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MepmuH ynoBum cinabblit 3amax KPOBH, YYBCTBO MTAHUKHU TPOOEKAIIO 110 er0 TeNly, OH BHE3aIHO
nepectan ugtu. Oba 6aHgUTa 00EPHYIIUCEH, 3aMETHB, YTO MepNIUH YCUIUI 6OUTETbHOCTD U BRITJISSAUT
HaIpPSAKEHHBIM.

"B yeMm meno?" cupocun Mapimnii 6aHouT. [71a3a gpyroro 6aHAUTa Cy3uIMCch, MepIuH 3aMETHUI 3TO,
HO He OBUT YBEPEH, KaKie MBICIIM IIPOHOCSITCST B €0 T'0JIOBE.

"¢ yyBCTBYy10 3amax KpoBu". oTBeTuN MepnuH. OH He OBINT yBEPeH, KakKuM OymeT marepb pa3b0oMHUKOB,
HO B JIarepsx 6oyee XKeCTOKUX pac 0ObLIYHO BalsAIKUCh TPYIBl. OH He ObIT YBEPEH, YTO 3TO OTHOCHUTCS
MMEHHO K 3TOMY Jlarepio pa300MHUKOB, UK 3arax KPOBU UCXOOUT OTKYAA-TO eIIle... WJIK YTO-TO elle.

Momnomnoit 6aHOUT Havasl IpeyBeTHnYeHHO BHUMATEIbHO HIOXATh BO3OYX BOKPYT cebs, a 3aTeM
TIOBEPHYJICS K MepnuHy U IoXKaJl IjleyaMu. Y3KUi BT APYroro 6aHAuTa CMSATYUIICS, OH TTOHSII,
4YTO MepiuH, BepPOSITHO, IPOCTO CIIMIIKOM OCTOPOKEH.

"Ckropee BCET0, 9TO KPOBb JKMBOTHOT'0, HE BOJIHYHCS, 9TO 0OBIYHOE [IeJI0 B 3THUX Kpasix, 0COOEHHO
HOUb10". Boee yMHBINM OAHIUT MOMIBITAICS YTEIIUThL MepiiHa, a 3aTeM IIPOMOIKHUII CBOM IIyTh K
cnaboMy cBeTy Baaseke. "MEI TOYTH IOMa, OCTAlIOCh IPOUTH ellle Tapy MUHYT".

BouTtenbHOCT MepnuHa Bce elre Oblyla IOBBIIIIEHA, HO OH ITOCTIEI0BaT 3a HUM. [1o Mepe
IIPOMBUKEHUS T10 JIeCy 3allaX KPOBU CTaHOBUJICS BCe CUJIbHEE, U OH 30 BCEX CUJI CTapascs
OTTOPONMUTHLCS OT APKUX IMIPeAyIpeRaarolIuX 3HaKOB B CBOEM MO3TY, IPU3LIBAIOIINX €T0 6eKaTh.

['pynma mpomomkaja HATH Yepes JiIeC ¥ HaKOHeIl JOCTUTIIa MeCTa paclojioxkeHus nareps. Korma
T'PYIIIa BHIIUIA U3 Jleca Ha IOJISHY, Mep/IuHy OTKPRUICS BHM Ha Jlarepb, KOTOPHIH OB 3a0JI0KHPOBaH
HECKOJIbKMMHY COTHSIMU OpeBeH, YI0XKEeHHBIX APYT Ha Apyra 1 06pas3yiomux 60JIbiryio OpeBeHYaTyo
CTEHY BOKPYT JIareps.

MepnuH yOUBISAICS, KaK Jarephb A0 CUX IOP He YHUYTOXKUIN HAeMHUKHU UK CONmaThl. Ecnu Ok 3TO
OB TPOCTO GECTIOMOIITHEIE MUPHEIE XKUTEJTH, Pa30UBIIINE Jareph B Jiecy, He ObITI0 OBl HUKAKUX
IIIAHCOB, YTO OHM CTaIK OBl COMMPOTUBIISTHCS TOCTOSHHBIM IIPecienoBaHusM. Ho, Kak 0Ka3aiock, OHU
CMOTJTH BBIKHUTD, TIOTOMY YTO IIOCTPOUIIH, TIO CYTH, OEPEBSIHHEIN (OPT.

