CeBepHast UMIEPHs MOTJIa II0XBACTAThLCS IPOXJIafHOM aTMOC(epoil fJaxke B CaMOM I03KHOM Iopofie
KOHTUHEHTA.

MaccuBHBIM YEPHBIM 3aMOK, PACIIOIOKEHHBIN B CAMOM II€HTPEe CTOJIMITHL AJTIHH, OIIEIOMIISI JTIofen
CBOUM BHUJIOM.

KOcenunans XapaneHn mepecekiia 3aMOK, TaKOH Ke TSKEJBINM U TUXUH, KaK U ero IIBeT.

— PasBe 370 He Ge3ymue?

HukTO He BCTaBasn y MeHsI Ha ITyTH, TTOKa S IPOXOAUIa MUMO Pe3ueHIIny uMIeparopa, Xumi-Ilanac.
Iaxke phIllapy ¥ TJIaBHBIM C/Iyra y BXoda B 3all.

Yoap.

[lepemo MHOW pacCHIaxHYIHCh JBEPH 3HAKOMOT'0 UMIIEPATOPCKOTO KOPUIOPa.

BeciBeTHas KOMHaTa Oblna IIyCTa, IIO3TOMY 51 HAIIPABUIIACh B KabuHeT psasgoM Cco CHaJbHEM.

U 3acrarna TaM BHICOKOT'0 MyXKYHMHY, CTOSBIIETO ¥ OKHA.

OpeTrili B t-IépHOG C COOTBETCTBYIOIIXUM BEPXOM W HU30M U CJIOBHO COCpeJIOTO‘-IeHHI:II;I Ha KHUTE B €T0
PYyKaX, OH JaXxe He HIEJIOXHYJICA, KOI'la 5 BOIIJIaA. OpHako g 3Hana.

9T0 OBIJIO JTUIIL €T0 BOOOpaXKeHue.

ITUHHBIE PECHUIIBI, TJIQNKUM HOC U PO30BATHIE I'yOBl - BCE 9TO JIETKO IIPUBIIEKAl0 BHUMAaHUeE JIIONeH,
XOTS ¥ OBIJIO Y2KaCHO Ha MOM BKYC.

4 mo3Barna ero:

— Tacc.

— ...IOcenusmnn?

CnOBHO YOUBIIEHHBIN 3BYKOM MOET0 I'0JjIoca, MOM APYT AeTCTBa, FiMIiepaTop, IOBEPHYJI I'OJIOBY B MOIO
cTopoHy. Ero 4épHEIe BOIOCH MATKO IIEBEILHYIIUCH B TaKT JABUXKEHHUIO.

Ilaxe HEKOTIa MI00MMEIE MHOM MSITKME BOJIOCHL B 9TOT MOMEHT BBISEIBAJIM BO MHE OTBpallleHune.



— He mory moBeputs, uTo KOCEHM3b IPUILITa KO MHE TEPBOM.

Tacc, 3aXJI0MHYB KHUTY, ITOJI0KUIT €€ Ha [IePEBSHHBINA CTOJ ¥ IOJOIIEN KO MHE C IITMPOKO OTKPHITHIMU
TJIa3aMu.

— 4 Tak cyacTnIuB.

Ero romoc AOpPO2KaJll OT BOJIHEHN A, HO 4 HE CMEJla 00MaHbIBATHCS.

— 4 ckyuan no tebe, KOceHuans.

Ero xonopHble pyKH 00XBaTHUIA MOU ILIEKH.

— Yero TH NBLITAEIIbC I[O6I/ITI:C5{ 3TUM?

— Yro?

— Cuia Mapku3a ['unbepa.

— T5I TONBKO MPUIIIa ¥ CMeellb TOBOPUTE O APYTOM MyXKYUHE?

Papocts B ronoce Tacca 3aTuxiia, a ero YEPHLIE T'1a3a IOTEMHEIH.

OH Me[JIeHHO ONyCTUJ T'0JIOBY, U KOHUUK ero IIKXPOKOr0 HOCA CONPUKOCHYJICS ¢ MouM. ['opsiuee
[BIXaHUE COTPEeJIo MO0 KOXKY.

