He m0651t0 e30UTh B IEPEBHIO — B HEM CKYYHO, B Hel XKUBET 0abka CBeTa, KOTOPOM IMOCTOSTHHO YTO-
TO OT MEHS HYXKHO, a elllé MeHs uHorga myraetcs aen Umbs. To ecTh, OH BIIOJTHE HOPMaJIbHBIM, HO
MHe IIOCTOSTHHO KaXXeTCs, YTO OH KOHKPETHO TaK OIlaCaeTCs CBOET0 MEJIKOT0, CKPOMHOI'0, TUXOTO
BHYKa. PoguTenu MeHs KaK Haya/li 3aBO3UTH B IEPEBHIO C [BYX JIET Ha BCE JIETO, CAMU ye3xKas B
TOpOf, TaK U 3aBO3SIT — CeNyac 5 yxKe B3POCTIBbIN, YeTHIpe T'ofla, KaK-HUKaK. A Belb Ha4asioCh BCE C
OJTHOM COBMECTHOM II0E3OKHN B MOH IIIECTh MeCSIEB. [IpUCTPACTUIIUCE.

[Tpogymanu BcE€, Ha3kIBaeTCs, OJIMH.

IepeBHsT HEOOBINAS, Y€TTOBEK, MOXKET, MAKCUMYM Ha OBECTHU MATHAECIT, HAXOMUTCS B TTTyOHHKE (3TO
sl OUEeHb KOPPEKTHBIN) 1, KaXKeTCs, e€ maxke HEeT Ha KapTaxX — Iarna qoOupaeTcs [0 Hee
UCKITIOYUTEITBHO T10 TTAMSATH Yepe3 Jieca U JIyTa 110 TPOIUHKE, KOTopasi, CyAs 0 BCeMy, 3acTasia eIé
BpeMeHa JUHO3aBPOB.

Haperocs, 4TO HET.

K coxaneHuio, 3T0 HUCKOJIbKO He CMyIaeT OMUKAUIINX PONCTBEHHUKOB — OT Yajila MOXKHO
130aBUTHCS, CAMUM ITOMTH COCPENOTOUYNTLCS Ha pabdoTe, B KOHIE KOHIIOB, IIOPa0BaTh OMWHOKHUX
6a0yIIKy U JemyIIKY...

Ox, 3Hanu OB OHU TTOAPOOHOCTHU TOT0, KaK 6abyIKa «pagyeTcs».

— BuTbKa, TH yKe Hay4UJICST YUTATh? — CMOTPS 3@ TeM, KakK $ KyIIaio Kaury, cupocusa 6abka Ceta
C MIMPOKOY yNBIOKOU Ha JHIIE.

Bor, oHa Bcerfia Tak HauMHaeT yABI0ATHCS, KOTIa CMOTPUT Ha MeHs. [IpudéM, cyas 1o e€ yIboKe,
3TO0 OBIJT PUTOPUYECKHUH BOIIPOoCc. OHA TaM «4YTO-TO» 3HAET, TOYHO. Kak s1 OTHOIIYCh K TOMY, YTO OHA
moragbiBaeTcs (MM 3HAET), UTO 51 U He PeOEHOK?

Oit, ma mo¢ur. Yke ymMupasn pa3 — BlIedYaT/IeHUN XBaTUIIO0. YKe KaK-TO IIJIeBaTh Ha TaKue MeJIOYH.,
YMupath, KOHEYHO, He XOUEeTCsI, HO HEIIPUSITHO YIUBUTL MEHS CJI0XKHO. HamyraTh ke yxKe, KaxkeTcs,
BOOOIIIE HEBO3MOXKHO.

HuTepecHo, ckonbko 6abke CBeTe nmeT? Hukorma aTuM He wHTepecoBaics. Crop6ieHHas1, CJIOBHO
BBICYIIIEHHAS, MOPIIKH CTOJIBKO, UTO yXKe ¥ JIKIa 3a HUMHU He BUOHO. [Ipu aToM, 6adyIka Ha
yOWBIIEHNE pe3Bast U MPHITKAs.

