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"Kakue-To 4yepTh?" JIupiep TUIbOUY BOPOB CIIPOCUJI C TIOOOTIBITHBIM B3TJISIAOM, HO TYT K€ OIIYCTHII
ero. "He BaxXHO, 5 yKe OTIPaBUJI HEKOTOPHIX U3 CBOMX JIYUIINX, YTOOEl pa300paThCs C
fecmopsigkoM".

"TlepexonuM K Clefylolel TeMe, Y MeHs OBIJI0O HECKOJIBKO Hefl jisi Tebs, HO 9TH IJIaHHL T0Ka
OTJIOKEHHL. Y MeHs eCTh KOe-uTo ropa3no 6ojnee UHTepecHoe, 61arofaps 3TOMy THEBHUKY". IIbd
TOBOPUJI, IOCTYKKBasi ce0s 110 TPyIH, U, CYAs 10 3ByKaM, Ka3ajioCh, YTO JHEBHUK XPAaHUTCS B
HarpymoHOM KapMaHe. "Y MeHs I0Ka HeT [7id Tebs 3afaHus, HO IPUXONU Yyepe3 dac WY OBa, U,
BO3MOXKHO, y MeHs OyfeT g Te0s BaXkHOe IopydeHue".

"Torga 51 BEpHYCh Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO 4acoB". MepnuH KUBHYJ I'0JIOBOM, ITOIIPOILAJICS ¥ CHOBA BhIIIEN
13 y0exkullla TUIbAUYA BOPOB.

Brliifg Ha ynuiy ¥ 1pobupasich K BEIXOAY U3 TPYLI00, OH OCTAaHOBUJICS y TOTO MeCTa, e youn
ctpaxHnuka. K ynusnenuio MeprnrHa, TPyl OXpaHHUKA U BCSA KPOBH YKe UCYE3H, KaK OyATO TaM
HU4ero He IPOUCXOAUIIO BCEr0 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT Ha3af.

Korma MepnuH HaKOHEI BEIIIEN U3 TPYI0O, OH Mpo6pasics B TOMNIY, CIeAys 3a MOTOKOM TPAHCIOpTa
[asnblie B TOPOA.

"OHa 3HaeT, 4TO THl CHelNall..." CHOBa KTO-TO IIPOLIEINTal IPSAMO B yX0 MepnuHy, 0T4ero y Hero
BOJIOCHI BCTajK ObI00M. Ml CHOBa, KOTHa OH 00epHYJICS, BOKPYT He OBbLJIO HY IPUCTIOHUBILINXCS, HU
maxe HeymoOHO OTM3KO0 CTOSIINX JTI0IeH, TOJIbKO 'OPCTKa TOPT'OBIIEB U UX MTOBO3KHU. Korpa oH CHOBa
II0BEPHYJICS JIMI[OM B TY CTOPOHY, KyZa IlIeJI, [0jI0ca 3aroBOpuUiIu CHoBa. "Opakys BUAUT Bce..."

Kak 6bl TOITBEPK/ast €T0 MTO03PEeHMS, XpUN ObIJT HACTONIBKO JII06e3eH, YTO COOOIINII, C KeM OHU
CBSI3aHHL. Y HETo OBIIO TPefYyBCTBUE, YTO 9TO OyOeT UMEHHO OHa, B OCHOBHOM K3-3a TOTO, YTO
CITy4YHUJIOCh, KOT/Ia OH HaXOAMJICS TIOCPEOH MTOO3eMENThs, a TaKkKe TIOTOMY, YTO OHa BOOOIIe BEI3HIBAJIA
y HEero AypHLIe IPef4YyBCTBHS.

MepnuH BEIHBIDHYIT U3 TOJIIEL ¥ HAIIPABUJICS B TUIBAUI0O HaeMHUKOB. Korfa oH BoIlesn, Ha HEro
YCTaBUJIACh, HO BpaxkKmeOHBIX MM HACTOPOXKEHHBIX B3TISA0B ObIJIO HE TaK MHOT0, KaK B ITPOIIJIBINA
pa3. Kazanocs, MacTep runpauu oTaeneruss OpxoMeHyca feflaeT BCe BO3MOXKHOe, UTOOHI UCIIPaBUTh
penyTaiuo MepnuHa.

