-TO He 3Hal? — B30p CTapuKa Npureo3nui Mmmeparopa K
MecTy. Ha Hero cMoTpesu ria3a, 4To BUAEU PacuBeT U rubenb 0eCUMCIeHHBIX MUPOB U U3MEPEHUH,
YTO PABHOMOYLIHO OOpeKaay Ha CMEPTh ¥ JapoBaIy XKU3HU MIITHOHaM. — §1 mpu3Ban Tebs ciofa,
4yTOOH! IpenynpenuTh. Thl He eQUHCTBEHHBINM, KTO IPOOUI TKaHb PeaqbHOCTU U MpubLLI ciofa. Ho mo
TBOEMY IIyTH CIOfla IPUAYT ApyTHue. MHe OHU He CTpAIIHEL, HO BOT Tebe...

— KT0 THI TAKOU? — MMIIepaTop MOAHSJICS CO CTyJla, HABUCHYB Haj, CTAPUKOM.

— Bpocs, TaxypBaunu. Thl 3Haellb, KTO 5 TakKou. M ga, — masel] cTapuka yKa3all Ha MMnepaTtopa, —
He gymaii, uto 3a T000# He IPUTISAALIBAIOT. HEKOTOPEIE U3 MOUX [eTel, CKaXKeM TakK, UMEIOT
cBoeoOpa3HbIe YBIEYEHHUS.

VimmepaTop ounysncs. Bmecto naba, oH oOHapyxkum ce0s B TapKe, CMOTPSIIAM B BepX. Bo pTy Bce
elre OIMyIIaeTcs: MPUSTHOE MTOCIEBKYCHE TOTO BUHA.

«Brepemu MHOTO PabOTEI».

kkokekk

Ha ynune ceityac HuUKOT0 He Ob10. Y HeMyapeHo, IBa Yaca HOYM — COBCEM He YacC-TIUK MJIs
CIIAJILHOTO palioHa. BrpoueM, HOUHAS XKHU3HB BCE emé OblyIa JOBOJLHO 0KHUBIEHHON: CTAX MOTBIJILKOB
Kpy2KaTCs BOKPYT YIUYHBIX (OHApeH, TyT U TaM CTPeKoYaT CBEPUYKH, a B OTHAIEHUH BUAHEIOTCS
sIpKUe OTHU OO0JIBIIIOr0 TOPOoa.

OnuHOKHWM MalIb4YUK B YEPHHIX ONESTHUSX, YbE JIUII0 CKPHIBAETCS 3a MAaCKOM, He CIIella MIEN 10
ynouykaM. ETo B3risg mpucTaiIbHO Mafial TO Ha OOUMH IOM, TO Ha APYTOM.

OH 1éN TakK JOBOJILHO [IONITO, TIOKA He 3a0pEs B 0UepeqHoil Iepey oK, CIyKUBIIAN
MMIIPOBHU3UPOBAHHOMN CBANMKOU. TaM, Cpemy MyCOPHBIX KOP3UH ¥ YEPHBIX MEIIKOB CTOSJT OMUHOKUH,
OebIil MyXK4YHHa, CIIPABJISBIINE €CTEeCTBEHHYIO HYXK/Y, JepxkKaJl B CBOOOOHOM pyKe IOJTYIyCTYIO
OyTHIIKY BUCKH. Ha HEM OB TEMHO-CUHUM, TOTPEMAHHbIM ¥ M3HOMIEHHBIN CIIOPTUBHBIA KOCTIOM,
TIOKPBITHIM IITHAMU TPSI3U U YEro-TO... MeHee IIpe3eHTabenbHOro. JINIo yx0xkeHo, 6e3 eIUHOro
BOJIOCKA Ha mog0opoaKe U CKyJaX, a BOT Ha OJIOHOMHUCTOM T'0JI0Be IOJIHEIM Gapaak — mnopodue
IPUYECKY HAIIOMHHAET, CKOpPee, UTJIH Pa3BOPOIIEHHOTO e3Ka, YeM YTO-TO, YTO MOT ObI OTPACTHUTh
YeJIoBeK.

«BHYTpeHHHUe opraHbl B HOpMe... II0Ka elle. BuguMo, Tk OH Havall He Tak AaBHO. XOPOIIIOo».

Bouigs B mepeynok, MmMmnepaTop IETKHYJ ablieM, ¥ 3a €0 CIIMHOM, OYKBaIbHO U3 BO3MYXa,
BO3HMKJIa KpacHas KUPIUYHas CTeHa, UfieabHO BIMCABIIASCS B OKpyKalomuii TaHamadT. Bcé Tor
JKe CIydalHBIY IPOX0XKUY faxe He 00paTui Obl BHUMaHUS Ha [OIOJIHUTEILHYIO HeKopaluio.

OKa3zaBIINUCE PSANOM C MYK4YMHOM, IMIIepaTop BCTal MpsiMO 3a HUM, yOpaB PYKH 3a CIIHUHY.
— JTo6po# HOYHM, — MPOKAIIISJICS ITapeHEK.