— Jla, — OTBETHUII 51 el KOPOTKO, y2Ke IMOHUMAas, YTO OHa 3TO TOBOPUT HE IIPOCTO Tak.
Henpor3BoibHO B3TOXHYII.

[Tocrne ensl 6abKa 1oBeIa MEHST B CBOIO TMYHYI0 KOMHATY-KJIAMOBKY (KyHoa OHa MEHS [0 9TOr0 He
IyCcKasa), KOTOPYI0 MOXKHO OBIJIO CITOKOMHO IIPUHSTH 3a JIOTOBO MPOXKKEHHOTO OKKYJIbTUCTa-
IEMOHOJIOTa — HaJ] MbIJTbHOM KPOBAThIO BUCAT KaKKMe-TO IePEBSHHBIE UTPYIIKY B popMe Jfofeit, Ha
CTeHaX, IIOJIy ¥ [aXKe II0TOJIKe eCTh KaKKe-TO HaAIMCH ¥ KPYTH, OTYETINBO BUHA IayTHHA 10 yTjIaM,
YTO HaMeKaJIo Ha TO, YTO CIOfa He 3aXO[UJIM MaBHEHLKO...

4 ¢ nérkuM yauBIEeHHEM OCMOTPET BCE 3TO J00PO, YYBCTBYS, YTO 3[IECh KAaK-TO MpoxyiafHee. He B
IJIaHe «CTPAIIHO», @ UMEHHO YTO X0JI0HO. [Jaxke HeOobIinoe 0671a4K0 IOSIBUIIOCE, KOTIa Chea
BBITOX.

BoT Tebe u UIOHE.



— Babyurka, Thl OyHelb XXepTBOBATh MO0 AYIIY fleMOHaM B 00MEH Ha BEUHYIO MOJIOHOCTE? —
HEBUHHO CIIPOCUII 1.

Crano maxe HeMHOT0 00umHO. CHOBa. bomb He mi00110, la ¥ He X04Y OISITh B TO TEMHOE
IIPOCTPAHCTBO. [1710X0 IIOMHIO, YTO TaM IIpoucxonuio. TouHee, BOOOIIe IOYTH HE ITOMHIO, HO TO, YTO
MHE TaM He IIOHPaBUJIOCh, — 3TO [Ia.

BaGka CBeTa, MBITABIIASICS YTO-TO HAUTH B CTAPHIX, HaBEPHOE, MaXKe APEeBHUX SIIMKaX, 3aCThHIIA,
CJIOBHO s K Hel IOJOIIEN U Jast nuHKa. OHa pe3Ko MOBEpHYJIa Ha MeHst 6e3yMHBIH B3TIISIH, €€ rasa
OTISATH TTOOeNIenu.

— He cmeit Takoe roBoputh, BuTbka! — rapkHysa oHa 37100HBIM, IIOTYCTOPOHHUM TOHOM, ITOMIOIIIIa KO
MHEe U CXBaTujla MeHd 3a yX0. f ycTasno B3noxHyl. bonbHO ke, — Hy OOvH IeMOH He [OCTOUH U
YacTULH TBOeU Aymu... HUKTO He uMeeT npaBa uaTtu npotus utsa Konna, Bnactenuna Yxacos u
Mpaxka... HuKTO... HUKTO...

Babxka npucena u o0Hs/Ia MeHS, CJIOBHO g KaKag-HUOyOb ¢papdopoBas Ba3a AuHaAcCTUX L[MH, 4TO 4yTh
He pa30usiach, ¥ Hadasa IJ1aguTh 10 rojoBe, 00pMoya 4TO-TO Ha IaTUHCKOM. OX YK 9TU UCTOPUKHU.

HenpousBonbHO moMopIuics. OnATh 3alaxjio IPUTOPHEIM madgocoM. 3Hasa Okl OHa MeHS MOIyyllle,
TO TIOHSIa OBI, YTO 1 MaKCUMyM «uBaHHBIW» BnacTenun YxkacoB. My, Ha KpallHUM ClTy4dai,
KomuaTHBIM Brnactenus.