CBeT, KOTOpHI MepuH BUOeEN BOajleKe HEKOTOPOe BpeMs Ha3afl, CBET, Ha KOTOPHIH Iija TpyIina, Obl1
eOUHCTBEHHBIM (DOHAPEM, BUCEBIIMM HaJl HEPEBIHHEIMU BOPOTAMHU, CITyKUBIIMMHU BXOIOM B Jlareph.

['pyma nogomiyia K BXOAY, ¥ TYT C aBAHIIOCTa BHITJISHYJ BOOPYKEHHbIM OXpaHHUK II0CTapIlle ’
IIOTIPOCHUJI TPYIITy Ha3BaTh ce0s. Maamunii 6aHIUT OBICTPO OTBETHII OGHOCIIOKHOM (pa3oi 0 TOM,
YTO OH HEe MOXKEeT y3HaTh COOCTBEHHOTO ChIHA, ¥ Yepe3 MTHOBEHME BOPOTA Havyallk Pa3IBUTaThLCS.

"THl mAaBHO K7aJjl, YTOOBI BOCIIOIb30BaTLCS 3TOU IITYKOH, HEe Tak mu?" Mep/nIuH 3aMeTu, 4To
MaIuE pa300RHUK BHITJISIIE BeCbMa IOBOJIbHEIM CO00M, YTO ITO3BOJIUIIO €My MPEAN0I0XKUTh, YTO
3TO, BEPOSITHO, €ro repBas BhlJIa3Ka 3a Mpefielikl KPeIoCTH, fa 1 001Iasi HauBHOCTh ToXKe Oblna
CHUJIbHBIM IIPHU3HAKOM.

B oTBeT Mnagmuit 6AaHOUT HaXalbHO XUXUKHYII, T0X0XKe, OH OBbIT pajl, YTO KTO-TO 00 3TOM YIIOMSIHYIIL.

Korpga rpymma Bomia B 1areps, 60ee yMHBINM OaHOUT mOTpenan MepiauHa o maedy, a 3aTeM
HAIIPaBUJI €70 BHUMAHME Ha MajlaTKy C HaBeCOM. BHYTpU ManaTKy CTOST OYWHBIN MYyXKYUHA C JILICOU
T0JIOBO#, pa3MaxuBas 60IbIIMM TeCAaKOM Haj TPYIIOM KUBOTHOT'O, COIPAHHOM HIKYypoii. "Bo3M0oXKHO,
9TO ¥ €CTh UCTOYHUK KPOBH, 0 KOTOPOM THI OeCITOKouIcs?"



9T0 Ka3aJIoCh Pa3yMHEIM IIPENOI0KEHEM, 3alaX KPOBYU CTAHOBUJICS BCE CUJIbHEE, KOTTIa OH BOILEJ
Ha TIOJISTHY, HO YTO-TO MepiuHy Bce paBHO Ka3aj0Ch HEIPaBUIIbHEIM. TeM He MeHee, IOy YHB
pPa3yMHBIN OTBET, OH HECKOJIBKO OCTabuI OMUTEIPHOCTD, YTO IIO3BOJIMIIO €My OTMAXHYThCS OT
HEKOTOPHIX MBICTIeH, TSTOTHBIIMX €70 Pa3yM.

Korga MepnuHa MpoBesny Yepe3 jarepb, OH C YOUBIEHUEM YBU[IEII, UTO TO MPefiCTaBIeHNe, KOTOPOe
OH HMeJI 0 Jlarepe [0 ero MOCEIeHus, TOTHOCTHIO MMPOTHBOIIOI0OKHO TOMY, YTO OBIJIO Ha CaMOM [ejIe.
3mech He OBUIO HY JTyK KPOBH, HY MOXUINEHHHIX XKUTEJIEH, KOTOPHEIX AePKaJi B 3aJI0KHUKAX. ..
HACKOJIbKO OH MOT BHETh, HY CTEPEOTHUIIHHIX 3JIEIX OAHIKUTOB.

Bce BHITTIIAENO Tak XKe, Kak 1 B 110001 APyToy nepeBHe, - CIIJIOUeHHas 00LIMHa JIiofeii, KOTOpkIe
IIPOCTO XOTSAT BBIXKUThH, ¥ KaZKIBIN BHIIOTHSET CBOIO POJIb, YTOOB IIOMOYEL CBOEH EpeBHE IPOLBETATS.
B Ge3omacHBIX IePeBSTHHBIX CTeHAX HAaXOOUIIach IIPOIIBeTaINast o0IIMHA, a He XKecTokas 0aHaa
BOPOB U YOUUII.