OT HeOXUOAHHOCTU He3HAKOMELl YyTh JIM He IOANPHITHYII. Brinasinas u3 pyk O6yThIIKA CO 3BOHOM
yTaa, 3aKaTUBIIKCH 32 MyCOPHEIHM Oak. CIeNIHO HaTSHYB TPYCHl BMECTe CO ITaHaMU, He3HaKOMel]
o0epHYJICS Ha3af, XKeJas CO BIIOJHE MOHATHEIMA HaMepeHUIMHU HallTh HapyLIUTEeIIsI CBOETO
cnokoucTBusi. OH CyJOpOKHO BepTeJl FOJI0BOM I10 CTOPOHAM, II0Ka HAaKOHEI-TO He ONyCTHJI B3TJIAL
BHU3, YBU[IEB MaJICHbKOT'0 Majb4iKa B YEPHOU Macke.



— (DYX IMIapeHb, ThI MEHA HAIlyI'aJl, — YyTh YCIIOKOMUJICA IIbAHUIIA. — A 4ero 370 THI IeNIaenlb Ha
yJunge B CTOJIb MMO3MHUM Yac? Te0Os1 He60CHL MaMKa BO BCIO HIIEeT.

— 4 MOTY 3a1aTb AHaJIOTHYHBIN BOIIPOC, — IIapHUPOBaJl KpaCHOBOHOCHﬁ MaJIb9HUK. — Hey}KeJII/I Tebs
OOMa He XK[OeT J'[IO6$IH.Ia${ XKeHa U OeTu?

[Tpu ux yImoMuHAHUU, MyKUKMHA paccTpouscs. OH TsxKeno B3HoxHY. CoesaB HECKOJIBKO IIIaToB B
CTOPOHY, OH IIPUXKAJICA K HEeW U CeJl Ha KapTOYKH, 3a/ipaB TrOJIOBY K HeOy.

— IloHuMaelIs, mailaH...
— HerT, He noHUMAIO.

— 9TO BCe TaKas XyUHS... — pa3faiCs XPUILIbIH, YCTaBIINMA TON0C MyK4YKHB. — Korzma g OblJI TaKUM
JKe MeJIKUMM, Kak Thl, TO IyMaJl 0 XKeHUTh0e, KaK 0 4eM-TO XOpoIIeM. A ceiyac — 3Ta TaKas XyuHSs.
[Tapenb — Mot TebGe coBeT. He xkeHuch. Ecnu TH X0Uelllb caMOPa3BUBATLCS, 3a0y/Ib PO KEHIIUH.
9T10 Toro He crouT. OHU 3ab6UpalOT BCe TBOe BHUMaHUe. [IbITaloTCs NpuBs3aTh T€0s K cebe. HepTOBEL
6abbl, — OT mocapel, IapeHb CO CBOEU CUJION yHapui KyJIakKoM 110 3eMye. KOoCTSIKY nasbllieB CTaau
KpacHBEIMU. Koe-rie mpocTynuia KpoBk.

— 41 681 oTHan Bce, YTOOH M3MEHUTh CBOIO KM3HL. OTKA3aThCS OT BCET0 3TOTO AEePhMa...

— 9TO B MOUX CHJIaX, — KPACHOBOJIOCHIY BHITSIHYJI PYKH BIIEPEN U C KOHYUKOB €TI0 IaJiblieB COPBAIUCh
30JI0THIE MOJTHHH, CJIOBHO MOJIOTOM yHapuBiIre 6e3m0MHOr0. TOT OTIeTeN Ha3al, IPUKaTHU K CTeHe
HEBUIUMOU CUJION. MrHOBEHHe — U ero pa3yM IIOTYX, IIpefloTBpalasi BO3MOXKHEIe KPUKHU U 11060€
COTIPOTHUBIIEHHE,

«BymeM HamesaThCs, Ha 9TOT pa3 BCe BRIUTET».

ViMmepaTop He MBITAJICS YHUYTOXKUTD TEJIO MYyKUYMHEL. BoBce Ha060pOoT — OH IpeoOpa30BHIBATI €T0,
IpeBpalliasl B UieajJIbHOTO CyIlepcosigaTa, KyCTOOMaHCKOTO CTpaXka.

B cBoé BpeMs OwiBIMit Bragbika YemoBeuecTBa MOTPATHII 04€Hb MHOT'O BPEMEHH, BEIBOJS «PEIeIT»
Kyctonusi. U B xome mogoOHBIX HAYYHBIX W3BICKAHUE €My IIPHUILIIOCH MTOJT0OKUTh Ha ajTaph Iporpecca
OecunCIeHHOe KOTHYeCTBO XKu3Her. Ho pe3ynbTaT ompeaenéHHO OKYIIall BCe XKePTBHL U 00JIb: OHU
OBLTM BO BCeX CMBICIIaX UAEaJIbHEI, YCTYIIas JIUIIb T0Iy00KeCTBeHHEIM TprMapxaM. OmHaKO
cO3[aHue Jaxke OJHOI'0 TAKOI'0 BOUTENS TPeOOBaI0 HEMMOBEPHEIX 3aTPaT U YCUIIMH, IIOTOMY UX
HUKOTr'Ia MHOT'O He OLLIO.