YcmokouBIINCE, CTapasi BegbMa (HET, HY s 2Ke He COBCEM ypak OTpUILIaTh MoAo0HOE) BHOBb Havana
YTO-TO UCKATh B AIIMKAX, I0Ka He HalllZla KaKyI0-TO CTapylo, IBIIbHYIO KHUTY, Ha KOTOPOU KPaCHBEIMHU
KpacKaMu (3TO ke KpacKu?) Oblyla HaprCcOBaHa ITeHTarpaMma.

Baby1uka ¢ TpSICyIIMMUCS pyKaMHu Iiepefiajia MHE YK TOUHO He IeTCKHUe PaCKpPacKy, SBHO CUIIBHO
3aHEpPBHUYAB.

— THI... THI MOXKeIllb IPOYECTh TO, UTO B HEY HANIUCAHO?

[TpunogHsB OPOBB, S B3SJI B PYKK CTAPYI0 KHUTY, ITOCJIE YeT0 OTKPHII €€, YBUIEB KaKKUe-TO CTPAHHbIe
3aKOPIOYKH, CJIOBHO KTO-TO B ITbSTHOM yTrape IIBITAJICS HallucaTh OTKPHITKY-I03ApaBieHre Ha HoBeli
rof. Yke Korga s AyMaJl OTBETUTh OTPHLIATEIbHO, HAATIMCH IIOTLIBIIM, COOPABIIKUCE B CJI0Ba Ha
BIIOJIHE ITOHSITHOM, COBPEMEHHOM pycCKoM. [laxke n300pakeHus MOSBUIUCE — PUCYHKHU JIIONEN C
KaKMMU-TO SHEPTETUYECKUMU IIEHTPAaMU, PUCYHKM KAKUX-TO YyJOBUIL, KaKre-TO CHEeprl, B KaXKOOH U3
KOTOPHIX OBLTM CXeMATHYEeCKKM HaPUCOBAHEHI JIIOH H... He TOJIBKO OHH.

— BoT 3T0 TexHONIOTUU, — HEyAAa4YHO IPUCBUCTHYII 51, U3-3a Yero HEMHOTO PACCTPOUJICS.
B npomion XXu3HU s yMeJl XOpOIIIO CBUCTETE, a ceddac He monydaeTcs. Ho S He coaioce.
— THI... TH IOHMMaeEIb? — 3aTPSICIach OHA CIIOBHO B 3KCTa3e.

YyBCTBYI0, UTO €CJIM 3aX04y IIOUIYTUTh U CKaXKy, YTO «HET», TO OHA TYT XK€ YMPET OT pa3phiBa
cepnua. MeHs Xe He IIOMMYT.

— Jla, MOHUMAIO.

— Ila-ga-ma-ga... — 3aXxuxvKaja OHa UCTEPUYHO, ITOCIIEe Yero aXx Haydasla IPUTaHLOBHIBaTh. — [IUTS
Kon1ia mpuOBI0 B 3TOT OpeHHBIH MUP... HaKOHEeI-TO... HAKOHEII-TO... HAKOHEII-TO...



B o6111eM, IPUIIIIOCH TIONOXKOATE MUHYT HECsATh, ToKa 6a0ka CBeTa yCIIOKOUTCS. K TOMy MOMEHTY
HAXOMMTCS B KOMHATE ykKe ObIO HEIIPUSITHO — TeIljiee 3[eCh He CTAHOBUIIOCH, a 5 ORI B JIETKUX
mopTax u Gyréoske. [715 MaleHbKUX OETEH IepeoxiaxkaeHre 6€3yMHO OMacHO, K CIIOBY.

Korpma MBI Tak¥ BHIIIIH, B KOPULOPE CTOSIII e[ U KaK-TO HEPBHO Ha MEHS CMOTPEJI, VBUIEB B MOUX
pyKax KHUXKKY.

