— Bame BricouecTBo, BBl yBEPEHHEI B CBOEM pELIeHUN? — B OUYePefHOU pa3 C 3aMellaTeIbCTBOM
npoussec ['opum.

Cpasy Builifs ¢ ApeHbl McibITaHUM, OPY2KEeHOCEL TTOCIIEIUI TO3APaBUTh IIPHUHIIECCY C T00enou u
BBICKA3aTh CBOE OTHOIIEHHE K YYACTHIO B 605X KJIEHMEHHIX, 3@ YTO CPa3y XKe MOIYYUIT CYPOBBIN
B3IJISAT OT JIEAU OOyKaH.

Pelenve nprHIIECCH B3SITh HaPYIIMBIIYIO BCE MIpaBuila MCIIBITaHUY THOMY TI0Z CBOE
ITOKPOBUTEIILCTBO, OOHAKO, ITOPA3uUI0 ero 6osbiie Bcero. OH HUKAK He MOT IIOHSITh MOTHBOB TAaKOI'0
JKeJlaHUS U UCKPEHHE IBITAJICSA Y2Ke B KOTOPHIM pa3 y3HaTh 3Ty CTPAHHYIO IPUYUHY UK OTTOBOPUTH
Jlefu OOyKaH OT CTPAHHOU 3aTeu.

OHu yKe TIOOXOOUIX KO ABOPIY, a [opuM Bce elllé He Crioco0eH ObIJT 0CO3HAThH ¥ IIPUHSATH
CITy4YUBIIIEECS.

— Jla, — CIIOKOMHO, HO yKe HeTepnenuso nosropuia Cepegruka. — OHa MOJOUAET KaK HUKTO APYTOH.
Thl Bemb caM Bupenl e€ 60eBble HAaBLIKU U CHJTy AyXa, HE Tak JIh?

— B&I mpaBhl, HO... — TIOMBITAJICS OTTOBOPUTDH CBOIO T'OCIIOXKY ['OpHM.

— Hukakux HO! — CepefrKa pe3K0 0CTaHOBUJIACH U IOCMOTpEJIa CBOeMy OPY2KEHOCIly B I'Jla3a. Takas
HETIPUMUPUMOCTh y2Ke HauKWHala ee pa3gpaxkaTh. — ITO npuka3! Hazmerocs, TH elllé MOBUHYEIIhCS
MOUM IIpuKa3aM? — JIeOsSHBIM TOHOM yTOUYHHJIA OHa.

— Bypert ucnonueno, Baire BeicoueCcTBO, — IOKJIOHUJICS CTYILIEBABIIUICS THOM.

On YYBCTBOBAJI BUHY — OH H€ XOTEJI BBIBECTHU CBOIO ITPUHIIECCY U3 cebs rnepen BaXXHEBEIM IIPa3JHUKOM,
HO y2K€ HAaCTOJIBKO ITPHUBEIK OBITD €OVMHCTBEHHBEIM JOBEPEHHBIM OPY2KEHOCIIEM JIEON SHYKB.H, qTo
HHUKOI'TAa He II0JIarajl, 4YTO MOZXKET YTO-TO USMEHUTLCIA.

[TepeMeHa OKa3anach CIUIIKOM BHE3aIlHOW, ¥ THOM He XO0TeJl MUPUTLCA ¢ Hell. OH HEeBOJIBHO 3NIUTICA
Ha CyMacIIeuIyio KJIeiMeHyI0 THOMY, CYMEBIIYIO BIIEYATIUTh IIPUHIIECCY, ¥ BUEI B HEW YYTh JIU HE
Bpara.

— XOpOH.IO. Torpa s 6}7}:[}7 XKOAaTh JOKJIaOad IIOCJI€ IMPa3gHNUKA, — yCTaJI0 IIPOU3HECIIa CepenI/IKa Hu,
IIPOBOOXB OPY2XKEHOCIa B3rjIsdgoM, IIOKa4dajla TOJI0OBOM.

OHa He nmo0uIIa MOBBIIIATE TONOC HAa BEPHOTO ['opuMa, KOTOPEIY OB OJ/Is1 Hee TTOYTHU APYTOM, HO
ceryac ee CIUIIKOM TPEBOXKUIM BO3MOXKHEIE ITPOOJIEMBI, U THOM CO CBOEU HEOXUOaHHOM
HEIIPUMUPUMOCTHIO TOJILKO Mellas 3APaB0 MBICTIUTE.

«XapTus OOJIKHA IMOWTH Ha BCE, YTOORI JocTaTh HaTuio u3 TIOpbMEI, — mogyMaia Cepenuka,
IPUKHILIBAS BAPHAHTHI, — BeIb TAKOM BaXKHEIM CBUIETEJIb IJIST HUX CIHUIIKOM ormaceH. Ho B cremnke
OHM HaBepHSIKa [IONYCTSAT HEKOTOPhIE OMKUOKHU... KOTOPHIMU 5 ¥ BOCIIOIbL3YIOCh...»

— Jlegu Opykasn! Ilpoity, yoenute MHE HEMHOTO BpeMEHHU, — IIPO3By4all JIbCTUBBINA T'OJIOC CO
CTOPOHBI UMII03aHTHOTO THOMA, OfETOr0 110 MOC/IefHEMY IIUCKY MOMHL.

Cepepnuka cpa3y y3Hajla TOBOpUBIIET0 — yiopaa PoHyca [leiica, *MeBIIEero OBOIHHO OOJIBIIOE
BIUsHUE cpenu 3HaTU. OH CTOSAI Y BXOJa B IIEeHTPaJIbHBIM 3a1 ¥, KaXKeTCs, JaBHO IMOAXKHUgal
IIPUHIIECCY.

— IIpuBeTcTBylo, opx [elic, — ¢ MPUTBOPHOMU yNHIOKOM mporoBopuia Cepennka, eqsa



00epHYBIINUCH, — Y BAC KO MHE CPOYHOE [Ie/I0?

— Bamre BricouecTBo, He Oyb OHO CPOYHBIM, 5T OBl HE OCMEJIUIICS BAC MOTPEBOXKUTh! — C JIbCTUBOM
yNBIOKOM OTYMTAJICS THOM, M JIeou DOyKaH eBa 3aMeTHO KUBHYJIa. — Ha ciemymoiei Hememne
IPEICTOUT T'0JIOCOBaHUE, — MTOCYUTAB 3a COTIaCcHe MOJTYaHuMe I'HOMEI, IIPOHOJIKII PoHyC, — 10
oBoAy cTraTyca «Ha3eMHHUKOB». M 51 X049y HCIIPABUTh HCTOPUYECKYIO HECITPABEOIMBOCTH, BO3HUKIITYIO
ellle B CTapojlaBHUE TEMHbLIE BpeMeHa... — Ha OJHOM IbIXaHWM IIPOTOBOPHUII JTOPH [lelc 1, He 3aMeTHUB
HUKAKWX HeTaTHBHBIX SMOIUM Ha ulle CepeuKHu, IPOMOJIKUIL C ellle OOJIbIINM SHTY3Ua3MOM: — S
X04y TIOMOYb BEPHYTh UMSI KaXKIOMY T'HOMY, KOTOPHIHM TOKaXKeT CBSI3b C TEM UJTK UHBIM moMoM. U
YMOJISIIO BaC BEICTYNIUTH C PEYBIO HAa MPa3[HUKE B I0JIb3y 9TOr0 671arOpoOgHOTO Jena.