Panee MMmepaTop HUKOTA He MBITAJICS YUCTO COOCTBEHHBIMU «CHJIAMH» CO3[ATh KYCTONUS, Bellb 9TO
OuYeHb [eUKATHHIM IIPOIleCC, ¥ TOPOIIUTEL €r0 HU B KOEM Cllydyae HejIb3sl, UHaue MOXKET MOTyYUThCS
He UeanbHBIN CymepcoaaT, a 00e300paxeHHbN yxkac [IpeBHelt Houn. Ho ceiigac oH He
VimmepaTop. Y HEro HET O PyKOM HYU IIPEKHUX PECYPCOB, HU OTPOMHOM I0[3eMHOU J1Tab0paTOpUu C
yymecamu 30710TOro Beka, Hu opaeHa « CUTHUIITIUTOB», ITOCTABISIONIET0 TTOOXOOSIINX
«no0poBOJIbIEB». OCTAETCS UL PUCKHYTh.

«Konuentparusi. ['maBHOe — He TEPSATH KOHIEHTPALXIO», — MO MaCKOU BOJIOCH «J[2KOHa» B3MOKIIH
OT II0Ta ¥ HanpsikeHus. OH yKe MBITAJICS CO3[aTh KYCTOOUEB B 9TOM Mupe. I1a9Th pa3. I1aTh
NONHITOK. [19Th 3ary6neHHbIX XXKu3Hel. Ho Kaxnas npubnrxkaia ero K IOHEMaHUIO IIPOLiecca,
OoTTauMBasa ero HaBHKU. K TOMy Xe, ceiiyac y Hero OblI Ty3 B pyKaBe — IIpHOOPETEHHAS HAa YePHOM
PHIHKE K0y16a C KPOBBIO OMHOT0 U3 MyTaHTOB. Ero crmoco6HOCTH MMIlepaTopa He MHTEPECOBAId — €My
ropasno BaxHee OBUI MOTEHI[MA U3MEHEHUS TeHOMa, KOTOPHIH OB 3a710KEH BO BCEX MyTaHTaX.



Jlerkuit Hampe3 — ¥ KPOBb MyTaHTa OKa3ajach B Tejie OyOyIEero KyCTOmUs.

[110Th MyKYKHBI TIOIIJIbIJIA IO BO3[IeMCTBHEM Maruu. B mepByio ouepenb oH IpubaBUII B POCTE,
IIPUYEM TaK CHUJIBHO, YTO BCKOPE ero ofexXaa pa3opBajiach, He B CHUJIaX CAepkKaTh BHYIIUTEIIBHYIO
MBHIIIEYHYI0 MacCy. BHyTpu opraHu3M TOoxe IepecTpauBaeTcs. Ha MOIEKynsipHOM ypPOBHE OTPacTaioT
HOBBIE, HETIPETYCMOTPEHHBIE 3BOIIOIEN, OPTaHbl, YIIPOYHSIETCS CKeNIeT C MBIIIIEYHBIMUA BOJIOKHAMU.
CnenyeT GrarofapuTh MECTHHIN KpaliHe IJIaCTAYHBIM ¥ Pa3HOOOPa3HbIil JTIOOCKOYW TeHOM — Ha
ponrHe y iMIiepaTopa He BHIIIIO OBl TAKOT'O JaxXKe C COTOM IOIBITKHU.

«W mocmegHuy mWTpUX», — mogyMain MMmepartop, 3aMeHsst ObUTYI0 THYHOCTh YeJI0BeKa Ha HEeUYTO
HOBOE, CO3aHHOe 13 06pa30B CaMbIX ITPedaHHbIX KycTogueB. Co3HaHHUE aTKOT0JIMKA OH OCTABUII B
CaMbIX JaJIbHUX YTOJIKaX pa3yMa KyCTOOUS — He M3-3a U3NMUUIHET0 'YMaHu3Ma, KOTOPHIH U3
ViMmepaTopa OKOHYATEJIbHO BHITPABUIU KYIbTUCTH PoaHoKa 1 MHHCMYTa, a u3-3a 6aHAIbHOTO
HeXeJIaHUs TePsSTh PeCypC — fdaxe TaKOH MPOTMAIui pa3yM, Kak 9TOT, MOXKHO Ha YTO-HUOYOb
IIPHUCIOCOOHUTh.

— QyX, — NOBOJIbHEIM Pe3yJIbTaToOM, MaIb4uK CHeJlall HeCKOJIBKO 11aroB Ha3ap,.

OTrpOMHBIN T'OJIBIM MYKYMHA TPEX METPOB POCTA, BCE TaK XKe MPUKATHIM K CTeHEe JoMa IICHOHUYEeCKUM
UMITYJIbCOM, He IIeBEJIUICS eIl€é HeCKOIbKO CeKyHI. OUHYBIIUCE K€, OH CJIeTKa HaXMYPHJICS,
paspylmas myTH, pacCCYUTaHHbEIe Ha YeroBeKa. OCBOOOMMBIINCE, CTPaXK CHeJIal miar BIEPEN U MIPUIIa
Ha OJIHO KOJIEHO, CKJIOHSISI TOJIOBY Iepej] KPacHOBOJIOCHIM.