— JTO0 pacKpacky, fefa, — MOMBITAJICS ST €T0 YCIIOKOUTH, BUMAS, KaK HEPBHUYAET CTapPhIH.
— [I-ma... — mepeBéN OH B3TJIAL Ha YIIHIOAIOIYIOCS XKeHY, HEIPOU3BOJIBHO IEPEKPECTUBIIUCE.

Hen Wbst GBI XOPOIIKUM, JOOPHIM Y€JI0BEKOM — He MHJI, He KYPHII, JOBOJIBHO MHOTO paboTall,
MHOT[Ia, KOTIa IIPUCTYIIH TaPAHONHU Y Hero OBbITM MeHbIlle U He ObII0 m0611u30CcTH 6abKH,
pacckasbiBal MHE BCSIKHE UCTOPUU U3 XKU3HHU, IEJIUIICS JIeTeHIaMy JePeBHHU, Tyl CO MHOH H
IIOKA3bIBaJI MECTHEIE KPACOTHL.

Ot mema xe u ycnbiman o Jlerenme ¢ 60mblinoi 6ykBeI po «[IuTs KoHIla», KOTOpoe [OIKHO
YHUUYTOXKUTEL MHUD. [lepeBHs 9T0O cTapasi, He OOHa COTHS JIET, ¥ XOOUT OHA 3[eCh, KaXKeTCs, ellé C
MOMeHTa eé oCHoBaHUSs. K coxaneHuio, Ha ToM 0aiika 1 00pEIBAETCS — MOXKET, PaHbIlle UCTOPHUS U
Obl1a 6ombllle, C KaKUM-HUOYAb, TaK CKa3aTh, CIOXKETOM, HO Celdac 3TO yx&Ke BCE 3a0BIJIOCh ¥ OCTAIUCh
JIUITH JOMBICJIBL.

Ha camom ferne, Hac B lepeBHe He JTI00UTH — BpeMs OT BpeMeHU X0XKY ¢ 0a0KOi B MaTra3wH, Tak II0
IyTH HA HaC CMOTPST TakK, CJIOBHO Ha KaKyl0-TO HEYUCTh. HECKOIBKO pa3 XOmUI C efIOM, ¥ CMOTPEeIIH
Ha HEro, HallPOTHUB 3TOT0, C 2KaJIOCThIO, YETO HeNlb3s CKa3aTh IPo MeHs. CaM MoKa He Ty, HO YXKe
3HAI0, YTO OTHOILIEHHE TYT KO MHE XOPOIIKUM He OyIeT TOYHO.

4, B mpuHIUIe, U He ob6uxkaroch. CaM Ganmeio OT TapakaHOB 6a0yIIKH, a YK YTO OcTanbHEE? BoT,
MMEHHO TaK PeIyTallis CTapIIXX PONCTBEHHUKOB U MEPEeXONUT Ha MIafmuxX. HeclpaBeaIuBOCTb,
OIOHUM CJIOBOM.

Boo61rie, maBHO 3aMeTHJI, YTO Y HAC B 3TOM IoOMe LapuI IOJIHEIM MaTpuapxaT — 6abka CBeTa
KOMAaH[IOBaJla IelOM TakK, CJIOBHO OH He €€ MyXK, a KaKou-HuOynb ciyra. [loceqHui 1 He CIIOPHUT C
9TUM, IPUHKUMAS CBOIO y4acTh. [1ama, BOH, TOXKe — BUMAEN 51, KaK OH K Hel 0THOCUTCS. MaMa ¢ 6a0Koi
1 He 001IaeTCs — KaXeTCs, yKe 3amyraju.

A mHe 4T0? A MHe Hu4ero. Toro xe iefla HEMHOT0 JKaJlko, KOHEYHO, HO MEHSITh OH SIBHO HUYETo He
cobupaeTcsi, a POOUTENH C HEH U He TIepeceKaloTcs mouTH. [la U, CyAs Mo BCeMY, CTapol XKUTh
0CTaJIOCh HEIOJIT0, KXe-KXe.