—4d OGI[YM&IO BalllK CJIOBA, JIOPA IIs1ic, — HEOOHO3HAYHO OTBETHUIIA CepenI/IKa ", OCTaBUB CJIETKa
IIOHUKIIIEro ratoMa 1mo3aay, IMpoIiiia B HeHTpaJ’IBHHﬁ 3all.

Hpest 0 BO3BpallleHUH MOKUHYBINKNX KaMeHb IPUIIIAcCh 10 AyIlle MPHUHIecce. ITO 3HAYUIIO IIPUTOK
HOBBIX THOMOB, UTO XOPOIIIO CKa3anoch Ok Ha Op3aMMape.

OpHako nenu JOyKaH HU Ha CEeKYH[y He IMOBEPHIia B IPAaBEeOHOCTDb CI0B POHyca. TOT THOM HHUKOTMA
He meicTBoBan 6e3 mpubLIIK st ce0s U CBOEro JoMa.

[To cny4ato nMpa3gHUKa IeHTPaIbHBIM 3ajl CUSAJ, YKPallleHHBIY B IPUSATHLIE [JIS I71a3 LBETHHIE IIeNKa.
Crounel, 3acTaBlIeHHBIE BCEBO3MOXKHEIMY SICTBAMU, NOXKUOAJIUCEH Havasla IIpa3fgHuKa. ['omoca
MHOTOYUCJIEHHBIX TOCTEN IIePenieTaluCh C 2KUBOM MY3BIKOM, HOHEIb3s JINPUYHOU Ha BKYC
Cepenuku, U BCe, Ka3ajioCh, 02KUAaI0 OGHOTO-eIUHCTBEHHOT'0 MOMEHTA.

— ArtpacT Basa, mo4ub Mosi! Tl BEJTUKOJIEIIHO BRITJISIXIND B JOCIIeXaX CBOeH mpababku, —
ONIPKBETCTBOBaJl CepequKy ceqoi THOM, BCTaBasl C TPOHA.

— [IpuBeTCTBY1O, OTELl, — MOYTUTENTLHO IIOKJIOHUBIIKCH, Tpou3Hecia Cepenuka.

— Munas, Tel HUKOT[Ia He MOT'Jla YCUOEeTh Ha MeCTe, — pacCMesics J0pA DAyKaH, CMOTpPS B I'/la3a
mouyepu. — f TONy4uII U3BECTHE O TBOEH 1mobeme. A TakkKe 0 HEIPUATHOM UHIUIEHTE, — XMYPO
3aKOHYMJI THOM, HO 3aTeM CHOBa YJIBIOHYJICS U mofolen K CepeilKe, 3aK/II0OUUB I0Yb B O0BATHS.
— 4 ropxych, 4TO ¥ MeHS eCThb TakKasi J0o4b, — C JII00O0OBbIO IPOTOBOPUI DHIPHH.

— 4 ToXe TOpKyCh CBOMM OTILIOM, — C XUTPOM ynIEIOKOM oTBeTHa Cepenuka, moiy4as yaoBOJIbCTBUE
OT BHAMAHMUSA OTILIA.

— Xa-Xa-Xa. 4 pap! — c Tako# XKe JIyKaBO# yILIOKOM OTBETHI JHAPUH. — [lepeqoxHu, oKa 5
pas30epych C HoCcTaBIIel MeHs 3HaThI0, U MBI Cpa3y ke HaYHEM NPa3aHUK, — MPOIIENTa JIOPH
OyKaH U BEpPHYJICI Ha CBOU TPOH.

OcTaBuB OTIIa C OKPYZXKUBIIMMHU €TI0 THOMaMH, Cepem/IKa 3aMeTuJia JIIofel, CTOSIBIINX B CTOpPOHE OTO
BCeEX. 3aI/IHTepeCOBaBH.II/ICB HEOOBIYHEIMHU TOCTsIMH, THOMA CPA3y K€ HaIlPpaBUJIdCh K HUM.

— IIpuBeTCTBYIO, Jienu JNyKaH! — mepexBaTUIa UAYINYIO IPUHIIECCY YKe He MOJIofas THOMa,
TIOYTHUTEIILHO MTOKJIOHUBIIUCE. — IIPOCTHTE, YTO OTBJIEKAIO BAaC, HO HaM HEOOXOJUMO ITOTOBOPHUTE.

— IlpuBeTcTBYyI0, Tenu XenbMu, — mpousHecia Cepenuka, C HEOXOTOM OCTaHaBIMBasiCh. OCTaHOBHU €6
KTO-HI/I6YI[B ;:[pyrofl, CepeuI/IKa IIponiiIa ORI OaJibIll€, HO OHA CJIMIIKOM yBdzKdJld U B KaKOM-TO CTEeIIeHHu
naxe mo0usa CTapylo MOAPYTy CBOEN MaTepH.

— Cnauara xoTesa Obl T0O3PaBUTh BacC C M06e0ii B UCIILITAHUM, — C YJIBIOKOM ITOK/IOHUIACh XeJIbMHU.



— Bnaronapfo. Bama mous ToXe XOPpO1IIOo IIOKa3alia ce0s.

— Xa! Aparn ellle y9UTBCS U YUUTHCS, — C JIETKOM UPOHUEN OTBETHUIIA Jielu XelbMU, — HO crnacubo. K
COKaJIeHUI0 TOJIBbKO, 1 OCTAHOBUJIA BAC He [T 9TOr0, — CHeJlaB HeOObIION ITI0TOK U3 00Kara,
nob6aBuia oHa. — [TporIoi BecHOM OffHA U3 KyIeUYeCKUX IUIbAUN CHAPSAUIIA SKCIEOUIINIO HaBePX, U
OHa C TPeCKOM IIpOBajuiach. [JeHer B Hee ObIJIO BI0OKEHO HEMaJIo, ¥, B 0COOEHHOCTH, OTIMYUIICS TOM
Ieiic...

— Jlopn PoHyc HemaBHO roBopui MHe 00 9ToM, — mepebuiia rHomy Cepenuka.

— Hapetocs, BbI HUUETO eMy He obelfanu? — Halpsriaack XelnbMu. — Bo3BpallleHre OTPUHYBIINX
KameHb He TOJIBKO IPOTUBOPEYUT HALIUM TPAAULIASIM, HO ¥ CUJIBHO yIapUT 10 GUHAHCOBOMY
COCTOSIHMIO 3HQTHBIX JOMOB... B TOM YHCJIe, U 10 BallleMy IOMYy, — CEPLE3HO IIPOU3HECTIa CTapas
rHOMA.

— 4 3T0 npeKkpacHO IIOHMMaIO, Jiedu XeJIbMHU, — CTOJIb K€ Cepbe3HO oTBeTuna Cepeguka, — HO, He
B3Upas Ha BCE BaMU CKa3aHHOe, 5 [yMalo, YTO THOMBL BaKHee JeHeT, — C MeTa/lJInueCcKoil HOTKE B
rojoce MPOU3HECHa MpPUHIlecca.

— Kak 3Haere... HO He OyMal0, 4TO Ballla MaTb 0n06p1/ma OBl TaKOE HaCTpOEeHue, — HEOOBOJIEHO
OTBeTHJIa XeJlbMa ¥, MOKJIOHUBIIMCE, OTOIIIIa B CTOPOHY I'PYIINIKN XUXUKAIOIIUX T'HOM.