— 4 roTOB CNTyKUTH BaM, MO TOCIIONUH, — OJ1s1 06J1afiaTesisd TakKuxX rpyOrx (opM Irojioc y HOBOTO
cymepcosngaTta OblT Ha YOUBIIEHNE MATKUM U 6apXaTHBIM.

soksfokok

KaHanu3sanus — He caMoe IPHUSTHOE MIJIsT YeJ0BeKa MecTo. TaM TeMHO, TPSI3HO, CHIPO U K TOMY XKe
BOHSIET 0TXomaMu. BripoueMm, 6e3 He€ Ku3Hb 00JIBIIOro ropoaa Ovlia O HEBO3MOXKHA, BEb UMEHHO
3[IeCh MMPOXOOUT CTOIh MHOT'O BasKHKIX KOMMYHUKAIUH.

OpuHOKMM MyXKYMHA IIET IT0 CBOeoOpa3HoOMY «60OpAopy» YyTh BHIIIE YPOBHS 0J€IHO-KOPUYHEBOM
BOJIbI B BOOOCTOKe. He3HakoMel] OB OfIeT B COBEPIIEHHO Hemom006aroIlyio mogo0HOMY MeCTY
ofleXy — TEMHO-Cepoe MajbTo C YEPHBIMU MTYTOBUIIAMH, MOXOsINee eMy 0o KojieH. Hekorga
ueasibHO HAMOJIMPOBAHHbEIE KOXKaHble O0TUHKY, KaK M KOHYHUKY IIITAHOB, ©3MAa3a/IkCh B Ipsa3u. K
TOJI0BE IIJIOTHO IIpUjieraeT TaK Ha3blBaeMasl «aHTJIMMCKasa» KenKa. B OqHOU pyKe MyK4YuHa OEePKUT
[Ba UOEHTUYHO HeIIPO3pauHbIX OesIbIX MTaKeTa, MO 3aBI3KY 3al0THEHHBIX HEU3BECTHHIM
copepKkuMbIM. Ha yKasaTelbHOM Iasiblle ero JeBOM PYKU BUOHEJIOCH 30JI0TO€ KOJIBIIO.

3aBepHYB 3a yroJjl, MyK4MHa BUOUT B O0KOBOM yTITIyOJIEHUH, THE CTOSAT CYETYUKHY U APyTrHe NpubopH,
KPaCHOBOJIOCOT'O MaJIlbuyiKa, KOTOPHIY, TIOMZKAaB 1107 ce0s1 HOTH, CUAUT Ha moiy. [lox HUM Oblta
paccTelieHa KpacHas CKaTepTh, Ha KOTOPOU TaKXKe JIEXKUT HECKOIbKO UCIIMCAaHHBIX OyMar C
KapaHfalllaM# ¥ Y€pHas Macka. MyK4YKHa BCTaJl T03aiu HETO, HO IIapeHb, TIOJTHOCTHIO MOTJIOMEHHBIN
HOYTOYKOM Ha CBOMX KOJIEHSX, He 00paTuil Ha 9TO POBHEIM CYETOM HUKAKOT0 BHUMaHUs. ViMmepaTop
ovicTpo OapabaHuII 110 KJIaBUIIaM, TPUKYCUB Ty0y.

— Moii Bagrika, — 00paTUICS K HeMy KyCTOAuM. — ¢ MpUHEeC TO, YTO BHl IIPUKA3bIBaIN.

HmnepaTop, MOTJIOMEHHEIN CBOel paboToM, He OTPhIBAJ B3I OT MOHUTOPA. KycToguil ke, pemus
He CTOSATb CTOJI00M, IOCTABUTI PAOM CO CBOMM X03IMHOM 00Jiee MeJIKUY NAaKeT U OTOIIET Ha3af,
[loCTaBasi U3 BTOPOTO KPYIIHYI0 TEMHYIO CKaTepTh. PaccTenuB e€ B yriy, CyllepcoifaTt Kak CclefyeT
yCeJcsi, IpuKaB HOTHY K cefe, a 3aTeM HaydaJ J0OCTaBaTh OCTaBIIeecs COfepKuMoe nakeTa. Crepsa



KYCTOMIWH BBITAILNIT YETHIPEe BHYIIKUTEIbHEIE KOPOOKHU C MHUIILIEeH, 3aTeM YIIaKOBKH C TaMOyprepamu,
OurmMakaMu ¥ povei mpopykuuen «MaknoHanbaca». M B KOHIIE, KaK IOCIIeIHUE aKKOPT
HE3[[0POBOTO IIUTAHUS, HECKOJIbKO OYTHIIOK BEHICOKOKAJIOPUMHON ra3UPOBKH.

Kycropuii, CHIBLINY C Iajiblia 30JI0TO€ KOJIBI0, Cpa3y YBEJIUUWICSA B pa3Mepax, a BMeCTe C HUM U ero
onexpa. [TooXuB epByio KOPOOKY ¢ muiliel K cebe Ha HOTH, CYIIePCOJIAaT OTKPLLI €€ U, JOJIT0 He
pas3myMBIBasi, B3sJ1 COJIUIHBIN KYCOK, CBEPHYJI €ero B TpyOOUKY U CTall XKeBaTh. FiMIepaTop Toxe
pelun caenath HeGOoIbIION IIePepPhIB ¥ 3aCyHYJI B CBOM IIAKeT PYKY, HOCTaB OTTy/a IIUTKY
I0KoJ1afa. Pa3opBaB ymakoBKY, OH OTJIOMUJI JIOMTHUK, KOTOPBIM U CTal C JKaAHOCTHIO IIOTJIOIATE.
Koneuno ObiBIni Brageika YenoBedyecTBa U3 OKPYXKAMIIEH MaTePUU MOXKET CO37aTh cebe
37IeMeHTapHYI0 MUY, HO KyZa Jierde U Mpollle BOCIOIL30BaThCS YCIyraMyu COBPEMEHHOTO 001I1eCTBa.