[TonyuywuB HaKa3 OT OAOYIIKY MIPOYUTATh KHUTY OT U [0 (M BEIYyYUTH €€, eCTECTBEHHO), OHA MEHS
OTIIYCTHUIIA, TIOMMS 110 KAKUM-TO CBOMM BeIbMOBCKHUM fieriaM. COOCTBEHHO, CIIOPUTD S C Hel He CTall.
MHe merCTBUTENbHO OBIZI0 HHTEPECHO, UTO XK€ TaM 3a TaKKhe 3HaHUS 3allpeTHHIEe, Pa3 UX KTO-TO
3aKOOUPOBAJI CTOJIb... HEOOBIYHEIM 00pa30M.

[Ton Beuep KO MHe B KOMHATY, HEPBHO OTJISIABIBASCE, 3allENT Iefl, IPHUCeB KO MHe Ha KpoBaTh. f Kak
pa3 yuTal KHUXKKY, KOTOPYIO TOYHO yKpasy U3 KaKoro-Hubyab TEMHOTO GaHTe3u. TyT Tebe u npo
IyIIN pacCKa3bIBalOT, ¥ IIPO TO, CKOJIBKO JKe YyMOBUIN OKPYKaeT MaTepHalbHBIN MUD, U eIleé Kyda
BCETO0, YTO 5 He yCIeJl IPOYUTaTh.

HpaBua, YK€ HAaYUTAaBIIMCE TYT BCAKOI'0, MOT'Y COEJIaTh BEIBOM, YTO HAX0XKYCh B KAKOM-TO YZKaCTHKE.
MI/IPY, OGBGKTI/IBHO, €CJIM YK€ He HaCTaJl 3Bu3[€el], TO HaCTaHeT CKOPO. [IeyanbHO.



— O-oHa ¢ T0O0H YTO-TO chesana, BuTbka? — HEpBHO CIPOCHI gefd. — YTo oHa Tebe mama?
— TémHOe (3HTe3U CO BCIKUMHU KapTUHKaMM, — YeCTHO OTBETHII s, YyTh II0XKaB IIJIeYaMu.

3aMeTun 3a co60¥ TEeHAEHIHIO, YTO, KPOMEe TOTO, YTO IOTEPSIIT CTPax (1, KaXkeTCsl, He TOJIbKO ero),
CTaJI MeHee SMOIIMOHAILHEIM. XOTh He 9MO, CJIaBa BCeM Oora.

Vinu meBylIKaM Bpofie TaKue HPaBATCS?..

— ®-¢sHTE3U? — OTKPHII POT Ael, KaXkKeTcCs, YOIUBUBIINCE TOMY, OTKy/a 5 3Hal0 TaKue CJIOBa.
Henymka Mbs mo4YTH 4YTO BHIPBAJ Y MEeHS U3 PYK KHUTY, HayaB JINCTATh B HEM CTPaHUIIHL.

bnuH, y MeHS X 3aK/lIafKu He ObLIO. ..

— H-HO TyT XKe HeT CJIOB... — COBCEM Pa3HEPBHUYABIINICS e[ CTaJl IePEeBOOUTD B3TJISA TO Ha MEHS,
TO ONATH B KHUTY. — THI BEIIyMaJ 3T0, Butbka?

— KoneuHo BeImyMal, fiefia, — I0OXKaJ 5 IJie4aMy, PEeIIUB YCIIOKOUTE CTapuKa.

Ienm u3-3a MOEro 0TBETa COBCEM CKHC, JIETKO MOHSB, YTO S HAryio BPy. KaxeTcs, OH Toxke
IOTaBEIBAETCS, YTO 51 HE COBCeM PeOEHOK, HO, B OTIHYME OT Oa0KM, TOHUT OT ce0s 3TH MBICIIH.
PoguTenu y MeHss MHOTO pa00Ta0T, TO3TOMY 3aKPHIBAIOT I'/la3a Ha Ky4y MOMX CTPAHHOCTEH, TaK YTO
c 9TUM TeM OoJjiee poOieM HET.