«XenbMe Bcerjga OLIJIO IIJIEBATh Ha OPyTHX, — IMOKAd4alla TOJIOBOM CepenHKa, IIPOBOZKasd B3TIAO0M
THOMY, — B 3TOM 3aKJIIOYAETCsA CHUJIA U cnaboCTh eé OOoMa... 1a U BCEero Op3aMMapa!»

C TaKMMH HEBECEJILIMU MBICISIMHU CepeuI/IKa pemnuTeNIbHEE HAlIPABUIIACE B CTOPOHY
3aMHTEPECOBABIINX €€ JIomen.

PaCCManI/IBaH OIIMHHOHOTUX, IIPUHIECCA IIPHUIIIIA K BEIBOAY, YTO JIIOOU IIPAKTUYECKU HUYEM He
OTJIMYAIOTCA OT HUX. Ecnu He YYUTBIBATh POCT, KOHEYHO.

— INpuBeTcTBy1o0 Bac, Bamie BricouecTBo! — 0OpaTuics K THOME CaMbli BRICOKHY U3 JIofen. — MEl
ObLTM padbl YBUAETH Ballle MaCTEPCTBO Ha ApeHe. CKaxXy 4eCTHO, B ITepBasi, KTO CMOT YOUBUThL MEHS
CBOUM yMEHUEM BJIafleTh IBYPYYHEIM OpyxKUeM, — 0e3 KallIi JIECTU IPOU3HEC CBETIOBOJIOCHIH.

— W s Bac IpUBETCTBYI0, — CHE€JIaB BEXK/IMBLIM IIOKJIOH, Tpou3Heciia Cepenuka. — Paga, 4To BEI
CMOTJIX 10 JOCTOMHCTBY OLIEHUTh MOU HABLIKU, — C JIETKOM yiIbIOKOM nobnaromapuia Cepenuka.

— 970 OBIJI0 HECJIOKHO cHenaTh, Barie BricouecTBO, — BMeIIAJICS JILICHIM TapeHb, Pa3TiisaabiBast
CJIafKyI0 3aKyCKY B pyKax. — 2Kasb, 4TO BEl He CMOXKeTe [IPUCOENUHUTECS K HaM... — [1eYaIbHO
B3[OXHYJI OH.

— JleH! — BOCKJIMKHYJI CBETJIOBOJIOCHIM, IOCMOTPEB Ha CBOET0 Apyra ¢ YKOpoM. TOT B CBOIO 0Yepenb
coenarn Bup, 6ynTO He 3aMETUJT 3TOTO0 B3TJIAMla M C SHTY31Ma3MOM OTKYCHJI KyCOYeK.

— IIpotury mpocTuTh MOero apyra, Baime BeicouecTBo, — € JIeTKUM ITOKJIOHOM oOpaTuics K Cepenuke
Ceptiit CTpaxk, — y Hero Bcerpa Obiu mpo6yieMbl ¢ MaHEPaAMH.

— Hwuuero crpamrsoro! — ¢ ucKpeHHel yIpI0KOM 0TBeTUIA MIpUHIlecca. — f1 caMa He 04eHb JIi00ITi0
cBeTcKue Oecemsl.

— 4 Toxe! — BHIpBanoCh y caMmoro Mmiaamero Ceporo Ctpaxa.



— Beon, u TH Tyma xke! Korma BepHEMCS ¢ TIIyOMHHBIX TPOII, BaC XOET HaKa3aHue, — CTPOTo
mpou3Hec [leHo.

— BrI cobupaeTech Ha TIyOMHHBEIE TPOIBI? — C yAKWBIeHUeM cripocuiia Cepenuka.

— [Ia, Bamme BricouecTBo. Mul ipuOniu B Op3aMMap I Habopa peKpyToB, U 3aBTpa OydeT
IIPOBEPKa X OOWIIOBCKMX HABHIKOB.

— W MHOT0 THOMOB COT'JIaCHJIOCh IMOKUHYTH CBOIO pOJII/IHY?

— Bcero Tpoe, — neyanbHO B3[OXHY [IeHON, — ¥ 3TO 04eHb Mano. OfHaKO g MOTY IOHSTh BallluX
cobpaTheB. U, XOTs y HAaC eCTh IOJO3PEHUS 0 Havyasle ISITOT0 MOpa ¥ HaM HYXKHEI BCE CHUJIBI I €T0
IPegOTBPAIIEHHUS. .

— Jlegu SHYKaH, Balll OTeI] 30BET BaC, — BMeIaJICS B JUAIOT MOJIOMIOM CIIyra.

— Xopo11o, — MpHUHIECCA 0TOCTANA CIYTY U, APYXKEeT00HO MOIPOINaBIIUCE C TIIOObMHE, HallpaBUIach B
CTOPOHY TPOHa.

Becw nmpa3puuk Cepenuka cuaesia 3a CTOJIOM, CITyIIasi XBajeOHBIE TOCTH U JTIbCTUBEIE peun. [Tox
KOHeIl, KOTfIa el yxKe MOPSIOKOM Haloesio u300paxaTh BEYHO HOBOIBHYIO YIIEIOKY UOUOTA, OHA
CKasaJla IpolIaabHbIe CJI0Ba U MOKKUHYJIA 3aJT Yyepe3 O0KOBYIO IBEPb.

— [la BB u3meBaeTech! — mpornenTtana Cepenuka, eqBa 3alis B KOPUAOP. B Tymuke, cieBa OT OBepu
CTOSIJT MmKag, KOTOPHIA OHA COBCEM HeJaBHO ITPHKa3asa yoparTs.

PaccMesBIInuCh IIpo 0665{, OHa BRITAIlIHJIA IIEPBYIO IIOMABIIYIOCA KHUTY U HAIIPABUJIACh B CBOU IIOKOH.
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[TpunIy BeneH kpyramu GpOAXII IO CBOEM KOMHaTe, Ilepebupas B TOJI0BE BCe BO3MOXKHbBIE BapUaAHTHI
Pa3BUTHS JalbHEUIINX OENUCTBUM.

«TpraH OPSIAKOM [OCTal MEHS 3a 9TOT AeHb, — He IepecTaBall JyMaTh 00 OJHOM ¥ TOM K€ THOM, —
JKeJ4b OT er0 CJIOB MMPOHHUKIIA HaXKe B MO TOJIOBY!»

[TpuceB 3a CTOJI, OH TOMBITAJICS COCPEAOTOYNTELCS ¥ BEIPA3UThH IJIaH Ha Oymare, HO ero MBIC/IH ObLIN
CJIMILIKOM XaOTHYHHL. [l03TOMYy, NITIOHYB Ha 9T0 Oe3HafieXKHOe [eJI0, THOM Pe3K0 BCTasl, ObICTPO
OfleJiCA U, IIOLEJIOBAaB CIAIIYI0 PUKY, BEHIIIET U3 KOMHATHL.

[Tpouas 1Mo OCBelleHHOMY KOPHAOPY, OH IOAOIIEN K HY2KHOU OBEPU ¥, HEIPOMKO IIOCTYy4YaB, OIPOCHUIT
pa3pelieHns BOUTH.

2KeHCKuM ToJI0C BIyCTUI €T0, U beeH BOMIEN B IOKOM CECTPHL.

— Ham HyKHO IOTOBOPUTH, — Cpa3y Mepemien K geny beneH, egsa B3TISHYB Ha YUTAIONIYIO
Cepenuky.

— Bpar, ceiiyac gOBOIBHO I030HO. MOXKeT, OTJIOKUM Pa3roBOp Ha 3aBTpa? — OTJIOXKUB KHUTY,
CIIpOoCHUJia IpUHIIECCA.