KuTenu mepeBHU Ka3aIUuCh KCKPEHHE JOBOJILHEIMHU CBOEH XKU3HBIO, MaXke MaJleHbKHe JeTH Oeraiu
BOKpPYT 0e3 mesa, Bce ObIIO YOUBUTEIFHO MUPHO.

Jlarepb Takxke OBITT XOPOIIIO OCBEIeH U3HYTPH, BOKPYT ObIM pa30pocaHbl pa3auyHbie GaKeslbl 1
KOCTPHI, TAaK YTO OH YyBCTBOBaJ ce0s1 B 6€30IIaCHOCTH B TEMHOTE. MepnuH Gpocuit cBoi (aken B
OJIMH M3 KOCTPOB, MEMO KOTOPOT'O OH IIPOXOM¥JI, T0OaBUB HEMHOTO IPOB U 130aBUB Ce0s OT
HeoO0XOMMMOCTH HOCUTH C COOOM MOYTH IOTacUIui (pakert.

MepiuH MOoy4YuI HECKOIBKO CTPAHHBIX B3TIISIIOB OT MECTHHIX XKUTEJIEH, KOTla eT0 IIPOBEJTH Yepe3
[IePeBHIO, T0X0XKE, OHU OYeHb COMHEBAJIMCH B UyzKaKaX, ¥ 9TO ObIIO MOHATHO. I'pymma mpobupanachk
MEXK[Y Pa3TUYHEIMU NajlaTKaMU ¥ CTPOEHUSIMHU, B KOTOPBIX JKUITK KUTENU nepeBHHU. [Toka ero He
TIPUBENH B OOJIBINYIO MTallaTKy HEMHOT'O ajbllle XKUJIOTO paioHa.

B manatke cupmen MOJIOOM YeI0OBEK, KOTOPHIM ITPOCMATPUBAJ JOKYMEHTH ¥ MHCaJl 3aMEeTKHU Ha
JIMCTaX IepramMeHTa. MepjuH MPeIoIoXKKII, YTO 3TO KTO-TO Ha PYKOBOMSIIEH JOXKHOCTH, HO €T0
OKMJaHUS 0Ka3a/IUCh HEBEJIMKHY, IIOCKOJIbKY BCKOPE II0CJIe 3TOTO MOJIOLOTO YeJioBeKa IIPeCTaBUIN
KakK JIHjiepa jareps.

MyX4rHa TIOBEPHYJICS K TEM OBOUM, KOTOpPhIe IIPUBeIU ¢ co0oi MepnuHa, U IOI03Ball UX K cebe.
IIBoe 3HAKOMBIX OQHIUTOB MOMOIIIM K IPEIBOAUTEIIO U Haua/lk TOBOPUTH C HUM IIIEIIOTOM, BCKOpe
TI0CJie YeTro UX BHITHAJIM U3 MajaTKU, OCTaBUB MepiuHa Hae[uHe C TTIaBHBIM.

['maBaph 6AHAKUTOB BCTaN U IMOJoLIeN K MepuHy, KOrfia OH NMpuOIU3uiICs, Hafl ero rojioBoi
IIOSIBUIIOCH UMs: "[I2KeKCOH JIuuecTep".

Mricu MepnuHa 3aberanu: KTo Takou [IxxekcoH JInuectep? OH OB MOJIOM, TaK YTO, BEPOSITHO, HE
On11 OpaToM ApBesnna Jlndectepa. Ecnu oH He ObIT OpaToM, TO, BO3MOXKHO, 3TO OBITT OTHAIeHHBIH
CHIH? MATeXKHBIN IJIEMIHHUK?

"WTak, Mmou OpaThs TOBOPSAT, UTO ThHI IIOMOT UM, YOUB IIPU 3TOM TpeX 4eioBeK'. Mbiciu MepiuHa
OBLITM IIpepBaHkbl, Korfa [IKeKCOH 3ar0BOPUII ¢ HUM. "THl paccKasall UM [IOBOJILHO AVIIENIUIIaTeIbHYIO
HCTOPHIO, OHA ITOKAa3ajach 04eHb yOeaUTeTbHOM. .. MaXke CIUIIKOM YOemuTeIbHOM, TH II0Iajl BO BCe
HY2KHBIE HOTHI, YTOOBI 3a7€Th UX CepAIa".