OH nopoIien K CTOMKe, 3a KOTOPOM CHfiesa Ta e XKeHIIWHA, YTO U B IIPOLIJLIA pa3, U BHEITIAAENa
CKyyYarolien.

"C Bo3BpainenueM! PaboTa, HOBOCTH UJIM aJTIKOT'0JIb?" CIIPOCHUIIa CeKpeTapiia 6e3 JTUIIHUX CBETCKUX
becer.

"f1 mpumy moOble HOBOCTH ¥ CITyXH, criacu60". 0TBeTUI MepuH.

"Xopo1io, maBaiiTe 5 TOCMOTPIO, YTO y HAC TYT eCTh". 2ZKeHIIMHa qoCcTala TOpCTh JOKYMEHTOB U
Hayvasa OBICTPO MEePeTuCTHBATh UX, IPOIUCTEIBAS 3arofioBKY. "Hy, BO-TIePBHX, IeHb Ha3a[l B
OpxoMeHyce IIPOU30IIIe]l CePhe3HbIH UHITUIEHT: HeXKUTh, KOTOPYIO 3aMeTU U Oponsie 1mo
Oru3nexaleMy Jecy, pelliiiia HalacTh Ha TOPOf, YOUB HECKOJIBKUX I'PaXkIaHCKUX, TOPOMICKYIO
CTpaxy ¥, B YaCTHOCTH, IBOPsSIHMHA U3 foMa PemMonmoB. [1o ciyxaM, 9Ta HeXKuTh Oblla yOuTa TOMU Ke
HOYBIO KEM-TO, KOTO HAEMHUKY Ha3bIBalOT [Ipu3pakom".

"Takke B OpxoMeHyCe, MBI TIOJTy4YUJIM HOBOCTU 00 3TOM COBCeM HeflaBHO. [Ipe3unenT [IpoBusus



JImyectepa, Apsenn JIngectep, OblJT HaliieH B TOM e JIeCy C TOPCThIO CTpe B Tejie. ETo oXxpaHHUKHA
TOBOPSIT, YTO Ha HUX HAIlaJId BOJIKH, HO CTPEJIBbI, T0X0XKe, OBITN BRIMYIIEeHB TOOIHHOM, a 3TH OBE PACHI
B TeX Kpasx He nagat". OHa mpoposxkuia. "XomsaT cinyxu, 4yto JIndectep ObLT YOUT KEM-TO, C KeM Y
Hero ObI/IM pa3HOTIacusl HaKaHyHe. [IpedmnoiaraeMoro npecTynHUKa BUAeIu yOerawiumM 13 ropoya,
KOTr[a TOPOJICKHE CTPaKHUKU IOIIPOCUIIN €ro IBUTHCS Ha AOmpoc”.

"o cux 1op He OBIJI0 HUKAKUX HOBBIX COOOIIEHUY OT KOPOJIEBCKUX NATPyJiel Ha rpaHulle, Xapucus
BCe ellle 0TKa3hIBAETCS OTBeYaTh Ha 3alpOoChkl BHEITHEr0 MUpPa, TOPCTKa pa3BeqYuKoB Oblia ImociaHa
B Terelickue 0010Ta, HO HU OOWH He BepHYyJca". OHa Hadaja 3a4UThIBaTh HECKOIHKO 00HOBIEHHBIX
CBefleHUN U3 cTapoy uHdopmanuu. "A paHee cerogus He00 Ha XpaMOM ApTeMHUObl CHOBA
3aropesnoch. M ellle He MOIYYUIN HUKAKUX cO0OIIeHul o cuTyanuu B JInKoa, HO, CyOs IO pa3MepaM
CBeTa, Mbl MOXKEM IIPEII0NIOKUTh, UTO IIOSIBUIIACE ellle OffHa O0JIbIIas rPyIina IOTYCTOPOHHUX
CYyILIECTB.

HauyaB nepeTtacoBriBaTh JOKYMEHTEI, OHa HalllJla IIOCIEOHIO NHGOPMAIHIO, KOTOpas, BOSMOXKHO,
noKaxeTcss MepuHy UHTEepeCcHO!. "M HaKOHell, T0X0Xke, TOSBUI0CH 00JIbIII0e KOIMYECTBO AET O
IIPOTABIINX JIIOAAX U3... OpXoMeHyca, OnATh Ke. YTO IPOUCXOAUT C 9TUM ropogom?..."