— Her, cecTpa. 9T0 BaxXHBIY pa3roBop. OH KacaeTCs TBOEU XKU3HU, — TUX0, HO CO BCel
YBEPEHHOCTHIO TporoBopun benexd. Y, moXpaBIIMCh HY>KHOM peaKIuu, MPOOOJKui. — Jloporas
cectpa, MHe 007IbHO 00 3TOM T'OBOPUTH, HO... — BeseH cxkas Kynaku 1 IoCMOTpeT B Iita3a Cepenuky.



— TpuaH xo4ueT yOuUTh TEOS.
— C 4ero THI 9TO B3471? — XMypO cnpocuna Cepeguka.

— OH caM MHe CKa3aJl... — Me[JIEHHO NIPOTSHYJ besleH U, BIOXHYB IOJTHOM T'PYIbI0, CITyCTS
MrHOBeHUe f00aBui: — OH MPEMIOKUT MHE ITPUCOETUHUTHCS K HEMY, H... S COTJIACHUIICS.

— W Kak Xe OH XOYeT 3TO CHeNlaTh? — eBa CKphIBas I'HEB, CIIPOCHUIa IIPUHIIecca.

— Korpga mbl 6yieM Ha rimyOMHHBIX TPOIaX, OH BCE MOACTPOUT TakK, OyaTo Te0s yOunu mopoxmeHus
TBbMBHL... — KaK Ha [yXy BelJI0KUI beneHn. — 4 He Mory noutu Ha Takoe! Thl MOs cecTpa, a OH MO
OparT... YTO MHE [eaTh?! — CPHIBAsSCh HA KPHUK, ITPOHU3HEC IPHUHII.

— W 3aueM xke TH TOTHA COTJIAacUIICS? — KakK Ovl oOparasick K camoit cebe, cupocumna Cepennka u
MSATKO yNbIOHYIaCh. — YCIIOKOMCS, MO ManeHbKUM OpaT. [lyMaio, 1 CMOTY PeIIuThb 3Ty mpobiemy. A
THI [TOKA UOYW ¥ OTOOXHU. 3aBTpa OyHeT TSIXKENBN OeHb, — MevabHO cKaldana Cepeguka, — U, KCTATH,
cnacu6o Tebe! — yCnbllIam IPUHII, BEIXOAS U3 KOMHATHL.

I[To myTH B CBOM IOKOH Y BejleHa MBICTTH OKOHYATEIbHO cMelaanch. OIHU, B3BIBAs K COBECTH,
TIPU3EIBAJIA OCTAHOBUTH IIPENaTeIbCTBO OTM3KOT0 POICTBEHHUKA, a OPYTHe, HAa000POT, MOOIIPSIIH
CTOJIb YMHOE ¥ IIPABUIbHOE PelleHHe.

Haxopmsch B rimy0OKOM 3agyMYUBOCTH U Tep3asiCh MPOTUBOPeunsiMu, beneH He 3aMeTu1, Kak
BEPHYJICS B CBOIO KOMHATY U yXKe yCIlell 00HATH BCE ellle CIAMIYI0 Puky.

«Ecnu myTH Ha3a[ HET, eCTh JIX CMBICTT TEP3aTh ce051?» — CMyTHO IopyMan beleH u mpoBasuiics B
TEMHOTY.
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«3HAYMT, IOPOro¥ GpaTel] PeIn YyCTPAaHUTh MEHsI», — IeYalibHO II0KavaJsa roinoBoi Cepemuka,
IIPOBOIS JIAIOHBIO IO JOCIIeXaM CBOeM mpabdadKu.

Meicyb 3Ta Ka3anach OMHOBPEMEHHO TaKOU IIPOCTOM, IOTUYHOU U XKEeCTOKOH, XJITafHOKPOBHOU, YTO
rHOMa He MOIJIa PelIUTh faxe 015 ce0sl, KaK OTHOCUTHCS K IpoucxonsuieMy. OHa yCIIOKOUIa
IIepeBOJIHOBaBIIerocs 6para, moobelas Bce yIaguTh, HO Ha CAMOM [iejie HUKAKOro IIJlaHa Y Hee IT0Ka
He OBIJIO.

— Bxomu, l'opuM, — HETPOMKO IIPOM3HEecIa THOMa, e[JBa 3aCJILIIIaB YCIOBHOE ITepPeCcTyKUBaHue,
IPUIYMaHHOE HECKOJIBKO JIET Ha3ajl €€ OPYKEHOCLIEM.

— o6poit HOuM, MUJIENH, — MOKIOHUIICS ['opuM, 3aiis B KOMHATY.
— Jla-ma... — maxHymna pykou Cepenuka. — JJoK1ageiBau.

— XapTus noxutuna Hatuio, — CIokoitHO cka3an ['opuM, CJI0BHO cooOIast OyTHUYHEIE BECTH, — OHU
IOCTaBUIY €€ U e€ HallapHUKA B IaBKY OPOHHMKA B OOIIMHHBIX 3ajlax...

— Xopoti1o, yepe3 AecsITh MUHYT BEIABUTAEMCS.
— ITonsin Bac, — KUBHYJ ['OpUM |, TIOKJIOHUBIIKCH, TIEPBBEIM BHIIIEIT U3 TOKOEB IIPUHIIECCHI.

He Tepsist BpeMeHH, THOMAa IIPUTOTOBUIACE K BhTa3Ke. Hamena HeB3pauyHEIe MOCIEXH: € HUKTO He
IOJIZKeH OBLIT [0 TIOPHI 0 BPeMeHU Y3HaTh, — IepernpoBepuiia BCe 3aCTeXKK U HafleNna uuieM. B3ss co



CTOMKYU HeIpUMeYaTeNlbHEIM IBYPYUHEIM MOJIOT, OHA BHIIIIA U3 KOMHATH — HOYL oOellana ObITh
HEeJIETKOH.

BEITH HpI/IHLIeCCOfI Op3aMMapa B IIEPBYIO O49epenb 3HAYUIIO OBITH XO0pomuM BOMHOM, BO BTOPYIO —
YMETH pa36HpaTbcs{ BO BC€X CYIIECTBYIOIIUX TaWHBIX XOMaX 1 JIa3euKax, YTOOBI 3HaTh, OJId 9€T0 OHHU
MOT'YyT OBITH ITOJIE3HEL. B TPETEHIO K€ 04Yepeab — YMETE IIEPEBOIINIOIIATECA Tak, YTOOBI HU OTHOMY
THOMY U1 B I'OJIOBY H€ IIPHUIIJIO, YTO II€epenq HUM CTOUT IIPHUHIIECCAa, 3Hal OH ee XOTb C NEeTCTBa.

CepepnuKa 1IeIMKOM U ITOJTHOCTHIO OIIPaBObIBajia CBOM TUTYI U He pa3 yauBisia ['opuMa CBOUMHU
CIIOCOOHOCTSIMHU.

Taxe 1o Beyepam B Op3aMmape He 3aTuxajia XKu3Hb. 2KUTeNlel CTaHOBUJIOCh MEHbIIIE JIUIIb I0TOMY,
YTO UX YCIIEIIHO 3aMeHS/IN APYTrie THOMEL.

Y, cnacu Ilpenky TOro, KTo He 3HaJI HOUYHBIX IIPABUII WIIM TePsI OMUTEIbHOCTh — CTPAXKHHUKH T10
BedyepaM ObInii 00JIbINIEeN YacThio TU00 MbSHE, 1100 OECCUTBHE TOMOYb.