— Mot BnagplKa, KaK Ballln YCI'[eXI/I? — CIIPpOCHUII KYCTOJII/Ifl, IIEePBBIM OJO2KEBAB CBOU KYCOK.

+I1noxo+, — ronoc MmMmnepaTopa OTYETIUBO ITPO3BYYasl B TOJIOBE KyCTOOUS, ITOKa CaM BIIafibIKa
IIPOI0JIKAJ HAIKyChIBATh MIOKONMAAKY. — +O4eHb MHOTHUX JIIOfIel, KOTOPEIE MOTIH OBl MHE TIOMOYb,
TIOTIPOCTY HET.+

— A gpyrue?

+OHM 3aHUMAaIOT He3HAUYUTEIbHBIE JOIXKHOCTY U 110 ONpefeIeHHI0 He MOTYT MHE IIOMOYb. BripoueMm,
9TO He 3HAYUT, YTO MOU TPY/IH IPOIIIKA JapoM. MHe yaanoch HauTu HH(POpPMAIIKIO PO HEKYIO
opraHu3anuo nop Ha3BaHueM .M. T. AHTUTEppOpUCTUYECKas OpraHu3alys, CAaHKIIMOHUPOBaHHAS
«O0beguHEHHBIMU HaIlUusIMu» Iyt 60pLOEI ¢ <<1"I/IJIPOI;I» ¥ IPOYUMHU yrpo3aMu. XOTs, KakK 5 IIOHHT,
(bakTUUecKu 3TO aMepuKaHCKas opranu3aius. v s abcomioTHO yBepeH, 4To B UxX 0a3e MaHHBIX
COMEPKUTCS 0YEHb MHOTO LIeHHOM HH(POPMaluu. +

AMoH, oTopBaB cebe BTOPOM KyCOUeK IIUIIIH], IIOJHEC €€ KO PTY.
— Torpa npouukHoBeHnue B mtab [I.1.T.a Halla mepBoodyepenHas 3afayda’?

VmnepaTop, B34B B 00e PYKX BCI0 OCTABIIYIOCS IJIUTKY LIOKOJIAafa, CTall OTKYChIBAaTh OT HEE KYCOUEK
3a KyCOUKOM.

+OpmHOBPEMEHHO U [a, U HET.+
— Munopa? — AMOH HaXMypHUJICS, OTCTPAHUBIIKCEH OT KyCOYKa IHULILIEL.

+ 41 He 3HAM0, TIe HAXOOUTCS uX ITa0. XyXKe TOro, U3 MyOIUYHEIX KICTOYHUKOB MHE CTaJI0 U3BECTHO,
YTO TaM BEYHO HaXOOATCS BCSIKHE CYIIEP-IMYHOCTH, KOTOPBIE MOTYT OCJIOKHUTH HaM XKHU3Hb. TO €CTh,
KaK TOJIbKO MbI TPOHUKHEeM Ha Tepputoputo 1I[.11.T.a, s cpa3y 3asBmio 0 cebe BceMy Mupy. UTo 5
fesnaTh He X0uy.+

— Torpga st rOTOB BMECTO BacC OCYIIIECTBUTh 3afilyMaHHOe, MUIOPA. KIIsiHyCh CBOEl KU3HbIO, MOS
OesITeIbHOCTh OCTAHETCS He3aMeUeHHOH.

+HckmoyeHo. CITUIIKOM BHICOK PHUCK TOT'0, YTO Te0S MOMMAIOT. A 51 He X04y, YTOOH B HEHYKHHIE
PYKH TIOMas CymepCcoiaaT u3 ganekoro Oymymero. 3To MOXKET IPUBECTH K OYEHb MTeYaTbHbIM
TIOCJIE[ICTBHUSIM [IJIsT BCETO YeyioBeyecTBa. Ho 3T0O He 3HAUMT, 4YTO MHI OymeM cumeTh Ha MecTe. ECThb
JIOKaJlbHas yIpo3a, KOTopast MeHs 3auHTepecoBasia. CerogHs HOUbI0 MBI C TOOO#H OymeM u3ydaTh
BaMIIUPOB. +

— HCcKOpeHsATh HeUUCTh ApeBHEN Mudonoruu Tepprl?



+Hert. U3y4ats. He Gomnee.+

ViMmepaTop 3axJI0MHYI HOYTOYK ¥ OTJIOKWII €T0 B CTOPOHY. Brafgbika MOTSHYJICS K IaKeTy U HOCTall
OTTy[a YBECUCTYI0 KHUKKY B TBEPMIOM IEPeIIeTe, Ha 00710KKe KOTOPOW B TOTUYECKOM CTHIIE
HamucaHo: «Warhammer 40000». A BHU3y ©300pakKE€H PUCYHOK, TIe TOPOBINA OBYTIABEIN Ope
6opeTcst co 3MeEH 3a IMPaBO HAXOOUTLCS Ha 60EBOM MOJIOTE.