— Teri 3m€ech, 4TOOH YBUOETHh MEHS, II03TOMY ITIOCMOTPH Ha MeHs, FOCeHuab.

— Thacc.

Ot 3anaxa, HallOTHUBIIIET O MOU HO3OpH, Yy MEHA IIOMYTHIIOCEH B I'OJIOBE.

— He TOBOPH O OPYI'UX JIIOOAX U IIPOCTO PACCKAaXKU MHE O CBOUX BOJTHEHHAX.

Huzkui, TpuriyiieHHs rooc apamnan Mou 6apabaHHble IEPEIIOHKY TaKUM TOHOM, 4YTO S He MOTJa
IIOHSITh, yTPO3a 3TO UM MOJib0a.

Kak Bcerma, s BCKpHKHYJIQ, IIPEeXK/Ie YeM BCE IOIIIO HATePEKOCSK.



— He Hapo urpats co MHOU!

— 4 cepb€3HO.

Konuuk ero sHoca COBUHYJICA 9YTh B CTOPOHY. Harmm T'YGBI MOTJIM BOT-BOT COIIPUKOCHYTBECSA, IIO3TOMY A
CTPSAXHYyJIa HIMPOKYIO JIaJOHBL CO CBO€I IeKM U CXBaTuia Tacca 3a BOPOTHHK.

— IToBTOpSI0: HE Urpait co MHOM. [TPOCTO CKaxku MHeE, YTO Ha 3TOT pa3? YeM s 3aciyKuiia MOJIbOBI
Mapku3a ['mnbepa? [TogoOHOE TPOUCXOOUT faKe He B MIEPBHIX pas.

— AX, KakoB TJIymnen-CelH 1 KaKOB MyOpPeI-OTell.

— Taccsanyn Houcsumnm!

4 obparmanack K €ro MOJTHOMY UMEHHU TOJILKO B HACTOSIIITHE MOMEHTHI 3JI0CTH, OMHAKO MOM CTaphIH
OPYT IpOoOoyKa yneidaTecss. CKopee, eMy XOTeJIOCh, YTOOH s OTITYCTHIIa €T0 BOPOTHHUK, ¥ OH IIEIIKO
CXBATHJICA 3a MOE 3alsICThe.

— [Touemy, FOceHuans?

— CTpaHHO, YTO BCE€X HU C TOTO HHU C CEro IIPUTOBOPUIIN K CMepTHOﬁ Ka3HH.

— [Touemy?

Korpma Tacc HaKJIOHUI TOJIOBY, €r0 IpeKpacHbe BOJIOCH yIlany BHU3. B rpyau UHCTUHKTUBHO
3apOMUIIOCE XKeJlaHue IPUBECTU UX B IIOPSMOK, OOHAKO A MOIBITalach COCPENOTOYUTHCS Ha
pasrosope.

— Tl cKa3aj, 4To NMprKa3al Ka3HUTh CTapIllero ChiHa MapKu3a. Mapku3a ['unbep HeyCTaHHO
paboTaeT Ha 651aro0 CTpaHHI, TaK C Yero BOAPYT?

Coie Mapku3a ['mnbepa mor ObITH BUHOBEH. OgHakKo, 6epsi 9T0 BO BHUMAaHHeE, ero JeHCTBUS BCeraa
ObLIM aKKypPaTHHIMH.

Boree Toro, K coaJeHUI0, MOK [IPYT NETCTBA MOT BHE3aIIHO OTJaBaTh MPUKA3H 10 TUIy «OTpybuTe
TOJIOBY 3TOMY YOIIOOKY!»

— ITOT I0HOIIIA COBEPIINII OIINOKY.

— Yto oH chenan? OH 3aMbIIUIAN U3MeHY? Wy BEIMOras Hajaoru?



— Her.

— Torpa uto?

—...Yero rpexa OHpeJIeJ'[éHHO €CTh II€Ha.

Yro, uépT mobepu, OH XOTEJI CKa3aTh?

Tacc MenneHHO NMOTNaguII THIIBHYI0 CTOPOHY MO€eH JTafOHY MOYIIeYKOH ablia, U 1 CKpUIIHYIa
3y0aMu OT HETIPUTOMHOT'O TeIla.