[Tpoiigs o ocBeleHHOMY Kopumopy, Cepenuka u ['opuM 3amiiu B HeGO0JbIIOe IIOMEIeHUe, BCe elle
yCTyMoIllee U He NIpUHafexkallee HIKOMY, BO3Jie KOTOPOTr0O MHOT'O BpEMEHH IIPOBOAMII CTPaHHbIN
THOM, BeYHO 60PMOTaBIINM KaKyio-TO epyHAy. OOBIYHO Ha HEro MpocTo He o0pallaayu BHUMaHuUs, HO
JIAIIb TIOTOMY, YTO HUKOMY He XOTeJIOCh BLICTYIINBATh AJIMHHYI0 MOHOTOHHYIO Pe4b O CTOJIb XKe
OJIMHHBIX ¥ HE MIOHSATHHIX HUKOMY Belllax.

OTrICKaB HYyKHBIU BEICTYI, CepeauKa OTKphLIa TalHBINM IIPOXOM, BEAYIIUU K pPa3BUJIKE,
HaXOIOUBIIIENCS Hefaneko oT «IIblJIbHOT0 Toponma».

Briepenu moka3zacst JJIMHHBIE TEMHBEIN TOHHEIb, €0Ba OCBeIlaeMblll 6epekHO 3aXBaueHHBIM
T'opumoMm (akenom, u MpUHIIECCA ONMYCTOIIEHHO B3IOXHYIA, IIPECTaBISAS CKYYHBIN IOy TeMHBIH
IyTh K OOITMHHEIM 3a/1aM.

— Hamomuwu, 94TOOH S IOIIPOCHIIA OTLIA YCTAHOBUTH HOPMaJIbHOE OCBEIIEeHNEe B TOHHETE, —
pa3mpaxkeHHOo mpousHecyaa Cepeguka, 0YepeqHON pa3 OCTAHABIUBASICh U CTPSIXUBAS C ce0s
TayTHHY, — TYT IIPOCTO HEBO3MOXKHO GECIPeNnsiTCTBEHHO ITPOUTH.

— Xopotio, Baire BeicouecTBo, — € ynbiOKO#M 0TBeTUN ['0OprM, XOPOIIIO 3Hast Hea000Bb IPUHIIECCH K
[Iay4ybUM JIOBYIIKAM, U €Ba YKJIOHUJICS OT OUepPeIHOU MayTUHEI.

Hounast mo oOLUIMHHBIX 3aJI0B, IPUHIIECCA U €€ OPYKEHOCEeI] PaJOCTHO BHIIIIM Ha CBET U, HEHAOJIT0
OCTaHOBUBIINCE, C HAaClTakKOeHUEeM CTPAXHYIHU C cebst 6enyio HamacTh.

Mom4a KUBHYB IIPeAyIpexaeHHOMY ['0pUMOM CTPaXKHUKY, OHU HaIlPaBUJIKCh K JJaBKe OPOHHUKA,
OTKy[la HaBCTpeYy MM BHIIIIJIa MOJIOfasi pacCTpoeHHast THoMa.

CepepnvKa IIPOBOMIKIIa €€ 3afyMYUBLIM B3TJISIAOM, ITBITAsICh BCIIOMHHUTD, TT€ K€ OHU BUMIEJIUCH, U
PEeLIuTEeNIbHO OTKPHITIa IBEPh, IPekXe BhlKIaB HECKOJIbKO MUHYT Ha Clly4ail Ybero-HuOyIOhb
BO3BpAIIEHHUS.

— YrTo BH 37€Ch fenaeTe?! — B IaHMKe 3aKpUya TOProBell, YBULEB B TYCKJIOM CBeTe JIaBKU OBYX
BOOPY2KEHHBIX THOMOB.

— Bceé mpocTo, JIuTOH, — CIOKOMHO TUX0 ImporoBopuil ['opuM, — M uireM HaTwuio.

— He noHuMarw, 0 4éM Bbl! — € KaXyUUMCS CIIOKONCTBHUEM BOCKIIUKHYJI THOM.



— A s mymalo, IOHMMaeIllb... — ['OpuM Me[IJIeHHO CHSIJI ¢ ce0s IIIeM U C YIBI0KOM II0OCMOTpPeIT B I'jla3a
JlutoHa. — Y, 3Haems, nyuiie Tebe moOsICTPee 000 BCEM «BCIIOMHUTL», — IOJI0XKUB CBOOOMHYIO PYKY
Ha Med, o0aBuUJI THOM.

HepBHO CTJIOTHYB OT OCO3HAHHUA cBoelt OecrroMoIIHOCTH, JINTOH mMo6eIHeN u YIIaJl Ha KOJIEHHU.

— IIpoctute mens! 4...4... 310 Bc€ Bepar! [ToxanyiicTta, IONMUTE, OHU 3aCTaBISIIN MeHs! Yrpoxanu
MO€eU CeMbe U...

— JoctaTouHo! — Ope3rnuBo Opocuna Cepenuka, He XKejas CIyIIaTh XalKUX ONPaBRaHUM.
— IIpocTo ckaxu, roe Hatus.

— Ona tyt! TyT! BoT, cMoTpuTe! — JIuTOH C GelleHO OBIOIIMMCS CEpALeM IOIOIIENT K OTHON U3
oJI0K. [TocmenoBaTeNnbHO HazKajl Ha TPU e[iBa 3aMETHBIX BHICTYIIA U OTKPHIT TAaWHYIO ABEPD.

— 970 TarHas 6a3a XapTUH, — CIEIIHO IMOSICHUII THOM, OTXO/ISI B CTOPOHY. — 3[1eCh XPAHUTCS BECh
KOHTpadakT 1 00MTAIOT IJIeHHUKH, 0XKHUOaolIe Tpurosopa bepara.

[Tomouipms K HpOéMy, CepeuI/IKa BHUMATEJIBHO BIIdaesIaCh B TEMHOTY U HEBOJIBHO B3[JOXHYJIA: BIIEpeqn
BHUOHEJIaCh OJIMHHHAA IMKMPOKasA PYKOTBOPHAs IT€IIepa.

ITomaB 3HaK OpyZXKeHOoCly, THOMa 0e3 IIpoMenJieHus IIPOIijia BO TbMY, IDUTOTOBUBIINCE K JII00BIM
JIOBYHIIKAM ¥ BO3MOZKHBIM HEOXKHNITaHHOCTAM.

[Tozagu pa3maincs BO3rjlaC TOProBlia U 3BYK YIIABIIETO TeJIa. A Jyepes3 HECKOJIBKO CEKYH[O FOpI/IM YXe
AJOTrHaJl IIPUHIIECCY.

— OmnsiTh OCBellleHNE He B IIPUMEP Iydllle, — HPOHUYHO 3aMeTuia CepearKa, paccMaTpuBast CTEHHI
IeIePHL.

— OTO TOYHO, — XMHIKHYJ ['0opuM U, 000THaB ey JOyKaH, IPOIIEN BIIepEN, HaMepeBasCh IIEPBEIM
CTOJIKHYTBLCSI CO BCEMHU OITaCHOCTSIMU IEIIePH.

[TyTh OBITT MOBOJIBHO KOPOTKKUM, HO M3-3a IIOCTOSTHHO BCTPEYABIIUXCS JIOBYIIEK — YOUBUTEIHHO
monruM. ['opuM efBa ycreBas 00TOHSATh MIPUHIIECCY, COBEPIIEHHO Ha 3a00THUBIITYIOCS O CBOEH
0e30IIaCHOCTH.