«Tak-Tak, 4To TYT y HaAc?»

HepBbIe HECKOJIBKO CTPAaHHUI] BlIaJbIKAd YE€JIOBEYECTBA IIPOJINCTAII 6e3 ocoboro HHTepeca, HO IIOTOM
€ro JIMIO PE3KO0 IIOMEHAJIOChE B HACTPOEHUH. BbICTpO A02K€eBaB IINIUTKY IIOKOJIafa, OH C OOJIBIIIM
JI00O0MBITCTBOM CTaJI BYUTHIBATHCS B COomepXKMUMO€e KHNUZKKH, YTO HEe YKPBITIOCh OT AmoHa.

— YeM Bac Tak 3avHTepecoBalia 3Ta KHUXKKa, MOM Bnapbika? Kak MHe 00BSICHUNIU B Mara3uHe, 9TO
IIPOCTO HACTOJIBHBEIA BAPIreMMHUHT, YTO OBl 9TO HE 3HAYHUIIO.

— Panee y MeHs OblIa OfHA TeOpUsi, — MIPou3HEC MiMIepaTop, He OTPHIBASICh OT KHUTU. — 4
TIPENTOI0XKHUII, YTO, BOSMOXKHO, B IPYTHUX BCEJIEHHEIX €CTh XOTh KaK0e-TO OTPakKeHue Hallen
IeNCTBUTEILHOCTH. HO TPOBEPUTH 3TO ST HUKAK He MOT, ¥ [JajIbllle TEOPUH BCE 3TO He yuio. Temeps
JKe y MeHs Ha PyKaX eCTh IPSIMOE 0KAa3aTeNbCTBO...

Pe3ko nmuiio MMmnepaTopa BHOBb IEPEMEHUIIOCH, 3aCThIBas B ONO0MY KaMEeHHOM MacKH,
HECBOWCTBEHHOUN OEeTCKUM YepTaM.

— Boruns-Mnepartpuiia, — COpBasIoCh C YCT KPACHOBOJIOCOr0. OH MOMEHTaIbHO 3aXJIONHYJI KHUTY U
IIBRIPHYJI €€ B BOJOCTOK, KaK KaKOW-TO MyCOp.

Kycropuii omapaliieHHO XJI0Ia Iia3aMu.
— YeM BaM He yroauia 3Ta KHUTa, MOM FOCIIOAMH?

+Tebe nyyire He 3HATh.+

* %k % % %

C HacTymneHueM HOUYM MMIepaTop BMeCTe CO CBOMM TeJIOXPaHUTEJIeM ITOKUHYIH BpeMEeHHOe
y6exulle, HalpaBiIsasiCh Ha «0X0Ty». CTpaHHAs KOMIIAHUS U3 MaJIeHbKOT'0 MabyuKa U
TPEXMETPOBOI'0 TPOMHUIIEI IIyTEIlIeCTBOBAJIA 110 KPHIIIaM IOMOB, YTOOH! He IPUBJIEKaTh K cebe 0co6oro
BHHMaHUE ITPOX0XKUX.

Ina MMmepaTopa HaWTU «BaMIIMpPa» 0Kal3al0Ch COBCEM HE CIIOXKHO. Tak KaK OHMA B KaKOW-TO CTEIIEHU
MepTBeIlbl, IpU HH(PPaKPacHOM CIEKTPEe WX MOXKHO CIIOKOMHO 00HapyKUThb M3-3a TOTO, UTO UX Tella
X0JI0gHee, 4eM y 0OBIYHBIX JTiofeld. Y moKa 3a IBa Yaca 0XOTH KPaCHOBOJIOCOMY YOAIOCh HAWTU LIECTh
«ymbipei». Ho Kak 00 beKTH HaOMIOJeHNST OHU 0Ka3aJIiCh KpalHe COMHUTEIbHEI, TOCKOJIBKY
3aHMAMAJIUCh «JOMAIIHUMU JeaMu».

[Toka «JI3KOH» C KPBILIM MHOT03TaXKKK pacCMaTpUBal OKPECTHOCTH, AMOH [iefial IPUMEPHO TO XKe
camoe. Ero 3peHre MHOTOKPATHO ITPEBOCXOAUT UeJI0BEYEeCKOe ¥ OH MOT ITPEKPACcCHO BUOETh, YTO
IIPOUCXOIUT Ha MHOTO KMJIOMETPOB BOKPYT. HO BOT B onpefesieHuy «BaMIIMPOB» OH OB lajieKo He
Tak xopoir. Ho 3To He 3HAYMUT, YTO COBEPIIEHHO OeCIone3€eH.