"B mo60oM ciydae, oX0XkKe, YTO IIPOU30III0 HECKOIBKO IIOXUILEHUH TI0fleH, Ty TelleCTBYIOIINX
Mexnay OpxomeHnycoMm u Kadueii. Mbl cunTaeM, 4TO 3TO KpynHas OaHOUTCKas olepalus,
CKphIBalolascs B necy. He moxoxe, 4To ropofackas cTpaxa OpxoMeHa MOXKET BHIAENUTD IO AT
060pBLOBI C HUMHU, 0COOEHHO B CBSI3HM C HEJABHUMU ITpoOIeMaMu B ropofie, II09TOMY IIOKa JTy4Iile
n30erathb MOE30K 10 3Tou gopore". OHa 3aKOHYHUJIA 0OBSICHEHUS U aKKYPaTHO CJI0XKWIA HOKYMEHTHL.
"CTpamHsle BpeMeHa MH IIepexuBaeM”.

Y cuoBa 3mech OBI7I0 MHOT'O HHpOpPMAIUK [T aHanu3a. Bcerga OBII0 MOME3HO MPUCIYIIMBATHCS K
MECTHBIM CJTyXaM K HOBOCTSIM U3 COCEIHUX TOPOJOB, B OONIBIIMHCTBE CIyYaeB OHM HaMeKaju Ha
OCHOBHBIE 3a[JaHUsI, HO UHOTHA MOTJIM [aTh ITOICKAa3KKM Ha BO3MOXKHEIE CKPHITHIE 3a[aHUs WA OPYTHE
CEKpPETHI.

"Cnacu0o. [leiCTBUTENIbHO, CTPAIIHbEe BpeMeHa'". MepuH nobnarogapui XKeHIIUHY, II0C/ie 4ero
BHIIIEN U3 3TaHUS TUIbAUYA HAEMHUKOB.

[Toka y Hero OBUIO BpeMs, OH PELINJI Y3HaTh, YTO CKaXKeT CyMacllefas 3MenHas jenu. [Tocne
pacckasa 3nbda oHa eMy He 0COOeHHO HpaBUJIaCh, & TO, YTO JIIOOU NIpeCcefoBaIl ero U MIenTaay Ha
yX0, TOXe He crioco6cTBOBaso fgemny. Ho B HeM pociio to00mbITCTBO: YTO K€ el 0T Hero HyKHO?

[Tocne Hemonroi nporynku MepnuH okasacs y 00HeCEeHHOT0 CTEHOM KOMIIeKCa, B KOTOPOM XKUJT
3meenocen Kumo. OH mopo1esn K BOpoTaM, Ha KOTOPHIX ObIT 1300paxkKeH CTPaHHbIM CUMBOJI OBYX
NepemnieTeHHEIX 3Mel, KyCcalollyuX APYT Opyra 3a XBOCT.

Pa3pascs rpoOMKUM J193T, ¥ BOPOTa Pe3KO paclaXxHYIUCh, IBUB TOTO XKe MOJIOLOI'0 IBOPELKOIro-
CyIlepMOfelib, KOTOPHIY BEJI €r0 B IPOLJIEIY pas.

"Opakyn xkpman Bac". [IBopelkuit ToBOpUII, Ka3anoch, 0€33MOIMOHAIBHEIM I'0JIocoM. "TlozKamyicTa,
cliefyuTe 3a MHOU".

I BOpeLKuy MPOBETT €T0 110 TOM Ke KaMeHHON KUPIUYHOM JIeCTHHUIIe ¥ Yepe3 OOJIBbIINYI0 IBEPD, Yepe3
KOTOPYIO OH BOILIEJT B IIPOIJILIM pa3. Korga oH BOIIen B 3faHKe, IIePBOe, YTO IIPOU3OIIIIO, 3TO TO, UTO
€ro 4yBCTBa ObLIM TTOAABJIEHE ABHIMOM, UCXOASIIUM OT MaHTaJIOB, PAcIOJIOKEeHHBIX 110 BCEMY
IIOMEILEeHUI0, B KOTOPBEIX CHOBA F'OPEJI0 pacTeHue, I0X0XKee Ha JPaKOH.