Hoiins mo oBepy, YKpalleHHOU ITOCPENCTBEHHEIM pe3unkoM, CepenuKa NpUCyllianachk K 3ByKaM I10
Ty CTOPOHY ¥ IIOIBITANIach Ha CJIyX BBISICHUTD, CKOJIBKO 3a ABEPHI0 HAXOOUIIOCh IPOTUBHUKOB.

— TrI TOTOB? — CIIpOCHJIA IPUHIIECCA, PACCIIHIIIAB 3@ IBEPhIO JIUIIL TUIIUHY.

T'opuM B 0TBeT KuBHYJ, 1 CepenuKa Co BCEr0 pa3Maxa BEIOMIIa OPyKueM OBephb. TouHee —
TIOTIHITaIack. [IBEPh OKa3aach HEOXKUIAHHO MIPOYHOM.

JIums ¢ TPETLEEro Pa3a IIPUHIIECCEe yOaJIOCh CJIOMATh CTaPhkie IBEPHEIE IIETJIX U IIOIIACTh BHYTDb.

— Kro T8I, Kamens Te0st 3afepu?! — rHEBHO BOCKJIUKHYJI THOM, CTOSIBIIIMY Ha CTpaxe y
IIPOTUBOIIOI0KHOT0 KOHIIa 3aja.

— T'opuM, mocTapa¥icst He MelllaTh, — IIPHUKa3aja opyxkeHocuy Cepenrka U 6POCUIach B CTOPOHY €IIé
He YCIIEeBIIero HUYero MOHAThH THOMA.

— O6s13aTenbHO, — QHIPKHYT ['OpuM, UPOHUYHO MTOAYMAB O TOM, YTO OH BOOOIIEe MOXKET He yCIeThb



IIPUHATE Y4aCTHe B CXBATKe.

— Xa-Xa-Xa! — HepBHO paccMesics OPYroi OXpaHHUK, He IPUHUMAas BCEPhE3 MPUOIIHKABIIYIOCS
Cepernuky, u IpUHSAT 60EBYIO CTOMKY. — YOBEM 9TUX HEJOYMKOB, PELIUBIINX, YTO OHU COBEpIIEHHEIE!

Ha takoe 3asiBnenne Cepenuka TOMbKO (DHIPKHYIIA U HA MTPEEeIbHON CKOPOCTH ITPEooIIeNna
paccTosiHUe, OTHENSBIIeE ee OT Pa3boiHUKaA...

kkk
{IIBapuaThi0 MUHYTaMU pPaHee }

— OTa IBUIErJI0TKa OOPOro 3allJIaTUAT 3a CBOM MpoBajl! — 3710 BOCK/IMKHYJ beparT U, meITasch
YCIIOKOUTHCS, HEPBHO CHEJIall IJIOTOK U3 IOTPECKaBIIEUC KPYXKKH.

OH 0wl Ha rpaHu GelleHOTo cphiBa. HaTus, ero myuiui 60el, MOfCTaBUIIa BCI0 OpraHU3alI[iio0 CBOEH
BBIJAIOLIENCS TIYIOCThI0! OTOT0 OH HUKAK He MOT el IPOCTUTh, KaK Obl He I[eHUJI ee.

Ha gaHHBI MOMEHT T'JlaBa XapTHU PEIINI HEMHOTO ITePelOXHYTh.

Bcs ata 6GFOTHH, TMMOAJIN3bIBAHUA U ITOAMA3bIBAHNA 3HATU CUJIBHO BEIMOTAJIN y2K€ He MOJIOOOT O
THOMa.

OH 4eCTHO peln Bce BO3HUKINKE TTociie McnbiTanus mpobieMsl, TOTHOCThI0 06e301macuB cebs 1
XapTuio, ¥ Telephb CYUTAN CBOU OTABIX 3aCITyKEHHBIM.

Ecnu OB ellé He HYyKHO OBIJIO [yMaTh O TOMSIIENCS B TEMHUIlE KIeHMeHOM, XK1U3Hb Obla Ob
IpeKpacHa. X0Ts... caMa MBICIIb O TOM, YTO MOXKHO OBIIO cfienaTh ¢ Hatuel, bepaty oueHn
HPABUJIACh.

— A CKOJIBKO MOXKHO CHeJlaTh C ee CECTPEHKOM... — IIOIII0 CMesICh, IPOTSIHYJI CUAAIINAM HallPOTUB
BepaTa JBICEIN TAaTyHPOBAHHBIM THOM, CJIOBHO ITPOYUTAB MBICTTA CTAPOTO APYyTa.

— U He opuH pa3! — nykaBo mo6aBuI caMbiii MenKui rHOM. OH OBUI TOCTIEIHUM Y9aCTHUKOM Oecefibl
npulOIuXKeHHBIX K bepary.

VIMeHHO 3Ta TPOUIla CTajla OCHOBATEIIMHU HeOObIoM 6aHoLl, KOTOPas B UTOTe CTajla eMUHCTBEHHON
B0 BCéM Op3ammape. CHayvasa ux OblsIo O0JIbIIE, HO BIIACTh YIEPKaJ B CBOUX PyKaX TOIbKO ONWH
raoM. OCTalbHEIM, KTO He CII0CO0eH OBIT 3aXBATUTh BIACTh, MPUIIIOCH TU00 MOMUUHUTLCS eMy, 00
yMEpPETE.

W mBa rHOMa, CHUOEBIINX 3@ CTOJIOM, He pa3 XBa/IwiK ce0st 3a BepHOe pelleHre IOTYUMHUThCS bepary.
Benp ux ObIBIIME TOAENbHUKHY, OPY3bs U laXKe POACTBEHHUKHM yKe TaBHO BePHYNUCh K KamHI0. A oHU
BCe eIllé OLLIUA XUBHL.

— TonbKo 4yp 5 MepBeIA! — 06pATUIICS TaTYUPOBAHHBIN K MEJIKOMY U C IIyMOM NTPUYMOKHY]I.

— O#, ga moxarnyicra! — MaxHy/I PYKOM MeNKUM U MOTSIHYJICS K KPy2KKe C XOIOOHHIM 37ieM. — Eé Ha
BCEX XBATHUT, — YBEPEHHO [106aBUII OH.

— Bepar, a Kak 0Ha B00OIIIe? — C UHTEPECOM CIIPOCHUJI JILICHIH.

— Emme cnatte, 4eM BHITJISAUT... — YIBIOHYJICS I'1aBa XapTUu.



PasgaBimiicst CTYK B iBepb, OBUT MPAKTUYECKHU HE CHIBIIIEH Ha GoHe moxaOHOro cMexa 370poBsika. Ho
ero cocep, o61afaBLUINi OTIMYHEIM CITyXOM, He3aMeTHO ITofan 3Hak bepary.

— IlenuoH, 3aTKHUCH! — TUX0 MpoBopuan bepaT. — Boiigu, — 0oXKOaBIINChH TUIIWHEL, T006aBUI
X03AUH XapTuu.

— Hartust ounynacek, — o0bsiBUIa [I2KapuBus, eaBa 3aias B KabuHeT Bepara.

— He nepexwuaii. TBO¥ IOXOM Ha MMOBEPXHOCTh OYAET MOCTEOHUM 3alaHUEM Ha CETONHS, —
nooberran bepar, momaBast Kuiy 6yMar cBoeMy BepHOMY IIOMOIIHUKY. — ITociie Hero MoxKellb
HACIAJUThCS «00IIeHreM» C IIJIEHHUKaMH.