ThI Bcera cTapaenrbcs IepexkuTh Mof00HYI0 CUTYaIIHIO.

4 mombITanack BEICBOOOOUTEL PYKY, HO IeTKKe T1ajblibl He OTIYCKamu e€. M0oXHO OBII0 ObI
nornpo0oBaTh IPUMEHUTH CUJTY, HO 9TO OyneT 6ecrosie3Ho, I03TOMY S OCTaBUJIa IIONBITKY
COTIPOTUBJIEHUS.

BMecTo 9TOT0 5 yCcTaBUIach B €ro0 HeIIPpOHUIlaeMble I'ta3a. CJI0BHO IOTJIONIAs OCTaIbHOM CBET,
oTpaxanach B UX I'TyOuHe.

4 ckopuua HeIPUI3HEHHYI0 I'PUMacy.

— Yro0 3TO 3a rpex?

— OH chenan Tebe TpeaIokKeHUe.

— Yto?

¢ HaxMypuachk OT MOOOOHKIX CIIOB.

— CpiH Mapku3a ['unbepa IOIPOCUIT TBOEH PYKH.

— ...OTKy[ma ThH 3Haelb?

910 OBITIO He TPOMKOE IIPeMJIoKeHNe - CBIH MapKKu3a THXO0 IIOTIPOCUIT MEHS BHIUTH 3a HEro 3aMyxX.

BmecTo 0TBeTa MO#i OPYT MPUIIOTHS YTONIKHU TI'y0.

— Trr!



— Hert Hu4ero, uto Onl g HU 3HAJ 0 Tebe, OceHuIJE.

MHe X0TenI0Ch OCIIOPUTh C TeM, CTOUT JIM 3TUM TOPAUTHCS, HO PeIlniia MPUAePKUBATHCS HAaCyITHON
IPOOIIEMHI.

— OH 3ax0Tes MOel PYKH, U II03TOMY Thl BO3HAMEPHJICS YOUTh ero?

— Ia.

— Ho on npocro nocBaTancs?

— W aToro moctaTo4yHO, YTOOR KA3HUTH €r0, — YEPHHIE T'Ia3a X0JIONHO OrecHynu. — OH 0CMeucs
TIOTTPOCUTH PyKu KOCeHuamb.

— Yro...

— I'pex mpepmaraTh Pyky u cepaue KOceHuans, He 3Hasi CBOETO MECTA.

4 motepsina map peyu.

— A 0H corperuui.

[To uTory 9TO 3HAYMIIO, YTO CHIH MapKu3a ['unbepa B mo60M ciiydyae MOT IOTUOHYTH U3-3a MEHS.

B cBoéMm BO3pacCTe s MOr'Jia II0JIy4aTh JOCTATOYHO HpeJIHO}KeHI/IfL U HUYYTh HE CTPAHHO, YTO ChIH
MadpPKH3a IIPpUCIIaldl MHe IIPeOJIOZKEeHHNE, IIOCKOJIBKY 1 He COCTOSAJIa B OTHOIIIEHUAX.

TakuMm 06pa3oM, OH 3aKOBaJI MEeHSI B CBOM THCKH. [10zKanmyiCcTa, BEIKOMIAKTE MHE ITPOXOM, YTOOH! 51
MoTJIa cOeXaTh.

Ho s He Xenana DOKUgaTh 3TO MECTO, He IOMBITABIINACEH CIIaCTH ChIHA MapPKH3a FHH6epa OT Ka3HH.

— Thacc.

— KOceHuane BHIUIET 3aMyXK 3a MEHS.

3a 9TUMU CJI0BaMM II0CIIefoBana YHBI6Ka - Ka3ayoch, TacC CIUIIKOM CBITO BEPHII B 3TO.

— YTo0 3a yyIlb.



— Pa3Be MHI He IOr0BOPUIUCH 00 3TOM B IeTCTBE?

— ¢ HUKOTrMa He faBajia CBOETO COTJIACHUA.

B roHOCTH Tacc umen IIPUBLIYKY IIPUHUMATE CaAaMOIIPOMI3BOJIELHEIE PEIIE€HU A, HUKOT'Id HE CIIpallhBasa
MOETro MHEHHA U IIPOOOJIZKAad HAaCTauBATh.