— Muriopp, B3TITHUTE BOH Ha Ty MAalllUHy, — KYCTOQUM Ia/IblleM yKa3aa Ha aBTOMOOWUIIb C OTKPHITEIM
BEPXOM, YeM-TO OT/IaJIeHHO HAallOMUHAIOIIK TOHYYI0, 3aCTHIBIIYIO B 0XKUOAHUU NIPhIKKa. KpacHbIn



aBTOMOGMIIb Mapku «deppapu» CTOSII HA CBETOGOPE, 3a PYJIEM IIPOCTOTO BUAA TAPEHB, C KOTOPHIM
eleT OTKPOBEHHOTO BUIA BCIYECKHU JOMOTAIOIAsICS IO HETO IEBYIIKa.

CBouM 3peHneM MMIepaTop «IPOH3UI» MIapodky. Teslo MeBYIIKH Kyaa X0JIonHee, YeM mapHs. U,
CyIs TIO MX Pa3TOBOPY, KOTOPEIM Briaibika MPeKPaCHO CIILIIIKT C TAKOT'0 PACCTOSIHUS, BIIOOTEHHEIE
crmemar B Kiy0.

— Momnogen, AMOH, — 00bsiBUIT «[[:KOH». — Temeps IOCMOTPUM, KyIa Ke OHH IOeHyT.

Be3 nuIHuxX CI0B KYCTOOUM IOCAuUI CBOeTro BramgblKy Ha IIeuu U, MOXKIABIIKMCh, KOTA MaIllMHa, KaK
TOJIOMHEIN 3BepPb, TPOHETCS C MECTa, ITOCIe0Ball 3a Hel, C JIETKOCTBIO IIPBITast IO KphiiaM. Ilapy pas
ViMmepaTopy IPUXOOUIIOCH TPUbGeraTh K CBOUM CIIOCOOHOCTSIM, YTOOb AMOH CMOT 1po6ekaTh CKBO3b
3naHue 0e3 Bpema [jisi CTPOeHHs.

Ilonro roHSITHCA 3a MallIMHOU He IIPULIIOCh. Yepes napy KBapTajioB OHa OCTAHOBUJIACH BO3JIE
IeNCTBYIOIIET0 «MsICOKOMOMHAaTa» UM ero aHanora. [lapodyka ocTaBHjIa aBTOMOOUIIb U TIOIIIa K
YEépHOMY Bxo#y. BHyTpH, Ha mog3eMHOM 3Taxe, FiMIiepaTop BUAUT MHOXKECTBO QUTYDP «BAMIIMPOB» U
HECKOJIbKO 4eloBeK. M OHU MISAMIyT.

«XM. BuiiMo, 3T0 UX HOYHOU K/Iy0, TIe Te BOBCIO OTABIXAIOT, He 605Ch OBITh PACKPHITBIMU.
HHTepecHO».

— Yro B BuauTe, Bnagbika?
— {1 BUXYy Ky4y BaMIIUPOB, [IPEAIOIIUXCS [IJIOTCKUM yTeXaM.

— Mep3Kue MyTaHThl, — MPOIEANI CKBO3b 3y0Orl KycTomuii. — CTOUT NI MHE OTIIPABUTLCS Tyfa U
3axXBaTUTh OMHOTO U3 HUX KUBHEM [IJISI U3YUEHHUS?

— Tepnenue, AMOH, TepreHue. Y HaC TOCTH.

K TaitHoMy K71y0y BaMIIMPOB Ha BHYIIUTEILHOM 0aiiKe, Yel MOTOP I'PO3HO PHIYAJ, Togbexaja OfHa
CHMITaTUYHas ocoba C JIMHHBIME CBETJILIMHU BOJIOCAMH, 3allJIETEHHEIMU B ONHY Kocy. OmeTta
«DaiiKepila» BO BCE KOXKaHOe U IIUIIACTOe, YTO, BIIPOYEM, TOJIHKO IIOOYEPKUBAJIO €€ alllIeTUTHLIE
(GhOpMBI, TPUATHLIE MY2KCKOMY T'71a3y. YTO OTHIOOb HE PEAKOCTh B 3TOM MUPE, KaK yCIen yOequThCs
HWwmmnepatop.

«JII00ONIEBITHOY.

B TeueHMe HECKOMBKUX MUHYT [€BYIIKa CTOSIIa y CBOEr0 MOTOLIMKJIA, HalleBasl OOHY IecHIo. Kak mor
cKa3aTh MmnepaTop, oHa Ha3wBaeTca «Highway to Hell».

— I'm on a highway to hell! — u ¢ aTUMu crioBaMU He3HaKOMKa IOIIJIA B TOT K€ CaMblil YePHHIU XO[,
IIPOOIKas HalleBaTh IIECHI0. BHYyTpH, KOrfa JeByIIKa IPOIljia MOPO3UIbHUK C IIOOBEIIEHHEIMU
TyILIaMU CBUHEN, el Iperpafuiiy MyTh HECKOJIBKO KPEIIKUX MOJIOAYUKOB. Y manblile Iponu30LII0
caMoe UHTepeCcHoe. BHe3anHO He3HaKOMKa IIOKphUIach taMeHeM. Koxa crne3na ¢ eé nuia,
OTKpBIBasi BUJ Ha NBUIAIOLIUY Yepel, U3 KOTOPOr0 U3BepIjloCh afcKoe IaMsi, CBOUM II0TOKOM
OTIIpaBJIsis MapHe! Ha TOT CBeT.

ViMmepaTop ¢ HeCKpPHIBaeMBIM UHTEPECOM HabJIiofa 3a MpeficTaBIeHUEM.