— Ecnu oHn OOXKHUBYT... — HAIIOMHHII O CBOHUX IIJIaHAX JIBICHIM.

— B TBoux MHTEpecax, YTOOH TAaK ¥ IIPOU3OIIIO, — MPUTrPo3uia [KapBus u, COOIa3HUTETHHO
nokayuBasi 0€apamMu, MMofoIIa K THoMy. — MHade... — THOMa OJHUM [IBUXKEHUEM [0CTalla KHHXKal U
IIpUCTaBUJIa €T0 MeXAY HOT [T00/IefHEeBIIero THOMA. — ...51 BO3bMYCh 3a Te0sl.

— Ixapusi! — Bepat, cMesich, B3TJIIHYJ HAa CBOIO BEPHYIO IIOMOLTHUITY. — ThHI IOMHHIIb, KaKOe y
TeOs 3amaHue?

— 4 mpocTo momyTuna, — HaTIHYTO YabIOHyMach [lxKapBus, npsdya KuHkKaja. — CKOpO BEPHYCE.

oK maBUINCh, KOTMa THOMA YUIET, MBICHIH TSIKEJI0 BRIIOXHYI M MaTOM BBICKA3all BCE, UYTO TyMaeT O
HeH.

— JlenuoH, TBOM 3amac CJI0B MeHsI, KOHEYHO, He YOUBIISIET, — UPOHUYHO YIbI0asiCh, ITOKaYas roJI0BOM
Bepart, omapuB maBHETO TOBapuilla KpaCHOPEYUBLIM B3T/IAA0M. — HO BIpenb BO3AEPKUCH OT TaKUX
BEIpaxkKeHuy. HezaMeHUMEIX B XapTHHU HET.

BepaT He CTaJl TOPOIINUTLCA, OTTATHUBAA TOT HperaCHBII;I MOMEHT, KOrja OTIIPaBUTCA K Hatuu, n,
HpI/IXJ'Ie6bIBaH "3 KPYZXKKH, C YIOBOJIECTBHEM IIOCIIyITaJl HECKOJIBKO BECEJILIX ITOX0XKNeHuY BeoHa.

— W BOT, 3HAYUT, 3aXOOUT €€ MYXK [IOMO#, a 5I... — MeJIKUM I'HOM KakK pa3 J0/IXKeH OBl epeiTu K
CcaMOMy UHTEPECHOMY MOMEHTY UCTOPHH, KaK BOPYT TPOMKHUY 3BYK CO CTOPOHEI LIeHTPAIbHOTO 3aja
cOuI 3MOPOBSIKA C MBICITH.

— YT0 mpoucxoguT? — pa3mpakeHHO BOCKIMKHYT bepar, XMypo OTCTaBIsis KPYKKY B CTOPOHY, U
BBILIIETT M3 KaOMHEeTa Ha LIyM, IPUXBATHUB C COO0OM OpyKUeE.

[Tepen HUM TIpeficTaja CTpaHHAs KapTHHA: ABEPD, Bedylas K JIaBKe, CJieTesla C MeTeslb, IOTHSB
JerKu# Kiy0 MbUIH, @ 3aKOBaHHAs B HETIpHMedaTe/lbHbIe JOoCIexy Gpurypa Ha MaKCHMalbHOU
CKOPOCTH OBUHYJACH B €ro CTOPOHY. He cuep:kaB cmex, bepaT ¢ HICKpeHHUM HeIOyMEHUEM
IIOCMOTPEJT Ha ABYX CaMOHAMeSTHHBIX HaPYIIUTEIeH, TOCMEeBIINX 3assBUTLCS CIOMA.

IIBa rHOMa He TIPeCTaBISIIH A/ HeT0 HUKAaKOU OMAaCHOCTH, U TTlaBa XapTUu Haxke CHelaln 3HaK
CBOMM TOBapHILlaM, BHIIEOUINM U3 KabuHeTa, He HallafaTh TEPBEIMU. [HOMY JaXKe CTajio HHTEPECHO,
YTO COOMPAIOTCS [eNaTh 3TU CTPAHHbIE HAPYLIUTEIIH.

BeprIe IIOMOIIMHUKHA 0oOHaXWIN OpyXue, IIPDUHAB 3alllUTHYIO CTOfIKy, HO, IIO ITPUKA3y BepaTa, He
clesanyd HUKAKOM IIOMBITKY HAlacTk.

«49T0000?»



Bepar B o1leneHeHr CMOTPEN Ha TO, KaK HEM3BECTHHIM T'HOM Ha CKOPOCTH BieTen B [leroHa.
YcmMmetnrka riaBel XapTuu OBICTPO IPeBpaTHIach B IPUMACy CTpaxa OT BUA PACKPOLIUBIIET0CS LTUTA
¥ nafarouiero rejaa. Y 9To ero ayymmi noMOIHUK! CaMBI CTOMKUN U3 €r0 OKPYXKeHus!

Cnenytomui yoap mputmescs o CTHOHY, KOTOPBIYA OBITT KyIa MeHee BRIHOCIIMBBEIM. MeNKuii THOM
OTKPBIJICS, UCITYyTAHHO ¥ HEOCO3HAHHO OMYCTUB IIUT, U HE3HAKOMEI] C JIETKOCTHIO PACKPOIIIHII eMY
Yyepern OrPOMHBIM MOJIOTOM.

BepaT HEBOJIbHO OTBEPHYIJICA, IIBITAsACh CAEPZKATh TOITHOTY.

— IlocToit, MBI MOXKEM OTOBOPUTHCS! — IpOJIeTieTas UCIyTaHHbIN I'TaBa XapTHH, TIOHUMas, 4TO
Tellephb IPUILETI €T0 Yepe[, ¥ Me[JIeHHO OTCTynas K KabuHety. Kak xe OH NPOKJIMHAN ce0s B TOT
MoMeHT! HenooneHuI NpOTUBHUKA CTOJIb CUJIBHO, YTO TEIEPh 3TO MOXKET CTOUTh €My KU3HHU.

Pacckaxku 06 9TOM ero Bparam, OH{ OBl OT TYIIX ITOCMESIITUCS.

— W 4TO0 Ke Thl MOXKeIIb MHE IPEAJIOXKUTh? — CIIOKOMHBIM TOHOM CIIPOCUJI He3HaKOMel] U3-TI0[
ieMa.

— 4... — bepaT MIrHOBEHHO IIPOTOBOPHJI BCe BO3MOXKHEIE BaPUAHTH, HO HU OJMH HE CMOT
YIOBJIETBOPUTH 3aMIPOCH CTPAHHOTO HAPYLIUTEIS.

Kaxpeii pa3, Korga u3-1mojl X0JIOMHOTO MEeTAIIHYeCKOro IyieMa pa3iaBaaoch TBepHoe «HeT», bepar
YyBCTBOBAJ IPUOTHKABIIIeeCs OhixaHue KaMHs.

— Bbocc?! — HeoXuMOaHHO pa3gancs HOBHY T'OJIOC.
— Vo0etiTe ux! — B3peBen X034UH XapTHUH.
«Xa! Hac mectepo, a Bac gBoe! Hamo Ov110 yOHBaTh MEHS Cpa3y, IOKa OBIJIO MOXKHO. A Temepk...»