Korga oH OTKpBI I'/1a3a ¥ OCMOTPEJICS, TO YBUAEN BCE TeX XKe JIIofel, UTO U B IIPOILIILIN pa3, OfeTHIX



KaK KyKJbl. biarogaps pa3roBopy C IJlaBOW 'MIbIUU BOPOB, OH TEIEPh 3HAJ, YTO BCE, KTO Cenyac
HaXOMIMTCS B 9TOM KOMHATe, CBSI3aHHI C TUJIbAKUel BopoB. OHU OBUIM MITTMOHAMU, KOTOPHIX OKOJIIOBasa
JKeHIIHA, WU IeMOH, Ha3klBatouias ce6st Kurno.

Korga MepnuH nepelies Ha APYTY0 CTOPOHY KOMHATHI, OH 3aMETHJI, YTO T'OJIOBHI BCEX
IPUCYTCTBYIOUIUX B KOMHATE MEJIEHHO CJIeAsT 3a HUM, 3TO OBIJIO II0X0Ke Ha CLieHY U3 GuibMa
yxacoB. OfiHa U3 KYKOJI, ofeTast Kak CTU/IbHasg OU3Hec-Ieu, CTOsINIa y IBEPH, OHa MEeJJIEHHO
OTKphINia ee [y MepiuHa, a 3aTeM ObICTPO 3aKphljia 3@ HUM, KOTJja OH BOILIE]I.

'9T0 ykacHO, KaK Bcerpa'. mogyman MepinuH, BXoAs B cheprudecKylo KOMHATY.

OH mopo1es K BHIK/TI0UATeI0, KOTOPEIYM eMy CKa3alu IIeKHYTh B IPOIUIEIN pas, U IIeIKHYT UM 6e3
penynpexXneHusi, B pe3yiabTaTe Yero JIIOK B IIEHTPe KPHILIU KYII0la OTKPBIJICS, COITPOBOKOAaEMBIN
TPOMKHUM METAJITNYECKUM CKPUIIOM.

"Tebe meHCTBUTEIFHO CTOUT CMa3aTh 3TO MacjaoM". IPOBOPYaAl MepnH, HAllpPaBIssich K
[BYCIAJIbHOY KPOBATH B LIEHTPE KOMHATHI.

Ha KpoBaTu j1eKajl CUTy3T, CKPHITHIM 3a OeIbIMU KPYKEBHHIMU 3aHaBeCKaMH, KOTOPHIMHU OBLI
3apanupoBaH MOJIOT KpoBaTH. MepnuH HabIrogan, Kak Gurypa MeaieHHO IIOAHUMAETCS C KPOBATH U
I0JI3EeT K KPal KPOBATH, YTOOHI OTOIBUHYTH 3aHABECKH.

Opakyn CHOBa IpefcTaa nepeq MepnuHOM: BEICOKast OefHast KeHIIWHa, Ha KOTOPO# He OBIIO0
HUYero, KpoMe 6eJIoro IIeIKOBOTO XajlaTa, a AJTHHHbIE BOJTHUCTEIE OPAaHZKeBhIe BOJIOCH YaCTHYHO
CKpBIBAJM GMPIO30BOTO MUTOHA, KOTOPHIHM BCe ellle 00BUBAJI €€ IIel0.

"1 mpuMy TBO¥ COBET K CBEe[IeHUIO". pa3facs ee MATKUM ronoc. "Boxe, Thl OBUT 0YEHD 3aHAT, HE TaK
m?"

"Tepoit OpxoMeHycCa, a TaKxXe 3JI0fled, YKPaBLINY KU3Hb JOBEepPeHHOro Kymnua". ['osoc opakysa cran
elrte 60yiee MpayHEIM, KOTTla OHa 00BUHMIa MepnuHa: "TH - TOT ellle UHTPUTaH. M pagu TBoUX
3aMBICJIOB B TBOMX IIPECTYIIJIEHUIX OB 3aII0I03PEeH HEBUHHEIN YeoBeK. HeT, 3To ObUIT YeloBek,
KOTOPOTO Thl HAMEPEHHO Clefiall M0J03peBaeMbIM C TOMOIILI0 TONOPOIIEeHHEIX YUK,

"Ho s..." MepnuH 3aMeTHJI, YTO TJla3a KEHIIUHH cJIierka 071ecTeny, Korma OHa CMOTpesia Ha Hero, HO
yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUM OHU OBICTPO BEPHYIHNCH B HOpMalbHOe cocTosgHue. "{ moiimarna Tebs".
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