— TolI monKHaA CcTaTh MOeH XKeHou. Mnu... TonbKo He roBOpU MHE, — PE3KO0 IIPOIlenTaa MyXK4KHa,
BHE3allHO pacClaxHyB rja3a. — YTo Tel HaMepeHa BHIMTHU 3a HEro 3aMyxk?..

— Her.

— §1 momxeH ObINT yOUTH ero paHbine. [Ipexne, ueM OH ycmen Obl cuenaTth Ipeanoxenue KOceHuans.
MHe HUKOT[a He HPABUJICS €T0 BT Ha Tebe.

B ornuuue ot ry0, M30THYTHIX B YNILIOKE, €T0 Tla3a OB IOJTHB YOUMCTBEHHON SHEpTuu.
CXBATHUIIACh 32 MYyKCKYIO PYKY, OTIacasiCh, YTO OH MOT B JTI060 MOMEHT MOUTH U 06€3TIaBUTh
HEBUHHOTO YeJI0BeKa.

— B uém geno, FOceruann?

Tacc IIPUIITYPUIICA, IPUHABIINCE IIOTJIA2KUBATH MOIO I.T.IeKy' O0JIBIINM IMajableM.

— KOcenuans.

T'o70Cc MOEro fpyra APOTHYL.

— KOcenuann, MH IOXKeHUMCS. Tak Benn?

MHe X0Tenoch BEIPBATh PYKY U3 erHKOfI XBAaTKH4, HO TYT OH 00OHSII MEHS 3a TaJIHI0 M, CKJIOHUBIIIKCE,
3alleIlTall Ha yXO:

— Torma MBI CMOKEM IIPOCHIIIATLCS B OMHOM IIOCTENH, JEeIUTh OHO MTPOCTPAHCTRO...

Crnagkui 3amax Teja IeKoTajl MO HOC.

— CMokeM BumeThcs B mo0oe Bpemsi. [a?

Pyka Ha Moe¥ Tanuu Hadasa BEIpHCOBaTh Kpyru. CIOBHO IJIaMs C MOeH JIaJJOHU [IepeMeCTUI0Ch Ha
CIIUHY, OTTOTO B HEM BO3HHUKIIA JIerkas 00Jb.



— [TocmoTtpu Ha MeHs, KOceHusb.

Kasanocs, g nagaim B pyKH UCKYIIEHUS.

4 momeITanack OTCTYIIUTH Ha3ad, HO He COBMHYJIaCh HU Ha ﬁOTy, KakK 6y;E[TO IIPOBAJIXIIACh B JIMIIKOE
00110TO. HeBupumas JIOBYIIKA 3aXJIOIIHYJIACh.

— B3rnsgHu Ha MeH4...

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, S OTITYCTHJIa YyXKYI0 JafoHb, ¥ Majblibl, IpobexkaBiruecs 0T Moero 6empa 0o 60ka,
MICUE3IH.

— Hcenusne?

4 CTIOKOMHO OTTONKHYJIA OT ce0s MOTSIHYBIIYIOCS KO MHE PYKY U IPUHSJIACH IPUBOOUTE B IIOPSIOK
0eCIIOKOUBIITYIO MEeHS JOJIroe BpeMs 4Ky Tacca.

My}K‘-II/IHa ITOKOPHO OIIYCTHUJII PYKY XU BMECTO 3TOTr'0 CTaJl HaCJIaXKOAaTbCA MOUM IIPUKOCHOBEHUEM. Ero
PECHUIIBL OBLITH HAaCTOJIBKO OJIMHHBIMHA, YTO JaXKe KallJIl JOXKOA MOT'JIM Ha HUX 3aJepXKaThbCA.

— 4 mio6mio Tebs, KOceHnanb, — TUXO MPOIIENTall OH ¥ KPeIKo 00HSI MeHS 3a Tajluio.

Mowu mamblibl, KaCaBIIMECS €ro IIeTKOBUCTHIX BOJIOC, TPOIUIMCE 3a €ro yIIaMu U OIyCTUJIMCh Ha
TBEPIOE TIJIEYO.