[TeInaolee CyIecTBo yCTPEMUIOCh gasnbliie. be3 Kakux-nm6o mpobiemM OHO IIPOIIIO CKBO3b BCIO
BOOPYKEHHYIO OXpaHy, HEUCTOBO 00CTPENIMBAIOIIYIO BTOPXKEHIIa M3 BCEX CTBOJIOB, HE MPUUUHSIS



CYILIECTBY HUKAKOTO ypoHa. OKa3aBUINCh Ha MECTe «BeUEPHUHKU» «IEeMOH» 3alleJICS B JOBOJILHOM
cMexe, a 3aTeM HavaJl yHUYTOXKATh BCeX. fpKoe maaMs BHPHIBAIOCH U3 ero pra. OrHeHHas I1ellb,
om06HO XJIBICTY OMJIa MOPOXKAEHUN HOYH, IIPeBpallias UX B TOPCTKY IeIlJia IIPU KOHTAKTe.
OxBauyeHHBIE TTAHWKOM BaMIIUPHI IIOMBITAIUCh Oe3KaTh, HO IMBIIAIOIIEee CYIIeCTBO IIPOCTO
nepeMelnanoch Tyaa, Kyaa HalmpaByisiach UCIyraHHas TOJIa.

— Mol Bnagbika, 4TO Bel BUUTE? — OT AMOHA He YKPBIJIOCh C KAaKUM JII00OMIBITCTBOM ero Biagbika
CMOTPEI BHHU3.

— 4 BUXy HeuTO uHTEpecHoe. OueHb UHTEPECHOE.

Ho HeoXumaHHO «IeMOH» Pa3BEPHYJICS, CMOTPS B I'Ta3a OwiBiIero Bramgbiku YenoBeduecTBa, CKBO3b
MHOTOYHCJIEHHBIE CTEHBI ¥ BHYIIUTEIbHOE PaccTossHue. Y mpsaMo U3 Bo3[yxa OTHEHHOE CYIIECTBO
MaTepUan30BajIoCh mepey KpacHOBOJIOCHM, IIPOTSATHBAS K HEMY CBOIO KOCTSIHYIO PYKY, OXBaUeHHYIO
IIJITaMEHEM.

KycTomuit cpearupoBajl MOMEHTAJBHO, MOMBITABIIKUCH C Pa3Maxy YOapUTh HEM3BECTHOE CYIIECTBO, HO
«OEMOH» C JIETKOCTbIO MOMMaJl eTro KyJlakK U 3aJTOMUII C TAKOW CHUJION, YTO KOCTH CyIepcoaaTa
IIPOTUBHO XPYCTHYJIM, @ CaM TeJI0XPaHUTEIb, CKDUBUBIINCEH OT HEOXKUAAaHHOU O0/IH, yIian Ha KOJIEeHHU.
IemoH oTOpocun AMOHa B CTOPOHY KaK TPAMUYHYIO KYKJy, CJIOBHO OH HUYETo He BECUJL.

«JleMOH» CXBaTHUII KPAaCHOBOJIOCOT'O 3a MIMBOPOT CBOMMHU KOCTAIIKAMHU U IMOOHA Ha YPOBEHL CBOUX
663JIOHHHX TJTa3HUI, IIBIaOINUX KPAaCHBEIM CBETOM. Cam I/IMnepaTop JazxKe He IIBITaJICA
COIIPOTUBIIATLCA. AmoH GBICTpO OIIPABUJICA U IIOIIBITAJICA IIOMOYb CBOEMY BIIaBIKE.

+Croii+ — Kycronuit octaHoBuicsi. Ho 9To He 3HAYUT, YTO OH pacciabuics.
— Tl IPpUHEC CTPagaHus KBaJpUIIIMOHAM JIIOOel, — MPOXPHUIIEN IIOTYCTOPOHHUM T'OJIOC.

— §1 3TO CyIBIIIAT OYEHb MHOTO Pa3, — CIIOKOWHO OTBETHUIT «MaJIbUKK», He 00sICh 3aT/IIHYTh B
IPOKJIATYI0 Oe3mHY.

— Trl BUHOBEH. TBOsI Myllla OYePHEHA KPOBBIO HEBHHHEIX. M 3a 9TO ThHI MOJIKEH [TOHECTH
ClipaBeMIMBOE HaKa3aHue. Toro Tpe6yoT ymMepume.

OrHeHHOe CYIIEeCTBO B TeUeHHEe HECKOJIbKUX MUHYT CMOTpPesIo MMmeparTopy B rias3a. byaro meTasch B
HEM 4YTO-TO HaWTH. Pe3Ko ImaMs moTyxyio. M jeMoH CTPeMUTENIbHO IPEBPATHUIICS B KPACUBYIO
IEBYIIKY, C TI0O0IBITCTBOM OTJISIABIBAIONIYIO «MaiburKa». OIyCTUB ero Ha TBEPAYIO TOBEPXHOCTD,
OHa I0BOJIbHO XMBIKHYIA.

— O@ura cebe. Tol Ha MOel TaMSATH IEPBHIH, KTO 3aCTaBUN «[Iyx MIleHUs» OTCTYIIUTh.
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