OH He 3Has, 6J1aTONapPUTh UM HET 3a TO, UTO ocTascs 6e3 6poHexuneta. C OMHOM CTOPOHH, €My
OBIJIO JIETKO YYBCTBOBATH €€ TEJI0 HAPOTUB cebsl, OIIYINaTh €€ TEIJI0 U BCE COMYTCTBYIOIINE €My
omyueHusi. C pyro¥ CTOPOHHI, OH 0TYasiHHO X0Tenl ee. OHa cTasa 6b1 6apbepoM MEeXOY HUM U
HCKYIIIeHHEM.

Ee ry0Bl BOUIHCH B €T0 11110, TPOOUPAsiCh K ero yxy: "3aueM Ol elrle ThI MEITANICSI MEHS
norenoBaTh?". OHa XUXUKHYIIA, ¥ OT OIIYIIEeHUS ee TEeIJIoro JbIXaHUs TakK OIM3KO0 K ero yxy ero
cepaie 3a6KII0Ch B TPYAM KaK MOJIOT. ITO OBIJIO IIOX0Ke Ha Kaid, 0T KOTOPOTo OH He MOT
130aBUTHCS.

"Kenko, XBaTUT".

OHa noTpenara ero 3a yxo: "Ecnu THl X04ellb, 4YTOOH S 0CTAHOBUIIACh, 3aCTaBb MEHS".

Ox He Mor. Kaxpoe ee IpUKOCHOBEHUE ellle 00bllle 3aTATUBANO0 ero B e€ Yaphl. OH Tak IaBHO XOTell
3TOT'0 ¥ HUKOTZa He yMaJl, UTO 3TO BO3MOKHO. OH HUKOT]a He AyMaJl, 4YTO 3TO IIPOU30HUIET, TEM
6onee Tak. Ee ryObI OTOETUIIUCD OT €ro I'y0, a pyK: CKOJIb3HY/IM CO CIIMHKM JKWBaHa 110 60KaM ero
nuna. B 9TOT MOMEHT OH K0€e-4TO ITOHSII.

OHa HHUYEero 3TOro He BCIIOMHUT. OH ObIT B OKPY2KEHUU HOCTATOYHO MbSHAIX HIUHOOU, YTOOHI IIOHSTS,
KOTZla KTO-TO IIPOIIEeNT 3TOT 3Tarl, u Kelko ero mpouia. [anbiie Bce OyOeT MOMHUTD TOTBKO OH, HUJIH,
110 KpaitHel Mepe, oHa Oy[ieT IyMaTh, UTO 3TO COH.

Keiiko ynei0HyIaCch eMy: "OTO He CUMTAETCS, eCIU eCTh Macka, BepHO?".

A? 9To0 oHa...

Mup ocTaHOBHUIICS. BpeMsi 0CTaHOBHUIIOCH, ¥ OYIOb OH MPOKJISIT, €CITM OHO HaYyHeTCs CHoBa. OHa
HaAKJIOHUJIACh ¥ TPUKOCHYIACh r'y0amMu K ero ry6am. ITo OBLIO TPOCTOe ¥ HEBUHHOE TPHKOCHOBEHUE
ry0, HO OHO IIPEBPATHUIIO eT0 TEJI0 B KaMeHb, a KPOBb - B OTOHb.

OnHa MeqJIeHHO O0TOPBAJiaCh OT HEero, He oOpailllass BHUMaHMS Ha TO, UTO OH CTaJl TUXUM U CIIOKOMHBIM.
Ee GobImre manbllbl HEXKHO MTOTJIAAUIN ero Ieky. Tenmas u moosiias yiasi0Ka pacIibliach o ee
JIALY, KOT[ja OHa IIPOU3HeCsa TPU IIPOCTHIX CI0Ba: Tl MHE HPaBULIbCS".

910 OBINa Ta COJIOMUHKA, KOTOpas cjoMala CIIUHY BepOiofa.

Keliko BCKpHUKHYJIa, IePEBEPHYBIINUCE Ha CIIUHY, ¥ Kakaliy HaBUC Hal Heu, xuxukad. "Keuko, -
CKa3aJj OH, 4YTOOHI IPUBJIeYb €€ BHUMAaHUE, - Thl He 3Haelllb, YTO TOBOPHUIIL".