Hekorga ManeHbKHM MaJIb4¥MK TOTO K€ BO3PACTa, YTO U 51, BHE3AIIHO CTaJl Ha TOJIOBY BEIIIE MEHS, a
KPOXOTHOE TeJIbIle, KOTOPOe $ JIETKO MOTJIa IepKaTh Ha pyKaX, Teleps ObIJIO JOCTAaTOYHO IIUPOKHUM,
YTOOBI YKPHITh MEHS B CBOMX OOBSATHSX.

Ha camom mene Bomockl Tacca u3Ha4anbHO HE OBITH T-IépHBIMI/I, KaK U1 ero rijas3a.

['maBHast BEeTBb UMIIEPATOPCKOU CceMbi CeBepHOM UMIIEPUM U3 IIOKOJIEHUS B IIOKOJIEHME POXKaalach
CO CBETJILIMU BOJIOCAMH Y T'OJIyOBIMU T'Jla3aMu. Y HUX TOYHO JOJIKHA Oblna OBITh MOofoOHas
BHEIIIHOCTB, YTOOBI IIPETEHN0BATh Ha JOJIZKHOCTH CJIeAyIOIIero uMIiepaTopa.

— Tacc.

— Ia?

— Kak... Kak TH n3MeHUJ IIBET BOJIOC U I1a3”?



3aneyvaTIeBUINICS B MOl IIaMsITH KaK IIeCTUIETHUN MaIbYiK, OH BCEM CBOUM CYIIECTBOM
IeMOHCTPHUPOBAJI CBOIO MPHUHAMIEKHOCTh K KOPOJIEBCKOM ceMbe. PEOEHOK C BOJIOCAMM LIBETa YHCTOTO
30JI0Ta ¥ TJ1a3aMH 1IBeTa camGupoB OwUT MOmo6eH sspKoMy COmHITy. Ho Temeph OH MPeBPaTHIICS B
MPAYHOTO ¥ XOJIOJHOT0 YeJI0BeKa, 0OHUMAIOIIEr0 MEHS TaK KPEIKO, UTO Y MEeHS IIepeXBaThIBAJIO
IbIXaHUe.

— TrI X0oueIs 3HATL?

— Ia.

— Torma Tebe cnenyeT mpexXe BHINTH 3@ MEHS 3aMyXK.

— He Taxoi nexoun.

— XM, Tebe He TI00IEITHO?

OOBIYHO OH BBUIOKWII OBl MHE BCE 0€3 JIUIITHUX IPOCHD, HO ceryac IMPOoHosizKa AepxKaTh POT Ha
3aMKe, CJIOBHO 9TO [eUCTBUTEILHO ObIJI0 OOIBIIUM CEKPETOM.

— 4 xouy, uTo6s FOceHnuanb 3afiaBaia MHOTO BOIIPOCOB 000 MHE.

MHe HYKHO OBITIO CPOYHO 0€XKaTh.

— OTO [0Ka3aTelIbCTBO TOT0, 4YTO KOCEHUA b UHTEPECyeTCsa MHOM.

Korga s momxHa Oplnta cOexkaTh?

Korpga Mo#t 10HBIM OPYT AETCTBa IOIIPOCKIT MEHS BHIMTH 3a HEro 3aMyxK U3 JIIo0BU KO MHe? Mnu Korga
s YBUAEJIO €ro, TaK U3MEHUBIIET0Cs CIIYCTS CTOJIb JOJIT0€e BPeMs?

Wnu B mo6oi gpyro MOMEHT.

— Pa3Be Tebe He MHTEPECEH CEKPET MOel HOBOM BHEITHOCTH?

— HuuyTts.

Tacc ssBHO ciyiman MeHs Brionyxa. Ha ero ryb6ax urpaia yiasi0ka, Co6a3HUTEIbHAS U B TO K€ BpEMs
HeBUHHas, KakK y peO€HKa.

— Xax, 3T0 TOYHO B TBOEM BKyce, KOceHuab.



Y MeHs He HaXOOUIIOCh CJIOB [JI1 OTBETA.

— Trl onpenenéHHO MHe HPaBUIILCS.
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