Pe3kas 601b B paliOHe TPy IIpepBajia MBICTH BoomyuieBuBiierocs beparta. Kaptuny
IIPOMCXOMSAIIEro OKyTaja ThMa, U CO3HaHUe CTajlo MOKUATh yKe MEPTBOE TETIO. ..

keksk
— W 910 Bce? — c mpe3peHuneM crpocumia Tpymsl Cepequka, 3aKOHYUB C IIOCTIETHUM HallagaBIITUM.

— Murnepnu, BB IIPOCTO CIUINKOM CHIBHEI, — ITOfICKa3as ['opuM, CTUpas CO CBOET0 Meya CBEXKYIO
KPOBb.

— T#I, KaK 00BIYHO, IIOJTU3bIBAEIIILCS, — YIBIOHYJIACh IPUHIIECCA, CHUMAS IIieM. — [[yMaio, MbI
nopoxneM Hatuio TaMm, — pemnsna Cepenuka, yka3aB B CTOPOHY KaOUHETa y2Ke MEPTBOTO T'JIaBH
XapTuu.

— BrI He cobupaeTech €€ BHI3BOJIATH? — YOUBUIICS ['OpuM.

— Hert, — mozxkarna njmedyaMu IpuHIiecca. — f1 maM el BO3MOXKHOCTh I0Ka3aTh, YTO OHA B COCTOSTHUU
BEIOPAThCS U3 TAKOW CUTYyallUM caMa.

['opumMm HUYero He nobaBu. IIpocnenoBas 3a IPUHIIECCOU B HEOOTIBINOE YIOTHOE IIOMeEIeHNe, OH
IIPUHAJICS yXaXXuBaTh 3a CepenuKon.

C youBneHueM Hals HECKOIbKO OYTHIJIOK BUHA, KOTOPHIE MTOoXKean Obl U caM KOpoJib, ['0puM Haui



TEMHYIO JKUJKOCTh B XPYCTa/IbHBIN OOKaJs U Iofall ero mpuHIlecce.

— Cnacu60, — MaIIMHAIBHO OTBETHJIA THOMA, HE B CHJIaX OTOPBATHCS OT YTEHUW aMOapHOM KHUTH
XapTuu. — 3Haes M1 Thl, [0pUM, YTO MOJNIOBMHA 3HATH 3aMelllaHa B MaXUHALKSIX Pa3Horo momuba!
— CO 3JI0CTBIO XJIONHYB 0 OyMaraMm, Bo3MyTtunack Cepenuka.

— 41 He youBnéx, Baire BricouecTBO, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETUJT BEPHBIN OpyXkKeHocel]. — e eCTh HeHBTH,
TaM 0053aTeIbHO eCTh 3HATh.

— THI, KOHEYHO, TpaB... — Cepeguka 3afyMYHBO IIOCTyYajla KOCTSIIKAMHU HaJbI[EM 10 KPHIIIKE
cTona. — M 3T0 HaM Ha PyKYy... AyMaw, npubpath XapTuio cebe 6ymeT XOPOIIUM PEIIeHHEM.

— BHI B 9TOM yBEpEHHI?

— BopoThcs co 3HaThIO TNIyo, — HeOpexKHO 3aMeTHia IpUHIlecca, CJIOBHO yKe JaBHO o0ayMasa Bce
«3a» U «IIPOTUB», — BCIO MPECTYIHOCTh TOXEe NCKOPEHUTH HeJIb3s. Tak mouyeMy OBl HaM €€ He
BO3TJIABUTH?

T'opum mpoMosda, He MPHUAYMaB NOCTOMHOTO apryMeHTa, u CepefuKka BHOBb YIyOuIach B UTEHHE.
OkpyxKatolee epecTano ee BOJTHOBATh, ¥ THOM ITOILITAJICS 3aHATH Ce0sT XOTh YeM-HUOY b,
TIPUHSBIINCH XOOUTH IT0 KOMHATE KPyTaMHu.

Korpma mBepb TUXOHBKO OTKPHIZIACh, BEPHHIM MIPUHIIECCE OPYKEHOCEIl He CoepKasl 001erYeHHOT0
BBEIZOXA.

— Haxkonen-to! Bl 3acrasnsiere Ee BricouecTBo KnaTh! — HEOBOJIBHO OTPYTasl OH ABYX
YIOUBJIEHHBIX Oerienos.

«A Tak e MOM yCTaBIlIKMe HOTU», — N00aBUJI OH IIPO cebs.
— Bamre BricouecTB0?! — magasd Ha OMHO KOJIEHO, Tpou3Hecsa HaTtusi. — YTo BH 30€Ch feaeTe?

— Jla BOT, He CHajoCh MHE 4YTO-TO, — C YXMBUIKOUM OTBETHUIIa IIPUHIIecca, U HaTus, COBEPILIEHHO
OTIEIIMB OT TAaKOI'0 OTBETA, HE CMOIJIa oJ00paTh MOAXOMSIIUX CJI0B. — [la BCTaHb TH yXKe! — CMesiCh,
cka3ana Cepenuka. — f, 3Haels Jd, He II00JI0 BCe 9TH PACKJIaHWBAHUS.

— IIpoctuTe, Bamme BricouecTBo, — ORICTPO U3BUHUBIIKCE, BCTasla HaTus.

— Jlagno. [TaBai nepeipém k meny, — Cepeguka BCTana CO CTyJla ¥ 00epHYIach B CTOPOHY THOMEI.
— ITomHuwMIIb, YTO 51 Tebe ToBOpHIa HA McnbiTanuu? Tak BOT, s mpefarai Tebe CTaTh MOUM BTOPBIM
opyxeHocueM. CoracHa?

— JI-ma, — MalIWHaJIbHO OTBeTU/lIa Hatus, He Beps B IPOUCXOHsIIee.

— Hy u 3ameyaTenbHO, YTO TH COTJIaCUIIaCh Cpa3dy, — OOBOJIBHO CKal3ana Cepegrka U KUHYJIa B
CTOPOHY CBOET0 BTOPOI'0 OPYKeHOocCIla KUy OyMar. — 3ech BCe 3alKCH IIPOIIIOro IIaBhl XapTHH.
Haiimu mocToitHOTr0 MpeeMHUKa Ha ero MeCcTo, ¥ — IIpUHIlecca pe3Ko nopoia K Hatuu u
MeTaIn4eckKuM TOHOM foGaBuna, — MycTh oH OyneT BepeH MHE! He pa3ouapyii.

HaTust 6bICTPO KMBHYJIA U B y2Kace yCTaBUJIACh Ha KUITy Oymar, 0 KOTOPHIX PaHbIIEe He CMeJla U
nyMaTh. CMUPUTBHCS C IIPOUIOIIEALINM el ObIJI0 CJTOXKHO: OT y4acCTUs B VICIHITaHUN — K 3aK/TI0UEHHIO
B TIOPbMe XapTHuH, 3aTEM — B OPYKEHOCIHI JIeOU JAyKaH... 3TO OBIJI0 CIUIIKOM. [laxke OJis Hee,
noOBIBaBIIEN YKe B HEMAJILIX epeapsirax. HyxkHo 66110 BpeMsi. MHOTO BpeMeHH. ..



— KcTrath, coBeTyio Tebe ceromHsi BeuepoM OTOOXHYTh. 3aBTpa Mbl UAEM Ha [ TyOMHHEBIE TPOIBI, —
nobGaBuia IpUHIleCCa KakK OBl HEB3HAYal U HallpaBUIacCh K BHIXOMY, OBOJIbHAS BEIPaXKEHUEM JIHLA
CBOET0 BTOPOT'0 OPYKEHOCIIA.
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