Ona HaKJI0HUJIA T'OJI0BY B CTOPOHY, €€ YepHEBIe BOJIOCH JIETKO PaCIyCTUIUCh BOKPYT I'OJIOBHI, CJIOBHO
TeMHbIM HUMO. "KoHeuHo, moHuMaro". Ee pyKu MOTSIHYIUCh BBEPX U 00XBATUIIU €ro IneKu: "Th MHe
y2Ke OaBHO HpaBUIILCS".



Ecnu Ov1 B TeOe He Ob110 OOJIBIIIE aTKOTOJIs, YeM KPOBH, Tkl ObI TaK He TOBOpHUIIA'.

"...Bo3moxHO, TH 1paB. Ho 9T0 He fesaeT 3T0 MeHee npaBOuBeIM'. OHa eXUOHO YCMeXHYyach. "A
Jaxe MedTala 0 TOM, KaKOBO 3TO - IOI[eJI0BATh TeOs IIOC/e TOr0, KaK THl OCTABHJI MEHS B
IIOABEIIIEHHOM COCTOSHHUM".

l'ocniogu, momoru emy.

9To0 ObI10 MO0 GarocmoBeHueM, TuO0 KaTacTPodoi, 0KKUIAIOIIe CBOET0 Yaca, HO OH He MOT
OCTaHOBHUTH Ce0s 0T TaKoro npeikka. OH u3y4yan Kelko elre HeCKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUH, BIIUTHIBAS
KaXXyI0 4ePTOYKY, IIpexkze 4eM 3aroBopuii: "Thl Xouelb, YTOOH 5 9TO caenan?".

Ona Moprayna, "A?".

OH omyCTHIICSI HMXKe, TTOKa ero T'yOsl He KOCHYIHUCE ee mer. OHa ToxKe 3agpoxKaja, HO CTOH, KOTOPHIH
OHa u3paa, OBIJI0 JOCTATOYHO, YTOOH Y HETO 3aKPYKUIIachk rojioBa. Ee pyku 00XBaTUIN €r0 CIUHY U

KPENnKo BLEeNUINCh B pyOainky. OgHa U3 ee HOT MbITajlach 00XBATUTh ero HOTH. HeyxXemnu oHa HOoJKHa
OBITH TAKOM COOJIA3HUTEIILHOM?

"TBI X0Uellb, YTOOH! 5 IIPOAOJIKAN?" - IPOIIEITal OH el Ha yX0, Ha YTO OHa SPOCTHO KWBHYIIA
TOJIOBOM.

OH 4yBCTBOBAaJ, KaK ee cepple 6beTcs Tak ke OBICTPO U CUJIbHO, KaK U ero cOOCTBEHHOe, KOTfia OH
TIOTSHYJICA U CTIHYNI MacKy. OH HeXKHO IIOIeJIOBaJl €€ B UeJIlOCTh, ee TPYyAb B3IbI0UIach, 1 uepes
MT'HOBEHUE ero I'yObl Hallllii ee T'yOHL.

Kakarm u30 Bcex CUJ CTapajiCs COXPAaHUTh IOLETyH MPOCTHIM U MEJIEHHBIM, HO C KaXKIbIM
IBUXKEHUEM, KOTOPOe OHU Hesajy APYT K OPYTy, OH Tepsis cebs. Ero pyka mogHsIach 1 3amyTanach B
ee BOJIOCaX, a Opyras CKOJIb3Hya 10 ee Tanuu. OH MOTepsI CYeT TOMY, Kak [OJIT0 OHU OCTaBaJluCh B
TAaKOM IoJiokeHuU. OH YyBCTBOBaJI Ce0s1 KaK 4eJI0BeK, KOTOPHIN 1[eTyI0 BEUHOCTh OPOOUII 10 IIYCTHIHE
¥ BIIEPBBEIE OTKPHLT A7 ce6s Bogy. OH He MOT HaCHITUTHCS.

HakoHell, ycunreM BOJIM OH OTOPBAJICS OT Hee, OBICTPO Hafelsl MacKy U IOJIOKUII TOJIOBY eH Ha I'PyOb
yyTh HUXKe nopboponka. O0a Ha MTHOBeHUE TlepeBeu OyX, 1 KeiKo ynuBiIeHHO ITOCMOTpesa Ha
IIOTOJIOK: "VX THI!".