— YT0 Xe 9TO [eNaeTcs... — BePHYJI OH MHe KHUTY, CXBaTUBILKCE 3a I'0JIOBY. — BUTbKa, nociymman
MEHSI, XOPOI0? — TITy00KO B3MOXHYB, ITOHSI CEPbE3HBIM B3TJISA HA MEHS OH, YCTABUBIIKCH B T'1a3a.
— TrI xopounii peGEHOK, CIBIIINIIL MeHA? 1 He 3HAl0, UTO 3Ta BegbMa TaM TeOe HaroBapuBaeT, HO
noobeliay MHe, YTO Thl He OyOellb AeaTh IJI0XUX Bellel, XOpoIIo?

— [Tnoxux — 3TO KAKUX? — YKCTO ISt MPOGHOPMEI YTOUHHUIL.

He Goucs, gefa, TBOM BHYK BeHeIl XOPOIIEro YejoBeKa, HOOPOTH U Tak fAanee. Opruii He yCTpauBaTh
He ofelao (HeT, Hy a BOPYT [TOBE3€ET, Ia U eCJIX 10 COTJIacHio...), HO 3aMalllekK MaHbsKa BPOZe HeT.

— 9T0... Hy... — e[l KOHKPeTHO TaK 3arpy3uiicsi. — He y6eli, He yKpanu, He Henai 00IbHO
OnMMXKHEMY CBOEMY... KakK Ol Tebe 00bSICHUTH IOMPOIIIE. ..

Crapniii coBceM pacTepsiyics. HaBepHoe, Ts13Keo 00bSICHUTL YETHIPEXTIETHEMY Mab4MKy, KAKOBO 3TO
— OBITH XOpOIIKM. [la ¥ He TONBKO YeTHIPeXJIeTHEMY — ITyCKail CHadasna caM ce6e 00bSICHUT.

— IMousiTve «TOOPOTHEI» 0YEeHb CYOBEKTUBHO, Iea, — CePhe3HO MOKUBA S, HEeJISICh MBICIISIMH I10
3TOMY ITOBOAY. Bpome Kak, mmocjie CMepPTH 5T KaKOe-TO BPeMs PA3MEIIIIISII 00 3TOM B TOM YEPHOM
IIPOCTPAHCTBE, — WIIM Tfie 5 TaM ObUT? — YTO XOPOIIOo [JIsT OMHOTO — He 00s13aTeIbHO XOPOIIIO AJIs
npyroro. HekoTopble 3amoBefi MOTYT HECTH BePHBIE MBIC/IH, HO JIUIIb C OOHOW TOYKM 3peHus. B
IIePBYIO OYepenb OHK OBIIM IPUAYMAaHHI AJIS yIIpaBiaeHus 00I1eCTBOM, ONHAKO 5 HE OTPUIIAI0, YTO
6rarogapst 3TOMY MbI CMOTJIM ITEPEXKUTH TSIKEJIbIM 9Tall CTAHOBIIEHUS YEJIOBEYE... efia, Thl Yero?

,HGJIYH.IKB. Wnbs ¢ IMMXPOKO OTKPBITEIMHU I''Ta3dMHU Ha MEHS YCTaBHUJICA, U3-3a Yero A IMOHA, 4YTO,
BHONMO, CKa3aJl 4TO-TO HE TO.

— OJTO 4 B KHUXKe IIPDOYUTAJ], lefla, — CHeJlaB HeBUHHYI0 MOPAY, II0Ka3ajl eMy Ha KHUTY.

Crapblii, KaxkeTcsl, ceiyac OKOHYATEeJIbHO II0CefieeT. YCTaBUICA Ha KHUKKY TaK, CIIOBHO 51 IePXKY
JTUYHBIE MEMYaphl aHTUXPHUCTA.
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