[Toxoxke, rmaBapb 0aHOUTOB OB HAMHOTO YMHee uxX 06oux. OH BEIXBAaTUJI MeY U HAIIPaBUJI €T0 Ha
meio MeprnrHa, Ipexke YeM IIPOU3HECTH caMyio OaHaIbHYI0 (Hpasy, KaKyio TOIbKO MOXKHO cebe
npencTaBuTh. "Ha30BKM MHe XOTh OHY IPUYHUHY, 110 KOTOPOH S He JOJIXKeH Tebs youBaTh".



MepHI/IH 3allaHUKOBAJI, Y HETO He OBLIIO TIJIaHa, YTO AejlaTh, KOTHOA OH OKaXKeTCs 3[eCh, HO, 0
KpafIHefI Mepe, OH IIpearojaral, 4To He 6YJIGT Cpa3y XKe BpaxKaoBaTh C I''laBapeM OaHOUTOB.
Ka3zanocs, 4T0 y [I2KeKCOHa KOHYaeTCs TEepIIeHueE, KOrnaa Jie3Bpue HpI/I6J'II/I3I/IJ'IOCI:> K ero Imee.

"JecTHO IOBOPSI, ECJIU THl XOUYeIllb 3HATh IIPABAY, MEHS MOCIal Clofa TBOM OTell, YToOsI yOuTh Te0s".
Bo3MO0kHO, 3T0 OB OUH U3 CaMBIX OOIBIINX €TI0 TPOMaX0B, HO OH IIOAYyMaJl, YTO, BO3MOXKHO,
ry1aBapb 6QHOUTOB OIIEHUT €r0 YeCTHOCTh. YUUTEIBAS, YTO €T0 He YOUIM Ha MeCTe II0CJIe 3TUX CJIOB,
OH ITOJIyYMJI 4OCTATOYHO BPEMEHHU [J15l HalbHEeUMNUX 00bICHEHUN.

"3aueMm Tebe mpu3HaBaTHCS B 9TOM?" Kazasnocs, [I:kKeKCcoH OBII oIlapallleH BCIBIIKON MepirHa, HO B
TO K€ BpeMs ero 3To HeMHOro 3a6aBisiio. "Bo3MOXKHO, TH CaMbIi TYTION yOuilla U3 BCEX, KOTO OH
TIOCHITIaN 3a MHOMY 10 CUX Iop".

"f1 c ymoBONIbCTBHEM paccKaxy 00 3TOM nogpoOHee, eCIU TH COTJIACUIIbCS He THIKATh B MEHS OCTPOU
IIAaJIKOM B T€YEHUe [BYyX MUHYT". Mep/IUH ONHITANICA IPUBHECTH HEMHOTO I0MOpa B CBOIO IIPOCHOy,
OH, BEPOSITHO, MOT OBl BEIIEPKAaTh OOUH yIap B II€l0 U BHIXKUTH CO CBOUM MaKCHMaJIbHEIM 300POBLEM
B COPOK e[VHMUII, HO OH IIpefnoyes Okl He IPaThCs, OH UCKPEHHE X0TeJl IOMOYb UM B 3TOT MOMEHT.

Kazanocs, [I:)KeKCOH 3afyMa’icsi, HO OTBETUJI CTPOTUM T'0JI0COM. "XOpOIIIo, iBE MUHYTHI, U3/IarauTe
CBOM OOBOMEBI".

"XopoIro, mpexkje BCETo, IIPOIITY He HaKa3bIBaTh ABYX OAHOUTOB, KOTOPHIX 5 00MaHyI. OHHU He
IIpegaTesy, IPOCTO HEMHOI'0 HauBHEIE". Mep/IuH X0Tesl CHavasa CHITh C ce06si BUHY, eCJIU CIYYUTCS
xyniree. "B ob11eM, Kak g yKe cKasal, MeHs II0CJial Ciofia TBOM OTell, TouHee OyfeT cKa3aTh, S
oJTy4un paboTy yepe3 ruabAni0 HaeMHUKOB, KOTOPYIO Pa3MeCTHUJI TBOM oTell".