Kakarmm cornacucs. 9To OblJI0 TTOCTENHEE, YET0 OH 0XKHUMIaN, KOTHoa IPUBEN ee oMoii. [TocTeneHHO
€ro HayvaJjio Tep3aTh YYBCTBO BUHEI. BHIJI0 HEIPaBUIBHO [IeNlaTh 9TO, KOTOAa OHa HUYEro He MOMHUT. B
ryOrHe Oy OH IIOHKWMaJl, YTO UCIIONIb3YeT ee B CBOMX MHTepecax, HO HUUero He MoT ¢ co00u
nofenarTh.

“T'el MHE HpaBUILILCA'.



9T0 OB He TEPBHIM pa3s, KOrma XKeHIMHa ITpu3HaBasack emy. Ho Keliko Oblsta mepBoii, 13-3a
KOTOPOM Bech ero Mup pyxHys. OHa X0Tejla 9TOr0 TaK Xe CUJIbHO, KaK ¥ OH, ¥ OH PEeIINJI, YTO 3TO BCE,
YTO OH IONy4yuT. CeromHs Be4epoM OH mompoOoBa 611100, KOTOporo 0ombliie HUKOTOa He OymeT. [Is
Hee 9T0 OymeT mpeKpacHEIM CHOM, €CITH OHa BOOOIIE ero 3allOMHHUT, a ISl HeTO - BOCIOMUHAHKEM,
KOTOpOe OH Oy[eT /TefesiTh 10 CaMO# CMEPTH.

OH B3[OXHYJI, OH YyYBCTBOBAJI €€ NMOI00POOK Ha CBOEH T'0JI0BE U CJIHIIIAl, KaK ee CepAlle HEPOBHO
ObeTcs B Tpynu. ITo OBIIO HepeaslbHO, ¥ OH 3aKpPHhIJI I'J1a3a, MpexXe YeM IOMBITaThCsl BCTATh.

[Tpexkme 4eM OH CMOT IIOIIEBENIUTHCS, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJ, KakK Gefipa Keliko cxkanuch Ha ero Oefgpax, a
€e PYKU 3aphlINCh B €r0 BOJIOCH: "HeT", - MATKO CKa3aia OHa, - "OcTaHbcs".

OH B3[OXHYJI, HACTIAXKIAsICh TEM, KaK ee MaJIbIlkl TPoOeraioT 1o ero BojiocaM. 3aKpEIB I'1a3a, OH
1103Bonun cebe paccmabuThes B Hel. TOTBKO 0 TEX MOp, II0Ka OHA He 3acHeT. Torga oH yHmeT.

Taxe korga Keliko morpysusnach B COH, Kakalu He cnaj. B ero ronose BCIUIBIIX MbICIu 0 FOrao u
6omb oT moTepu Xaste. OH IOTHS TOJIOBY ¥ IIOCMOTPET Ha CrsInyio Kelko, HeKHO CMaXHYB
HECKOJIBKO TIPsifiel BOJIOC C ee riia3. Eciu OH 1oTepsieT ee, OH He 3HaJ, 4To OyAeT meaTh C COOO0M.
Bcemu pubpamu cBoero cyiiecTBa OH 3HaJI, YTO OyfeT 3amuiaTh ee. OH He MOT [OIYCTUTh, YTOOHI
ellle OOUH 4eJIoBeK rmorud 6e3 HeoOXOMMMOCTH 1U3-3a Hero. OH yKe IOTePSIT CTONTbKUX, ellle ONUH - U
OH CJIOMaeTCHl.

~0~

Bo MHOr¥X 30aHusIX OTCIOfa CTOSJI YeJIOBEK, CIIPSATABIINKCS B TEHU. [IpUCTaBUB K IJla3aM I0A30PHYI0
TPyOYy, OH ynbIOaCs 3peully, KOTopoe TOIbKO 4To Habmogasn. OH mocTaln U3 KapMaHa KapTodKy,
IIOCMOTPEJI Ha CUMIIaTUYHOE JTUI0 U yeMexHycsd. "Keliko Takaxacu... ©geanbHO".
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