"M3HA4YaIbHO 51 COOMpascs 00MaHyTh 9TUX JBOUX, YTOOR! OHU IIPUBENTH MEHS B Jlarepb, HO II0 Iy TH
OHU 00BSICHUITH, 3@ YTO BHI BCE BEICTYIIAeTe, Yepe3 YTO BHI BCE MPOIIIH, KTO BH BCE TAKHE, 9TO OBIIO
COBEPIIEHHO He TaK, KAaK MHEe TOBOPU/IH HAaeMHUKK", MepIuH PeInI, YTO HyKHO OBITh 40 KOHIA
YECTHHIM, €CJIH OH He CMOXKeT yOequTh BOXKS, TO UTO XK IIOHeJIaTh, OH IPOCTO 3apaboTaeT TPUALATh
cepeOpsHBIX.

"TloaToMy, KOTHa y MeHs €CTh BEIOOP MexKay yOuicTBOM Te0s, TBOEH MUPHOW NEePEeBHH, TEX OBOUX,
KOTOPBIE NOBEPSAIN MHE, U IIpefaTe/IbCTBOM T'MIbOUYA HAEMHUKOB, KOPPYMIMPOBaHHBIX ABOPSH U
TBOEro OTIa. ¢ OBl Ipeanoyes faTh BaM KHUTh B MUpeE... HeT, 5 Nydllle YHUUTOXY KOPPYMIHPOBAHHBIX
OBOpSAH".

"W g He coBceM conrail, s JeUCTBUTENIBHO YMPY OT IPOKIATHUS, €C/IH He IPUHECY CBATYIO Boxgy..." OH
peLIun I0ACTPax0BaThCs, BEITIHYB IPOKIATYIO PDYKY U [T0Ka3aB, YTO IPOKJIATHE PACIPOCTPaHUIOCh
YyTh Jasblile, 4eM OBbIJIO CKa3aHOo paHee: "...A TBOU OTel] IeMICTBUTEIFHO CBUHOPBIIBIHA TypaK C
MaJIeHbKUMHU TJla3KaMu-0yCHuHKaMu'".

"Ouens xopoiuo, 1 yoexneH". [I2KeKCOH Havasl XUXUKaTh, YCBIIAaB Bce 3T0. OH yOpan CBOU KIIMHOK B
HOXKHHI. "f1 He coBceM fioBepsito Tebe, 0COOEHHO TOCTIE TOTO, KaK YCIIBIIIa, KaK Thl 063 MPUYMHEL
JKeCTOKO PacCIpaBUICS C TeMU TpeMs CIy4alHBIMU IIyTHUKAMU".

"0, y MeHs Bo0OIIIe-TO eCTh UCTOPHUS C 3TUMHU TpeMs". MepiiuH HeI0BKO paccMesinics: "OHU MbITaTUCh
YCTPOUTH MHE 3acafy B JieCcy AeHb Ha3af'".

"Kak ygo6Ho." I'ma3a [I2KeKCoHa CY3UJIUCh, IT0X0XKe, 3TO 3aMedYaHue He TPUHECTIO0 eMy HUKAKUX
IIJTIOCOB B OTHOIIIEHUSIX C 9TUM 4eJI0BEKOM. "KakKOBH Ballli HaMePEeHUs Teleph, Korga BHL.."

CunbHBIH TOPHIB BETPa IPOHECCS Yepes JIECHOM Jtarepb. BeTep mouTu Kpuyas, MPOHOCACH Haf



nepeBHefI, II:KeKCoH OBLT IMopaxKeH 9TOUN HEOXKHUTaHHOU CI/ITyaI.[I/IefI, HACTOJIBKO, YTO 3a0kIJI, YTO
COﬁHp&J’ICH CKa3arThb.

MepHI/IH 3aMEeTHJI, 4YTO CBET, KOTOprI €lIBa IIPOCa4YuBaJICAd CKBO3b TKAHEBEIE CTEHKH IIAJIATKH, Ha4aJl
HnC4Ye3dTh, BETED OBLIT HACTOJIBKO CHUJIBHBIM, 9YTO I'aCHJI Ia2Ke PA3JIMYHbBIE KOCTPRI, B UTOT'€ OCTAJIOCH
COBCEM HEMHOI'O HCTOYHHUKOB CBETa.

BeTep cHOBa yCHUITHJICS ¥ PacCllaXHyJI KalaH MajaTKy [[)KeKCOHa, BIYCTUB BHYTPb FOPCThH JIETIECTKOB
PO3 U TOITHOTBOPHBIN 3arax KPOBH.

CHapy}KI/I TIaJIaTKHU IIOCJIBIIIaNINCh KPUKH, a CIIYCTA HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHUH MeanH TIOJIY4YHUII
YBeOOMIJIEHHE.
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